Texas Historical Statutes Project

WEST'S TEXAS STATUTES 1984
VOLUME 2

Revised Civil Statutes (1274 to 4413)

This project was made possible by the
Texas State Law Library
and a grant from the
Texas Bar Foundation.

Digitized with permission from &~ % THOMSON REUTERS




Texas
Civil
Statutes

Articles 1 274 to 4413

'mSCARDED

As Amended through the
1983 Regular and First
Called Sessions of the
68th Legislature

WEST PUBLISHING CO.
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA



COPYRIGHT © 1974, 1976, 1978, 1980, 1982 WEST PUBLISHING CO.

COPYRIGHT © 1984
By
WEST PUBLISHING CO.

WTSC Civil Statutes



PREFACE

This Pamphlet contains the text of the Civil Statutes, Articles 1274
to 4413, as amended through the 1983 Regular and First Called Ses-
sions of the 68th Legislature.

The Civil Statutes are followed by a descriptive word Index to
facilitate the search for specific textual provisions.

Comprehensive coverage of the judicial construction and interpreta-
tions of the Civil Statutes, together with cross references, references to
law review commentaries discussing particular provisions, and other
editorial features, is provided in the volumes of Vernon’s Texas Stat-
utes and Codes Annotated.

THE PUBLISHER
August, 1984
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EFFECTIVE DATES

The following table shows the date of adjournment and the effective date
of ninety day bills enacted at sessions of the legislature beginning with the

year 1945:
Year Leg.
1945 49
1947 50
1949 51
1951 52
1953 53
1954 53
1955 54
1957 55
1957 55
1957 55
1959 56
1959 56
1959 56
1959 56
1961 57
1961 57
1961 57
1962 57
1963 58
1965 59
1966 59
1967 60
1968 60
1969 61
1969 61
1969 61
1971 62
1971 62
1972 62
1972 62
1972 62
1973 63
1973 63
1975 64
1977 65
1977 65
1978 65
1979 66
1981 67
1981 67
1982 67
1982 67
1983 68
1983 68

Session
Regular
Regular
Regular
Regular
Regular
1st C.S.
Regular
Regular
1st C.S.

2nd C.S.

Regular
1st C.S.

2nd C.S.
3rd C.S.

Regular
1st C.S.

2nd C.S.
3rd C.S.

Regular
Regular
1st C.S.
Regular
1st C.S.
Regular
1st C.S.

2nd C.S.

Regular
1st C.S.

2nd C.S.
3rd C.S.
4th C.S.

Regular
1st C.S.
Regular
Regular
1st C.S.

2nd C.S.

Regular
Regular
1st C.S.

2nd C.S.
3rd C.S.

Regular
1st C.S.

Adjournment Date
June 5, 1945

June 6, 1947

June 6, 1949
June 8, 1951

May 27, 1953
May 13, 1954
June 7, 1955

May 23, 1957
November 12, 1957
December 3, 1957
May 12, 1959
June 16, 1959
July 16, 1959
August 6, 1959
May 29, 1961
August 8, 1961
August 14, 1961
February 1, 1962
May 24, 1963
May 31, 1965
February 23, 1966
May 29, 1967
July 3, 1968

June 2, 1969
August 26, 1969
September 9, 1969
May 31, 1971
June 4, 1971
March 30, 1972
July 7, 1972
October 17, 1972
May 28, 1973
December 20, 1973
June 2, 1975

May 30, 1977
July 21, 1977
August 8, 1978
May 28, 1979
June 1, 1981
August 11, 1981
May 28, 1982
September 9, 1982
May 30, 1983
June 25, 1983

Effective Date
September 4, 1945
September 5, 1947
September 5, 1949
September 7, 1951
August 26, 1953
August 12, 1954
September 6, 1955
August 22, 1957
February 11, 1958
March 4, 1958
August 11, 1959
September 15, 1959
October 15, 1959
November 5, 1959
August 28, 1961
November 7, 1961
November 13, 1961
May 3, 1962
August 23, 1963
August 30, 1965

%

August 28, 1967
%
September 1, 1969
*

December 9, 1969
August 30, 1971
September 3, 1971
June 29, 1972

*

January 16, 1973
August 27, 1973
*

September 1, 1975
August 29, 1977
*

November 7, 1978

August 27, 1979

August 31, 1981

November 10, 1981
*

*

August 29, 1983
September 23, 1983

* No legislation for which the ninety day effective date is applicable.
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TITLE 30
COMMISSION MERCHANTS

1. COMMISSION MERCHANTS

Art,

1274,  “Commission Merchant” Defined.
1275. Bond of.

1275a. Penalty.

1276.  Suits on Bond.

1277. - Unlawful Interest in Sales.

1278.  Account of Sales.

1279.  False Charges.

1280. Duties of Shipper.

2. LIVE STOCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS
1281 to 1287a. Repealed.

3. AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES, COMMISSION
MERCHANTS, DEALERS, AND BROKERS

1287-1 to 1287-3. Repealed.

1. COMMISSION MERCHANTS

Art. 1274. “Commission Merchant” Defined

Any person, firm or corporation pursuing, or who
shall pursue the business of selling produce, or
goods, wares or merchandise of any kind upon
consignment for a commission, shall be held to be a
commission merchant.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1275. Bond of

Every commission merchant shall make bond in
the sum of three thousand dollars, with a solvent
surety company doing business in this State or with
two or more good and sufficient sureties, who are
residents of this State, and who shall make affidavit
that they in their own right, over and above all
exemptions, are worth the full amount of the bond
they sign as sureties, payable to the county judge of
each county in which such commission merchant
maintains an office, and to the successors in office
of such county judge as trustees for all persons who
may become entitled to the benefits of this subdivi-
sion; conditioned that such commission merchant
will faithfully and truly perform all agreements and
contracts entered into with consignors for said pro-
duce, goods, wares or merchandise, will promptly
receive and sell such produce, goods, wares or mer-
chandise, and will on receipt of such produce, goods,
wares or merchandise class the same, and if such
class as made by such commission merchant is not
as high as that made and sent to him by the
consignor, he (the commission merchant) will imme-
diately notify the consignor of such fact and of the
class made by him; and as soon as sold will send to
the consignor a full and complete account of sales
of same, giving an itemized account thereof, and the

price received, the dates of sales, and shall, within
five days after said produce, goods, wares or mer-
chandise are sold, send to the consignor the full
amount received for the same, less the commission
due said commission merchant under the contract of
assignment, such bond to be approved by the county
judge of the county in which said commission mer-
chant maintains an office, and by said judge filed
for record in the county clerk’s office as chattel
mortgages are now authorized to be filed by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Repeal

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2721, ch. 886,
effective June 14, 1971, relating to the
microfilming of records by counties, and
classified as article 1941(a), provided in
section 2 that all laws or parts of laws in
conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed, to the extent of con-
Jlict only, including but not limited to
this article.

Ly
Art. 1275a,

Whoever shall pursue the business of selling pro-
duce or goods, wares or merchandise of any kind
upon consignment for commission, without first
making and filing the bond required by the laws
regulating commission merchants, shall be fined not
less than one hundred nor more than five hundred
dollars.

[1925 P.C.]

Penalty -

Art. 1276. Suits on Bond

Such bond shall be made and filed for record in
each county in which such commission merchant
maintains an office, and in which county suits may
be maintained upon such bond by any person claim-
ing to have been damaged by a breach of its condi-
tion. Said bond shall not become void upon the first
recovery thereon, but may be sued upon until the
amount thereof is exhausted. When said bond by
suits of recovery has been reduced to the sum of
fifteen hundred dollars, said commission merchant
shall be required to enter into a new bond in the
sum of three thousand dollars as required in the
first instance. Said new bond shall be liable for all
future contracts, agreements or -consignments
thereafter entered into by said commission mer-
chant and consignor of such produce, cotton, sugar,
goods, wares or merchandise, and upon failure of
said commission merchant to give said new bond as

1333
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Art. 1276

above required, he shall cease doing business in this
State.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1277,

No factor or commission merchant to whom any
cotton, sugar, produce or merchandise of any kind is
consigned for sale on commission or otherwise, shall
purchase the same or reserve any interest whatever
therein upon the sale of same, either directly or
indirectly, in his own name or in the name or
through the instrumentality of another, for his own
benefit or for the benefit of another, or as a factor
or agent of any other person, without express writ-
ten license from the owner or consignor of such
cotton, sugar, produce or other merchandise, or
some person authorized by him, under a penalty of
forfeiture of one-half the value of cotton, sugar,
produce or other merchandise so purchased or sold,
to be recovered by the owner of the same by suit in
the county where the sale took place, or wherein the
offending party resides.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84]

Art. 1278. Account of Sales

Upon the shipment of any produce, cotton, sugar,
goods, wares or merchandise, consigned for sale to
any factor or commission merchant, it is hereby
made his duty that such commission merchant will
faithfully and truly perform all agreements and
contracts entered into with consignors for said pro-
duce, cotton, sugar, goods, wares and merchandise;
that said commission merchant will promptly re-
ceive and sell such produce, cotton, sugar, goods,
wares or merchandise, in accord with the contract
of consignment and will on receipt of such produce,
cotton, sugar, goods, wares or merchandise class
the same, and if such class as made by such com-
mission merchant is not as high as that made and
sent to him by the consignor, he, (the commission
merchant) will immediately notify the consignor of
such fact and of the class made by him and as soon
as sold will send to the consignor a full and com-
plete account of sales of same, giving an itemized
account thereof, and the price received, the dates of
sales, and shall, within five days after said produce,
cotton, sugar, goods, wares or merchandise are
sold, send to the consignor the full amount received
for the same, less the commission due said commis-
sion merchant under the contract of consignment;
and if cotton, sugar, or other produce sold by
weight, the weight of same in gross, and the tare
allowed, and be accompanied by the certificate or
memorandum, signed by the weigher who weighed
the same, of the weight and condition as required
by law, and upon failure of said commission mer-
chant to comply with any one of the provisions of
this article, he and the bondsmen required by the
subdivision shall be liable for all actual damages
incurred by the consignor by reason thereof, and in
addition thereto a penalty of not less than one
hundred nor more than five hundred dollars, to be

Unlawful Interest in Sales

COMMISSION MERCHANTS
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recovered by the consignor in a suit filed for said
actual damages and for said penalty.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1279. False Charges

No commission merchant or factor shall be per-
mitted to make any charge for mending or patching,
or roping bales, or for cooperage or repairing bales,
or for labor, or hauling, or cartage, or for storage,
marking or weighing, unless the same has been
actually done; and, in case of any such charge, a
bill of particulars shall be rendered notwithstanding
any usage or custom to the contrary to make such
charge, by rate or average; and the person offend-
ing against any provision of this article shall be
liable to a penalty of not less than one hundred nor
more than five hundred dollars, to be recovered by
suit by the owner or consignor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1280. Duties of Shipper

Each consignor of produce, goods, wares, or mer-
chandise in this State consigning produce, goods,
wares, or merchandise to commission merchants to
be sold on commission shall, when he consigns such
produce, goods, wares or merchandise, send o such
commission merchant a written statement in which
such consignor shall state the amount, the gquality
or class, the condition of such produce, goods, wares
or merchandise so consigned, and if said merchant,
on receipt of same, fails to promptly notify said
consignor of any objection he may have to the class,
quality or quantity so consigned, then such state-
ment shall be prima facie evidence of the fact that
said consignment of such produce, goods, wares or
merchandise is truly stated in said statement by the
consignor to said commission merchant. When such
produce, goods, wares or merchandise is received by
said commission merchant, such merchant shall give
to the agent of the railroad or other carrier so
delivering such produce, goods, wares or merchan-
dise, a receipt for same which receipt shall state the
quality, quantity, grade and condition of such pro-
duce, goods, wares or merchandise, and said agent
of the railroad or other carrier shall keep such
receipt on file in his office subject to the inspection
of any one interested in such shipment, for six
months from the date of such receipt.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

2. LIVE STOCK COMMISSION MERCHANTS

Arts. 1281 to 1286. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th
Leg., p. 1487, ch. 388, § 4(1), eff. Sept.
1, 1981 ,
Acts 1981, 67th Leg., ch. 388, repealing these articles, enacts the
Agriculture Code.

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed articles, see
Disposition Table preceding the Agriculture Code.
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Art. 1286a. Repealed by Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p.
995, ch. 235, art. 1, § 7(2), eff. Sept.
1, 1983

Article 1, § 7(2) of the 1983 repealing act stated that the repeal
of this article was to conform to Agriculture Code, § 147.063.

Arts. 1286b to 1287a. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th
Leg., p. 1487, ch. 388, § 4(1), eff.
Sept. 1, 1981
Acts 1981, 67th Leg., ch. 388, repealing these articles, enacts the
Agriculture Code.

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed articles, see
Disposition Table preceding the Agriculture Code.

3. AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES,
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,
DEALERS, AND BROKERS

Art. 1287-1. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
1487, ch. 388, § 4(1), eff. Sept. 1, 1981

Acts 1981, 67th Leg., ch. 388, repealing this article, enacts the
Agriculture Code.

COMMISSION MERCHANTS

Art. 1287-3

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed article, see
Disposition Table preceding the Agriculture Code.

Art. 1287-2. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
1487, ch. 388, § 4(1), (2)(C), eff. Sept.
1, 1981

Acts 1981, 67th Leg., ch. 388, repealing this article, enacts the
Agriculture Code.

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed article, see
Disposition Table preceding the Agriculture Code.

Art. 1287-3. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
1487, ch. 388, § 4(1), eff. Sept. 1, 1981

Acts 1981, 67th Leg., ch. 888, repealing this article, enacts the
Agriculture Code.

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed article, see
Disposition Table preceding the Agriculture Code.

Without reference to repeal by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 1487, ch.
388, § 4(1), art. 1287-3 was amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
3185, ch. 832, §§ 1 to 4. )

For text of Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 3185, ch. 832, see the
italicized notes following Agriculture Code, §§ 101.019, 103.002,
103.003, 103.013.



TITLE 31
CONVEYANCES

Arts. 1288 to 1298. Repealed by Acts 1983, 68th
Leg., p. 3729, ch. 576, § 6, eff, Jan. 1,
1984

Acts 1983, 68th Leg., ch. 576, repealing these articles, enacts the
Property Code.

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed articles, see
Disposition Table preceding the Property Code.

Art. 1299, Repealed by Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p.
1189, ch. 473, § 1, eff. Aug. 23, 1963

Art. 1300. Repealed by Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p.
735, ch. 309, § 6, eff. Jan. 1, 1968

Arts. 1301 to 1301b. Repealed by Acts 1983, 68th
Leg., p. 3729, ch. 576, § 6, eff. Jan. 1,
1984

- Acts 1983, 68th Leg., ch. 576, repealing these articles, enacts the

Property Code. )

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed articles, see
Disposition Table preceding the Property Code.

Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4488, ch. 724, §§ 1 to 3, amended art.
1301a, §% 6 and 7, without reference to repeal of the article by
Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 3729, ch. 576, § 6.

For text of art. 1301a as amended by Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p.
4488, ch. 724, 88 1 to 3, see the italicized notes following the
Property Code, §8 81.102, 81.103, and 81.104.

TITLE 32
CORPORATIONS

For text of Title 82, Corporations, and the Business Corporations Act, see

the Corporations pamphlet.
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TITLE 33
COUNTIES AND COUNTY SEATS

Chapter Article
1. Creationof Counties............oovvvivnnnen 1539
2. Organization of Counties ................o 1563
3. Corporate Rights and Powers................. 1572
4, Countyines .....iririninnnnnennannnnnnn 1582
5. CountySeats .....cooviviniininnennnnnnnnn. 1593
6. CountyBoundaries ..........covieiiiinnnnass 1606
7. CountyHomeRule ...............ivivin, 1606a
8. County FireMarshal ................oooeut, 1606¢

CHAPTER ONE. CREATION OF COUNTIES

Art.

1539. Legislature May Create Counties.
1540. Area Required.

1541, Division of Exterior Territory.
1542. Created Out of Other Counties.
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Art. 1539. Legislature May Create Counties

The Legislature shall have power to create coun-
ties for the convenience of the people.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1540. Area Required

In the territory of the State exterior to the coun-
ties now- existing, no new county shall be created
with a less area than nine hundred square miles in a
square form wunless prevented by pre-existing
boundary lines. If the State lines render this im-
practicable in border counties, the area may be less.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art, 1541, Division of Exterior Territory

The territory referred to in the preceding article
may at any time, in whole or in part, be divided into
counties in advance of population, and attached for

judicial and land surveying purposes to the most
convenient organized county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1542. Created Out of Other Counties

Within the territory of any county or counties
now existing no new county shall be created with
less area than seven hundred square miles. No
such county now existing shall be reduced to a less
area than seven hundred square miles.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1543. Line.of New County

No new county shall be created so as to approach
nearer than twelve miles of the county seat of any
county from which it may, in whole or in part be
taken.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1544. County from Existing County

Counties of less area than nine hundred, but of
seven hundred or more square miles, within coun-
ties now existing, may be created by a two-thirds
vote of each house of the legislature, taken by yeas
and nays, and entered on the journals,

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1545. Existing Counties Reduced

Any county now existing may be reduced to an
area of not less than seven hundred square miles by
a like two-thirds vote of each house of the legisla-
ture, taken by yeas and nays, and entered on the
journals.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1546. Liability of New County

When any part of a county is stricken off and
attached to, or created into another county, the part
stricken off shall be obligated to pay its proportion
of all existing liabilities of the county from which it
was taken, in such manner as the law shall provide.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1547. Pro Rata of Indebtedness

Any county which has been or may hereafter be
created by the Legislature out of any other county
or counties, shall be held liable for its proportion of
all the liabilities of the county or counties from
which it was taken, existing at the date of its
creation as such new county, according to the pro-
portionate value of the property in the excised terri-
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tory, and the value of the property remaining in the
old county. A suit to recover the same may be
brought in the district court by the parent county,
either in such parent county, or in the newly created
county; and the court shall have power to make any
order or render any judgment necessary to carry
out and satisfy its decree therein. The provisions of
this article shall not apply to any county, the claims
against which have already been placed before
courts having jurisdiction thereof and tried or dis-
missed under laws that were at such time constitu-
tional.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1548. Apportionment of Indebtedness

Where any suit has been, or shall be, brought to
enforce payment of the indebtedness created by the
parent county or counties, or for the pro rata share
of the excised territory, the assessment rolls of the
parent county or counties for the year in which such
new county was created shall be conclusive evidence
of the property and value thereof remaining in the
parent county, and in the excised territory at the
date of the creation of such new county; provided
that when the new county was organized and made
assessment rolls for the same year as that in which
it was created, such rolls shall be taken as conclu-
sive evidence of the property therein and the taxa-
ble values thereof at the date of the creation of
such new county, and the assessment rolls of the
parent county for the same year shall be conclusive
evidence of the property and the value thereof
remaining in the parent county at the date of the
creation of such new county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1549. Suits and Special Tax

All suits brought under this law shall be given
precedence upon the dockets of the courts. If the
plaintiff shall recover, the commissioners court of
the newly created county shall levy a special tax on
all property in the territory taken from the plaintiff
county sufficient to pay off the judgment, and, if
the first levy be insufficient, to make said levy
annually till said judgment is satisfied, and the
judgment of the court shall order said commission-
ers court to make such levies.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1550. Non-residents to Pay

The Comptroller shall assess and collect from the
non-residents of unorganized counties such rate of
taxation, to pay the pro-rata share of the debt due
by such unorganized county, as the commissioners
court of the parent county shall levy on property in
said parent county to pay such debt, and a certified
statement of the commissioners court making the
levy in the parent county, giving the amount of the
levy, shall be authority for his action.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1551, When Territory Added

When the territory taken is added to and made a
part of an organized county, the commissioners
court of such county shall levy and have collected
on all property in such territory a tax sufficient to
pay their pro-rata of the indebtedness, said tax not
to exceed the constitutional limit; and the commis-
sioners court of the county to which any unorga-
nizéd county may be attached for judicial purposes
shall levy and have collected on all property in such
unorganized county owned or held by resident citi-
zens a tax for the purpose of paying such indebted-
ness.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1552. Tax for Pre Rata Indebtedness

When any county has organized, the commission-
ers court of such county shall levy and have collect-
ed on all property in this county such rate of taxa-
tion to pay the pro rata share of the debt due by
such county as the commissioners court of the par-
ent county shall levy on property in said parent
county to pay such debt.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1553. County Bonds Held by School Funds

When any new county has been created wholly
out of an existing county, if any bonds were legally
issued by the parent county prior to the severance
of a part of its territory, such of said bonds and the
coupons due thereon as are held by the school fund
of this State shall be apportioned by the Comptrol-
ler between the parent county and the new county
on the basis now provided by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1554. Levy of Tax for Debt

The commissioners court of the parent county, or
of any county created out of the parent county,
which has now or may hereafter be organized, shall
levy and have collected on all property in such
county a tax to pay such county’s pro rata share of
the debt. The commissioners court of a county to
which any unorganized county may be attached for
judicial purposes shall levy and have collected on all
property in said unorganized county owned by resi-
dent citizens thereof a tax for the purpose of paying
said county’s part of the debt. It shall be the duty
of the Comptroller to assess and collect on all
property in such unorganized counties owned by
non-residents, a tax to pay said counties’ pro rata
part of said debt. Nothing herein shall be held to
authorize the levy and collection of any tax in
excess of that now allowed by the Constitution of
this State.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1555. Detachment by Vote

No part of any existing county shall be detached
from it and attached to another existing county
until the proposition for such change has been sub-
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mitted to a vote of the electors of both counties, and
shall have received a majority of those voting on the
question in each.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1556. Election Ordered

An election for such purpose shall be ordered by
the county judge, or county judges of the county or
counties from which it is proposed to detach any
proportion ! thereof, or to attach any portion there-
to, upon the written application of not less than
fifty qualified voters of said county or counties.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
180 in enrolled bill. Should probably read “portion”.

Art. 1557. Application

Such application shall designate particularly by
metes and bounds, the portion of the territory pro-
posed to be detached, and shall show the number of
square acres contained within said bounds, and the
number of square acres remaining in the county or
counties from which it is proposed to detach such
part or parts, and the distance on a direct line of the
county seat of any such county or counties from the
nearest boundary line of the territory which it is
proposed shall be detached.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art, 1558. Notices of Election

The notices of such election shall contain substan-
tially the boundaries and statements contained in
the application, and in order of election.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1559. Question to be Voted Upon

The question to be voted upon at such election
shall be, for or against the proposition, and the
ballots shall be, “For the proposition,” or “Against
the proposition.”

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1560. Law Governing Such Elections

Such election shall be governed by the law gov-
erning other elections so far as applicable, and not
in conflict with any provisions of this chapter.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1561. Returns of Election

. The returns of such election shall be made to the
county judge or county judges of the county or
counties in which the election takes place; and such
judge or judges shall estimate the vote and make
duplicate statements of the same, and shall official-
ly certify to such statements, and one of said state-
ments, together with a copy of the application so
certified, he shall seal in an envelope, writing his
name across the seal, and endorsing upon the pack-
age “Election returns of County,” and
direct and transmit the same by mail or other safe
conveyance to the Speaker of the House of Repre-
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sentatives at the seat of government, in time for the
same to be received as early as practicable during
the next session of the Legislature.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1562, Subsequent Election

When any such election has been held in a county,
and the proposition to detach a portion thereof has
been defeated, no other election for the same pur-
pose shall be ordered or held within five years
thereafter.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

CHAPTER TWO. ORGANIZATION
OF COUNTIES

Art.

1563.  Old County Shall Organize New One.

1564.  Election to be Ordered When and by Whom.

1565. County Commissioners May Act.

1566. Unorganized County.

1566a. Appraisers of Taxable Property in Unorganized
Counties.

1567. Disorganized Counties.

1568.  Organization of Attached County.

1569.  Certificates of Election.

1570.  Delivery to New Officers.

1571.  Elections in Unorganized Counties.

Art. 1563. Old County Shall Organize New One

Whenever any new county shall hereafter be es-
tablished, the commissioners court of the county
from which the territory of such new county, or the
greater part thereof was taken, at least one month
previous to the general election next after such new
county shall have been established shall lay off and
divide such new county into convenient precincts for
the election of justices of the peace and other pre-
cinct officers, defining particularly the boundaries
of such precincts; and shall also designate conve-
nient places in such new county where elections
shall be held, and shall cause a record thereof to be
made by the clerk. A copy thereof shall be trans-
mitted to the county judge of such new county
when elected.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1564. Election to be Ordered When and by
Whom :

" It shall be the duty of the county judge of every
county from which any new county has been so
taken at least one month previous to the general
election of county officers next after such new
county has been established, to order an election to
be held in such new county or ! said general election
day, for all county officers authorized to be elected
by the people of such new county, and to appoint a
presiding officer for each place designated in such
new county, for holding elections; such order of
elections shall specify the number of precincts, their
boundaries, and the officers to be elected in such
county. Such presiding officers shall hold such
elections in accordance with the laws regulating
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elections, and shall make their returns to the county
judge who ordered such election, who shall open and
examine such returns and give certificates to the
persons elected.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
" 1Probably should read “on”.

Art. 1565. County Commissioners May Act

In any case where the office of county judge shall
be vacant, any two of the county commissioners
shall be authorized to perform each duty required of
the county judge under this chapter.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1566. Unorganized County

Until a new county is legally organized, the terri-
tory thereof shall remain in all respects subject to
the county from which the same has been taken.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1566a. Appraisers of Taxable Property in
Unorganized Counties
Sec. 1. The sum of Two Thousand ($2,000.00)

Dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary,
be, and the same is hereby appropriated out of any
funds in the State Treasury, not otherwise appropri-
ated, to each of the counties in this State to which
an unorganized county is attached for judicial pur-
poses, to be used by said county through its Com-
missioners’ Court for the employment of a skilled
appraiser, with the consent and approval of the
Comptroller of Public Accounts of the State of
Texas, to assist in the appraisal of taxable property
situated in any such unorganized county, of which
fund herein provided for, not exceeding One Thou-
sand ($1,000.00) Dollars, shall be available for each
calendar year, for each such county, for the years
1927 and 1928.

Sec. 2. After said appraiser has completed his
work of the appraisal of the properties in the unor-
ganized county, he shall make a report in duplicate
to the Commissioners’ Court of the county to which
such unorganized county is attached for judicial
purposes, stating therein in detail the values placed
upon all classes of property by him in said unorga-
nized county.

Sec. 8. After the Commissioners’ Court has fi-
nally passed on the values fixed by said appraiser in
his report, they shall certify their action to the
Comptroller of Public Accounts, furnishing him
with a duplicate of the report filed by the appraiser,
and showing the action of the court had thereon,
together with a certificate showing the extent of the
services performed by the appraiser, and the value
thereof, which shall be authority for the Comptrol-
ler to draw his warrant in favor of said appraiser
for the amount shown to be due.

[Acts 1927, 40th Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 199, ch. 74.]
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Art. 1567.

All legally organized counties that, from any
cause, may have lost, or may hereafter lose, their
county organization, shall be, for all judicial and
surveying purposes, and for the registration of
deeds, mortgages and all other instruments that are
now, or may hereafter be, required or permitted by
law to be recorded attached to the organized county
whose county seat is nearest to the county seat of

Disorganized Counties

_such disorganized county, and so remain attached

until such disorganized county shall again be legally
organized.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1568. Organization of Attached County

When any unorganized or disorganized county
has been attached to another county for judicial or
other purposes, and desires to be organized or reor-
ganized, a petition expressing such desire, signed by
not less than seventy-five qualified voters residing
in such county, may be presented to the commis-
sioners court of the county to which such unorga-
nized or disorganized county is attached, and there-
upon said court shall proceed without delay to the
organization or reorganization of such county in the
same manner as hereinbefore provided for the or-
ganization of new counties.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1569. Certificates of Election

The county judge of the county conducting the
organization of another county shall issue certifi-
cates of election to the officers elected in such
organized or reorganized county, and approve the
bonds of such officers.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1570, Delivery to New Officers

All officers of the county from which a new
county has been created or to which any such newly
organized or reorganized county has been attached,
and all other persons who may have in their posses-
sion any books, records, maps, or other property
belonging to such newly organized or reorganized
county, shall deliver the same to the proper officers
of such newly organized or reorganized county
within five days after such officers have been legal-
ly qualified.

[Acts 1925, 8.B. 84.]

Art. 1571. Elections in Unorganized Counties

Where a county is not organized and there is no
officer in the same authorized by law to organize
such county, the county judge of the nearest county
which is organized may order elections for county
officers in any such county, and appoint the presid-
ing officers and managers and clerks of election.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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CHAPTER THREE. CORPORATE
RIGHTS AND POWERS

Art.

1572. County a Body Corporate.

1573. Suits Against.

1574. Jurors.

1575. Execution Against County.

1576. Validity of Deed, etc.

15717. Sale or Lease of Real Estate.

1577a. . Validation of Sales When Commissioner Not
Appointed. ]

1577b.  Validation of Sales and Conveyances; Purchas-
ers in Adverse Possession.

1577¢.  Validation of Sales or Conveyances of Aban-
doned Right-of-Way Property.

1578. Contracts with a County Valid.

1578a.  Contracts with United States for Improvements
in Counties of 240,000 to 260,000.

1579. Suits on Writings by County.

1580. Agents to Contract for County.

1581, Costs in Suit Against County.

1581a. Ineffective.

1581b.  Additional Law Enforcement Officers.

1581b-1. Personal Injury Claims by Precinct and County
Law Enforcement Officials; Subrogation by
County.

1581c.  Relinquishing to Donors Lands Donated to
County for County Purposes."

1581d.  Airports; Counties of 6141 to 6150 Inhabitants.

1581d-1. Airstrips; Counties of 24,600 to 24,700.

1581e.  Flood Control, Powers Respecting.

1581e-1. Flood Insurance; Participation in Federal Pro-
gram by Gulf Coast Counties; Control of
Flood Damage.

1581f.  Payment for Relocation of Water Lines Owned
by Water Control and Improvement Districts.

1581g. Repealed.

1581g-1. County Industrial Commissions in Certain
Counties.

1581g-2. County Industrial Commissions.

1581h.  Unclaimed Funds in Custody of County or Pre-

cinet Officer.

Art. 1572. County a Body Corporate

Each county which now exists or which may be
hereafter established, shall be a body corporate and
politic.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.}

Art. 1573. Suits Against

No county shall be sued unless the claim upon
which such suit is founded shall have first been
presented to thé commissioners court for allowance,
and such court shall have neglected or refused to
audit and allow the same, or any part thereof.

[Aets 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1574. Jurors

In any suit instituted by or against any county,
the inhabitants of the county so suing or being sued
may if otherwise competent, be jurors or witnesses.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1575. Execution Against County

No execution shall be issued on any judgment
against any county. When a judgment is rendered
against a county the commissioners court of such
county shall settle and pay such judgment in like
manner and pro rata as other similar claims are
settled and paid by said court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1576. Validity of Deed, etec.

All deeds, grants and conveyances heretofore or
hereafter made and duly acknowledged, or proven,
and recorded as other deeds of conveyance, to any
county, or to the courts or commissioners of any
county, or any other person or persons, by whatever
form of conveyance, for the use and benefit of any
county, shall be good and valid to vest in such
county in fee simple or otherwise all such right,
title, interest and estate as the grantor in any such
instrument had at the time of the execution thereof
in the lands conveyed and was intended thereby to
be conveyed.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

1577. Sale or Lease of Real Estate

The Commissioners Court may, by an order to be
entered on its minutes, appoint a Commissioner to
sell or lease any real estate of the county at public
auction, and notice of said public auction shall be
advertised at least twenty (20) days before the day
of sale, by the officer, by having the notice thereof
published in the English language once a week for
three (3) consecutive weeks preceding such sale or
lease in.a newspaper in the county in which the real
estate is located and in the county which owns the
real estate, if they are not the same. If the real
estate is sold, the deed of such Commissioner made
in conformity to such order for and in behalf of the
county, duly acknowledged and proven and record-
ed, shall be sufficient to convey to the purchasers
all the right, title, and interest and estate which the
county may have in and to the premises to be
conveyed. Provided, however, that where aban-
doned seawall or highway right-of-way property is
no longer needed for seawall or highway purposes
and the county decides to sell or lease said right-of-
way property, it shall be sold or leased with the
following priorities: (1) to abutting or adjoining
landowners; (2) to the original grantor, his heirs or
assigns of the original tract from whence said right-
of-way was conveyed; (3) for public use only to the
United States Government, or to the State of Texas,
or to any city within the established limits of which
said property is located; or (4) at public auction as
provided above; unless in the deed of conveyance
under which the county originally acquired title to
the property, the sale or lease.thereof to the public
is restricted or prohibited; provided, however, that
where the Commissioners Court determines that the
said abandoned seawall or highway right-of-way
property shall be sold or leased to an adjoining or
abutting landowner, or to the original grantor,. his
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heirs or assigns, then the said Commissioners Court
shall in addition to publication of notice of sale as
provided above, appoint an appraiser who shall de-
termine and report to the Commissioner of Sale the
fair market and fair lease value of the property to
be sold or leased, and the Commissioner shall not
sell or lease said property for an amount less than
that so determined, which said amount shall be
reported to the Commissioners Court prior to sale
and shall, if deemed reasonable, be approved by
them prior to sale, the Commissioners Court being
specifically authorized to reject any offers of pur-
chase or sale or lease, whether at public auction or
not, if deemed unreasonable, all costs of said sale,
including the fee for appraisal, to be added to the
price of sale and paid by the purchaser at such sale;
provided further, whenever any real property,.or
interest therein, is owned by any county and is sold,
leased, or exchanged hereunder and is being used
by a public utility or common carrier having the
right of eminent domain for right-of-way and ease-
ment purposes, the sale, lease, exchange, convey-
ance and surrender of possession herein provided
for shall be and remain in all things subject to the
right and continued use of such public. utility or
common carrier. The Commissioners Court may
also provide for conveyance of any such real estate
of the county subject to such restrictions, condi-
tions, and limitations as the Commissioners Court
may deem necessary or proper; however, every
such conveyance of seawall right-of-way property
shall contain a restriction that no structure may be
placed within 50 feet or such greater distance as the
Commissioners Court may provide of the landward
boundary of the seawall right-of-way retained by
the county. In the order and in the notice of public
auction, the Commissioners Court shall give a sub-
stantial statement of any such restrictions, condi-
tions, and limitations. Nothing contained in this
Article shall authorize any Commissioners Court to
dispose of any lands given, donated, or granted to
such county for the purpose of education in any
other manner than shall be directed by law.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 904, ch. 485, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1953, 53rd Leg., p. 447, ch. 133, § 1; Acts 1967, 60th
Leg., p. 114, ch. 58, § 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1967; Acts 1967,
60th Leg., p. 2071, ch. 772, § 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1967; Acts
19783, 63rd Leg., p. 1329, ch. 499, § 1, eff. June 14, 1973.]

Art. 1577a. Validation of Sales When Commis-
sioner Not Appointed

In all cases wherein the Commissioners Court of
any county, acting as such court or through some
individual or individuals appointed by it for such
purpose, has sold, or attempted to sell, any land, or
interests in land, belonging to such county; and
where such Commissioners Court shall have failed
to appoint a Commissioner to sell and dispose of
such real estate belonging to said county, at public
auction; and where such Commissioners Court gave
notice of its intention to sell such lands, describing
the same, by publication of such notice in some
newspaper published in the county, having a gener-
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al circulation therein, once a week for a period of
three (8) consecutive weeks, designating the time
and place after such publication where such Com-
missioners Court would receive and consider bids
for the same; and where, on the date specified in
such notice, such Commissioners Court received and
considered any and all bids submitted for the pur-
chase of said lands, or any portion thereof which
were advertised for sale; and where such Commis-
sioners Court, in its discretion, awarded such land,
or any part thereof to the highest bidder submitting
a bid therefor; and where the consideration thus bid
and accepted was received by such county; and
where such Commissioners Court or some person or
persons thereunto authorized by order of such Com-
missioners Court, made, executed, acknowledged
and delivered to such successful bidder a deed or
other instrument of conveyance purporting to con-
vey to such purchaser the said property; and where
more than three years have elapsed since the date
of the execution and delivery of such deed or instru-
ment of conveyance: that such sales and conveyane-
es, or attempted sales and conveyances, are hereby
in all things validated. Provided that nothing in
this Act shall be construed as validating any sale or
attempted sale of any lands given, donated or grant-
ed to such county for the purpose of education,
made in any other manner than is directed by law;
and provided further, that this Act shall not apply
to any sale or conveyance the validity of which is
involved in any litigation pending at the time this
Act becomes effective.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 177, ch. 112, § 1.]

Art. 1577h. Validation of Sales and Conveyanc-
es; Purchasers in Adverse Posses-
sion

In all cases where the County Court or Commis-
sioners Court in any county of this State acting as
such court has sold or attempted to sell land or
interest therein belonging to said County to any
person, firm or corporation and where the County

Court or Commissioners Court has made, executed,

acknowledged, and delivered to any such person,

firm or corporation an instrument of conveyance
purporting to convey to a purchaser title to such
property, and where such purchaser or his succes-
sors have held peaceable and adverse possession,

using, enjoying and cultivating such property for a

period of ten (10) years or more, then such sales,

attempted sales and conveyances are hereby validat-
ed.

[Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 1121, ch. 509, § 1.]

Art. 1577¢. Validation of Sales or Conveyances
of Abandoned Right-of-Way Prop-

erty

Sec. 1. In all cases where the Commissioners
Court in any county of this State has sold or con-
veyed or attempted to sell or convey, in accordance
with the provisions of and priorities established in
Article 1577, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925,
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as last amended by Chapter 183, page 447, Acts of
the 53rd Legislature, Regular Session, 1953, the
right, title and interest of any such county in and to
abandoned right-of-way property no longer needed
for highway or road purposes, such sales or convey-
ances and attempted sales and conveyances hereby
are in all things validated and the right, title and
interest in such abandoned right-of-way property
conveyed by any such county hereby are confirmed
in the grantee in such sale or conveyance.

Sec. 2. This Act shall not apply to any sale or
conveyance or attempted sale or conveyance the
validity of which is involved in litigation pending at
the time this Act becomes effective.

[Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 759, ch. 352, eff. June 9, 1965.]

Art. 1578. Contracts with a County Valid

Any note, bond, bill, contract, covenant, agree-
ment or writing, made or to be made, whereby any
person is or shall be bound to any county, or to the
court or commissioners of any county, or to any
other person or persons, in whatever form, for the
payment of any debt or duty or the performance of
any matter or thing to the use of any county, shall
be valid and effectual to vest in said county any
right, interest and action which would be vested in
any person if any such contract had been made
directly with him,

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art, 1578a. Contracts with United States for Im-
‘ provements in Counties of 240,000
to 260,000

Sec. 1. Any county in this State is authorized
and empowered, within the discretion of its govern-
ing body, to contract with the United States Govern-
ment, or its agencies, for the joint construction or
improvement of roads, bridges, or other county
improvements, and for the maintenance of the
same, and to pay the county’s portion of such ex-
pense out of available county funds.’

Sec. 2. The provisions of this Act shall apply
only to counties having a population in excess of
240,000 inhabitants and less than 260,000 inhabit-
ants, according to the latest preceding or any future
federal census.

[Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 1647, ch. 710, eff. Aug. 30, 1965.
Amended by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1847, ch. 542, § 118,
eff. Sept. 1, 1971; Aects 1981, 67th Leg., p. 561, ch. 237, § 9,
eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1579. Suits on Writings by County

Suits may be begun and prosecuted on such
notes, bonds, bills, contracts, covenants, agree-
ments, and writings, in the name of such county, or
in the name of the person to whom they were made,
for the use of the county, as fully and as effectually
as any person may or can sue on like instruments
made to him. R

[Acts 1925, S:B. 84.]
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Art. 1580. Agents to Contract for County

The commissioners court may appoint an agent or
agents to make any contract on behalf of the county
for the erection or repairing of any county build-
ings, and to superintend their erection or repairing,
or for any other purpose authorized by law. The
contract or acts of such agent or agents, duly
executed and done, for and on behalf of the county,
and within his or their powers, shall be valid and
effectual to bind such county to all intents and
purposes.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Counties of 74,000 or more

Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 602, § 1 as amended by Acts
1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 605, § 1; Acts 1947, 50th Leg., p.
491, ch. 288, § 1; Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 713, ch. 376, § 1; Acts
1955, 54th Leg., p. 815, ch. 302, § 1; Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 382,
ch. 185, § 1; Acts 1959, 56th Leg., p. 913, ch. 418, 8 1; Acts 1965,
59th Leg., p. 343, ch. 161, § 1; Acts 1969, 61st Leg., 2nd C.S,, p.
166, ch. 24, § 1; Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2550, ch. 837, § 1; Acts
1975, 64th Leg., p. 748, ch. 294, § 1, read as follows:

“Section 1, (a) In all counties of this state having a population
of seventy-four thousand (74,000) or more inhabitants according to
the last preceding Federal Census, a majority of a Board composed
of the judges of the District Courts and the County Judge of such
county, may appoint a suitable person who shall act as the county
purchasing agent for such county, who shall hold office, unless
removed by said judges, for a period of two (2) years, or until his
successor is appointed and qualified, who shall execute a bond in
the sum of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000), payable to said county,
for the faithful performance of his duties.

““(b) It shall be the duty of such agent to make all purchases for
such county of all supplies, materials and equipment required or
used by such county or by a subdivision, officer, or employee
thereof, excepting such purchases as may by law be required to be
made by competitive bid, and to contract for all repairs to property
used by such county, its subdivisions, officers, and employees,
except such as by law are required to be contracted for by
competitive bid. All purchases made by such agent shall be paid
for by warrants drawn by the county auditor on the county
treasurer of such county as in the manner now provided by law.

“(e) Tt shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation,
other than such purchasing agent, to purchase any supplies, mate-
rials and equipment for, or to contract for any repairs to property
used by, such county or subdivision, officer, or employee thereof,
and no warrant shall be drawn by the county auditor or honored by
the county treasurer of any such county for any purchases except
by such agent and those made by competitive bid as now provided
by law; provided that the county purchasing agent may lawfully
cooperate with the purchasing agent for any incorporated city or
cities in such county to purchase such items in volume as may be
necessary, and the County Treasurer shall honor any warrant
drawn by the county auditor to reimburse any city purchasing
agent making such purchase for the county.

“{d) On the first day of July of each year, such purchasing agent
shall file with the county auditor and each of said judges of such
county an inventory of all property of the county and of each
subdivision, officer, or employee thereof then on hand, and it shall
be the duty of the county auditor to examine carefully such
inventory and to make an accounting for all property purchased or
previously inventoried and not appearing in such inventory.

“(e) In order to prevent unnecessary purchases, such agent shall
have authority and it shall be his duty to transfer county supplies,
materials and equipment from any subdivision, department, officer,
or employee of the county when such supplies, materials, or
equipment are not actually needed or used by such division, depart-
ment, officer, or employee that may require such supplies and
materials, or the use of such equipment and such agent shall
furnish to the county auditor a list of such supplies, materials, and
equipment so transferred.

“(f) Such agent shall receive as compensation for his services a
salary of not less than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000) per year,
payable in equal monthly installments. The salary of the county
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purchasing agent shall be paid out of the General Fund and/or the
Road and Bridge Fund of such county by warrants drawn on the
county treasurer and shall be set by the Board as designated in
Section 1(a) of this Act. ’ )

“(g) Said agent may have assistants to aid in the performance of
his duties as county purchasing agent. :

“(h) Said agent and said assistants may have such help, equip-
ment, supplies and traveling expenses with the approval of said
Board of judges, as they may deem advisable, the amount of said
expenses to be approved by said Board.”

Art. 1581. Costs in Suit Ag;dinst County

When the plaintiff in any suit against a county
shall fail to recover a greater amount than the
commissioners court of such county shall have al-
lowed to such plaintiff on the presentation of his
claim to such court, such plaintiff shall pay all costs
of such suit.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1581a. Ineffective

This article, derived from Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 784, ch. 232,
which related to adoption of county home rule charters and which
was adopted in anticipation of the amendment to Const. art. IX,
section 3 (adopted Aug. 26, 1933) providing for County Home Rule,
was made ineffective by Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., 1st C.S. p. 249, ch.
91, § 21, set out as article 1606a § 21, which provides that this
article shall not have effect after the instant at which this Act
(article 1606a) may be in effect, but all procedures taken thereun-
der (relating to the formulation, circulation, presentation and pros-
ecution of petitions, including all orders and notices of commission-
ers courts relative to such petition conventions held or other acts
done) hereby are validated, to the same effect as though the same
has been done hereunder.

Art. 1581b. Additional Law Enforcement Offi-
cers

Sec. 1. In all counties in this state having five
thousand (5,000) or more cattle, sheep and goats
rendered for taxation, such counties may employ
certain additional law enforcement officers as here-
inafter provided.

Sec. 2. To aid in the enforcement of all penal
laws of this state, and ferreting out and detecting
any violation thereof, the Commissioners Court of
counties having five thousand (5,000) or more cattle,
sheep, and goats rendered for taxation may, if they
deem it necessary, and are hereby authorized to,
employ in addition to the officers now provided for
by law as many other competent and discreet per-
sons as in the judgment of said court is necessary,
and shall fix the compensation; provided, however,
no such person, or persons, shall be paid in excess
of Five ($5.00) Dollars per day, while in actual
service. Such court shall designate the duties to be
performed by all such persons and shall require
them to make monthly reports in writing to said
court as to the manner in which they have per-
formed such duties.

See. 3. If the Commissioners Court of several
counties shall determine that it would be more eco-
nomical and efficient to employ one or more men to
serve the several counties, they may do so; provid-
ed, however, that the individual or individuals em-
ployed shall receive the compensation set out in
Section 2 of this Act and that the salary and ex-
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penses of such officer or officers shall be pro-rated
among the counties.

[Acts 1943, 48th Leg., p. 389, ch. 262.]

Art. 1581b-1. Personal Injury Claims by Pre-
cinct and County Law Enforcement

Officials; Subrogation by County

A county which has paid medical expenses, doctor
bills, hospital bills, or salary for a sheriff, deputy
sheriff, constable, deputy constable or other county
or precinct law enforcement official under the provi-
sions of Article III, Section 52e, Constitution of the
State of Texas, shall be subrogated to the law
enforcement official’s right of recovery for personal
injuries occasioned by the negligence or wrong of
another to the extent of the amount of payments
made by the county under Article ITI, Section 52e,
Constitution of the State of Texas. The fact that
the law enforcement official has a claim for dam-
ages for personal injuries is not a ground for the
county to deny the payment of medical expenses,
doctor bills, and hospital bills.

[Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 671, ch. 282, § 1, eff. June 11,
1978.] : E

Art. 1581c. Relinquishing to Donors Lands Do-
nated to County for County Pur-

poses

Sec. 1. Commissioners Courts of the respective
counties in this State are authorized and empowered

-to abandon and relinquish to the donors of such

lands and their successors in the  title, all lands
donated to their county for county seats, court-
houses and other county purposes, in all cases
where such land has been abandoned and not used
for more than forty (40) years for the purpose of
such donation, at the date of the order of such
Court abandoning and relinquishing the same, pro-
vided, however, that the provisions of this Act shall
not app]y/ unless it is shown that such donors and
their successors in title have been in actual continu-
ous, open, peaceful and adverse possession of such
lands for a period of forty (40) years next preceding
the order of such court abandoning, relinquishing or
conveying of such realty by the Commissioners
Court. ’

Sec. 2. All orders and judgments of the respec-
tive Commissioners Courts in this State abandoning
or conveying or relinquishing lands which had been
conveyed to their respective counties for county
seat, courthouse or other county purpose, hereto-
fore made, in cases where such land has not been
used for the purpose of its donation for more than
forty (40) years are hereby validated.

Sec. 3. Commissioners Courts of the respective
counties in this State are authorized and empowered
to reconvey and relinquish to the donors. of such
land, or to their successors in the title, all lands
which were donated and conveyed to any such coun-
ties for county seat, county court, or other county
purposes, which lands have been or may be aban-
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doned and unused for such county purpose for a
period of more than forty (40) years, as for failure
of consideration of such grant to any such county.

[Acts 1947, 50th Leg., p. 378, ch. 212.]

Art. 1581d. Airports; Counties of 6141 to 6150
Inhabitants

Sec. 1. All counties in this State having a popu-
lation of not less than six thousand one hundred
forty-one (6,141) and not more than six thousand
one hundred fifty (6,150) inhabitants according to
the last preceding Federal Census, and having an
assessed valuation of not less than Twenty-one Mil-
lion ($21,000,000.00) Dollars according to the last
approved tax rolls, are hereby authorized to acquire
by purchase or otherwise an airport not to exceed
six hundred forty (640) acres in area to be located
not more than five (5) miles from the heaviest
populated area in the county.

Sec. 2. Each county acquiring land to be used
for an airport under the provisions of this Act may
acquire such land to be used for airport purposes
without the acquisition of any or all mineral interest
thereunder.

See. 3. No airport acquired under this Act shall
be located on any land which is owned by the State
of Texas or in which the State of Texas has any
interest, mineral or otherwise.

Sec. 4. If any provision of this Act shall be held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remain-
ing provisions; and the Legislature hereby declares
that it would have enacted such remaining portion
despite such invalidity.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 611, ch. 326.]

Art. 1581d-1. Airstrips; Counties of 24,600 to
24,700
Sec. 1. This Act shall apply in any county hav-

ing a population of not less than twenty-four thou-
sand, six hundred (24,600) nor more than twenty-
four thousand, seven hundred (24,700), according to
the last preceding federal census.

Sec. 2. As used in this Act, the term “airstrip”
means any area of land or water used, or intended
for use, for the landing and take-off of aircraft, and
any appurtenant area used, or intended for use, for
airport buildings, or other airport facilities, or
rights-of-way.

Sec. 3. The Commissioners Court, in any county
to which this Act applies, may authorize the use of
equipment, machinery, and employees of the county
to construct, establish, and maintain any public air-
strip in such county. The cost of the use of equip-
ment, machinery, and employees of the county as
herein authorized shall be financed out of appropri-
ate county funds.

[Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 823, ch. 313, eff. May 30, 1963.
Amended by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1829, ch. 542, § 53,
eff. Sept. 1, 1971; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 561, ch. 237,
§ 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]
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Art. 1581e. Flood Control, Powers Respecting

Sec. 1. All counties in this State shall have the
right of eminent domain to condemn and acquire
real property and easements and right-of-ways over
and through all public and private lands for the
making and digging of canals, drains, levees and
improvements in the county for flood control pur-
poses and for drainage as related to flood control,
and for providing necessary outlets for waters in
such counties. No appeal from the finding and
assessment of damages by the Special Commission-
ers appointed for that purpose shall suspend the
work for which the land, right-of-way, easement, or
other property is acquired. Where, in the judgment
of the Commissioners Court, the acquisition of the
fee in the land is necessary, condemnation of the fee
title may be had; provided, however, that the coun-
ties shall not have authority to condemn the fee of,
as distinguished from an easement or right-of-way
over, across or upon, any property lawfully used or
occupied by any public utility, railroad, canal, levee
or other person, concern, corporation or body politic
devoting its property to a public use.

Sec. 2. The proceedings with respect to con-
demning lands or interests therein, or other proper-
ty, for the uses above specified shall be controlled
by the statutes regulating such proceedings by
counties in other cases, as provided in Article 3264,
Revised Statutes of Texas, 1925, et seq.

Sec. 3. The Commissioners Court of any county
in this State may contract and agree with any other
county, political subdivision, governmental unit, or
municipal corporation for the joint acquisition of
right-of-ways, or joint construction or maintenance
of canals, drains, levees and other improvements for
flood control, and drainage as related to flood con-
trol, and for making necessary outlets, and main-
taining them. Such contracts shall contain such
terms, provisions and details as the governing bod-
ies of the respective political subdivisions shall de-
termine to be necessary under all of the facts and
circumstances, and may provide that such works
may be maintained jointly, or by either one (1) of
such political subdivisions, under its exclusive di-
rection and control, with such contributions toward
the expense of such maintenance as the other coun-
ty or political subdivision may agree to make.

Sec. 3a. Where, in the opinion of the Court, it
becomes necessary to condemn an easement, as
against persons who also have the power of eminent
domain, all expenses involved in the acquisition,
construction, and maintenance of the flood control
or drainage project shall be the obligation of the
county, flood control district or drainage district, as
the case may be.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 759, ch. 407.]

Art. 1581le-1. Flood Insurance; Participation in
Federal Program by Gulf Coast
Counties; Control of Flood Damage
Sec. 1. The State of Texas recognizes the per-

sonal hardships and economic distress caused by
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flood disasters since it has become uneconomical for
the private insurance industry alone to make flood
insurance available to those in need of such protec-
tion on reasonable terms and conditions. Recogniz-
ing the burden on the nation’s resources, Congress
enacted the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968,
whereby flood insurance can be made available
through coordinated efforts of the Federal Govern-
ment and the private insurance industry, by pooling
risks, and through the positive cooperation of state
and local government. The purpose. of this Act is to
evidence a positive interest in securing flood insur-
ance coverage under this Federal program, and to
so procure for those citizens of Texas desiring to
participate; and to promote the public interest by
providing appropriate protection against the perils
of flood losses and encouraging sound land use by
minimizing exposure of property to flood losses.

Sec. 2. Any county bordering on the Gulf of
Mexico or the tidewater limits thereof may deter-
mine and describe the boundaries of flood, or rising
water prone, areas. The suitability of such determi-
nation shall be conclusively established when the
commissioners court of such county shall have made
a finding in a resolution passed by it that an area or
areas located within the boundaries of such county
are flood, or rising water prone, areas.

Sec. 3. For the purposes of this Act, the phrase,
“flood, or rising water prone, area” shall mean an
area that js subject to or exposed to flooding by the
Gulf of Mexico or its tidal waters, including lakes,
bays, inlets, and lagoons, which results in damage
to land or property.

Sec. 4. The commissioners court of any such
county shall have the power and authority to enact
and enforce regulations which regulate, restrict, or
control the management and use of land, structures,
and other development in flood, or rising water
prone, areas. in such a manner as to reduce the
danger of damage caused by flood losses. This
power and authority may include, but shall not be
limited to, requirements for flood -proofing of struc-
tures Whlch are permltted to remain in, or be con-
structed in, flood or rising water prone, areas; reg-
ulations concerning minimum elevation of any strue-
ture permitted to be erected in, or improved in, such
areas; specifications for drainage; and any other
action which is feasible to minimize flooding and
rising water damage.

[Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p. 2107, ch. 720, eff. June 12, 1969.]
142 U.S.C.A. § 4011 et seq.

Art. 1581f. Payment for Relocation of Water
Lines Owned by Water Control and
Improvement Districts

The counties of the State of Texas are hereby
authorized to pay for the relocation of water lines
owned by water control and improvement districts
when such relocation is necessary to complete the
construction or improvement of Farm-to-Market
Roads as defined by Subsection 4-b of Article XX of
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Chapter 184, Acts of the Forty-seventh Legislature,
Regular Session, 1941, as amended,! provided the
water control and improvement district which owns
the water lines to be relocated agrees to repay the
county for the cost of relocating the water lines
within twenty (20) years with interest thereon at a
rate equal to that paid by the county on their Road
and Bridge Fund time warrants.

[Acts 1962, 57th Leg., 3rd C.S., p. 73, ch. 28, § 1.]
1 Article 7083a.

Art. 1581g. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.

599, ch. 237, § 145, eff, Sept. 1, 1981
Art. 1581g-1. County Industrial Commissions in
Certain Counties

The county judge of any county having a popula-
tion of not less than 13,300 nor more than 13,350, or
not less than 22,600 nor more than 23,000, or not
less than 17,900 nor more than 18,100, or not less
than 14,650 nor more than 14,800, according to the
last preceding federal census, may appoint a County
Industrial Commission to consist of at least seven
residents of the county and who are currently serv-
ing or have served in the past on the Industrial
Foundation Committee, Commissioners Court, City
Council or school boards, who have exhibited inter-
est in the industrial development of the county to
serve for a term of two years. The county is
hereby authorized to pay the necessary expenses of
such commission. Such commission shall investi-
gate, study, and undertake ways and means of
promoting and encouraging the prosperous develop-
ment of business, industry, and commerce within
said county. Such Commission shall promote and
encourage the location and development of new
businesses and industries in such county as well as
the maintenance and expansion of existing business-
es. Such commission shall cooperate with, and uti-
lize the services of, the Texas Industrial Commis-
sion. The data obtamed shall be available to the
commissioners court.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2947, ch. 975, § 1, eff. June 15,
1971. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 561, ch. 287,
§ 11, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1581g-2. County Industrial Commissions

Establishment of Commission

Sec. 1. (a) The county judge of any county may
appoint a County Industrial Commission.

(b) The commission shall consist of at least seven
residents of the county who have exhibited interest
in the industrial development of the county. Mem-
bers serve for a term of two years.

Expenses

Sec. 2. The county may pay the necessary ex-
penses of the commission.
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Duties of Commission

Sec. 3. The County Industrial Commission shall
investigate and undertake ways and means of pro-
moting the prosperous development of business,
industry, and commerce within the county. The
commission shall promote the location and develop-
ment of new businesses and industries in the county
as well as the maintenance and expansion of exist-
ing businesses.

Cooperation with Texas Industrial Commission

Sec. 4. The commission shall cooperate with and
utilize the services of the Texas Industrial Commis-
sion,

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 2017, ch. 791, §§ 1 to 4, eff. June
13, 1979.]

Art. 1581h. Unclaimed Funds in Custody of
County or Precinet Officer

Definition

Sec. 1. In this Act, “person” includes any pri-
vate legal entity.

Funds Covered by Act

Sec. 2. (a) This Act applies to any funds in the
custody or control of a county or precinct officer,
including a court, that a person is entitled to receive
on demand. That a court must enter an order
directing that the funds be paid or that an officer
must perform a ministerial act for them to be paid
does not remove the funds from the coverage of
this Act.

(b) This Act does not apply to a claim, the validity
of which is unquestioned, if there is a controversy
regarding the amount of funds a person is entitled
to receive.

Notice

Sec. 3. (a) If a county or precinct officer has
custody or control of funds covered by this Act, he
has no knowledge of any controversy about who is
entitled to receive the funds, and the person entitled
to receive them does not claim them within one year
after becoming entitled to them, the officer shall
give the person a written notice stating:

(1) that the officer holds funds belonging to the
person;

(2) the amount of the funds; and

(3) that the funds will become subject to escheat
to the county if the person does not claim them
within the time prescribed by law.

(b) Except as .provided by Subsection (d) of this
section, the officer shall send the notice to the
person at the person’s last known address by certi-
fied mail, delivery restricted to addressee. If no
address is available or if the letter is returned
undelivered, the officer shall publish the notice in a
newspaper of general circulation in the county once
a week for at least two consecutive weeks.
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(c) The cost of postage, if notice is given by mail,
and the cost of newspaper publication, if notice by
publication is required, shall be deducted from the
funds to which the notice applies. If notice by
publication is given for more than one item of funds
in a single advertisement, an equal share of the cost
of the advertisement shall be paid from each item of
funds.

(d) If the cost that would be assessable for giving
notice equals or exceeds the funds to which the
notice applies, notice shall be given by posting it at
the courthouse at or near the place where notices of
meetings of public bodies are posted. The notice
must remain posted for at least 14 consecutive days.

Petition for Escheat

Sec. 4. (a) If funds are not claimed within four
years after notice is given, they are subject to
escheat to the county served by the county or
precinet officer having custody or control of the
funds.

(b) When funds become subject to escheat to the
county, the county attorney, or the criminal district
attorney in a county without a county attorney,
shall file a sworn petition in the district court stat-
ing the amount of the unclaimed funds, the name of
the person entitled to receive them, and the facts or
circumstances causing the funds to be subject to
escheat. The petition shall request that the funds
be escheated to the county and that a writ of
possession for the funds be issued in behalf of the
county.

Citation

See. 5. Citation is issued and served in the man-
ner provided by law for civil suits generally.

Citation by Publication

Sec. 6. Citation in each case shall also be issued
by publication, in the manner provided by law for
other civil suits. The citation shall direct any per-
son who may have a claim for the funds to appear
and answer. The citation shall contain a brief state-
ment of the contents of the petition.

Appearance by Claimants

Sec. 7. The defendant and any other person
claiming an interest in the funds may appear and
plead to the proceedings.

Default Judgment

Sec. 8. Judgment shall be rendered by default in
behalf of the county if no person appears and pleads
in the time prescribed by law.

Trial

Sec. 9. The court shall try all issues of fact and
law raised by the pleadings in the manner applicable
to civil suits generally.
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Judgment for County

Sec. 10. If it appears from the facts found that
the funds are subject to escheat, judgment shall be
rendered that the county recover the funds, and, in
the diseretion of the court, recover the costs against
the defendant. A writ of possession shall issue in
the manner applicable to other judgments for the
recovery of personal property. The writ of posses-
sion shall specify the exact amount of the unclaimed
funds in the custody or control of the county or
precinct officer.

Costs Against County

Sec. 11. Court costs may not be charged against
the county unless the defendant obtains a favorable
judgment. The costs incurred by the defendant
may be charged against the county in the manner
applicable to civil suits generally.

Appeal

Sec. 12. A party who has appeared in the pro-
ceedings, including the county attorney or criminal
district attorney on behalf of the county, may ap-
peal the judgment.

Disposition of Funds

Sec. 18. The funds recovered by the county un-
der this Act shall be delivered to the county treasur-
er, who shall deposit them to” the credit of the
county general fund. /

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 727,/cﬁ. 321, §§ 1 to 5, eff. Aug.
27, 1979. Amended by Acts/1981, 67th Leg., p. 2256, ch.
541, 8§ 1 to 5, eff. June 1/2,/ 1981.]

Section 6 of the 1981 amendatory act provided:

“If on the effective date of this Act a county or precinct officer
holds funds covered by Chapter 321, Acts of the 66th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1979 (Article 1581h, Vernon's Texas Civil Stat-
utes), as amended by this Act, that have been in his custody or
control for at least one year, he has no knowledge of any contro-
versy about who is entitled to receive the funds, and the funds
have not been claimed by the person entitled to receive them, the
officer shall give the notice required by Section 3 of that law
within 90 days after the effective date of this Act.”

CHAPTER FOUR. COUNTY LINES

Art.

1582, Survey Made.

1583. Marking Boundary.

1584.  Natural Objects.

1585. =~ Notice to Other Counties.

1586.  Oath and Bond of Surveyors.
1587.  Return and Record of Field Notes.
1588.  Absence of Surveyor.

1589. - Land Commissioner to Direct Survey.
1590. Division of Expense.

1591.  Suit to Establish Boundary.

1592. Marking Line on Map.

1592a. Repealed.

Art. 1582, Survey Made

‘Whenever it appears to the satisfaction of the
county court of any county, or notice shall be given
such court by the Land Commissioner that the
boundary or any part thereof, of the county is not
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sufficiently definite and well defined, such court
shall appoint an experienced and competent practi-
cal surveyor, whose duty it shall be to ascertain by
actual survey the boundary, or any part thereof, of
said county, and to make and establish the lines and
corners in the manner herein prescribed. The court,
in the order making the appointment, shall specify
the line or lines to be run, and the corners to be
established and marked; and shall in all things
conform to the law defining the boundaries of said
county. -

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1583. Marking Boundary

The initial corners of the surveys herein provided
for shall be designated by posts, mounds or stone
monuments; the posts shall be of hewn cedar, cy-
press or bois d’are, at least eight inches in diameter,

five feet long, and set in the ground not less than

three feet; the mounds shall be of stone when
practicable, otherwise of earth, and not less than
two feet high; at the end of each mile in said
boundary a like post, mound or stone monument
shall be established; the initial corners shall be
described on the post or monument established
there.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1584. Natural objects

In the field notes of the survey of the lines
ordered to be run, the surveyor shall give accurate
description of all prominent natural objects crossed
by, or adjacent to said lines, as well as of the
corners and lines of surveys on or near said bound-
aries.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1585. Notice to Other Counties

The court making such order shall cause a copy
thereof to be sent to the county courts of the
counties interested in such boundary, stating the
time and place, which time shall not be later than
twenty days after the meeting of the county court
of the county notified, for the commencement of the
survey; and such notice shall be given at least ten
days before the meeting of said county court; and
the court so notified shall appoint an experienced
and competent practical surveyor to proceed at the
time and place to assist in running and establishing
such line. ’

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1586. Oath and Bond of Surveyors

Such surveyors shall take the oath of office pre-
scribed by law for county surveyors, and shall,
before entering upon the duties herein prescribed,
enter into bond in the sum of one thousand dollars,
with two or more sureties to be approved by the
county judge, payable to the county judge or his



1349

successors in office, conditioned for -the faithful
performance of his duty.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1587. Return and Record of Field Notes

When the line shall have been surveyed and mark-
ed as herein provided, it shall be the duty of the
surveyor to make due return of the field notes and
map to the county court; which field notes and map
shall be recorded by the clerk, and a certified copy
thereof returned to the general land office.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1588. Absence of Surveyor

If either of the surveyors appointed to run and

mark such line shall fail to attend at the time and
“place appointed, the one in attendance shall proceed
alone to perform the duties assigned and make his
report to the county court of the county employing
him, which being approved by such court, shall be
recorded as evidence of the line in question. The
line so surveyed and marked shall thereafter be
regarded as the true boundary line between the
counties.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1589. Land Commissioner to Direct Survey

If the surveyors above provided for fail to agree
as to the true boundary line between their respec-
tive counties, the facts of such disagreement, with a
full statement of the questions at issue between
them, shall be by them reported to the Land Com-
missioner, who shall examine the disputed matter at
once; and from such data as the maps and archives
of his office furnish, shall designate to such survey-
ors the line to be run stating at what specific point
they shall begin and to what specific point they
shall run, adhering as nearly as possible to the line
designated in the act creating such county line,
which instructions shall be authority for said sur-
veyors to run such line. The line so run as above
directed shall thereafter be the true dividing line
between said counties.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1590. Division of Expense

The expense of surveying and marking such line
shall be divided between the counties interested, in
proportion to the frontage of each county upon the
line, and paid for by each county as proportioned.
The surveyors appointed as herein provided shall
receive for their services three dollars per mile for
each mile run. The expense of establishing the
posts, mounds, or stone monuments shall be paid by
the counties interested, and they shall be erected
under the supervision and direction of the surveyor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1591. Suit to Establish Boundary

Notwithstanding any preceding article of this
chapter, any county in this State may bring suit
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against any adjoining county or counties, for the
purpose of establishing the boundary line between
them. Such suit shall be brought in the district
court of the county in an adjoining judicial district
whose boundaries are not affected by the suit, and
whose county seat is nearest the county seat of the
county suing. Said court shall try said cause as
other causes, and shall have jurisdiction to deter-
mine where such boundary line is located, and, if
necessary, shall order the same to be remarked and
resurveyed. If, in the trial of any such cause, it is
found that the boundary line between the counties
involved has never been established and marked, or
if marked has become indefinite and undefined, said
court shall have power to re-establish the same and
order it marked. Any boundary line so established
by such judgmeént shall thereafter be regarded as
the true boundary line between the counties in
question; provided, that if it shall be found in any
such cause that the boundary line in question has
been heretofore established under the law then in
force, the same shall be declared to be the true line,
and shall be resurveyed and established as such.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1592. Marking Line on Map

It shall be unlawful for the Land Commissioner to
mark, fix or place on any of the maps in said office
any contested county line at any definite point
thereon, until a certified copy of the final judgment
of the court is filed in the General Land Office,
together with a certified copy of the field notes of
the line so established by such judgment.

[Acts 1925, 8.B. 84.]

Art. 1592a. Repealed by Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p.
2690, ch. 871, art. I, § 2(a)(4), eff.
Sept. 1, 1977
Acts 1977, 65th Leg., ch. 871, repealing this article, enacts the
Natural Resources Code.

For disposition of the subject matter of the repealed article, see
Disposition Table preceding the Natural Resources Code.
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Art. 1593. Election for County Seats

In the organization of any county or counties now
existing, or hereafter created by the Legislature, it
shall be the duty of the county judge holding the
election in such county for county officers thereof
to order an election for the location of a county seat
therein, which shall be conducted in the same man-
ner as that regulating the election of the officers of
such new county. The place receiving a majority of
all the votes cast by the electors voting on the
location of such county seat shall thereafter be the
county seat of such county, subject to be removed
as other county seats. When any county has been
organized, and no county seat has been located, the
county judge of such county shall order an election
for the location of a county seat.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1594. Vote Necessary

No county seat first established in a newly organ-
ized county shall be located at any point more than
five miles from the geographical center of any
county in this State, unless by a two-thirds vote of
all the electors voting on the subject in said county.

fActs 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1595. Election for Removal of

No county seat situated within five miles of the
geographical center of any county shall be removed
except by a vote of two-thirds of all the electors in
said county voting on the subject; nor shall any
county seat be removed from a point more than five
miles from the geographical center of any county to
any other point more than five miles from such
center, nor from a point within five miles of the
geographical center to any other point within five
miles of such center, except by a two-thirds vote of
all the electors in said county voting on the subject.
No person shall be allowed to vote except he be a
bona fide citizen of the county in which he offers to
vote. A majority of said electors, however, voting
at such election may remove a county seat from a
point more than five miles from the geographical
center of the county to a point within five miles of
such center; in either event the center to be deter-
mined by a certificate from the Land Commissioner.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., 1st
CS., p. T, ch. 5,8 1; Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 343, ch. 160,
§ 1]
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Art. 1596. Proceedings for Removal of County
Seat

When it becomes desirable to remove the county
seat of any county, the county judge of said county,
upon the written application of not less than one
hundred freeholders and qualified voters, who are
resident citizens of said county shall make a written
order upon the minutes of said commissioners court
for the holding of an election at various voting
precincts in said county on a day therein named,
which shall not be less than thirty nor more than
sixty days from date of order, for the purpose of
submitting the question to the electors of said coun-
ty. When a county seat has been established for
more than ten years, it shall require two hundred
freeholders and qualified voters to make said appli-
cation. In counties having less than three hundred
and fifty legal voters, to be determined by the
number of votes cast at the last preceding general
election such application may be made by one hun-
dred resident freeholders and qualified voters of
said county. When a county seat has been estab-
lished for more than forty years, it shall require a
majority of the resident freeholders and qualified
voters of said county to make the application, said
majority to be ascertained by the county judge from
the assessment rolls thereof. In counties having
not more than 150 qualified voters, such application
shall be held sufficient when it shall have been
signed by a majority of the resident freeholders and
qualified voters of said county, said majority to be
ascertained by the county judge from the assess-
ment rolls thereof. In the event of the failure,
refusal or inability of the county judge to perform
any duty imposed upon him by this article such duty
may be performed by any two county commission-
ers of the county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1597. Geographical Center

The Land Commissioner, upon being notified by
the county judge that a proposition is submitted to
the people of his county, or that it-is desirable on
the part of the people thereof, that the center of
such county shall be designated, preliminary to the
removal of any county seat, shall from the maps,
surveys and other data on file in his office, desig-
nate the center of such county, and shall certify the
same to such county judge, who shall cause the
same to be spread upon the records of deeds of his
county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1598. Who May Vote and Form of Ballot

All persons who are qualified voters under the
Constitution and laws of the State shall be entitled
to vote at said election. On each ticket, the voter
shall write or cause to be written or printed: “For
removal to .(6)” (inserting the name of the place);
or, should the voter be in favor of the county seat
remaining where it is, he shall write or cause to be
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written or printed on his ticket: “For remaining at
.(6)” (inserting the name of the place.)

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1599. Election

The county judge or commissioners shall order
said election in each voting precinet in said county,
which shall be conducted as near as may be, as
elections for county officers. The officers holding
the elections shall make return thereof to the au-
thority ordering said election within ten days after
the same was held, who shall then proceed to open
said returns and count the same, and declare the
result, which shall be entered upon the records of
said commissioners court, and shall also state the
name of the place from which, and the name of the
place to which, the same is removed. A certified
copy of such entry shall thereupon be recorded in
the proper record deeds of such county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1600. County Seats Removed, When

When such entry has been made, the county seat,
if the election be held to move the county seat from
a point within five miles of the geographical center,
to a point more or less than five miles from the
geographical center, or from a point more than five
miles from the geographical center, to any other
point more than five miles from such center, shall
be removed to the place receiving the votes of
two-thirds of all the electors voting on the subject;
and such place shall thereafter be the county seat of
such county. If the election be held to move the
county seat from a point more than five miles from
the geographical center to a point within five miles
of such center, then the county seat shall be moved
to the place receiving a majority of all the electors
in the county voting at such election, and such place
shall thereafter be the county seat of such county.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., 1st
CS., p. 7, ch. 5, § 2; Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 343, ch. 160,
§ 2]

Art. 1601. Subsequent Election

Whenever an election for the location or removal
of a county seat has been voted on by the electors
of any county, and the question settled, it shall not
be lawful for a like application to be made for the
same purpose within ten (10) years thereafter. Pro-
vided that an application may be made and an
election held to remove the county seat from a
location more than five (5) miles from a railroad
operating as a common carrier, to a location on a
railroad within two (2) years thereafter; and further
provided that no county seat of any county in the
State of Texas shall be moved from its present
location until all bonds, warrants, and evidence of
debt of every kind, character, and description issued
by said county and incurred for the construction of
existing courthouse or courthouses, shall have been
paid in full provided that the provisions of this Act
shall not apply to counties where the county seat is
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at the time of the passage of this Act located more
than fifteen (15) miles air-line from a railroad.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p.
264, ch., 185; Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 328, ch. 128]

Art. 1602. Courts Shall Hold at Seat

All terms of the district, county and commission-
ers court shall be held at the county seat.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1603. Buildings to be Provided

The county commissioners court of each county,
as soon as practicable after the establishment of a
county seat, or after its removal from one place to
another, shall provide a court house and jail for the
county, and offices for county officers at such coun-
ty seat and keep the same in good repair.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1604. Place of Holding Court

Until the county seats of new counties are estab-
lished, as required under this chapter, the courts of
such new counties shall be held at such place as
may be appointed by the commissioners court of
such county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1605. Location of Offices

(a) The County Judge, Sheriff, Clerks of the Dis-
trict and of the County Courts, County Treasurer,
Assessor and Collector of Taxes, County Surveyor
and County Attorney of the several counties of this
State, shall keep their offices at the county seats of
their respective counties; provided, however, that in
all counties having a city or cities, other than the
county seats, within their boundaries, having a pop-
ulation of five thousand (5,000) and over, and in
counties of over three hundred fifty thousand (350,-
000), according to the last Federal Census, the As-
sessor and Collector of Taxes when authorized by
order of the Commissioners Court may maintain a
branch office in said city or cities, and may appoint
one or more Deputies for said offices, and the
salaries to be paid said Deputies together with the
office rent and other expenses incidental to main-
taining said offices shall be considered as a part of
the necessary expenses of the Assessor and Collec-
tor of Taxes and shall be paid in the manner now
provided by law for the payment of the expenses of
the Assessor and Collector of Taxes; and provided
further that in all counties having a population of
more than seventy thousand (70,000), according to
the last Federal Census, and containing one or more
cities or towns, other than the county seat, which
has in excess of one thousand (1,000) inhabitants,
according to the last Federal Census, said Tax As-
sessor and Collector with the consent and approval
of the Commissioners Court may maintain a branch
office and may appoint a Deputy Tax Collector in
each such town or city, who shall have the right to
collect taxes from all persons who desire to pay
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their taxes to him, and to issue a valid receipt
therefor. Such Deputy shall enter into such bond,
payable to the County Judge of the County, as the
Tax Assessor and Collector and Commissioners
Court of the county may require. The period of
time such branch offices shall be maintained, and
the salary of such Deputy Collector and the period
of time he shall hold such office shall be fixed by
the Commissioners Court and such Deputy Collector
shall be subject to all of the terms and provisions of
the law relating to Deputy Tax Collectors. The Tax
Collector shall remain liable on his bonds for all
taxes collected by such Deputy, and nothing herein
shall be construed as a limitation on the liability of
the bonds of either the Tax Collector or such Depu-
ty. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as
making it mandatory upon the Assessor and Collec-
tor of Taxes and the Commissioners Courts of such
counties to maintain such branch offices and ap-
point such Deputies, but the establishment of such
branch offices and the appointment shall wholly be
within the discretion of the Commissioners Courts
of such counties. When such branch office or of-
fices are established and a Deputy or Deputies are
appointed hereunder, the salary or salaries to be
paid and expense necessary to maintain said office
or offices shall be considered as a part of the
necessary expenses of the Assessor and Collector of
Taxes, and shall be paid as now provided by law for
the payment of the expenses of the Assessor and
Collector of Taxes.

(b) If any branch office is established under this
Article or under any other law permitting the estab-
lishing of subcourthouses, office buildings, or
branch offices and if the Assessor and Collector of
Taxes maintains at least one (1) full-time, perma-
nent employee at the subcourthouse, office building,
or branch office, boat certificates of number and
boat and outboard motor certificates of title shall be
issued or the applications for those certificates shall
be accepted as provided by Subchapters B and B-1,
Chapter 31, Parks and Wildlife Code, as amended,!
at the subcourthouse, office building, or branch
office.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., p.
338, § 1; Acts 1937, 45th Leg., p. 63, ch. 39, § 1; Acts
1953, 53rd Leg., p. 49, ch. 39, § 1; Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p.
1354, ch. 607, § 6, eff. Aug. 27, 1979.]

1 Parks and Wildlife Code, §§ 31.021 et seq. and 31.045 et seq.

Art. 1605a. Branch Office Buildings in Cities of
15,000 or More Outside County

Seat

Sec. 1. The Commissioners Court of each county
of this State shall have the power and the authority
to provide, maintain, and repair an office building
and/or jail in one or more cities, other than the
county seat, having a population of Fifteen Thou-
sand (15,000) or more, according to the last preced-
ing federal census in the same manner as the Com-
missioners Court may now provide for and maintain
a courthouse and jail at the county seat, and upon
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the acquisition or construction of such office build-
ing, the Commissioners Court may authorize, in the
same manner as authorized by Article 1605, the
maintaining of branch offices in each of said cities,
except the District Clerk, County and District
Judges, County Clerk, and County Treasurer, pro-
vided that all officers shall keep all original records
at the county seat, and deputies may be provided as
authorized in Article 1605. The Commissioners
Court shall have the care and custody of such
buildings and may place such limitations as it may
see fit on the authorization and maintenance of
branch offices.

Sec. 2. Said office building and/or jail may be
provided for, maintained and repaired by the is-
suance of bonds as is provided by Chapters 1 and 2,
Title 22, Revised Civil Statutes, 1925, and all amend-
ments thereto,! or to provide, maintain, the repair
the same through the issuance of evidences of in-
debtedness in the same manner as courthouses and
jails at the county seats, and the taxes may be
levied therefor in the same manner and subject to
the same limitations as for courthouses and jails at
the county seat; provided, however, that the cost of
any such office building and/or jail shall not exceed
more than two percent of the taxable values of the
county for the last preceding year.

See. 8. All acts heretofore taken and proceed-
ings heretofore adopted by the Commissioners
Court in any county providing for the purchasing of
a site and erecting and equipping an office building
for county officers in any city other than the county
seat of such county, all evidences of indebtedness
heretofore authorized to finance the same, and all
tax levies heretofore made in behalf of such evi-
dences of indebtedness are in all things confirmed,
approved and validated; provided, however, nothing
in this Act shall validate any evidence of indebted-
ness the validity of which is in question in a court of
competent jurisdiction on the effective date of this
Act if the ultimate decision of the court is against
the validity thereof.

[Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., p. 810, ch. 333. Amended by Acts
1933, 43rd Leg., p. 101, ch. 49, § 1; Acts 1963, 58th Leg,,
p. 12, ch. 10, § 1, eff. March 7, 1963; Acts 1975, 64th Leg.,
p. 645, ch. 266, § 1, eff. May 20, 1975.]

1 Article 701 et seq.

Art. 1605a-1. Branch Office Buildings in Coun-
ties of Over 110,000 Having City of

Over 10,000 OQutside County Seat

Sec. 1. This Act shall apply only to those coun-
ties which may now or hereafter have a population
in excess of 110,000, and which county, at the same
time, contains one or more incorporated cities whose
area is not contiguous to the county seat, which
have a population in excess of 10,000.

Sec. 2. The Commissioners Court of any county
to which this Act applies is hereby authorized to
acquire land for and to purchase, construet, repair,
equip and improve buildings and other permanent
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improvements to be used as a county branch office
building; provided that such building may not be
located at the county seat or in a city contiguous to
the county seat, nor shall such building be con-
structed in any city having a population of less than
10,000.

Sec. 8. To pay the costs of acquiring land for
and of purchasing, constructing, repairing, equip-
ping and improving such buildings and other perma-
nent improvements, the Commissioners Court of
each county to which this Act applies is hereby
authorized to issue negotiable bonds or certificates
of indebtedness of the county and to levy and collect
taxes in payment of either of such obligations out of
the permanent improvement fund. The certificates
or bonds shall be authorized by an order of the
Commissioners Court, shall mature in not exceeding
40 years, shall bear interest at a rate not to exceed
five per cent per annum which interest shall be
evidenced by coupons attached to the bonds or
certificates. They shall be signed by the County
Judge, attested by the County Clerk and registered
by the County Treasurer. The certificates or bonds
authorized to be issued under the provisions of this
Act, and the records relating to their issuance, shall
be submitted to the Attorney General of Texas for
examination, and if they have been issued in accord-
ance with the constitution and laws of the State of
Texas, he shall approve them, and thereupon they
shall be registered by the Comptroller of Public
Accounts; and after they have been approved and
registered and delivered to the purchaser, they shall
be incontestable. Such obligations shall be fully
negotiable and are hereby declared to be negotiable
instruments.

Sec. 4. Any bonds authorized under the provi-
sions of this Act may be issued only upon compli-
ance with Chapter I of Title 22, Revised Civil Stat-
utes of Texas, 1925, as amended, governing the
issuance of bonds by political subdivisions. Certifi-
cates of indebtedness authorized under the provi-
sions of this Act may be issued only if a notice of
intention to issue the certificates is given in the
manner provided by Section 2 of Chapter 163, Acts
of the 42nd Legislature, 1981 (Bond and Warrant
Law of 1931),! and no petition is presented in the
manner prescribed by Section 4 of that Act?2 or the
result of the election called under said Section 4
permits the issuance of the certificates.

Sec. 5. It is the purpose and intent of this Act to
permit the construction of a county branch office
building in cities other than the county seat where
the administration of the affairs of the county will
not be impaired and where the acquisition of such
office space can be located in a city whose popula-
tion is sufficient to justify the establishment of such
facilities. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as
permitting a branch office to be established away
from the county seat if other provisions of the laws
in force and effect prohibit such establishment.
The provisions of this Act shall be construed to
accomplish this purpose and should any sentence,
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clause, paragraph or portion of this law be con-
strued as in contravention of the constitution, its
invalidity shall not affect the remainder of the pro-
visions of the Act.

[Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 156, ch. 67.]

1Article 2368a, § 2.
2Article 2368a, § 4.

Art. 1605a~2. Office Buildings Outside County
Seat in Counties of 25,000 to 25,050

Sec. 1. In all counties having a population of
more than 25,000 but less than 25,050, according to
the last preceding federal census, the Commission-
ers Court of each said county shall have the power
and authority to construct, operate and maintain an
office building and/or jail at a city other than the
county seat in the same manner as such Commis-
sioners Court may not provide for and maintain a
court house and jail at the county seat. The Com-
missioners Court may authorize the maintenance of
a branch office of the county tax assessor and
collector, a jail, and a justice court in such buildings.
However, all county officers shall keep all original
records at the county seat. The Commissioners
Court shall have the care and custody of such
buildings and may place such limitations as it may
see fit on the authorization and maintenance of such
facilities. When authorized to maintain such branch
office, the assessor and collector of taxes may ap-
point one or more deputies for said offices. The
expenses incidental to maintaining said facilities
shall be considered as a part of the necessary ex-
penses of the county. Said deputy assessor-collec-
tors shall have the right to collect taxes from all
persons who desire to pay their taxes to them, and
to issue a valid receipt therefor. Such deputy shall
enter into such bond, payable to the County Judge
of the county, as the tax assessor and collector and
Commissioners Court of the county may require.
The period of time such branch offices shall be
maintained, and the salary of such deputy collector
and the period of time he shall hold such office shall
be fixed by the Commissioners Court and such
deputy collector shall be subject to all of the terms
and provisions of the law relating to deputy tax
collectors. The tax collectors shall remain liable on
his bonds for all taxes collected by such deputy, and
nothing herein shall be construed as a limitation on
the liability of the bonds of either the tax collector
or such deputy. Nothing contained herein shall be
construed as making it mandatory upon the asses-
sor and collector of taxes and the Commissioners
Courts of such counties to maintain such branch
offices and appoint such deputies, but the establish-
ment of such branch offices and the appointment
shall wholly be within the discretion of the Commis-
sioners Courts of such counties. When such branch
office or offices are established and a deputy or
deputies are appointed hereunder, the salary or
salaries to be paid and expense necessary to main-
tain said office or offices shall be considered as a
part of the necessary expenses of the assessor and



Art. 1605a-2

collector of taxes, and shall be paid as now provided
by law for the payment of the expenses of the
assessor and collector of taxes.

Sec. 2. Said office building and/or jail may be
provided for, maintained and repaired by the is-
suance of bonds as is provided by Chapters 1 and 2,
Title 22, Revised Civil Statutes, 1925, as amended,
or it may be provided for, maintained, and repaired
through the issuance of evidences of indebtedness
in the same manner as courthouses and jails at the
county seats, and the taxes may be levied therefor
in the same manner and subject to the same limita-
tions as for courthouses and jails at the county seat.

[Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 103, ch. 57. Amended by Acts
1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1841, ch. 542, § 101, eff. Sept. 1, 1971;
Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 561, ch. 237, § 12, eff. Sept. 1,
1981.] _

Art. 1605a-3. Counties and Cities; Joint Con-
struction, Ownership and Mainte-
nance of Buildings; Contracts

Sec. 1. This Act shall be applicalble in any coun--

ty in which there is an incorporated city having a
population of not less than two thousand (2,000)
which is located more than 10 (ten) miles from the
county seat, and shall apply to such city.

Sec. 2. Any county and city to which this Act is
applicable are authorized jointly to own, construct,
equip, enlarge and maintain a building in such city
to be used for branch offices and library of the
county, the justice of the peace, and for a city hall.
The cost of construction thereof shall be paid from
current income and funds on hand as provided in
the budgets or tax levies of the county and the city.

Sec. 3. The county and the eity shall specify by
contract the amount or the proportionate part of
money to be contributed by each for such construe-
tion and equipment; the account or accounts in
which such money is to be deposited; the party
which shall award construction and other contracts
or that such contracts are to be awarded by action
of both parties; and the manner in which disburse-
ments from such account shall be authorized. Such
contract may provide for the appointment of a com-
mittee or a board to operate and maintain the build-
ing, or that one of the parties shall perform that
service; and may specify the portion of the opera-
tion and maintenance expenses to be contributed
annually by the county and the city.

Sec. 4. Annual expenses for the operation and
maintenance of the building shall be budgeted by
the county and by the city.

Sec. 5. Title to the land upon which the building
is to be constructed shall be placed jointly in the
county and the city.

[Acts 1961, 5Tth Leg., p. 149, ch. 76.]
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Art. 1605a-4. Branch Offices for Tax Assessors
and Collectors in Counties of 38,200
to 39,000

Sec. 1. In any county which has a population of
not less than 38,200 inhabitants but not more than
39,000 inhabitants according to the last preceding
federal census, the Commissioners Court may pro-
vide for, operate, and maintain a branch office for
the county tax assessor and collector for any length
of time the commissioners consider necessary.

Sec. 2. (a) If the branch office is maintained in a
building which is owned by the county, the commis-
sioners court shall operate and maintain the build-
ing in the same manner in which it operates and
maintains the county courthouse. The commission-
ers court shall have care and custody of the building
and may place any limitations on the use and main-
tenance of the building which it finds necessary.

(b) If the commissioners court does not wish to
construct a building or purchase office space for the
branch office, the commissioners court may rent or
lease a sufficient amount of offlce space for the
branch office.

Sec. 8. (a) After the commissioners court has
authorized the creation of a branch office, the coun-
ty tax assessor and collector may appoint one or
more deputies to work in the office. The commis-
sioners court shall determine the length of time for
which the deputies will serve and the salaries to be
paid to the deputies.

(b) Each deputy shall execute a bond in any
amount required by the commissioners court, pay-
able to the county judge, conditioned on the faithful
performance of their duties. The county tax asses-
sor and collector is liable under his bonds for all
taxes collected by any deputy under this Aect, and.
this Act shall not be construed as a limit on the
liability of the bonds of the county tax assessor and
collector or his deputies.

(¢) Any deputy appointed under this Act may
collect taxes from any person who desires to pay his
taxes and may issue a valid receipt for the taxes.

(d) Any deputy appointed under this Act is sub-
jeet to the terms and provisions of the law relating
to deputy tax collectors.

Sec. 4. Expenses incurred in providing office
space, in operatmg and maintaining the branch of-
fice, and in paying the salaries of the deputies are
considered part of the necessary expenses of the
county tax assessor and collector and shall be paid
in the same manner as other expenses of the county
tax assessor and collector.

Sec. 5. Any actions taken by the commissioners
court and the county tax assessor and collector and
his deputies which relate to providing, operating,
and maintaining a branch tax office before the
effective date of this Act and any expenditures
made by the county in connection with a branch tax
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office before the effective date of this Act are
validated.

[Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p. 74, ch. 32, §§ 1 to 5, eff. March
26, 1969. Amended by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1819, ch.
542, § 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1971; Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1958,

ch. 599, § 1, eff. Sept 1, 1971; Aects 1981, 67th Leg., p

562, ch. 237, § 13, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1605a~5. Auxiliary Courthouses and Fac111-
ties

Auxiliary Courthouses and Facilities

Sec. 1. (a) The commissioners court of a county
may provide one or more of the following facilities
in any part of the city, town, or village designated
as the county seat, including a part of the munici-
pality added to the municipality after it became the
county seat, but not including a part of the munici-
pality that is outside the county:

(1) auxiliary courthouses;
(2) jails;
(3) parking garages;

(4) district, county, and 'preci‘nct administrative
and judicial offices and courtrooms; or

(5) any facility related to the administration of
civil or criminal justice.

(b) The authority of the commissioners court to
provide a facility under this Act includes the author-
ity to acquire necessary sites and to purchase, con-
struct, equip, or enlarge one or more facilities, as
well as to repair and maintain the facilities provid-
ed.

(¢} The commissioners court by order may desig-
nate a facility acquired or constructed under this
Act as a courthouse of the county, but an auxiliary
facility provided under this' Act may not replace the
courthouse at the county seat.

Holding of Court

Sec. 2. (a) Any district, county, or other court
required by law to hold its terms at the county seat
may hold its terms at a court facility provided under
this Act, even though the facility is located in a part
of the municipality designated as the county seat
that was added to the municipality after it became
the county seat.

(b) This section does not apply to the terms of the
eommissioners court.

Offices

Sec. 3. Any district, county, or precinct officer
who is required by law to maintain an office at the
county seat may maintain an office and keep official
records at a facility provided under this Act, but the
officer must continue to maintain an office at the
county seat.
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Auxiliary Courts within the County

Sec. 4. In addition to auxiliary courthouses and
facilities within a municipality designated as the
county seat, the commissioners court of a county
may authorize specific geographic locations within
the county and outside the limits of a municipality
designated as the county seat as auxiliary courts
for purposes of conducting nonjury proceedings and
may designate those locations as auxiliary county -
seats for such purposes.

Previous Actions Validated

Sec. 5. If before the effective date of this Act
the commissioners court of a county undertook to
provide a facility covered by this Act or to acquire
land for a facility covered by this Act, and the
location of the proposed facility or the land was in a
part of the city, town, or village designated as the
county seat that was not a part of the municipality
when it was designated as the county seat, all
governmental acts and proeceedings of the commis-
sioners court relating to that undertaking, including
any evidences of indebtedness authorized and any
tax levies made for the evidences of indebtedness,
are validated. This section does not apply to any
matter that, on the effective date of this Act:

(1) is involved in litigation, if the litigation ulti-
mately results in the matter being held invalid by a
final judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction;
or

(2) has been held invalid by a final judgment of a
court of jurisdiction.

Effect on Other Laws

Sec. 6. (a) This Act does not limit authority of a
commissioners court under any other law with re-
gard to providing facilities of the type covered by
this Act.

(b) To the extent this Act conflicts with Article
1602 or 1605, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925,
as amended, or any other statute, this Act prevails.

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 382, ch. 174, §§ 1 to 6, eff. May
15, 1979.]

CHAPTER SIX. COUNTY BOUNDARIES

Art. 1606. Boundaries as Established, Adopted,
and Acts Creating Continued in
Force

The county boundaries of the counties in this
State as now recognized and established are
adopted as the true boundaries of such counties,
and the acts creating such counties and defining the
boundaries are continued in force.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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CHAPTER SEVEN. COUNTY HOME RULE

Art.
1606a. County Home Rule.
1606b. Bexar County; Manner of Determining Result.

Art. 1606a. County Home Rule

Purpose of Act

Sec. 1. The purpose of this Act is to provide an
enabling Act vunder the recent Constitutional
Amendment adopted and known as Section 3 of
Article 9 of the Constitution of the State of Texas,
hereinafter sometimes referred to as “the amend-
ment,” in order that the counties coming within the
provision of such article may adopt, upon a vote of
the qualified resident electors of such counties, a
Home Rule Charter in accordance with the terms
and provisions of such portion of the Constitution.

Precinct and County Conventions; Delegates to Select
Charter Drafting Commission

Sec. 2. This Act shall apply to any qualified
county of Texas, desiring to adopt 2 Home Rule
Charter under the powers, and within the limita-
tions, expressed by Section 3 of Article IX of the
Constitution of Texas; and, the people of any quali-
fied county who may desire to move for the adop-
tion of a county charter, under such Constitutional
provisions, shall proceed thereto by calling a con-
vention in each voting precinct of the county for the
purpose of choosing a delegate and an alternate
delegate to a county wide convention; which con-
vention shall be charged with the duty to select a
Charter Drafting Commission to be composed of
persons considered capable of drafting, or to give
aid in drafting, a charter deemed to conform to the
will and needs of the qualified resident electors of
the county; and, to be subject to rejection or adop-
tion by vote ‘of the people of the county; all to be
done in keeping with the provision of said amend-
ment and under the procedural safeguards by this
Act provided.

Qualifications of Petitioners and Electors; Notice

Sec. 3. All persons hereinafter referred to as
the signers of petitions, as participating in precinct
or county conventions and as voting in elections, to
be held hereunder, shall be understood to mean
resident qualified electors of the affected county.
Where the publication of notice is required, unless
otherwise provided as to a given case, such notice
shall be given by publication in one or more newspa-
pers, having general circulation in the county, at
least one day in each of two (2) consecutive weeks,
and to give not less than fourteen (14) days from
the first day of such publication to the day of any
proposed act to which such notice may relate, ex-
cluding the day. of first publication and the day of
the proposed act. The mailing of notice, as later in
this Act may be required, unless otherwise provided
as to a given case, shall be given by depositing in
the United States Mail written notice properly
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stamped and appropriately addressed to the person
or persons proper to have notice of a given matter,
giving advice of the time and place at which any
given proposed act is to be considered or done. Not
less than two (2) nor more than ten (10) business
days (to be exclusive of the day of the mailing of
the notice and the day of a proposed act) may run
between the mailing of such notice and any desired
meeting for the performance of an act to be done
hereunder, all as hereinafter will be required; pro-
vided, however, calls for meetings of the Charter
Drafting Commission (hereinafter provided for)
shall be as established by it, as being reasonable,
fitting and necessary.

Form and Requisites of Petition; Qualifications of
Petitioners; Number of Signatures Required

Sec. 4. Proponents of the adoption of a county
charter hereunder, subject to the further provisions
of this Section, may procure and present to the
commissioners’ court of the county (hereinafter des-
ignated as the “Court”) one or more petitions, bear-
ing the true date upon which the circulation thereof
began, seeking the calling of precinct and county
conventions (as hereinafter provided for), and identi-
cal petitions signed by different qualified persons
shall be considered as one petition. Only persons
who are resident qualified voters of the county,
owning real estate subject to the county’s tax, may
validly sign the petitions hereby provided for. The
minimum number of signatures required upon such
petitions shall be determined upon the county popu-
lation basis, as given in the Federal Census issued
next prior to the date of a given petition, and to be
as follows:. Counties of five thousand (5,000) popula-
tion or under, one hundred (100); counties of five
thousand and one (5,001) to ten thousand (10,000),
two hundred (200); counties of ten.thousand and
one (10,001) to twenty-five thousand (25,000), three
hundred (300); counties of twenty-five thousand and
one (25,001) to seventy-five thousand (75,000), four
hundred (400); counties of seventy-five thousand
and one (75,001) to one hundred fifty thousand
(150,000), five hundred (500); counties of one hun-
dred fifty thousand and one (150,001) or more, six
hundred (600). Any form of petition which indicates
the desire to proceed for adoption of a Home Rule
Charter for the county (which hereinafter may be
referred to as the “Charter”), under said Section 3
of ‘Article IX of the Constitution shall be sufficient.
Upon the delivery of such petition it shall be the
duty of the clerk of said court to mark the day of
filing thereon, and thereafter, as soon as may be
done, to record the same in the minutes of the court
as a part of the order which the court must enter in
compliance with the petition.

Calling Precinct Charter Conventions; Designation of
Time and Place for Precinct and County Conventions

See. 5. At the first meeting of the court after
the filing of any such petition, or at any time not to
exceed ten (10) days after the filing of such petition,
it shall be the duty of the court to enter its order to
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execute said petition by calling a precinet charter
convention (hereinafter provided for) in each voting
precinet of the county, as defined and designated at
the time any such petition may bear date, for the
purpose of selecting one delegate and an alternate
from each precinct to participate in a county conven-
tion (hereinafter provided -for). The court's call
shall fix the time for holding such precinct conven-
tions, for a time not less than twenty (20) days nor
more than thirty (30) days after the date of the
calling order, and shall fix the time for the holding
of the county convention for a time not less than ten
(10) days nor more than twenty (20) days after the
time set for holding precinct conventions.

The eall shall designate for each precinct a place
therein for the holding of its convention and shall
specify the time for opening such conventions at ten
(10) o'clock of the morning. Such call also shall
specify a place in the county seat (preferably a
designated room in the county courthouse) for the
holding of the county convention, and shall desig-
nate an opening hour therefor not earlier than ten
(10) o’clock of the morning and not later than two
(2) o’clock of the afternoon.

Form of Notice Calling Precinct Charter
Convention; Publication; Errors

Sec. 6. The form of the call provided for.in
Section 5 hereof shall be in form substantially as
follows:

NOTICE

State of Texas,
County of |
To Each Resident Qualified Elector of This Coun-
ty:

Complying with a petition seeking the adoption of
a County Home Rule Charter, filed with the county
commissioners’ court of this county on the
day of , 19__, we issue and publish this call
for precinet conventions and a county convention to
provide a commission to draft a proposed charter to
be submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of
this county. You respectively hereby are notified to
be present at ten (10) o’clock in the morning on the
day of —, 19__, at the place hereinafter
designated for the county voting precinct in which
you may reside, for the purpose of participating in a
precinet convention for the election of one delegate
and one alternate to represent your precinct in a
county convention to be held in (name place, city or
town and designate the place therein) and to con-
vene at o’clock _m,, on the day of
, 19_.

In the precinct convention each qualified person
present and participating (to exclude all persons
who are not qualified voters residing in the precinct)
shall be entitled to one vote each on each question
presented, and all questions shall be determined by
a majority of the votes cast. Organization shall be
effected by choice of a temporary chairman and a
temporary secretary, to be followed by selection of
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a permanent chairman and a permanent secretary.
The procedure shall be under Robert’s Rules of
Order or other orderly procedure. All votes save
those incident to organization shall be by written
ballot. The convention by majority vote, will choose
one delegate and one alternate to participate in the
county convention, both of whom must reside in the
county voting precinct to be represented by them.
When the delegate and the alternate shall have been
chosen, the chairman and the secretary of the con-
vention, in the presence of the convention shall sign
the credentials of the delegate and the alternate,
both of whom' shall countersign the credentials for
identification, if required by the county convention.
The credentials shall be sufficient if in form sub-
stantially as follows:

- 19
To County Convention:

This certifies to you that {whose post
office address is ), as delegate, and
(whose post office address is ), as alternate,
will be authorized to represent precinct number
in your proceeding.

Chairman.

Secretary.
Countersigned:

Delegate. Alternate Delegate.

The credentials so executed shall be placed in an
envelope bearing the secretary’s name written
across the closed seal, and delivered by the dele-
gate, or the alternate, to the temporary secretary of
the-county convention at the time of its convening.
Whereupon, the persons so certified shall be enti-
tled to represent your precinct in the county conven-
tion. The official county voting precinet numbers
and the respective places for holding the several
precinct conventions follow, viz.:

Place of Convention.
(Here Designate)
County, Texas.

Precinet No.
(Here Designate)
Commissioners’ Court of
Attest:

By

County Judge.
Clerk. :
(Seal.)

Said notice, as soon as may be done, shall be
published as provided in Section 3 of this Act. No
error in the form of the notice or the printing
thereof which is not harmfully misleading, after the
exercise of reasonable diligence to know the truth,
shall invalidate the call for the conventions.

Precinct Convention

Sec. 7. The precinct convention shall be held,
organized and shall proceed to a conclusion as speci-
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fied in the convention call written in Section 6
hereof.

County Convention; Procedure

Sec. 8. The county convention shall convene at
the time and place designated in the call therefor (or
other well known adequate place, if it be not conve-
nient to occupy the place originally designated), and
shall proceed to temporary organization as provided
for precinct conventions. The temporary chairman
shall call for the presentation of credentials of dele-
gates and their alternates, whereupon the tempo-
rary chairman and temporary secretary, in the pres-
ence of all persons present who may desire to
supervise, shall open the credentials and shall pre-
pare a written permanent roll of all persons shown
by the credentials to be authorized to participate in
the further proceedings of the convention. The
convention shall then proceed to permanent organi-
zation by electing a permanent chairman and secre-
tary. Upon the roll shall be noted those delegates
(and alternates for absent delegates) who may be
present for participation in the convention. Proce-
dure shall be in accordance with Robert’s Rules of
Order. The presence at roll call for the opening
session of the convention of fifty-one (51), or more,
per centum of the total number of authorized dele-
gates shall constitute a quorum for the conduct of
business during such session and until final adjourn-
ment and dissolution of the convention.

All questions shall be decided by a majority of the
votes cast thereon. An alternate shall be permitted
to participate in the proceedings of the convention
only in the absence or nonparticipation of the dele-
gate for whom such alternate was chosen. All
votes other than votes on organization shall be by
written ballot bearing the voter’s name and precinct
number. The respective yeas and nays upon every
question shall be recorded by name in the presence
of the convention, the result of each ballot shall be
declared to the convention in an audible voice and
shall be recorded in the convention’s journal, in a
manner showing each issue decided by each ballot
taken. The convention may recess from time to
time, but may not adjourn, until the work is ended;
provided that, the time and place for resuming its
session after a recess thereof shall be announced
prior to such recess, or written notice of reassembly
given as provided in Section 3 of this Act. The
business of the convention shall be dispatched with
all possible diligence, and no compensation or ex-
pense shall be allowed to any member of the con-
vention.

Manner of Choosing Charter Drafting Commission
and Number of Members

Sec. 9. (a) When the convention shall have been
organized, the members, by ballot shall determine
whether the Charter Drafting Commission (which
hereinafter may be referred to as the “Commis-
sion”) to be chosen shall consist.of three (3), five (5),
seven (7), nine (9), eleven (11), thirteen (13) or fif-
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This having been determined,
the chairman of the convention, from the member-
ship of the convention, shall appoint a nominating
committee of five (5) persons, who shall retire and
prepare a list, alphabetically arranged, of proposed
members of the commission to be chosen, which list
shall bear twice as many names of persons as there
are to be members of the Drafting Commission, and
regional representation may properly be made a
consideration in the nominations. The persons to be
named by the nominating committee may or may
not be members of the convention, but they shall be
persons deemed to have peculiar fitness for the
drafting of, or to aid in the drafting of, a charter to
control the county government.

(b) When the nominating committee shall have
reported, they shall be discharged and the secretary
of the convention will furnish to each present mem-
ber of the convention a true copy of the nomina-
tions, together with a ballot slip on which shall be
written the number of names to be voted for. From
the names nominated by the committee, each voting
member of the convention shall select from those
nominated persons (equal in number to the member-
ship of the Drafting Commission) preferred by the
voting member for service on the commission, indi-
cating the choice by crossing out the names of those
nominated persons not preferred by the voter.
There may be as many ballots as are required to
obtain a majority vote for a number of nominees
equal to the membership of the Drafting Commis-
sion. Those persons receiving in consecutive order
from high to low, the highest number of votes shall
be elected for service: In case of a tie vote, ballot-
ing shall continue until the tie is broken. The
results of each ballot shall be tallied and canvassed
by the secretary, in the presence of the convention
and the result audibly declared. The Drafting Com-
mission so chosen shall be given their written cre-
dentials, signed by the chairman and secretary of
the convention. Written minutes of all proceedings
of the convention shall be kept in a journal, audibly
read in the presence of the convention, and if found
without majority sustained objection, they shall be
approved and signed by the chairman and the secre-
tary of the convention (safely to be preserved for
disposition as later in this Act is provided), and
thereupon the convention shall be adjourned, sub-
ject to recall only as hereinafter is provided for.

Journals

Sec. 10. The County Charter Convention and the
Charter Drafting Commission each shall cause to be
kept a daily journal correctly reflecting their respec-
tive proceedings, and showing the yea and nay
votes on all substantive questions, which shall be
adequately identified in the journals. These jour-
nals must be preserved as permanent records and
filed as archives in the records of the administrative
body of the county, as hereinafter provided for.
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Drafting Commission; Rules; Vacancy in
Office; Procedure

Sec. 11. (a) Within ten (10) days after their elec-
tion the Drafting Commission shall convene at some
convenient time and place in the county seat, known
in advance to all members of the commission, for
organization, which shall be as for organization of a
precinet convention. The commission may adopt all
necessary reasonable rules to control notice of
meetings and its procedure, save that, attendance of
a majority of the commission’s membership shall be
required to constitute a quorum for business, and
all questions shall be decided by a majority vote of
those members in attendance. So long as there be
not vacancies to destroy a lawful quorum of the
commission, it lawfully may transact its business
and perform its duties; however, in case of a vacan-
cy of a membership either through inability or fail-
ure or refusal of a member to act, the commission
may certify the vacancy to the commissioners’
court, whereupon it shall become the duty of the
court to fill the vacancy on the commission by a
majority supported order entered of record in its
minutes.

(b) The Drafting Commission shall be empowered
to employ one clerk, who shall be a competent
stenographer and who shall fill the office of secre-
tary of the commission. The commission shall be
authorized to make reasonable compensation to its
secretary, but not, in any event, to exceed Six
Dollars ($6.00) per day of actual service, and ratably
for a fraction of a day. The commission shall be
authorized to incur all other reasonable expense
necessary to facilitate its work, but not in any event
to exceed Three Dollars ($3.00) per day (exclusive of
the cost to publish notices, as required by this Act)
for the full period from the first meeting day of the
commission until it may have been discharged. The
expenses so incurred, and the cost to publish the
notices by this Act required, shall be paid under
orders signed by the chairman and the secretary of
the Drafting Commission, addressed to the commis-
sioners’ court of the county, and, if the vouchers
accompanying such orders be found to support the
same, it shall be the duty of the court promptly to
make payment thereof by warrants drawn on the
county’s General Fund, whether budgeted therein,
or not. No member of the Drafting Commission
shall have compensation for service on the commis-
sion.

(¢c) The Drafting Commission shall diligently pur-
sue its labors and at a time not less than sixty (60)
days nor more than one hundred and eighty (180)
days after their organization, they shall have pre-
pared a complete proposed county charter. It shall
be the duty of the secretary of the commission, at
all reasonable times, to make available to any inter-
ested person the minutes of any prior meeting of
the commission and any written proposals pending
before the commission.

(d) In the preparation of the charter, any com-
plete section thereof may be written in two (2)
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alternate and elective forms, for submission to a
vote of the people. The proposed charter having
been completed, there shall be written at the end
thereof the words, “We hereby recommend the
adoption of the foregoing proposed charter, subject
to such later revisions as may grow out of our
public hearings hereon,” to be followed by the date
of the certificate and the signatures of at least a
majority of the Drafting Commission; Substantial
compliance as to form of the certificate shall be
deemed sufficient.

(e) In case a Charter Drafting Commission, from
any cause whatever, fails to complete a proposed
charter hereunder, within the time limit hereinbe-
fore specified, such commission shall automatically
expire, and, upon the written request of any ten (10)
signers of the original petition for the adoption of a
county charter, it shall be the duty of the county
judge to reconvene the county convention by giving
the written notice specified in Section 3 of this Act.
The convention being reassembled shall proceed to
the selection of a Charter Drafting Commission of
the number originally fixed, in the same manner as
provided for selection of the membership of the
defaulting commission. The substitute commission
shall proceed in time and manner as provided for
the original commission. Further, in such case, the
secretary of the defaulting commission shall safely
keep all records of the prior commission and deliver
the same to the substitute commission, or its secre-
tary. This procedure to remedy default of a com-
mission may be exercised as many times as may be
necessary to procure the submission of a charter to
the electorate.

(f) When a proposed charter has been completed
and certified, the Drafting Commission, within ten
(10) days shall cause the same to be published in
full, in the manner provided in Section 3 of this Act.
Said publication further shall provide for five (5) or
more public hearings before the commission, the
first of which must be not less than fourteen (14)
days nor more than twenty (20) days after the first
publication of the notice. The time and place of
each proposed hearing shall be stated in the notice,
and all of the same must be held within thirty (30)
days after the date of the first hearing. At such
hearings all qualified resident electors of the county
may appear and be heard to express their views in
an orderly manner, within Robert's Rules of Order,
and such other reasonable limitations as the com-
mission may adopt for the timely, efficient and
orderly disposition of business. When said public
hearings have been concluded, the commission,

“within ten (10) days, shall make such revision of the

proposed charter as by them may be deemed for the
betterment thereof.

Form of Charter Election Report and Notice to
Commissioners’ Court; Amendments

Sec. 12. Within five (5) days after a proposed
county charter finally has been approved for sub-
mission to the qualified electors of the county, it
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shall be the duty of the Charter Drafting Commis-
sion to prepare its report announcing the conclusion
of its labors and to make requisition for the holding
of a charter election hereunder, which shall be ad-
dressed to the commissioners’ court of the county
and filed with said court within said five (5) days.
Such report and requisition in form shall be sub-
stantially as follows:

To the Honorable Commissioners’ Court of

County, Texas:

We present herewith two (2) true and certified
multiples of a proposed charter to provide for the
government of this county, as provided for by Sec-
tion 3, Article IX, of the Constitution of Texas. We
also transmit to you the journals of proceedings of
the county convention and of this Charter Drafting
Commission. By law, you are required to safely
keep said proposed charter and said journals as
permanent records, in the archives of the county,
where they at all reasonable times shall be open to
inspection by the public.

We hereby request that, and under the provisions
of an Act of the Legislature of Texas to provide
proceedings for adopting Home Rule Charters for
counties it now is required that, you by order (to be
entered of record in your minutes; to which one
copy of the proposed charter shall be attached as an
exhibit, and as part thereof) will call an election
submitting said proposed charter to a vote of the
qualified electors of this county for adoption or
rejection, as their votes may determine, under the
provisions of said Section 3, Article IX, of the Con-
stitution.

This we pray you to do in time, manner, form and
after due execution of all appropriate formalities
required by the applicable law.

Executedin_____ | Texas, on this, the
day of A.D. 19__, by the undersigned, who
constitute a majority, or more, in number of the
Charter Drafting Commission of this county.

Substantial conformity to the foregoing form
shall be deemed sufficient, and the same may be
amended, as a matter of right, to cure any substan-
tive defect therein.

Charter Election; Procedure

Sec. 13. (a) In compliance with the notice and
request provided for by Section 12 hereof, an appro-
priate order shall be entered by the court at a time
within ten (10) days after said request is delivered
to the court. Upon delivery of such request, the
clerk of the court shall endorse on the presented
proposed charter, and accompanying request the
day and hour of the receipt of the same.

{(b) By said order the court shall call an election,
in which no other question may be submitted to the
electors. Said election shall be held at a time not
less than thirty (30) days nor more than forty (40)
days after the entry of the court’s order therefor.
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(c) Publication of notice of said election, the hold-
ing thereof, the canvass of the returns and the
declaration of the results thereof (save in those
things peculiarly appropriate to the object of the
election, and which peculiar matters are specifically
provided for herein), shall be had, done and per-
formed in accordance with the then effective provi-
sions of the law regulating the holding of general
elections in the State of Texas. Those additional
things required and deemed peculiarly appropriate
to such election are as follows, viz.:

1. There shall be printed as many copies of the
proposed charter as there were voters in the last
preceding general election in the county, plus twen-
ty-five per centum (25%) thereof, which copies on or
before the second day succeeding the first publica-
tion of the notice of the election, shall be placed, for
distribution, on request, to qualified voters of the
county, at each polling place designated in the no-
tice of election.

2. The notice of the election shall contain a full
copy of the proposed charter and to include alter-
nate and elective provisions, if any such have been
submitted to the electorate, which distinct and alter-
nate provisions shall be printed in the order given
them in the proposed charter.

3. Ballots at least equal to one and one-half the
vote cast in the last general election in the county
shall be provided for the charter election. Distribu-
tion thereof to voting precincts changed or created
later than the last general election held in the
county shall be according to an estimate of the vote
to be cast therein at the charter election. To each
of the precincts remaining as at the last general
election there shall be distribution of ballots approx-
imately equal to one and one-half times the votes
cast therein at the last general election. After the
day upon which a petition for submitting a proposal
to adopt a county home rule charter, or to amend
the same, is started in circulation (the commission-
ers’ court being advised thereof by writing filed
with its clerk), no county voting precinct may be
redefined, consolidated or created, until a.time sub-
sequent to the election called for by the petition so
filed.

4. There shall be printed on said ballots exclu-
sive of all other things, the following, viz.:

“County Home Rule Charter Ballot for
Adoption of Charter

or
Against Adoption of Charter”

Next there shall be printed in full there on
elective alternate charter provisions ‘which may
have been submitted for determination by the
electors; and, in case any such elective charter
provisions have been submitted, the same shall be
printed in full on the ballot, in the forward progres-
sive order in which they appear in the proposed
charter. Indication of the will of the voter shall be
by crossing out those propositions or provisions
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which are not favored. In case a voter crosses out
both of two related alternate provisions, or if the
voter fails to cross out one of two related alternate
charter provisions, the vote to adopt or reject the
charter shall nevertheless be counted on that issue.

5. No proposal to consolidate or merge the
government of a governmental agency or entity, or
any division or function thereof, with the govern-
ment of the county for administration thereby, shall
be voted on -at an election held for the original
adoption of a charter hereunder. However, it is
provided that any such charter may contain provi-
sion whereby such consolidations may be submitted
to the voters of the county.

Canvassing Returns and Declaring Results of
Election; Contest Procedure

Sec. 14. The canvassing of the returns and the
declaring of the result of the election shall be by the
commissioners’ court of the county and the charter
drafting commission jointly sitting as a board for
such purpose and the result as declared shall be
spread on the minutes of the commissioners’ court.
Contest of an election held hereunder may judicially
be determined as is, or may be, provided by the laws
of Texas relating to contest of general elections,
subject to these conditions, viz.:

(a) Written notice of such contest must be filed
with the commissioners’ court and with the clerk of
the county charter commission within ten (10) days
after the declaration of the result.

(b) In case of such notice, within five (5) days the
members of the commissioners’ court and the char-
ter drafting commission shall reassemble as a joint
board of review, for the public opening of those
ballot boxes as to which the notice of proposed
contest has specified exception, examination and
recount of the ballots cast in each such voting
precinct, revision, if any be required, in the tally
sheets from the respective precincts in which error
in the tally or returns, or illegal voting, may have
been specified in the notice of proposed contest.
Matters not specified in such notice of contest may
not be inquired into by the board, nor later reviewed
by a court. The board may hear evidence, subpoena
witnesses and enforce their attendance by attach-
ment to be issued by the clerk of any court of
record on request of the board, and administer
oaths to witnesses. The hearing shall be concluded
as speedily as may be consistent with the object of
the hearing. Having concluded the taking of evi-
dence, the board publicly shall revise or reaffirm
the tally to conform to their findings of the truth,
and enter of record in the minutes of the commis-
sioners’ court their redeclaration of the result of the
election. Thereupon the ballots shall be appropri-
ately resealed in the boxes from which they were
taken and, or, otherwise preserved as required by
the general applicable law. A certified copy of the
findings of the joint board of review must be re-
ceived in evidence in any judicial proceeding contest-
ing an election held hereunder, and shall constitute
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prima facie proof of the correctness of the declara-
tion of the result of the election, as recorded by the
joint board of review.

(c) The time consumed in re-examination of the
returns by the Joint Board of Review, as herein
provided for, shall not be computed in determining
the time within which a petition initiating an elec-
tion contest in a court of appropriate jurisdiction
must be filed. Such time shall be computed from
the day on which the Joint Board of Review an-
nounce their decision.

(d) Upon performance of the duties hereinbefore
prescribed for the Charter Drafting Commission,
without other or further act, it shall be dissolved,
subject only to its right to designate one of its
members to be a special fiscal agent, with the duty
to terminate all pecuniary business matters which
have been incident to the performance of the duties
of the commission, to procure payment of all out-
standing lawful accounts created by the commis-
sion, in the manner provided in subdivision (b) of
Section 11 of this Act.

Adoption of Charter; Resubmission After
Rejection; Amendments

Sec. 15. If the election results in a constitutional
majority of the votes cast in the election being for
the charter, the same shall be declared to be
adopted and to be in effect after such procedures, at
such time and under such conditions, as may be
provided for in the adopted charter. If the proposal
to adopt a charter be defeated in any such election,
no other proposal for the adoption of a charter for
the county hereunder may be initiated at a time less
than twelve (12) months next succeeding the day of
the defeat of the prior proposal. However, in case a
charter adopted for a given county does not provide
a time limitation (which may not exceed two (2)
years) for a time at which such charter may be
amended, and any home rule charter adopted here-
under may be amended at any time.

Majority of Votes Cast Qutside Cities and Towns
Necessary for Adoption

Sec. 15a. No county home rule charter may be
adopted by any county save upon a favoring vote of
the resident qualified electors of the affected coun-
ty. In elections submitting to the voters a proposal
to adopt a charter the vote cast by the qualified
electors residing within the limits of all the incorpo-
rated cities and towns of the county shall be sepa-
rately kept and collectively counted and the votes of
the qualified electors of the county who do not
reside within the limits of any incorporated city or
town likewise shall be separately kept and separate-
ly counted, and unless there be a favoring majority
of the votes cast within and a favoring majority of
the votes cast without such collective cities and
towns, the charter shall not be adopted.
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Effect of Amendment on Designation of
Administrative Body

Sec. 16. In case there be adoption of a county
home rule charter providing for an administrative
body styled other than a “Commissioners’ Court,”
and, or, “County Judge” (as a member of the court),
and thereafter there be occasion to proceed for the
amendment of such charter, the quoted designa-
tions, as they appear in this Act shall be held to
conform to the appropriately related designations as
contained in the charter,

Expenses of Proponents

Sec. 17. In case there be not available to a given
county funds to liquidate the expenses incurred
because of the exercise of power under this Act, the
proponents of a proposed charter may, in writing
filed with the court, designate a fiscal agent
through whom the proponents may pay all such
lawful and proper expenses as may accrue, preserv-
ing proper vouchers therefor. Upon presentation of
the itemized verified account of such expenses, ac-
companied by the appropriate vouchers, the commis-
sioners court may approve or disapprove the same,
or approve the part thereof found to be proper, and
on such approval the court shall pay the same to the
designated fiscal agent, or his successor, as soon as
money lawfully may be applied thereto, and any
other law to the contrary shall be without effect.
The county shall have no responsibility for the
restitution of such money by the fiscal agent to the
_several contributing proponents, as their several
interests may be.

Constitutional Rights and Powers of
Counties Recognized

Sec. 18. Nothing in this Act contained is intend-
ed to deny to the counties of Texas any right or
power which in the absence of this Act might law-
fully be enjoyed and exercised under the provisions
of said Section 3 of Article IX, of the Constitution.
On the contrary, all such rights and powers hereby
are expressly recognized.

Charter Provisions Ineffective Against State’s
Governmental Powers

Sec. 19. Nothing in this Act contained shall be
construed. to authorize county charter provisions
which would impair the operation of the General
Laws of the State relating to the judicial, tax, fiscal,
educational, police, highway and health systems of
the State, or any department of the State’s superior
government; and, no charter provision having such
vice may have effect as against the State.

Partial Unconstitutionality

Sec. 20. If any provision, section, part, subsec-
tion, sentence, clause, phrase, or paragraph of this
Act be declared invalid or unconstitutional, the same
shall not affect any other portion or provision here-
of, and all other provisions shall remain valid and
unaffected by any invalid provision, if any.
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Proceedings Under Anticipatory Enabling
Act Validated

Sec. 21. The anticipatory enabling Act passed at
the Regular Session of the Forty-third Legislature
(known as Chapter 232 of the General Laws of the
Regular Session of the Forty-third Legislature)?!
shall not have effect after the instant at which this
Act may be in effect, but all procedures taken
thereunder (relating to the formulation, circulation,
presentation and prosecution of petitions, including
all orders and notices of commissioners courts rela-
tive to such petition, conventions held or other acts
done) hereby are validated, to the same effect as
though the same had been had and done hereunder.

[Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., 1st C.S., p. 249, ch. 91.]
13ee article 1581a.

Art. 1606b. Bexar County; Manner of Determin-
ing Result

Sec. 1. Authority is hereby conferred upon Be-
xar County to adopt a “Home Rule Charter” in
accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Arti-
cle IX of the Constitution of Texas by a favoring
vote of the resident qualified electors of said Coun-
ty, and it shall not be necessary for the votes cast
by the qualified electors residing within the limits of
all the incorporated cities and towns of the county
to be separately kept nor separately counted from
those cast by qualified electors of the county who
do not reside within the limits of any incorporated
city or town, and a favoring majority of the votes of
such electors cast in the county as a whole shall
determine the result of such election.

Sec. 2. The authority hereby granted is by a
two-thirds (%) vote of the total membership of each
House of the Legislature.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 70, ch. 43.]

CHAPTER EIGHT. COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL

Art. 1606¢. Office of County Fire Marshal

Establishment of Office; Compensation; Facilities;
Exemption from Liability

Sec. 1. The Commissioners Court of any county
may, at its option and if it deem advisable, by
proper order set up and establish the office of
County Fire Marshal for such period of time as it
may desire, but not to exceed the term for which
the members of said court are elected; said court
may provide for such compensation to be paid the
County Fire Marshal as in its judgment it may deem
advisable. Authority is granted to such Commis-
sioners Court to provide office facilities, equipment,
transportation, assistants and professional services
as it may deem necessary for said County Fire
Marshal for the proper execution of his duties.
Except in cases of gross neglect or wilful malfea-
sance in office, said County Fire Marshal, his assist-
ants or employees, shall not be answerable in dam-
ages, for any acts or omissions, to any persons in
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the performance of his or their duties. The provi-
sions of this Act shall not apply to any state agency
authorized to prevent and extinguish forest and
grass fires.

Investigation of Fires

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the said County
Fire Marshal to investigate the cause, origin and
circumstances of every fire occurring within the
county, outside of any incorporated city, town or
village, by which property has been destroyed or
damaged, and he shall especially make investigation
as to whether such fire was the result of careless-
ness or design. Such investigation shall begin with-
in twenty-four hours, not including Sunday, after
the County Fire Marshal receives notice or informa-
tion of any such fire.

Record of Fires

Sec. 3. The County Fire Marshal shall keep or
cause to be kept in his office a record of all fires
occurring within the county, outside of any incorpo-
rated city, town or village, together with all facts,
statistics and circumstances, including the origin of
the fire and the estimated amount of the loss, which
may be determined by his investigation. Such
record shall be kept in a legible and permanent form
and be so preserved that the same may be at all
times accessible and open for inspection.

Witnesses and Evidence; Filing of Criminal
Charges; Contempt

Sec. 4. When in his opinion further investigation
is necessary, the County Fire Marshal shall have
the power to subpoena witnesses to appear before
him and testify as to their knowledge of facts and
circumstances surrounding the fire or attempt at
setting of the fire; he shall be empowered to admin-
ister oaths and affirmations to any person appear-
ing as a witness before him; he shall take and
preserve written statements, affidavits and deposi-
tions as he shall deem fit; he shall file in courts of
competent jurisdiction any charges of arson, at-
tempt to commit arson, or any other crime or con-
spiracy to defraud, against any and all persons
whom he shall deem guilty; he shall require the
production before him of any book, paper or docu-
ment deemed pertinent to such investigation and
shall file misdemeanor charges in courts of compe-
tent jurisdiction against any witness who refuses to
be sworn, who refuses to appear and testify, or who
fails and refuses to produce before him any book,
paper or document touching on any matter under
examination when called upon by the County Fire
Marshal to do so. Any person found guilty of such
conduct of contempt of the proceedings held by the
County Fire Marshal shall upon conviction be fined
not more than Twenty-five ($25.00) Dollars and
costs in any court of competent jurisdiction.
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Privacy of Examinations; Service of Process

Sec. 5. The investigations and examinations may
be conducted by said County Fire Marshal in pri-
vate; all persons may be excluded from being
present except the persons under examination; and
the witnesses may be kept separate and apart from
each other and not allowed to communicate with
each other until they shall have been examined. All
process shall be served by any Constable or Sheriff
and the same shall be signed by the County Fire
Marshal in his official capacity.

Qath and Bond; Qualifications

Sec. 6. The said County Fire Marshal shall qual-
ify by taking the oath prescribed by the Constitu-
tion and giving such good and sufficient bond as the
Commissioners Court of the county may prescribe
and fix, conditioned for the faithful and striet per-
formance of his duties of office. He shall not be
interested, directly or indirectly, in the sale of any
firefighting apparatus or equipment or fire extin-
guisher of any kind, nor be engaged in any manner
of fire insurance business.

Right of Entry; Investigation of Dangerous
Conditions; Order

Sec. 7. He shall have the authority to enter and
examine any and all buildings or structures where a
fire has occurred, in the performance of his duties
of office, day or night, and examine any adjacent
buildings or premises, but this authority shall be
exercised with reason and discretion and with a
minimum burden upon the persons living in said
buildings. It shall be his duty when called upon, or
when he has reason to believe that it is in the
interest of safety and fire-prevention, to enter any
premises and inspect the same, and if he find that
because of inflammable substance being present,
dangerous or dilapidated walls, ceilings or other
parts of the structure existing, improper lighting,
heating or other facilities being used that endanger
life, health or safety, or if because of chimneys,
wiring, flues, pipes, mains or stoves, or any sub-
stance he shall find stored in any building, he be-
lieves that the safety of said building or that of its
occupants is endangered and that it will likely pro-
mote or cause fire or combustion, he shall be em-
powered to order the said situation rectified forth-
with and the owner or occupant of the said strue-
ture shall comply with the orders of the said County
Fire Marshal or shall be adjudged guilty of con-
tempt of said order and of a Class B misdemeanor;
and each recurring refusal to so rectify such condi-
tions shall be deemed as a separate offense and
violation of such order.

Enforcement of Regulations; Cooperation with State
Fire Marshal and Municipal Fire Chiefs

Sec. 8. The County Fire Marshal shall be
charged with enforcing all State and county regula-
tions that pertain to fire or other combustible explo-
sions or damages caused by fire or explosion of any
kind; he shall coordinate the work of the various
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fire-fighting and fire-prevention units within the
county, provided that, he shall have no authority to
enforce his orders or decrees within the corporate
limits of any incorporated city, town or village with-
in the county and shall act in a cooperative and
advisory capacity there only when his services are
requested; he shall cooperate with the State Fire
Marshal in the carrying out of the purposes of fire
prevention, fire fighting or post-fire investigation.
If called upon by any city or State Fire Marshal or
the Fire Chief of any incorporated city, town or
village to aid in an investigation or to take charge of
same, he shall act in the capacity requested.

Civil Rights and Actions

Sec. 9. No action taken by the County Fire Mar-
shal shall affect the rights of a policy-holder or any

COUNTIES AND COUNTY SEATS

1364

company in respect to a loss by reason of any fire
so investigated; nor shall the result of any such
investigation be given in evidence upon the trial of
any civil action upon such policy; nor shall any
statement made by any insurance company, its offi-
cers, agents or adjusters, nor by any policy-holder
or anyone representing him, made with reference to
the origin, cause or supposed origin or cause of the
fire to the Fire Marshal or to anyone acting for him,
or under his direction, be admitted in evidence or be
made the basis for any civil action for damages.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 548, ch. 323. Amended by Acts
1953, 53rd Leg., p. 668, ch. 252, § 1; Acts 1967, 60th Leg.,
p.- 1008, ch. 438, § 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1967; Acts 1977, 65th
Leg., p. 183, ch. 62, § 1, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.]
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TITLE 34

COUNTY FINANCES

1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Finance Ledger.

Quarterly Statement.

Exhibit Published.

Account with Tax Collector.

Oaths and Acknowledgments Taken by Asses-
sor-Collector.

Receipts for Tax Rolls.

Collector’s Credits.

Indigent and Delinquent Tax Accounts.

Shall Deliver Tax Rolls to Successor.

Occupation Tax.

Account with Sheriff.

Officers to Report Collections.

Collections: Form of Report.

Accounts of Justice.

Report of Attorneys.

Judgment Sold.

Collections: Report to Clerk.

Estray Account.

Account with County Treasurer.

Claim Registers.

Claims Classified.

Registering Claims.

Classification of County Funds.

Other Classes of Funds.

Transfer of Funds.

Road and Bridge Fund Set Aside From Other
Funds in Certain Counties; Budgeting of
Fund.

Change Fund in Counties of Over 600,000 Popu-
lation.

Change Fund in Counties of 600,000 or Less
Population.

Report of Claims.

Receipt of Payee.

Report of Claims Collected.

Accounts of Treasurer.

Claim Canceled.

To Inspect Treasurer’s Accounts.

To Examine Finance Accounts.

Finance Committee. ’

Report of Committee.

Pay of Committee.

Audit by Accountant.

Public Accountant in Certain Counties.

Independent Audit of Finances and Offices in
Counties of 40,000 to 100,000.

Special Audit of County Records on Petition of
Voters; Employment of Auditor.

Annual Independent Audit of Books, Records
and Accounts in Counties of 850,000 or More.

Biennial Independent Audit of Books, Records
and Accounts in Counties of 160,000 to 170,-
000.

Requisites of Report.

Warrants Attested.

Compensation of Clerk.
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Expenses of Survey for Drainage, ete., or Wa-
ter Control.

Surveys of Water Resources for Use Within
County; Expenditure for by Certain Counties;
Referendum.

Authorizing Counties to Purchase Property to
Satisfy Claims.

Counties, Cities, and Other Subdivisions of State
Authorized to Borrow Money from Federal
Agencies.

Authority to Borrow Money in Counties of 8,300
to 8,600.

Validation of Purchases by Counties to Satisfy
Claims.

Fiscal Year.

Contracts for Deposit of Public Funds in Coun-
ties of Less Than 200,000.

2. COUNTY AUDITOR

Appointment in Certain Counties; Term of Of-
fice; Compensation.

County Auditors in Counties of 19,150 to 19,
175 Inhabitants.

County Auditors in Certain Counties to Act as
Purchasing Agents; Compensation.

County Auditor’s Office in Counties of 28,700
to 29,000 Abolished; County - Auditors in
Counties of 27,545 to 27,555 Population.

Appointment of County Auditors in Counties
of 20,100 to 20,150 Population and Less
Than $15,000,000 Tax Valuation.

Salary of Auditor in Certain Counties.

Auditors in Counties of 33,200 to 33,600.

County Auditors in Counties of 14,850 to 14,- -
920 Population; Qualification; Salary.

Abolition of Office of County Auditor in Coun-
ties of 25,500 to 25,610.

County Auditors in Counties of 25,450 to 25,-
500; Appointment; Compensation; Term of
Office.

Office Abolished in Counties of 3,000 to 25,500.

Auditors in Counties of 2,000,000 or More;
Election by Judges; Term of Office.

Repealed.

Abolition of Office of County Auditor in
McCulloch County; Election; Audit.

Abolition of Office of County Auditor in Cul-
berson County; Election; Audit.

County Auditor’s Salary in Counties of 42,100
to 42,500.

Compensation of County Auditors in Counties
of 49,010 to 49,100 Population.

Compensation of County Auditors in Counties
of 77,600 to 131,000 Population.

Compensation of County Auditors in Counties
of 24,900 to 25,000.

Compensation of County Auditors in Counties
of 39,100 to 39,200 Population.
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Compensation of County Auditors in Counties
of 45,000 to 50,000 Population.

Compensation of County Auditors in Counties
of 49,100 to 51,000 Population.

Compensation of County Auditor in Counties
of 27,250 to 27,490 Population.

Repealed.

Compensation of County Auditors in Counties
of 190,000 to 200,000 Population.

Compensation of County Auditors in Certain
Counties.

Compensation of County Auditors in Certain
Counties.

Compensation of County Auditors in Certain
Counties. "

Compensation of Auditors in Rusk and Camer-
on Counties.

Additional Duties of County Auditors in Coun-
ties of 190,000 to 200,000 Population Having
City and County Hospital.

Audits and Reports Respecting Certain Monies
by County Auditors in Counties of 320,000
to 350,000 Population.

County Auditor as Purchasing Agent in Coun-
ties of 41,680 to 42,100; Salary.

Auditors for Other Counties.

County Auditors.

Joint Employment of County Auditor in Coun-
ties Under 25,000 Population.

Appointment.

Qualification.

Bond and Oath.

Organization.

Miléage Expenses.

General Duties.

Repealed.

To Examine Accounts.

To Examine Reports.

To Count Cash.

To Prescribe Forms and Rules.

County Auditor in Certain Counties to Pre-
scribe Accounting System; Deposit of Funds
in County Depository.

Reports to County Auditor by County and
District Clerks as to Trust Funds; Counter-
signing Checks.

State Comptroller of Public Accounts to Pre-
scribe Uniform System of Accounts.

Deposits.

Relieving Clerk of Certain Duties Prescribed
by Article 1657 in Counties Over 2,000,000.

Bids for Supplies.

Bids for Material.

Counties of 900,000 or More; Bids for Supplies
or Materials; Advertisement; Filing.

Counties of 800,000 to 900,000; Bids for Sup-
plies or Materials; * Advertising; Filing.

Approval of Claims.

Requisites of Approval.

Register of Warrants.

Accounts with .Officers.

Penalty.

Private Business Operation on Public Proper-
ty; Records and Reports of Receipts and
Disbursements.

General Accounts,

Reports to Commissioners.

Budget.

Budget; Counties Over 225,000.
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1666h. Budget Officers in Counties Over 1,200,000.
1667. Improvement District Finances.
1668. Improvement Districts: Supplies.
1669. Improvement Districts: Expenditures.
1670. Improvement Districts: Forms; Regulation of
Collections and Disbursements.
1671. Improvement Districts: Reports.
1672. Improvement Districts: Compensation.
1673. Pay of Assistants.
1674. Provisions Controlling.
1675. County Clerk’s Duties.
1676. Removal of Auditor.
1676a. Auditors in Certain Counties: Duties, Powers,
Reports.
1676b. Auditors in Counties of 83,000 to 83,350 Hav-
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1. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Art. 1607. Finance Ledger

Each commissioners court shall procure a well-
bound ledger and index, to be known as the finance
ledger, and shall cause to be entered therein a full
and orderly statement of the condition of the county
finances. The county clerk shall open and keep in
said book an account with each officer of the coun-
ty, district or State, who may be authorized or
required by law to receive or collect all money or
other property for the use of, or belonging to the
county, and shall state at the top of each page of
said account the name of such officer and his office.
The clerk shall keep such other accounts as may be
necessary to carry out the purposes of this title, and
shall conveniently index each. And items shall be
entered daily under their respective heads. All
reports and vouchers shall be filed with said clerk
and carefully preserved, and briefly noted in the
proper account upon the ledger. Said finance ledg-
er shall be at all times subject to the inspection of
the public.

[Acts 1925, 8.B. 84.]

Art. 1608.

Said clerk shall balance each account so kept, and
make a sworn tabular statement at each regular
term of the commissioners’ court for the three
months preceding the month when such court meets
in regular session, to be presented to said court
during the second day of its term, specifying therein
the names of the creditors of said county, and the
items of indebtedness, with their respective dates of
accrual, and also the names of persons to whom
moneys have been paid, with the amounts paid each,
the names of persons for whom moneys have been
received, with the date of receipt and for what
account received, during the quarter for which such
statement is prepared; said statement shall also
separately show the amount to the credit or debit of
each fund.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Quarterly Statement
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Art. 1609. Exhibit Published

Immediately after the first regular term of said
court in each year said clerk shall publish once in
some weekly newspaper published in his county, or
if there be no paper published therein, then by
posting four copies of such exhibit, one in each
commissioners precinet, one of which shall be at the
court house door, the other three at public places in
such precinets, an exhibit showing the aggregate
amount paid out of each fund for the four preceding
quarters, and the balance to the credit or debit of
each fund; also the amount of indebtedness of said
county, with their respective dates of accrual, and
to whom and for what due; also the amount to the
debit or credit of each officer or other persons with
. whom an account is kept. The cost for publishing
the same shall be paid by order of said court out of
the general fund of the county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1610. Account with Tax Collector

The accounts of the tax collector shall be kept as
follows: A separate account shall be kept for each
separate fund that may be upon the tax rolls; each
account shall state the name of the collector, the
character of the fund entered therein, and the year
for which the same is assessed; and the taxes
assessed for each year shall be kept separate and
distinct. '

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1610-1. Oaths and Acknowledgments Taken

by Assessor-Collector

The county assessor-collector or an employee of
the assessor-collector may administer oaths and
take acknowledgments relating to any document
required or authorized to be filed with the office of
county assessor-collector, including:

(1) a bill of sale and application for transfer of a
motor vehicle or trailer;

(2) an application for a certificate of title concern-
ing a motor vehicle;

(8) an affidavit and application to register a re-
built motor vehicle;

(4) a notice of the installation of a new or differ-
ent motor in a motor vehicle;

(5) an affidavit concerning the weight of any mo-
tor vehicle;

(6) an affidavit with reference to the application
for the registration of a light delivery truck, motor
bus, semitrailer, or trailer;

(7) an application for the replacement of license
plates;

(8) an affidavit as to the weight and application
for the registration of a commercial farm truck;

(9) an affidavit and application for the reregistra-
tion of a motor vehicle that has not been used for
the current registration year; and
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(10) an affidavit required for payment of the mo-
tor vehicle sales and use tax under Chapter 152, Tax
Code.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 3181, ch. 536, § 1, eff. Aug. 31,
1983

Art. 1611.

Whenever the tax rolls are ready for delivery to
the tax collector, the court or officer having control
of the same shall take from the collector a written
receipt for the same, specifying the amount therein
assessed and due the county, stating separately the
amount assessed to each fund, and shall deliver said
receipt to the county clerk, who shall charge the
collector with the amount stated in said receipt in
the proper account; and said amounts shall be treat-
ed as debts due the county by the collector.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Receipts for Tax Rolls

Art. 1612. Collector’s Credits

The collector shall discharge said indebtedness
within the time prescribed by law, by filing with
said clerk receipts for the same, as follows:

1. The commission due the collector.

2. The assessor’s receipt for commissions due
such assessor, if any, are to be paid by the county.

3. Proper vouchers for such payments as he may
be required to pay out of any money on hand.

4, The county treasurer’s receipt for the money
paid into the treasury.

[Acts 1925, 8.B. 84.]

Art. 1613, Indigent and Delinquent Tax Ac-
counts

The collector shall make separate lists of the
indigent and delinquent taxpayers, showing their
names, and the amount due by each taxpayer. The
court shall carefully examine said list, and shall
make an order and enter the same upon its minutes,
stating the names and amounts that are adjudged
uncollectible; and the eollector shall have credit for
the amounts included in said order in the proper
accounts, only after said order has been made and
entered.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1614. Shall Deliver Tax Rolls to Successor

On leaving office the tax collector shall deliver to
his successor the tax rolls in his possession, and
shall receive from his successor a written receipt
for the amount of taxes due on the tax rolls so
delivered, specifying the amount of each fund and
each year separately, and also the amount due on
the indigent and delinquent list; and deliver said
receipts to the county clerk, who shall enter those
allowed by the court to the credit of the collector
presenting them, and shall charge the amounts so
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credited to the successor in office of such collector,
in the proper accounts.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1615. Occupation Tax

Said collector shall collect all occupation taxes due
the county without assessment and give the party
paying the tax a written receipt, stating his name,
the occupation paid for, the time such occupation is
to be pursued, and the amount collected for the
State and for the county. On presentation of such
receipt, the county clerk shall issue to the payee
therein a license in the name of the State or county
or both, in accordance with the tax so paid, authoriz-
ing said payee to pursue such occupation during the
time for which the tax is paid. The clerk shall keep
an occupation tax account with the collector of the
county, in which he shall charge the collector with
all licenses issued for the county. The collector
shall have credit in said account for his commis-
sions, and the amount paid into the treasury upon
filing the proper receipt of the county treasurer
with such clerk. Said clerk shall, at the end of
every month, make two reports, one of licenses
issued on taxes paid to the State which he shall
forward to the Comptroller by mail; the other of
licenses issued on taxes paid to the county and file
the same in his office. Such reports shall recite the
information contained in the tax collector’s receipt
for such tax, and shall be dated and signed under
the clerk’s official seal.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1616. Account with Sheriff

An account shall be kept with the sheriff charg-
ing him with all judgments, fines, forfeitures and
penalties, payable to and rendered in any court of
the county, the collection of which he is by law
made chargeable. The sheriff may free himself
from liability from such charge, by:

1. Producing the receipt of the county treasurer
showing the payment of such judgment, fine, forfei-
ture or penalty.

2. Showing to the satisfaction of the commis-
sioners court that the same cannot be collected, or
that the same has been discharged by imprisonment
or labor, or by escape, without his fault or neglect,
and obtaining an order from said court allowing the
same.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1617. Officers to Report Collections

Each district clerk, county clerk, county judge,
county treasurer, sheriff, district and county attor-
ney, constable and justice of the peace, who shall
collect or handle any money for the use of the
county, shall make a full report to the commission-
ers court, at each regular term thereof, of all fines
imposed and collected and all judgments rendered
and collected for the use of the county, and all jury
fees collected in their respective courts in favor of,
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or for the use of the county; and at the same time
present their receipts and vouchers showing what
disposition has been made of the money collected,
fines imposed and judgments rendered. Said court
shall carefully examine said reports, receipts and
vouchers and, if found correct, shall cause the clerk
to enter the same on the finance ledger, and, if
found to be incorrect, shall summon said officer
before them, and have the same corrected. Said
reports, receipts, and vouchers shall be filed in the
county clerk’s office.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1618. Collections: Form of Report

The reports required by the preceding article
shall state fully:

1. The name of the party fined and the amount
of the fine, or the name of the party against whom
judgment was rendered and the amount of such
judgment.

2. The style and number of the cases in which
fines have been imposed or judgments rendered,
and the date thereof.

3. The amount of jury fees collected, and the
style and number of the case in which each jury fee
was collected and from whom collected.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1619. Accounts of Justice

Fines imposed and judgments rendered by jus-
tices of the peace shall be charged against the
justice imposing or rendering the same. He may
discharge said indebtedness by filing with the coun-
ty clerk the treasurer’s receipt for the amount
thereof, or by showing to the satisfaction of the
commissioners court that he has used due diligence
to collect the same without avail, or that the same
have been satisfied by imprisonment or labor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84

Art. 1620. Report of Attorneys

The district attorney of each district shall, at each
term of the district court for each county in his
district, make a report to the county clerk, of all
moneys received by him since the last term of the
district court for such county for the use of such
county. Each county attorney shall make a similar
report to the said clerk at the end of each month.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1621. Judgment Sold

Whenever the proceeds of any judgment revert to
and belong to any county, if the principal and sure-
ties thereon are insolvent so that under any existing
process of law said judgment or any part thereof
cannot be collected, the commissioners court is here-
by constituted a board to dispose of such judgment,
and may offer for sale, by such advertising as it
deems necessary and to the best interests of the
county, all the right of the county to such judgment.
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If the amount bid on same at public sale shall not be
deemed sufficient, said court shall refuse to accept
the same, and shall dispose of said judgment in any
manner deemed most advantageous to the interest
of the county. Upon sale said court shall make a
proper assignment of said judgment to the purchas-
er.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1622, Collections: Report to Clerk

When any officer collects money belonging to,
and for the use of, any county, he shall, except
where otherwise provided in this title, forthwith
report the same to the proper county clerk stating
fully from whom collected, the amount collected, the
time when collected, and by virtue of what authority
or process collected. On making such report, such
amount shall be charged to such officer, and he may
discharge himself therefrom by producing the re-
ceipt of the proper county treasurer therefor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1623. Estray Account

When an application to estray an animal is filed
with the county clerk, said clerk shall keep an
estray account on the debit side of said finance
ledger showing, the date of the application, the
name of the person estraying, and a brief descrip-
tion of the animal to be estrayed. The amount of
such charge shall be left blank until said person
shall file his account of the sale thereof. Upon the
filing of said account, the net amount due the
county from such sale shall be entered in the blank.
When the receipt of the county treasurer is present-
ed to the clerk, showing any amount paid into the
treasury on account of such sale, the same shall be
entered on the credit side of the account, showing
the date, name of payer, amount paid and a brief
description of the estray, and such amount shall be
charged on the debit side of the county treasurer’s
account.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1624. Account with County Treasurer

An account with the county treasurer shall be
kept in said ledger, in which such treasurer shall be
charged separately with the amount of each fund
for which he gives a receipt to the sheriff, collector,
or other person paying the same into the treasury;
and such treasurer shall have credit for all moneys
paid out by him, when the commissioners court has
approved his reports of the same and for his legal
commissions.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1625. Claim Registers

Each county treasurer shall keep a well-bound
book in which he shall register all claims against his
county in the order of presentation, and if more
than one is presented at the same time he shall
register them in the order of their date. He shall

WTSC Civil Statutes—2
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pay no such claim or any part thereof, nor shall the
same, or any part thereof, be received by any offi-
cer in payment of any indebtedness to the county,
until it has been duly registered in accordance with
the provisions of this title. All claims in each class
shall be paid in the order in which they are regis-
tered. :

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1626. Claims Classified

Claims against a county shall be registered in
three classes, as follows:

1. All jury scrip and scrip issued for feeding
jurors.

2. All secrip issued under the provisions of the
road law or for work done on roads and bridges.

3. All the general indebtedness of the county,
including feeding and guarding prisoners, and pau-
pers’ claims.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1627.

Said treasurer shall enter each claim in the regis-
ter, stating the class to which it belongs, the name
of the payee, the amount, the date of the claim, the
date of registration, the number of such claim, by
what authority issued, and for what service the
same was issued, and shall write on the face of the
claim its registration number, the word, “regis-
tered,” the date of such registration, and shall sign
his name officially thereto.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Registering Claims

Art. 1628. Classification of County Funds

The funds received by the county treasurer shall
be classed as follows, and shall be appropriated,
respectively, to the payment of all claims registered
in the first, second and third classes:

1. All jury fees, all money received from the sale
of estrays, and all occupation taxes.

2. All money received under any of the provi-
sions of the road and bridge law, including the
penalties recovered from railroads for failing to
repair crossings, and all fines and forfeitures.

3. All money received, not otherwise appropriat-
ed herein or by the commissioners court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1629. Other Classes of Funds

The commissioners court may cause such other
accounts to be kept, creating other classes of funds,
as it may deem proper, and require the scrip to be
issued against the same and registered accordingly.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1630. Transfer of Funds

The commissioners court by an. order to that
effect may transfer the money in hand from one
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fund to another, as it may deem necessary and
proper, except that the funds which belong to class
first shall never be diverted from the payment of
the claims registered in class first, unless there is
an excess of such funds.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1630a. Road and Bridge Fund Set Aside
From Other Funds in Certain

Counties; Budgeting of Fund

That in all counties having a population of fifty
thousand, nine hundred and fifty (50,950) to fifty-
one thousand, one hundred (51,100), inclusive, ac-
cording to the last preceding Federal Census, the
Commissioners Court shall annually set aside from
all other county funds the Road and Bridge Fund
and shall budget this Road and Bridge Fund into
three (8) equal amounts, and the total expenditures
from the Road and Bridge Fund for any four-month
period of the fiscal year may not exceed one-third of
the annual budget; provided that nothing in this
Act shall be construed as repealing or affecting the
Uniform Budget Law, County Budgets, being Sec-
tions 10, 11, 12, and 13 of House Bill No. 768, Acts
of 1931, Forty-second Legislature, page 339, Chap-
ter 206.1

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 720, ch. 445, § 1.]
1 Articles 689a~9 to 689a-12.

Art. 1630b. Change Fund in Counties of Over
600,000 Population

Sec. 1. The Commissioners Court of any county
having a population of over 600,000 by the last
preceding Federal Census may set aside from the
General Fund an amount to be approved by the
County Auditor for the use by any county or district
official collecting public funds as a change fund,
which said fund is to be used only for making
change in connection with collections due and pay-
able to the county, State of Texas or any political
subdivision for which collections are often made by
such county or district official.

See. 2. The bond of each and every public offi-
cial who receives such a change fund shall cover his
responsibility for the correct accounting and disposi-
tion of said change fund.

Sec. 3. It shall be unlawful to use such change
fund for making loans or advances, or for cashing
checks or warrants of any kind.

Sec. 4. The Commissioners Court shall upon rec-
ommendation of the County Auditor increase or
decrease such change funds at any time.

[Acts 1953, 53rd Leg., p. 376, ch. 100. Amended by Acts
1969, 61st Leg., p. 1651, ch. 515, § 1, eff. June 10, 1969.]

Art. 1630c. Change Fund in Counties of 600,000
or Less Population

Sec. 1. The Commissioners Court of any county
having a population of not more than six hundred
thousand (600,000), by the last preceding Federal
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Census, may set aside from the General Fund
amounts not to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100)
for any one collecting office for use by any county
or district official collecting public funds as a
change fund, which said fund is to be used only for
making change in connection with collections due
and payable to the county, the State of Texas or any.
political subdivision for which collections are lawful-
ly made by said county or district official.

Sec. 2. The bond of each and every public offi-
cial who receives such a change fund shall cover his
responsibility for the correct accounting and disposi-
tion of said change fund.

Sec. 3. It shall be unlawful to use such change
fund for making loans or advances, or for cashing
checks or warrants of any kind.

Sec. 4. The Commissioners Court shall, within it
discretion, have the right to recall any part or all of
said change funds at any time.

[Acts 1957, 55th Leg., 2nd C.S., p. 184, ch. 22.]

Art. 1631,

At the end of each month the county treasurer
shall file in the office of the county clerk a report
showing the total amount of claims registered by
him during said months stating each class separate-
ly. He shall enter the same upon the ledger under
the head of “Registered indebtedness of the coun-
ty,” keeping a separate account of each class of
indebtedness, and, from the reports of the treasurer
of disbursements made, credit said accounts with
the total amount of vouches of each class of claims
paid.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Report of Claims

Art. 1632. Receipt of Payee

The county treasurer or any other officer disburs-
ing money for the county, or receiving county
claims in payment of dues of any kind, shall require
the party receiving payment of, or credit for the
same, his agent or attorney, to receipt in writing
upon the face of such claim for the amount so paid
or received thereon.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1633. Report of Claims Collected

Every officer who shall collect any fine, penalty,
forfeiture, judgment, tax or other indebtedness due
the county in claims against the county, shall keep a
descriptive list of such claims, and shall when he
reports such collection, file with his report a list
stating the party in whose favor each claim was
issued, the class and register number thereof, the
name of the party paying in such claim, and the
amount received, and for what purpose received.
Such claims and report shall be turned over to the
county treasurer who shall give a proper receipt for
the same, and he shall file said list with his report in
the office of the county clerk.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1634. Accounts of Treasurer

The county treasurer shall keep accurate detailed
accounts showing all the transactions of his office.
And all warrants by him paid off shall be punched
at the time he pays them; and the vouchers relating
to and accompanying each report shall be presented
to the commissioners court with the corresponding
report, when said court shall compare the vouchers
with the report, and all proper vouchers shall be
allowed and the treasurer credited with the amount
thereof.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1635. Claim Canceled

When a claim presented as a voucher has been
found by the court to be correct, the court shall
cause the same to be canceled by writing or stamp-
ing upon the fact! thereof the word, “canceled,”
and the clerk shall attest the same by his official
signature.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

180 in enrolled bill. Should probably read “face”.

Art. 1636. To Inspect Treasurer’s Accounts

When the commissioners court has compared and
examined the quarterly report of the treasurer, and
found the same correct, it shall cause an order to be
entered upon the minutes of the court, stating the
approval thereof, and reciting separately the
amount received and paid out of each fund by the
treasurer since the preceding treasurer’s quarterly
report, and the balance of such fund, if any, remain-
ing in the treasurer’s hands and the court shall
cause the proper credit to be made in the accounts
of the treasurer, in accordance with said order.
Said court shall actually inspect and count all the
actual cash and assets in the hands of the treasurer
belonging to the county at the time of the examina-
tion of his said report. Prior to the adjournment of
each regular term of the court, the county judge
and each commissioner shall make affidavit that the
requirements of this article have been in all things
fully complied with by them at said term of said
court, and that the cash and other assets mentioned
in said county treasurer’s quarterly report made by
said treasurer to said court, and held by him for the
county, have been fully inspected and counted by
them giving the amount of said money and other
assets in his hands. Such affidavits shall be filed
with the county clerk and recorded in the minutes of
said court the term at which the same were filed;
and the same shall be published in some newspaper
published in the county if there be a newspaper
published in the county, for one time.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1637. To Examine Finance Accounts

The commissioners court shall, at each regular
term, examine all accounts and reports relating to
the finances of the county, and compare the same
with the vouchers accompanying them, and cause
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such corrections to be made as are necessary, in
order to make said accounts and reports correct,
and shall cause all orders made by them, appertain-
ing to said accounts and reports, to be properly
entered upon the minutes of said court and noted
upon said accounts and reports.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1638, Finance Committee

At each term of the district court, the district
judge, upon request of the grand jury, may appoint
a committee consisting of three citizens of the coun-
ty, men of good moral character and intelligence,
and experienced accountants, to examine into the
condition of the finances of the county. Said com-
mittee shall examine all the books, accounts, re-
ports, vouchers and orders of the commissioners
court relating to the finances of the county that
have not been examined and reported upon by a
previous committee; count all the money in the
office of the county treasurer belonging to the
county, and make such other examination as it
deems necessary and proper in order to ascertain
the true condition of the finances of the county.
The court shall, if necessary, upon the application of
said committee, send for persons and evidence to aid
in such investigation.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1639. Report of Committee

Said committee shall, at the earliest practicable
day after its appointment, make to said district
court a detailed written report stating whether the
books and accounts required to be kept by the
provisions of this title are correctly kept in accord-
ance with said provisions, and setting forth fully the
condition of the finances of the county, the state of
each officer’s account, and specifying all irregulari-
ties, omissions and malfeasance of any kind that
they may discover. Said report shall be signed and
sworn to by said committee and filed in the office of
the district clerk, and the attention of the grand
jury called thereto as soon after the filing of the
same as practicable.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1640. Pay of Committee

Said committeemen shall each be entitled to re-
ceive for their services three dollars for each day,
not to exceed five days, that they may be engaged
in the performance of their duties as such, to be
paid out of the county treasury upon the certificate
of the district judge stating the number of days
served.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1641. Audit by Accountant

Any Commissioners Court, when in its judgment
an imperative public necessity exists therefor, shall
have authority to employ a disinterested, competent
and expert public accountant to audit all or any part
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of the books, records, or accounts of the county; or
of any district, county or precinet officers, agents,
or employees, including auditors of the counties,
and all governmental units of the county, hospitals,
farms, and other institutions of the county kept and
maintained at public expense, as well as for all
matters relating to or affecting the fiscal affairs of
the county. The resolution providing for such audit
shall recite the reasons and necessity existing there-
for such as that in the judgment of said court there
exists official misconduet, willful omission or negli-
gence in records and reports, misapplication, conver-
sion or retention of public funds, failure in keeping
accounts, making reports and accounting for public
funds by any officer, agent or employee of the
district, county or precinct, including depositories,
hospitals, and other public institutions maintained
for the public benefit, and at public expense; or that
in the judgment of the court, it is necessary that it
have the information sought to enable it to deter-
mine and fix proper appropriation and expenditure
of public moneys, and to ascertain and fix a just and
a proper tax levy. The said resolution may be
presented in writing at any regular or called session
of the Commissioners Court, but shall lie over to the
next regular term of said court, and shall be pub-
lished in one issue of a newspaper of general circu-
lation published in the county; provided if there be
no such newspaper published in the county, then
notice thereof shall be posted in three public places
in said county, one of which shall be at the court
house door, for at least ten days prior to its adop-
tion. At such next regular term said resolution
shall be adopted by a majority vote of the four
Commissioners of the court and approved by the
County Judge. Any contract entered into by said
Commissioners Court for the audit provided herein
shall be made in accordance with the statutes appli-
cable to the letting of contracts by said court,
payment for which may be made out of the public
funds of the county in accordance with said stat-
utes. The authority conferred on county auditors
contained in this title as well as other provisions of
statutes relating to district, county and precinct
finances and accounts thereof shall be held subordi-
nate to the powers given herein to the Commission-
ers Court. Provided that in addition to the emer-
gency powers granted herein, there is also con-
ferred upon the Commissioners Court the authority
to provide for and cause to be made an independent
audit of the aforesaid accounts and officials when
the court, by order duly entered at any regular
term, finds that the interest of the public would be
best served thereby. Any contract entered into by
said Commissioners Court for the audit provided
herein shall be made in accordance with the statutes
applicable to the letting of contracts by said court,
payment for which may be made out of the public
funds of the county in accordance with said stat-
utes. The authority conferred on county auditors
contained in this title as well as other provisions of
statutes relating to district, county and precinct
finances and accounts thereof shall be held subordi-
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nate to the powers given herein to the Commission-
ers Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p.
78, ch. 50, § 1; Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 752, ch, 327, § 1,
eff. June 12, 1973.]

Art. 1641a. Public Accountant in Certain Coun-
ties )

In counties of a population of not less than 298,-
000 and not more than 355,000, according to the last
Federal Census, that the Grand Jury of any County
or the State Auditor when in the judgment of either,
an imperative public necessity exists therefor, shall
have authority to employ a disinterested, competent
and expert public accountant for the same purposes
authorized by Article 1641, or for any other neces-
sary purpose; provided, however, that same shall
not be made more than once every two years, ex-
cept for the purposes of supplementing any audit
theretofore made. The same notice shall be given
as provided in the preceding Article, one week prior
to the making of said contract with such Auditor,
and the same shall be paid for out of the general
funds of said County.

[Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., p. 842, ch. 853, § 1.]

Art. 1641b. Independent Audit of Finances and
Offices in Counties of 40,000 to

100,000

Sec. 1. At any term of the District Court of any
county in this State upon request of the grand jury
of such county, the district judge of such Court
shall appoint an auditor, who shall be of good moral
character and intelligence and an experienced ac-
countant, to examine into the condition of the fi-
nances of said county. Said auditor shall examine
all the books, accounts, reports, vouchers and or-
ders of the Commissioners Court relating to the
finances of the county, or such part thereof as may
be ordered and directed by said district judge. Said
auditor shall count all the money in the office of the
county treasurer belonging to the county and make
such other examination as he deems necessary and
proper, or as may be ordered by said district judge
in order to ascertain the true condition of the fi-
nances of the county. The Court shall, if necessary,
upon the application of such auditor, summons wit-
nesses and compel their attendance and require
such witnesses to give such testimony as said audi-
tor may desire; and said judge shall require the
production of all books, records and any other evi-
dence that such auditor may request or desire to aid
in such investigation; and the said district judge
shall have authority to punish for contempt any
person violating any of the said orders of said
district judge or any process issued under the provi-
sions of this Act.

Sec. 2. Said auditor shall, at the earliest practi-
cable date after his appointment, make to the said
District Court a detailed written report stating the
true condition of the finances of said county and
whether the books and accounts required to be kept
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by the provisions of law, are correctly kept in ac-
cordance with said provisions, and setting forth
fully the condition of the finances of the county, and
the state of each officer’s account included within
the scope and provisions of the order of said district
judge; and shall point out and specify all irregulari-
ties, omissions and malfeasance of any kind that he
may discover. Said report shall be signed and
sworn to by said auditor and filed in the office of
the district clerk of said county and the attention of
the grand jury shall be called thereto as soon after
the filing of said report as practicable.

Sec. 3. Said auditor shall be entitled to receive
for his services a sum not to exceed Twenty-five
Dollars ($25) per day for the time that may be
reasonably required in the performance of his
duties under the provisions hereof. Said sum shall
be paid out of the county treasury upon the certifi-
cate of the district judge, stating the number of
days served and the total amount due such auditor
as herein provided.

Sec. 3a. This Act shall apply in counties having
not less than forty thousand (40,000) population nor
more than one hundred thousand (100,000) popula-
tion, according to the last preceding Federal Cen-
sus.

[Acts 1947, 50th Leg., p. 957, ch. 411]

Art, 1641c. Special Audit of County Records on
Petition of Voters; Employment of
Auditor

Sec. 1. In every county of this state there shall
be a special audit of all the county records upon the
filing of a petition of at least thirty per cent (30%) of
the qualified voters residing in such county who
voted in the last general election for Governor of
Texas with any district judge having jurisdiction in
the county.

Sec. 2. Upon receipt of such petition the district
judge shall determine its validity and if he finds
that thirty per cent (30%) of the qualified voters
residing in the county who voted in the last general
election for Governor of Texas have requested an
audit of the county records he shall immediately
employ a person having the qualifications pre-
scribed by law for county auditors to prepare a
special audit of all of the county records. The
person so employed to prepare such special audit
shall receive as compensation for his services a
reasonable fee to be fixed by the district judge and
paid out of the general fund or the officers’ salary
fund of the county.

Sec. 3. After the preparation of the audit it shall
be filed with the district judge employing the audi-
tor, and a copy shall be filed with the State Auditor.

Sec. 4. The provisions of this Act shall be
cumulative of all other laws.

[Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 265, ch. 124.]
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Art. 1641d. Annual Independent Audit of Books,
Records and Accounts in Counties
of 350,000 or More

Sec. 1. In every county in the State of Texas
having a population of 350,000 inhabitants or more,
according to the last preceding Federal Census, an
annual independent audit shall be made of all books,
records, and accounts of the district, county, and
precinet officers, agents or employees, including
regular auditors of the counties and all governmen-
tal units of the county hospitals, farms, and other
institutions of the county, and all matters pertaining
to the fiscal affairs of the county.

Sec. 2. In all counties in which this Act applies,
the first independent audit shall be made in 1960
and completed prior to December 31, 1960, and
thereafter an annual independent audit shall be
made of all office books and records enumerated in
Section 1 of this Act.

Sec. 8. The Commissioners Court in all counties
affected by this Act shall employ a disinterested,
competent, experienced public accountant or certi-
fied public accountant to audit all of the above
records and accounts enumerated in Section 1 of
this Act.

See. 4. At the regular meeting of the Commis-
sioners Court in January, 1960, and at the regular
meeting of the Commissioners Court in January
each year thereafter, the Court shall enter into a
contract with a disinterested, competent, experi-
enced public accountant or certified public account-
ant to audit all the books and records of the county
that are enumerated in Section 1 of this Act. It
shall not be necessary that the Commissioners
Court advertise for competitive bids before select-
ing the public accountant or certified public account-
ant to prepare the audit or audits required by the
provisions of this Act, and the consideration speci-
fied in each contract shall be paid out of the general
fund of the respective county.

Sec. 5. The audits provided for in this Act shall
be in addition to any special audits that may be
prepared pursuant to the provisions of Articles
1638, 1641 and 1641c, or any regular or special audit
report that may be prepared by the regular county
auditor.

[Acts 1959, 56th Leg., p. 249, ch. 144]

Art. 1641e. Biennial Independent Audit of
Books, Records and Accounts in

Counties of 160,000 to 170,000
Sec. 1. In every county in the State of Texas

having a population of not less than 160,000 inhabit-
ants nor more than 170,000 inhabitants according to
the last preceding federal census, a biennial inde-
pendent audit shall be made of all books, records,
and accounts of the district, county, and precinct
officers, agents or employees, including regular au-
ditors of the counties and all governmental units of
the county hospitals, farms, and other institutions
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of the county, and all matters pertaining to the
fiscal affairs of the county.

Sec. 2. In all counties in which this bill applies,
the first independent audit shall be made in 1962
and completed prior to December 31, 1962, and
thereafter a biennial independent audit shall be
made of all office books and records enumerated in
Section 1 of this Act. Thereafter, said audit shall
be made on the even-numbered years in such coun-
ties and the audit report shall be completed before
December 31st of such year.

Sec. 8. The Commissioners Court in all counties
affected by this Act shall employ a disinterested,
competent, experienced public accountant or certi-
fied public accountant to audit all of the above
records and accounts enumerated in Section 1 of
this Act.

Sec. 4. At the first regular meeting of the Com-
missioners Court in January 1962, and at the regu-
lar meeting of the Commissioners Court in January
every two (2) years thereafter, the Court shall enter
into a contract with a disinterested, competent, ex-
perienced public accountant or certified public ac-
countant to audit all the books and records of the
county that are enumerated in Section 1 of this Act.
It shall not be necessary that the Commissioners
Court advertise for competitive bids before select-
ing the public accountant or certified public account-
ant to prepare the audit or audits required by the
provisions of this Act, and the consideration speci-
fied in each contract shall be paid out of the general
fund of the respective county.

Sec. 5. Nothing in this Act shall be construed so
as to prevent any county coming under the provi-
sions of this Act from having an annual independent
audit made of the records covered by this Act,
provided that when such annual independent audit
reports covering such books, accounts and records
are completed prior to December 31st of each year
such annual independent audits may be considered
as compliance with the audits provided by this Act.

Sec. 6. The audits provided for in this Act shall

be in addition to any special audits that may be
prepared pursuant to the provisions of Articles
1638, 1641 and 1641c, or any regular or special audit
report that may be prepared by the regular county
auditor.
[Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 364, ch. 183. Amended by Acts
1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1820, ch. 542, § 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1971,
Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2373, ch. 734, § 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1971; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 562, ch. 237, § 14, eff. Sept.
1, 1981,]

Art. 1642, Requisites of Report

All reports required under any provision of this
title shall be in writing and sworn to by the officer
making the same, before some officer authorized to
administer oaths; and all such monthly reports shall
be filed within five days after the end of each
month.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84,]
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Art. 1643. Warrants Attested

All warrants or scrip issued against the county
treasurer by any judge or court shall be signed and
attested by the clerk or judge of the court issuing
the same, under his official seal. No justice of the
peace shall have authority to issue warrants against
the treasury for any purpose whatever, except as
provided in the Code of Criminal Procedure.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1644. Compensation of Clerk

The clerk shall receive annually as compensation
for the labor performed in keeping the finance
ledger and making the quarterly statement required
by this title, the sum of five dollars for each one
thousand dollars tax assessed as due the county, to
be paid quarterly on order of the commissioners
court out of the general fund of the county; provid-
ed, the same be not less than one hundred nor more
than two hundred and fifty dollars per annum.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1644a. Expenses of Survey for Drainage,
etc., or Water Control

In any county in this State having taxable values
of two hundred ninety million dollars or more, ac-
cording to the latest approved tax rolls of the coun-
ty, the Commissioners’ Court may spend not to
exceed $15,000.00 in any one year out of the general
fund of the county for the purpose of making a
preliminary engineering survey relating to drain-
age, reclamation, conservation, levee improvement,
or water control.

[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 342, ch. 159, § 1.]
Art. 1644a-1. Surveys of Water Resources for
Use Within County; Expenditure for
by Certain Counties; Referendum

Sec. 1. Any county of this State having a river
flowing through or forming a part of the boundary
of such county is hereby authorized to make ex-
penditures from the General Fund or any other
available fund of the county for the purpose of
conducting investigations and assembling informa-
tion relative to the present and prospective water
needs of its inhabitants and the feasibility of devel-
oping the water resources of the river for uses
within the county upon approval of such expendi-
ture at an election as hereinafter provided.

Sec. 2. Before any expenditure authorized in
Section 1 is incurred, the Commissioners Court shall
fix the maximum amount of the expenditure and
shall submit to the qualified taxpaying voters of the
county, at an election ordered for that purpose, the
proposition of whether such expenditure shall be
incurred. The election shall be ordered and con-
ducted in accordance with the General Election laws
of this State. The ballots at the election shall have
printed thereon the propositions: .
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“FOR the expenditure of county funds for the
purpose of making a survey of water resources, in
an amount not to exceed Dollars.”

“AGAINST the expenditure of county funds for
the purpose of making a survey of water resources,
in an amount not to exceed Dollars.”

If a majority of the ballots cast are in favor of
such expenditure, the Commissioners Court shall
have authority to contract for professional services
and incur such other expenses as may be necessary,
not to exceed the maximum amount fixed for this
purpose. If the majority of the ballots cast are
opposed to such expenditure, the Commissioners
Court shall not be authorized to make any expendi-
ture for this purpose, and no further election shall
be held for a period of two (2) years thereafter.

[Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 973, ch. 378.]

Art. 1644b. Authorizing Counties to Purchase
Property to Satisfy Claims

Sec. 1. That any county in this State whose pop-
ulation according to the last preceding United
States Census did not exceed Fifteen Thousand (15,-
000), having at the time of the passage of this Act,
any claim for money against any person, partner-
ship, corporation, joint stock or other association,
and whose claim shall amount to at least fifty (50%)
per cent of all the claims against such debtor, and
the property of such person, partnership, corpora-
tion, joint stock or other association shall be sold,
within two years from the date this Act shall be-
come effective, under any proceedings in bankrupt-
cy, receivership, or in any other judicial proceeding
whatever, and the Commissioners’ Court of such
county shall be of the opinion that it is necessary or
advisable, in the protection of the interests of such
county so to do, the said Commissioners’ Court be,
and is hereby authorized to purchase any or all of
the property of such debtor or debtors so sold,
within two years from the date this Act shall be-
come effective, when offered for sale by any trustee
in bankruptcy, receiver, or by any other officer
under the order of any court for such price as the
Commissioners’ Court may deem advisable and for
the best interests of the county, and to have such
property by said trustee in bankruptcy, receiver, or
other judicial officer conveyed and transferred to
the county.

Sec. 2. The Commissioners’ Court of any such
county is hereby expressly authorized and empow-
ered to borrow money on the credit of the county,
and to execute or cause to be executed the obliga-
tions of the county therefor, for the purpose of
making such purchase or purchases; and it is fur-
ther expressly authorized to pledge, hypothecate or
mortgage any property so purchased to secure the
payment of all sums so borrowed.

Sec. 3. The said Commissioners’ Court is hereby
expressly granted the full power and authority to
determine upon what terms, for what length of time
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and at what rate of interest said sums shall be
borrowed.

Sec. 4. Said Commissioners’ Court is further
hereby expressly authorized to liquidate all assets
so purchased for the use and benefit of the county,
in any manner that a private individual might liqui-
date such assets, and to sell and convey all or any
of the properties so acquired, either for cash or
upon credit, for such length of time and at such rate
of interest as said court may deem advisable and to
sue upon any obligations so acquired or contracted
to said county, and to pay any and all expenses and
costs incurred in connection with all or any of the
foregoing matters from said property or the pro-
ceeds of the sale or liquidation thereof, the net
proceeds received by said county to be paid to and
for the use and benefit of the respective funds of
the county to which said original claim belonged pro
rata.

[Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 620, ch. 206.]

Art. 1644¢c. Counties, Cities, and Other Subdivi-
sions of State Authorized to Bor-
row Money from Federal Agencies

Sec. 1. All counties of this State in which there
has been damage to public and private property
from a tropical hurricane during the year, 1933, and
cities, towns, independent school districts, common
school districts, water improvement districts, water
control and improvement districts, navigation dis-
tricts, drainage districts, and any and all other
public municipal corporations, organized and exist-
ing under the Constitution and Laws of this State
located in such counties; and all private corpora-
tions, created under the Laws of Texas, providing
for corporations without capital stock, and the
shareholders of which are prohibited from receiving
any income of any kind from such corporation, are
hereby expressly authorized and empowered to bor-
row money, and to receive grants and other aid
from the Government of the United States, from the
Federal Emergency Administrator of Public Works,
the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, the Feder-
al Reserve Banks, and any and all other agencies of
the Government of the United States, which now
are or hereafter may be authorized to make such
loans or grants on such terms and in such amounts
as may be agreed upon with the lending agency.

Sec. 2. The several counties, cities, towns, and
other public municipal corporations above enumerat-
ed and described, are further hereby expressly au-
thorized and empowered to issue warrants or other
obligations of such counties, cities, towns or other
public municipal corporations, in evidence of money
borrowed from the Government of the United State
or from its agencies, which warrants or obligations
may draw interest at any rate not to exceed six per
centum (6%) per annum, and may be payable within
such time and on such terms as may be agreed upon
between the lending agency and the public munici-
pal corporation to which the loan is made; and such
counties, cities, towns, and other public’ municipal
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corporations are further expressly authorized to
pledge the taxes and/or revenues provided for such
counties, cities, towns, and other public municipal
corporations, under the Constitution and Laws of
this State, in payment of such loans made to them
by the Government of the United States, or any
agency of such Government. Provided, however,
that the powers to issue warrants or other obliga-
tions by the governing boards of the public munici-
pal corporations herein enumerated or referred to
shall be contingent upon an affirmative authorizing
vote by a majority of the qualified voters voting in
an election called for that purpose under conditions
set forth in the statutes governing special elections,
except where the warrants or other evidences of
obligations are issued for funds to be used to repair
damage caused by any tropical hurricane during the
year 1933.

Sec. 8. All funds granted or lent to counties,
cities, towns, or other public municipal corporations
of this State by the Government of the United
States or any agency of such Government shall be
administered by the officers of such public munici-
pal corporation in the same manner that construc-
tion and maintenance funds of such corporations are
required to be administered under the Constitution
and Laws of this State.

Sec. 4. All funds granted or lent to non-profit
corporations by the Government of the United
States, or any agency of such Government, shall be
administered by the officers of such non-profit cor-
poration in accordance with its by-laws and under
such rules and regulations as the lending agency
may prescribe; and may be lent by such corpora-
tions to persons, firms, and corporations that have
been injured or damaged by a tropical hurricane
during the year, 1933.

[Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., 1st C.S., p. 827, ch. 118.]

Art. 1644¢~1. Authority to Borrow Money in

Counties of 8,300 to 8,600

Sec. 1. All counties of this State having a popu-
lation of more than eight thousand, three hundred
(8,300) but less than eight thousand, six hundred
(8,600) according to the last preceding United States
Census, are hereby expressly authorized and em-
powered to borrow money from any source, public
or private, in any amount not to exceed the aggre-
gate principal amount of One Hundred and Sixty-
five Thousand Dollars (3165,000). By the term
“agpregate principal amount” is meant the total of
the sums so borrowed by any county under the
provisions of this Act, and not the balance owing
and due by any county at any one time.

Sec. 2. Such counties are further hereby ex-
pressly authorized and empowered to issue time
warrants and/or other obligations of such counties
in evidence of money borrowed, which warrants or
" obligations may draw interest at any rate not to
exceed four percent (4%) per annum, and may be
payable within such time, not to exceed ten (10)
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years, and on such terms as may be agreed upon
between the lending agency and the eounty to which
the loan is made; and such counties are further
expressly authorized to levy taxes and to pledge
any taxes and/or revenues provided for such coun-
ties, under the Constitution and Laws of this state,
in payment of such loans.

Sec. 3. The Commissioners Court of any such
county qualifying under Section 1 is empowered
with authority to approve the issuance of such
warrants or obligations which may be in any
amount or amounts, providing that the total of such
warrants or obligations does not exceed One Hun-
dred and Sixty-five Thousand Dollars ($165,000).
No such warrants or obligations shall be issued,
sold or delivered after five years from the effective
date of this Act.

Sec. 4. Such warrants or obligations, upon ap-
proval by the Commissioners Court, shall be signed
by the county judge and county clerk of such coun-
ty.

Sec. 5. Such warrants or obligations, when is-
sued and signed in accordance with the provisions
of this Act, shall constitute valid obligations of such
counties.

Sec. 6. This Act shall be cumulative of all other
Laws, General and Special, relating to the subject
matter hereof.

[Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 445, ch. 218, Amended by Acts
1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1821, ch. 542, § 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1971;
Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 562, ch. 237, § 15, eff. Sept. 1,
1981.]

Art. 1644d. Validation of Purchases by Counties
to Satisfy Claims

All purchases, pursuant to Legislative enactment
of the property of any debtor or debtors, at any sale
under any proceedings bankruptcy, receivership or
in any other judicial proceeding whatever, hereto-
fore made by any county in this State whose popula-
tion did not exceed fifteen thousand (15,000) accord-
ing to the last United States Census, and which had
a claim or claims for money against any such per-
son, partnership, corporation, joint stock or other
associations, amounting to at least fifty (50) per
cent of all the claims against such debtor, and
where the Commissioners Court of any such county
has deemed it necessary or advisable to so purchase
said property to protect the interest of such county,
and all conveyances, transfers and assignments to
any such county of real and personal property so
purchased, and the liquidation of such assets by the
Commissioners Court of any such county heretofore
done, and all sales, conveyances, transfers and as-
signments of real and personal property, oil, gas
and mineral leases, and other transfers, conveyanc-
es and assignments made by any such county to any
and all purchasers in connection therewith, whether
such sales were made at public or private sale, be
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and the same are here and now in all things fully
and completely validated, ratified and confirmed.

[Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p. 231, ch. 94, § 1.]

Art. 1644e.

Sec. 1. The commissioners court of a county at a
regular meeting may adopt an order making the
fiscal year of the county a one-year period begin-
ning on October 1 of each year.

Sec. 2. The fiscal year of a county is a calendar
year unless the commissioners court has adopted a
fiscal year that begins on October 1 pursuant to
Section 1 of this Act.

Sec. 3. If the commissioners court of a county
adopts a fiscal year that begins on October 1, it may
revert to a fiscal year based on a calendar year by
adopting an order to that effect at a regular meet-
ing.

Sec. 4. If a law prescribes a certain date or
month each year for taking action with regard to a
county budget, and the law is based on the assump-
tion that the county fiscal year is a calendar year, in
counties that have a fiscal year that begins on
October 1 the law shall be construed as prescribing
a date or month three months earlier than the date
or month specified in the law.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1928, ch. 627, §§ 1 to 4, eff. Sept.
1, 1975.]

Art. 1644f. Contracts for Deposit of Public
Funds in Counties of Less Than
200,000

The commissioners court of any county with a
population of less than 200,000 is hereby authorized
at the February regular term thereof to enter into a
contract with any banking corporation, association,
or individual banker in such county for the deposit-
ing of the public funds of such county in such bank
or banks; provided, however, that such commission-
ers court is required at the February regular term
thereof next following each general election to enter
into such contracts for the depositing of public
funds. Notice that such contracts will be made by
the commissioners court shall be published by and
over the name of the county judge once each week
for at least 20 days before the commencement of
such term in some newspaper published in said
county, and if no newspaper be published therein,
then in any newspaper published in the nearest
county. In addition thereto, notice shall be publish-
ed by posting same at the courthouse door of said
county.

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1660, ch. 694, § 1, eff. Aug. 27,
1979.]

Fiscal Year

2. COUNTY AUDITOR
Art. 1645. Appointment in Certain Counties;
Term of Office; Compensation

Sec. 1. In any county having a population of
10,000 inhabitants or over according to the last
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preceding Federal Census, there shall be appointed
every two years an auditor of accounts and fi-
nanees, the title of said office to be County Auditor,
who shall hold his office for two years and who
shall receive as compensation for his services an
annual salary from the County General Fund of not
more than the amount allowed or paid the Assessor-
Collector of Taxes in his county, such salary of the
County Auditor to be fixed and determined by the
District Judge or District Judges making such ap-
pointment and having jurisdiction in the county, a
majority ruling, said annual salary to be paid
monthly out of the General Fund of the county.
The action of the District Judge or District Judges
in determining and fixing the salary of the County
Auditor shall be made by order and recorded in the

.minutes of the District Court of the county and the

Clerk thereof shall certify the same for observance
to the Commissioners Court which shall cause the
same to be recorded in its minutes.

Sec. 2. In addition to the procedure for the ap-
pointment of a County Auditor prescribed by Article
1646, a County Auditor may be appointed in a
county in which the office is not required under
Section 1 of this article if the District Judge or
District Judges having jurisdiction in the county, by
majority vote, determine that the county’s financial
circumstances warrant the appointment. The provi-
sions of Section 1 of this article relating to salary
and term of office apply to a County Auditor ap-
pointed under this section. A County Auditor ap-
pointed under this section shall qualify for office
and perform. the duties of a County Auditor as
provided by law.

Sec. 3. At least once every two years, the Com-
missioners Court of a county not having the office
of County Auditor shall have conducted an indepen-
dent audit of the books, records, and accounts of the
county’s officers, agents, and employees and of any
other matters relating to the county’s fiscal affairs.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., 1st
C.S., p. 104, ch. 85, § 1; Acts 1929, 41st Leg., 1st C.8,, p.
62, ch. 28, § 1; Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., 2nd C.S,, p. 29, ch.
15, § 1; Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 1st C.S., p. 1826, ch. 45, § 3;
Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 595, § 1; Acts 1941,
47th Leg., p. 1331, ch. 601, § 1; Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p.
1068, ch. 552, § 1; Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 1117, ch. 414,
§ 1; Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 870, ch. 395, § 1, eff. Aug. 27,
1979; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2616, ch. 701, § 1, eff. Aug.
31, 1981.]

Section 2 of the 1981 amendatory act provides:

“A county auditor serving & county in which the office is no
longer required because of this Act serves until the day his term
expires unless he is reappointed under Article 1646 or Section 2 of
Article 1645, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925.”

Art. 1645a. County Auditors in Counties of 19,-

150 to 19,175 Inhabitants

In any county having a population of not less
than nineteen thousand, one hundred and fifty (19,-
150) nor more than nineteen thousand, one hundred
and seventy-five (19,175) according to the last pre-
ceding Federal Census, there shall be biennially
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appointed an auditor of accounts and finances, the
title of said officer to be “County Auditor,” who
shall hold his office for two (2) years-and who shall
receive as compensation for his services the sum of
Eighteen Hundred Dollars ($1800) per annum pay-
able in equal monthly installments out of the Gener-
al Fund of the county upon order of the Commis-
sioners Court.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., p. 606, ch. 305, § 1.]
Art. 1645a~1. County Auditors in Certain Coun-
ties to Act as Purchasing Agents;
Compensation

Sec. 1. That in all counties having a population
of not less than twenty-four thousand, one hundred
twenty-five (24,125) nor more than twenty-four
thousand, one hundred fifty (24,150), according to
the last preceding Federal Census, and employing a
County Auditor, said County Auditor, in addition to
the regular duties performed by him as required by
law, shall act as Purchasing Agent for the county,
and such Auditor shall receive as compensation for
such additional services as Purchasing Agent the
sum of Six Hundred ($600.00) Dollars annually,
payable in twelve (12) equal monthly installments,
such compensation to be in addition to that allowed
by law for such Auditor, and to be payable out of
the General Revenue of such county. Provided that
in all counties having a population of not less than
forty-three thousand (43,000) and not more than
forty-three thousand, one hundred (43,100) accord-
ing to the last preceding Federal Census, and em-
ploying 'a County Auditor, said County Auditor, in
addition to the regular duties performed by him as
required by law, shall act as Purchasing Agent for
the county, and such Auditor shall receive as com-
pensation for such additional services as Purchasing
Agent the sum of Six Hundred ($600.00) Dollars
annually, payable in twelve (12) equal monthly in-
stallments, such compensation to be in addition to
that allowed by law for such Auditor, and to be
payable out of the General Revenue of such county.
Provided further, that in all counties having a popu-
lation in excess of sixty-five thousand (65,000) in-
habitants according to the last preceding Federal
Census, and having a tax valuation of not more than
Forty Million ($40,000,000.00) Dollars according to
the last approved tax rolls, and containing at least
two incorporated cities of more than thirteen thou-
sand, five hundred (13,500) population each, accord-
ing to the last preceding Federal Census, such Audi-
tor shall, in addition to his regular duties as Audi-
tor, constitute the Purchasing Agent of such county
when so directed by order of the Commissioners
Court of such county, and such Auditor shall re-
ceive as compensation for such additional services
as Purchasing Agent a sum not to exceed Nine
Hundred ($900.00) Dollars annually, payable in
twelve (12) equal monthly installments, and such
compensation shall be in addition to that allowed by
law for such Auditor, and payable out of the Gener-
al Revenue of such county.
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Sec. 2. That in all counties having a population
of not less than ninety thousand (90,000) inhabitants
nor more than two hundred twenty-five thousand
(225,000) inhabitants according to the last preceding
Federal Census, and having a tax valuation of not
less than One Hundred Twenty Million ($120,000,-
000.00) Dollars and not more than One Hundred
Fifty Million ($150,000,000.00) Dollars, and employ-
ing a County Auditor, said County Auditor, in addi-
tion to the regular duties performed by him as
required by law, shall act as Purchasing Agent for
such county when so directed by order of the Com-
missioners Court of such county, and such Auditor
shall receive as compensation for such additional
services as Purchasing Agent a sum not to exceed
One Thousand Five Hundred ($1,500.00) Dollars an-
nually, payable in twelve (12) equal monthly install-
ments, such compensation to be in addition to that
allowed by law for such Auditor, and to be payable
out of the General Revenue of such county.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., p. 639, ch. 313, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 600, § 1; Acts 1949,
51st Leg., p. 680, ch. 353, § 1.]

Art. 1645a-2. County Auditor’s Office in Coun-
ties of 28,700 to 29,000 Abolished;
County Auditors in Counties of 27,-
545 to 27,555 Population

Sec. 1. No county having a population of not
less than twenty-eight thousand seven hundred (28,-
700), nor more than twenty-nine thousand (29,000),
according to the last preceding, or any future Fed-
eral Census, shall have a county auditor, and the
office of county auditor is hereby abolished, in any
and all such counties, and the duties of the office of
county auditor, in any such counties, shall be per-
formed by such other officers of the county, as may
be provided by General Law.

Sec. 1-a. In any county having a population of
not less than twenty-seven thousand five hundred
forty-five (27,545), nor more than twenty-seven
thousand five hundred fifty-five (27,555), according
to the last preceding Federal Census, there shall be
biennially appointed an auditor of accounts and fi-
nances, the title of said officer to be “County Audi-
tor,” who shall hold his office for two (2) years and
who shall receive as compensation for his services
not less than Eighteen Hundred ($1800.00) Dollars
nor more than Twenty-four Hundred ($2400.00) Dol-
lars per annum payable in equal monthly install-
ments out of the General Fund of the county upon
order of the Commissioners’ Court.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 1778, ch. 17.]

Art. 1645a-3. Appointment of County Auditors
in Counties of 20,100 to 20,150 Popu-
lation and Less Than $15,000,000
Tax Valuation

Sec. 1. In any county having a population of not
less than twenty thousand, one hundred (20,100) nor
more than twenty thousand, one hundred and fifty
(20,150), according to the last preceding Federal
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Census, and having a tax valuation of less than
Fifteen Million Dollars ($15,000,000), according to
the last approved tax roll, if the Commissioners
Court of such county shall determine that an audi-
tor is a public necessity in the dispatch of the
business of the county, such Commissioners Court
may enter an order so stating and may appoint an
auditor of accounts and finances, the title of said
office to be “County Auditor,” who shall qualify
and perform all the duties required of County Audi-
tors in this State, and who shall receive as compen-
sation for his services a salary not to exceed Eigh-
teen Hundred Dollars ($1800) annually; said salary
to be set by the Commissioners Court and to be paid
monthly out of the General Revenue of the county
upon order of the Commissioners Court; provided
the Commissioners Court may by its order discontin-
ue such office at any time it may find such office is
not a public necessity.

{Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 2nd C.S., p. 1951, ch. 50, § 1.]

Art. 1645a-4. Salary of Auditor in Certain Coun-
ties

In all Counties containing a population of not less
than fifty-one thousand seven hundred seventy-nine
(51,779), nor more than fifty-two thousand (52,000)
according to the last preceding Federal Census, the
County Auditor shall receive a salary of not more
than Four Thousand ($4,000.00) Dollars per annum,
payable in equal monthly installments upon order of
the Commissioners’ Court.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 598, § 1.]

Art. 1645a~5. Auditors in Counties of 33,200 to
33,600

Auditors in counties of thirty-three thousand, two
hundred (38,200) to thirty-three thousand, six hun-
dred (33,600).

In every county in this State having a population
of not less than thirty-three thousand, two hundred
(33,200) and not more than thirty-three thousand,
six hundred (33,600), according to the last preceding
Federal Census, the District Judge having jurisdic-
tion in such county shall, if such reason be good and
sufficient, appoint a County Auditor as provided in
Article 1646, of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas,
of 1925, and said Auditor shall receive a salary of
not less than Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000) nor
more than Thirty-six Hundred Dollars ($3600) per
year, and same shall be paid in the same manner as
other county officers are paid in said counties.
[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 594, § 1. Amended
by Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 844, ch. 519, § 1; Acts 1949,
51st Leg., p. 941, ch. 515, § 1.]

Art. 1645a-6. County Auditors in Counties of
14,850 to 14,920 Population; Qualifi-
cation; Salary

Sec. 1. From and after the effective date of this
Act in all counties in this State having a population
of not less than fourteen thousand, eight hundred
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and fifty (14,850), and not more than fourteen thou-
sand, nine hundred and twenty (14,920), according
to the last preceding Federal Census, or any subse-
quent Federal Census, the Commissioners Court in
such counties, if they shall determine that an Audi-
tor is a public necessity in the dispatch of the
county business, and shall enter an order upon the
minutes of said Court, fully setting out the reasons
and necessities for such Auditor, and shall cause
said order to be certified to the District Judge
having jurisdiction in the counties hereinabove set
out, said Judge shall, if such reasons be considered
good and sufficient, appoint a County Auditor as
provided in Article 1647 of the Revised Civil Stat-
utes of Texas of 1925, and upon the appointment by
said Judge of such Auditor, such Auditor shall
qualify by taking the oath of office and giving the
bond as now provided in Article 1649 of the Revised
Civil Statutes of Texas of 1925.

Sec. 2. When the Auditor, as hereinabove pro-
vided, shall have qualified by taking the oath and
giving the bond, as provided in Section 1 hereof, he
shall be authorized to perform all the duties now
required of Auditors generally in counties of this
State, as provided in Title 84 of the Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, 1925, and amendments thereto
not in conflict herewith, and shall receive a salary
not to exceed Two Thousand, Four Hundred Dollars
($2,400) per annum, said salary to be paid in equal
monthly installments and shall be paid from the
County General Fund, of such counties, the Jury
Fund, the Road and Bridge Fund, the Permanent
Improvement Fund, in proportion and on the per-
centage of levies made for each respective Fund,
and in proportion that such levies bear to the total
salary of such Auditor.

Sec. 3. This Act shall be deemed cumulative of
all general provisions now authorizing the employ-
ment of Auditors, and it is not intended by this Act
to repeal any law, or parts of law, not in conflict
herewith.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec. Laws, p. 591.]

Art. 1645a-7. Abolition of Office of County Au-
ditor in Counties of 25,500 to 25,610

No County having a population of not less than
twenty-five thousand five hundred fifty (25,550), nor
more than twenty-five thousand six hundred ten
(25,610), according to the last preceding or any
future Federal Census, shall have a County Auditor,
and the office of County Auditor is hereby abolished
in any and all such Counties, and the duties of the
office of County Auditor in such Counties shall be
performed by such other officers of the County, as
may be provided by General Law.

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 36, ch. 22, § 2
Art. 1645a-8. County Auditors in Counties of

25,450  to 25,500; Appointment;
Compensation; Term of Office

In any county having a population of not less
than twenty-five thousand, four hundred and fifty
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(25,450) nor more than twenty-five thousand, five
hundred (25,500) according to the last preceding
Federal Census, there shall be biennially appointed
an auditor of accounts and finances, the title of said
officer to be “County Auditor,” who shall hold his
office for two (2) years and who shall receive as
compensation for his services the sum of Eighteen
Hundred Dollars ($1800) per annum payable in
equal monthly installments out of the General Fund
of the county upon order of the Commissioners
Court.

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 721, ch. 447, § 1.]

Art. 1645a-9. Office Abolished in Counties of
3,000 to 25,500

No County Auditor shall hereafter be appointed
in any county having a population of not more than
twenty-five thousand, five hundred (25,500) and not
less than three thousand (3,000) where no such
County Auditor has been appointed by the District
Judge prior to the effective date of this Act, except
upon the petition of the County Commissioners
Court and in all sueh counties the duties of such
County Auditor in such County shall be performed
by other officers as may be prescribed by general
law.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 693, ch. 399, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1953, 53rd Leg., p. 574, ch. 217, § 1.]

Art. 1645a-10. Auditors in Counties of 2,000,000
or More; Election by Judges; Term
of Office

Sec. 1. In any county having a population of
2,000,000 or more, according to the last preceding
federal census, the district judges having jurisdic-
tion in the county, shall nominate candidates for the
office of county auditor. Each judge may nominate
as many candidates as he wishes. The office of
county auditor shall be filled by the candidate re-
ceiving a two-thirds vote of the district judges hav-
ing jurisdiction in the county at a meeting held for
that purpose and the vote of a district judge shall
not be counted unless he is present at the meeting.

Sec. 2. The term of office of the county auditor
in counties to which this Act applies is two years,
beginning on January 1 of odd-numbered years.
The initial appointee under this Act shall be appoint-
ed within 20 days after this Act takes effect and
shall serve for the unexpired portion of the term of
office specified in this section.

[Aects 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2633, ch. 864, §§ 1, 2, eff. June 9,
1971. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 563, ch. 237,
§ 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Sections 3 and 4 of the 1971 Act provide:

“Sec. 3. As used in this Act, ‘the last preceding federal census’
means the 1970 census or any future decennial federal census.
This is despite any legislation that has been or may be enacted
during any session of the 62nd Legislature delaying the effective-
ness of the 1970 census for general state and local governmental
purposes.

“Sec. 4. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof
to any person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall
not affect other provisions or applications of the Act which can be
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given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this
end the provisions of this Act are declared to be severable.”

Art. 1645a-11. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg.,
p. 599, ch. 237, § 145, eff. Sept. 1,
1981

Art. 1645a-12. Abolition of Office of County Au-
ditor in McCulloch County; Elec-
tion; Audit

Sec. 1. The office of county auditor of MeCul-
loch County is abolished.

Sec. 2. The Commissioners Court of McCulloch
County shall require that an annual audit of their
books and records be made by an outside Certified
Public Accounting Firm selected by the commission-
ers court with the approval of the district judge of
the state judicial district in which McCulloch County
is located. Such annual audit shall verify, among
other things, that all expenditures of funds autho-
rized by the Court were made according to applica-
ble law.

Sec. 3. This Act takes effect only if and when
an election is called and held by the commissioners
court in which the ballots are printed to provide for
voting for or against the proposition, “Abolishing
the office of county auditor,” and in which a majori-
ty of the qualified voters of the county voting on
the proposition vote in favor of the proposition as
shown by the official canvass of the returns of the
election by the commissioners court.

[Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 1290, ch. 479, eff. June 14, 1973.]

Art. 1645a-13. Abolition of Office of County Au-
ditor in Culberson County; Elec-
tion; Audit

Sec. 1. The office of county auditor of Culber-
son County is abolished.

Sec. 2. The Commissioners Court of Culberson
County shall require that an annual audit of their
books and records be made by an outside Certified
Public Accounting Firm selected by the commission-
ers court with the approval of the district judge of
the state judicial district in which Culberson County
is located. Such annual audit shall verify, among
other things, that all expenditures of funds autho-
rized by the Court were made according to applica-
ble law. ‘

Sec. 3. This Act takes effect only if and when
an election is called and held by the commissioners
court in which the ballots are printed to provide for
voting for or against the proposition, “Abolishing
the office of county auditor,” and in which a majori-
ty of the qualified voters of the county voting on
the proposition vote in favor of the proposition as
shown by the official canvass of the returns of the
election by the commissioners court.

[Acts 1973, 63rﬁ Leg., p. 1380, ch. 531, eff. Aug. 27, 1973.]
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Art. 1645b. County Auditor’s Salary in Counties
of 42,100 to 42,500

In all counties containing a population of not less
than forty-two thousand, one hundred (42,100) nor
more than forty-two thousand, five hundred (42,500)
according to the Federal Census of 1930, the County
Auditor shall receive a salary not less than Three
Thousand, Six Hundred ($3,600) per annum, payable
in equal monthly installments upon order of the
Commissioners Court.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., p. 158, ch. 84, § 1.]

Art. 1645¢. Compensation of County Auditors in
Counties of 49,010 to 49,100 Popu-
lation

In every county in this State having a population
of not less than forty-nine thousand, ten (49,010) nor
more than forty-nine thousand, one hundred (49,100)
inhabitants according to the last preceding United
States Census, the compensation of each County
Auditor shall be Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000)
per annum to be paid in equal monthly installments
out of funds of said county.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., p. 852, ch. 420, § 1.]
Art. 1645¢c-1. Compensation of County Auditors
in Counties of 77,600 to 131,000 Pop-
ulation

In all counties of this State having a population of
not less than seventy-seven thousand six hundred
(77,600) inhabitants nor more than one hundred
thirty-one thousand (131,000) inhabitants, according
to the last Federal Census, as same now exists or
may hereafter exist, and having an assessed valua-
tion of not less than Forty-five Million and One
Dollars ($45,000,001.00) nor more than Sixty-three
Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($63,500,-
000.00), according to the last approved tax rolls, as
same now exists or may hereafter exist, the County
Auditor shall receive an annual salary from county
funds of Forty-two Hundred Dollars ($4200.00) to be
paid in equal monthly installments out of the gener-
al revenues of the county.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 1st C.S., p. 1798, ch. 24, § 4.
Amended by Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 599, § 1.]

Art. 1645¢-2. Compensation of County Auditors
in Counties of 24,900 to 25,000

From and after the effective date of this Actin all
counties having a population according to the last
Federal Census of not less than twenty-four thou-
sand, nine hundred (24,900) and not more than twen-
ty-five thousand (25,000), the County Auditors of
such counties shall receive an annual salary of Two
Thousand, Four Hundred Dollars ($2,400), to be paid
in twelve (12) equal monthly installments out of the
general fund of such counties.

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 120, ch. 93, § 1.]
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Art. 1645d. Compensation of County Auditors in
Counties of 39,100 to 39,200 Popu-
lation

In all counties in this State having a population of
not less than thirty-nine thousand, one hundred

(39,100), nor more than thirty-nine thousand, two

hundred (39,200), according to the last preceding

United States Census, the County Auditor shall

receive a salary of Three Thousand, Six Hundred

Dollars ($3,600) per annum, payable in twelve (12)

equal monthly installments out of the General

Funds of said county.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 2nd C.S., p. 1908, ch. 29, § 1.]

Art. 1645d-1. Compensation of County Auditors
in Counties of 45,000 to 50,000 Popu-
lation

In all counties in this State having a population of
not less than forty-five thousand (45,000) inhabit-
ants nor more than fifty thousand (50,000) inhabit-
ants, according to the last Federal Census, as same
now exists or may hereafter exist, the County Audi-
tor shall receive an annual salary from county
funds of Four Thousand Dollars ($4,000) to be paid
in equal monthly installments out of the general
revenues of the county.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 1st C.S. p. 1798, ch. 24, § 5]

Art. 1645d-2. Compensation of County Auditors
in Counties of 49,100 to 51,000 Popu-
lation

In all Counties in this State having a population
of not less than forty-nine thousand, one hundred
(49,100) and not more than fifty-one thousand (51,-
000) inhabitants according to the 1930 Census of the
United States, the County Auditor shall receive a
salary of Four Thousand ($4,000.00) Dollars per
annum, to be paid in equal monthly installments out
of the General Revenues of the County.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 597, § 1.]

Art. 1645d-3. Compensation of County Auditor
in Counties of 27,250 to 27,490 Popu-

lation

From and after the effective date of this Act in all
counties having a population according to the last
Federal Census of not less than twenty-seven thou-
sand, two hundred and fifty (27,250) and not more
than twenty-seven thousand, four hundred and nine-
ty (27,490), the County Auditor of such counties
shall receive an annual salary of Two Thousand,
Four Hundred Dollars ($2,400) to be paid in twelve

‘(12) equal monthly installments out of the general

fund of such counties.
[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 593, § 1.]

Art. 1645d-4. Repealed by Acts 1943, 48th Leg.,
p. 458, ch. 307, § 1

Compensation of County Auditors in
Counties of 190,000 to 200,000 Pop-
ulation
In every county in this State having a population

of not less than one hundred and ninety thousand

Art. 1645e.
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(190,000) nor more than two hundred thousand
{200,000) inhabitants according to the last preceding
United States Census, the compensation of each
County Auditor shall be Forty-eight Hundred Dol-
lars ($4800) per annum to be paid in equal monthly
installments out of funds of said county.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 1st C.S. p. 1798, ch. 24, § 1]

Art. 1645e-1. Compensation of County Auditors

in Certain Counties

In every county in this State having a population
of less than thirty-three thousand (33,000), accord-
ing to the last preceding Federal Census, and hav-
ing assessed property valuation of more than
Eighty Million Dollars ($80,000,000), according to
the last approved tax rolls, the compensation of
each County Auditor shall not exceed Four Thou-

" sand, Two Hundred Dollars ($4,200); and in every
county in this State having a population of not less
than thirty-four thousand, one hundred and forty-
five (34,145), nor more than thirty-four thousand,
one hundred and sixty (34,160), according to the last
preceding Federal Census, the County Auditor shall
not receive more than Three Thousand Dollars
($3,000) per year; that in every county in this State
having a population of not less than forty-six thou-
sand, one hundred and seventy-nine (46,179), nor
more than forty-nine thousand, and twenty (49,020),
according to the last preceding Federal Census, the
compensation of each County Auditor shall be Three
Thousand Dollars ($3,000) per annum; and provid-
ing that in counties having a population of not less
than forty-eight thousand, six hundred (48,600), nor
more than forty-nine thousand (49,000), according to
the last preceding Federal Census, the compensa-
tion of each County Auditor shall be Three Thou-
sand, Six Hundred Dollars ($3,600); such salaries to
be payable in equal monthly installments.

[Acts 1987, 45th Leg., 2nd C.S. p. 1902, ch. 25, § 1]

Art. 1645e-2. Compensation of County Auditors

in Certain Counties

In all counties in this State having a population of
not less than twenty-four thousand, five hundred
(24,500) and not more than twenty-four thousand,
seven hundred (24,700) inhabitants, according to the
last preceding Federal Census, and having an as-
sessed valuation in excess of Twenty Million Dollars
(320,000,000) according to the last preceding ap-
proved tax roll of such counties, the County Auditor
shall receive as compensation for his services a
salary of One Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($150) for
each One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) or major por-
tion thereof on the assessed valuation of said coun-
ty, such annual salary to be computed from the last
approved tax roll, and to be paid in twelve (12)
monthly installments or in the same manner as
other county officers are paid in said counties.

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 544, ch. 339, § 1.]
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Art. 1645e-3. Compensation of County Auditors
in Certain Counties

In all counties with a population of more than
97,000 but not more than 99,000, or more than
111,000 but not more than 121,000, or more than
128,000 but not more than 128,400, according to the
last preceding federal census, the annual salary of
the county auditor shall be in an amount determined
by the district judge or judges having authority to
appoint the county auditor, and shall not exceed the
annual salary of the county judge.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1243, ch. 466, § 1, eff. June 19,
1975. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 563, ch. 237,
§ 17, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1645e-4. Compensation of Auditors in Rusk
and Cameron Counties

The county auditor of Rusk County and the coun-
ty auditor of Cameron County are entitled to com-
pensation as determined by the distriet judge or
judges having jurisdiction in Rusk County and Cam-
eron County, respectively, but the compensation
may not exceed the total compensation the county
judge of the appropriate county receives from all
sources.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1420, ch. 578, § 1, eff. Aug. 29,
1977. Amended by Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4907, ch. 870,
§ 1, eff. June 19, 1983.]

Art. 1645f. Additional Duties of County Auditors
in Counties of 190,000 to 200,000
Population Having City and Coun-
ty Hospital
In counties having more than one hundred and
ninety thousand (190,000) and not more than two
hundred thousand (200,000) inhabitants according to
the last Federal Census where there is a city and
county hospital to care for the city and county
patients, and where a financial record for such
hospital must be kept and reports made to the city
and county, the Auditor shall, in addition to the
regular duties performed by him as required by law,
keep such financial record of such hospital, and
make such report to the executive bodies of the city
and county, the Mayor and City Councilmen for the
city, and the County Judge and County Commission-
ers for the county.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 1798, ch. 24, § 2]

Art. 1645g. Audits and Reports Respecting Cer-
tain Monies by County Auditors in
Counties of 320,000 to 350,000 Pop-

ulation

All County Auditors in counties having a popula-
tion of more than three hundred and twenty thou-
sand (320,000) and less than three hundred and fifty -
thousand (850,000) persons by the last preceding
Federal Census or any future Federal Census are
hereby authorized, empowered and directed to make
a complete audit of any and all monies, property or
funds of whatsoever kind or character received,
expended or disposed of in any manner by the
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Superintendent of Public Instruction, the County
Board of Trustees and/or County Superintendent of
Schools in any such county. A copy of the auditor’s
report shall be filed with the Commissioners Court
and with the County or District Attorney at the end
of each fiscal year.

[Acts 1937, 45th Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 1798, ch. 24, § 3]

Art. 1645h. County Auditor as Purchasing Agent
in Counties of 41,680 to 42,100;
Salary ‘

In all counties having a population according to
the last preceding Federal Census of not less than
forty-one thousand, six hundred and eighty (41,680)
inhabitants and not more than forty-two thousand,
one hundred (42,100) inhabitants, the County Audi-
tor, in addition to the regular duties performed by
him as now required by law, shall act as Purchasing
Agent for the County, and shall receive a salary of
Thirty-seven Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($3750) per
annum, payable in twelve (12) equal monthly install-
ments out of the General Revenues of the county.

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 386, ch. 217, § 1]

Art. 1646. Auditors for Other Counties

When the Commissioners’ Court of a county not
mentioned and enumerated in the preceding Article
shall determine that an Auditor is a public necessity
in the dispatch of the county business, and shall
enter an order upon the minutes of said Court fully
setting out the reason for and necessity of an
Auditor, and shall cause such order to be certified
to the District Judge or District Judges having
jurisdiction in the county, said Judge or Judges
shall, if said reason be considered good and suffi-
cient, appoint a County Auditor as provided in the
preceding Article, who shall qualify and perform all
the duties required of County Auditors by the laws
of this State, and who shall receive as compensation
for his services as County Auditor an annual salary
of not more than the annual total compensation
and/or salary allowed or paid the Assessor and
Collector of Taxes in his county, and not less than
the annual salary allowed such County Auditor un-
der the General Law provided in Article 1645, Re-
vised Civil Statutes, as said Article existed on Janu-
ary 1, 1940, such salary of the County Auditor to be
determined and fixed by the District Judge or Dis-
trict Judges having jurisdiction in the county, a
majority thereof ruling, said annual salary to be
paid monthly out of the general fund of the county.
The action of said District Judge or District Judges
in determining and fixing the salary of the County
Auditor shall be made by order and recorded in the
minutes of the District Court of the county, and the
Clerk thereof shall certify the same for observance
to the Commissioners’ Court which shall cause the
same to be recorded in its minutes; after the salary
of the County Auditor has been fixed by the District
Judge or District Judges, no change in such salary
shall thereafter become effective until the begin-
ning of the next ensuing fiscal year of the county;
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provided, however, any increase in the salary of any
such County Auditor, over and above the annual
salary allowed such County Auditor under the gen-
eral law provided in Article 1645, as said Article
existed on January 1, 1940, shall only be allowed or
permitted with the express consent and approval of
the Commissioners’ Court of the county whose
County Auditor is affected or may be affected by
the provisions of this Act; such consent and approv-
al of such Commissioners’ Court shall be made by
order of such Court and recorded in the minutes of
the Commissioners’ Court of such County. Provid-
ed, said District Judge or District Judges shall have
the power to discontinue the services of a County
Auditor as provided for in this Article at any time
after the expiration of one (1) year from the ap-
pointment, when it is clearly shown that such Audi-
tor is not a public necessity, and his services are not
commensurate with his salary.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
g8;,]ch. 308, § 1; Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 1331, ch. 601,

Art. 1646a. County Auditors

The commissioners’ court of any county under
twenty-five thousand population according to the
last United States census may make an arrange-
ment or agreement with one or more other counties
whereby all counties, parties to the arrangement or
agreement, may jointly employ and compensate a
special auditor or auditors for the purposes speci-
fied in Articles 1645 and 1646. The county commis-
sioners’ court of every county affected by this arti-
cle may have an audit made of all the books of the
county, or any of them, at any time they may desire
whether such arrangements can be made with other
counties or not; provided the district judge or grand
jury may order said audit if either so desires. -

[Acts 1925, 3.B. 84.]

Art. 1646b. Joint Employment of County Audi-
tor in Counties Under 25,000 Popu-
lation

Sec. 1. The Commissioners Court of any county
under twenty-five thousand (25,000) population ac-
cording to the last United States Census may make
an. arrangement or agreement with one or more
other such counties whereby all counties, parties to
the arrangement or agreement, may jointly employ
and compensate an auditor for said counties, respec-
tively.

After such agreement or arrangement has been
entered into by and between the Commissioners
Courts of said counties, and they shall have deter-
mined that an auditor is a public necessity in the
disposition of county business, and shall have en-
tered an order upon the minutes of the Courts to
that effect, they shall cause said orders to be certi-
fied to the District Judge or District Judges having
jurisdiction in the respective counties. Said Judge
or Judges shall, if said orders be considered good
and sufficient, appoint a qualified person who shall
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act as county auditor for each of said counties.
Such auditor shall qualify and perform all of the
duties required of county auditors by the laws of
this State, and in addition to the regular duties
performed by him as required by law, shall act as
purchasing agent for each of said counties.

Such county auditor shall be appointed for a term
of two years from and after such appointment. The
annual salary to be paid such county auditor by
each county, shall be fixed by the District Judge or
District Judges at a sum not in excess of Three
Thousand ($3,000.00) Dollars for each county. Pro-
vided, that where such county auditor serves more
than two counties under such arrangement or
agreement, his total annual compensation shall not
exceed. Seven Thousand Five Hundred ($7,500.00)
Dollars from all of said counties. Such annual
salary shall be paid out of the General Fund of the
counties in twelve equal monthly payments.

The action of the District Judge or District
Judges in making such appointment and in deter-
mining and fixing the salary of the county auditor
shall be made by order entered and recorded in the
minutes of the District Courts of the counties enter-
ing into such arrangement or agreement, and the
District Clerk of said counties shall certify the same
for observance to the Commissioners Courts of said
counties which shall cause the same to be recorded
in their minutes. Provided, said District Judge or
District Judges shall have the power to discontinue
the services of the county auditor at any time after
the expiration of one year from his appointment
when in their opinion such county auditor is no
longer a public necessity and his services are not
commensurate with his salary. In all matters here-
in required to be done by the District Judges a
majority action shall control.

Sec. 2. The provisions of this law shall be
cumulative of all other provisions of the laws per-
taining to county auditors.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 414, ch. 221.]

Art. 1647. Appointment

The district judges having jurisdiction in the coun-
ty, shall appoint the county auditor at a special
meeting held for that purpose, a majority ruling;
provided, that if a majority of such judges fail to
agree upon the selection of some person as auditor,
then either of said judges shall certify such fact to
the Governor, who shall thereupon appoint some
other district judge to act and vote with the afore-
said judges in the selection of such auditor. The
action shall then be recorded in the minutes of the
district court of the county and the clerk thereof
shall certify the same to the commissioners court,
which shall cause the same to be recorded in its
minutes together with an order directing the pay-
ment of the auditor’s salary.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1648. Qualification

Said auditor shall be a citizen of the county of at
least two years residence, and must be a man of
unquestionable good moral character and intelli-
gence, thoroughly competent in public business de-
tails; and he must be a competent accountant of at
least two years experience in auditing and account-
ing. The judges making such appointment must
first carefully investigate and consider the qualifica-
tions of said person. If no such qualified citizen of
the county can be procured, said judges may ap-
point a qualified citizen from another county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1649. Bond and Oath

The Auditor shall within twenty days of his ap-
pointment and before he enters upon the duties of
his office make bond with two or more good and
sufficient personal sureties or a good and sufficient
surety bond in the minimum sum of $5,000 payable
to the District Judge or District Judges conditioned
for the faithful performance of his duties to be
approved by the District Judge or District Judges
having jurisdiction of the county, a majority ruling.
He shall also take the official oath and an additional
one in writing stating that he is in every way
qualified under the provisions and requirements of
this title and giving fully the positions of private or
public trust he has heretofore held and the length of
service under each. He shall further include in his
oath that he will not be personally interested in any
contracts with the county.

[Acis 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1955, 54th Leg. p.
1117, ch. 414, § 2]

Art. 1659, Organization

The County Auditor of any county of this State
may, at any time, with the consent of the District
Judge or District Judges having jurisdiction as here-
inafter provided, appoint a first assistant ‘and other
assistants who shall be authorized to discharge such
duties as may be assigned to them by the County
Auditor and provided for by law. In counties where
only one assistant is appointed, such assistant shall
be authorized to act for the County Auditor during
his absence or unavoidable detention with respect to
such duties as are required by law of the County
Auditor. In counties in which more than one assist-
ant shall be appointed, the County Auditor may
designate the assistant who shall be authorized to
act for him during his absence or unavoidable deten-
tion. Al of said assistants shall take the usual oath
of office for faithful performance of duty and may
be required to give such bond as the County Auditor
may determine, which bond shall be paid for by the
County and shall run in favor of the county and of
the County Auditor as their interest may appear.

The County Auditor shall prepare a list of the
number of deputies sought to be appointed, their
duties; qualifications and experience, and the sala-
ries to be paid each, and shall certify the list to the
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District Judge, or in the event of more than one
District Judge in the county, to the District Judges,
and the District Judge or the District Judges shall
then carefully consider the application for the ap-
pointment of said assistants and may make all nec-
essary inquiries concerning the qualifications of the
persons named, the positions sought to be filled and
the reasonableness of the salaries requested, and if,
after such consideration, the District Judge, or in
the event of more than one District Judge, a majori-
ty of the District Judges shall approve the appoint-
ments sought to be made or any number thereof, he
or they shall prepare a list of the appointees so
approved and the salaries to be paid each and certi-
fy said list to the Commissioners Court of said
county. The Commissioners Court shall thereupon
order the amount paid from the General Fund of
said county upon the performance of the services;
and said Court shall appropriate adequate funds for
the purpose. Temporary assistants as may be need-
ed may be appointed in cases of bona fide emergen-
cies, the number of such temporary assistants, their
salaries and the duration of employment to be rec-
ommended by the County Auditor but to be deter-
mined by the District Judge or by a majority of the
District Judges as the occasion may require; in like
manner the District Judge or a majority of the
District Judges may authorize the appointment of
additional regular assistants when in their judgment
a necessity exists therefor. The County Auditor
shall have the right to discontinue the services of
any assistant employed in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Article, but no assistant shall be
employed except in the manner herein provided.
The District Judge or District Judges giving consent
to the Auditor to appoint an assistant or assistants
shall annually have the right to withdraw such
consent and change the number of assistants per-
mitted.

The County Auditor shall be authorized to provide
himself with all necessary ledgers, books, records,
blanks, stationery, equipment, telephone and post-
age at the county’s expense, but all purchases
thereof shall be made in the manner provided for by
law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p.
763, ch. 333, § 1; Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 1148, ch. 445,
§ 1, eff. June 10, 1963; Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 765, ch.
339, § 1, eff. June 12, 1973.]

Art. 1650a.

The commissioners court may reimburse the coun-
ty auditor for expenses incurred in traveling to and
from the county seat in his personal automobile to
perform his official duties and to attend conferences
and seminars relating to the performance of his
official duties. However, the commissioners court
may not reimburse the auditor for expenses in-
curred in traveling between his personal residence
and county office, or for expenses incurred in any
other travel of a personal nature. The commission-
ers court by order shall fix the rate of reimburse-

Mileage Expenses
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ment at a reasonable rate. Reimbursement shall be
made monthly from the appropriate county funds on
submission of sworn expense reports by the county
auditor.

In all counties having a population of 2,000,000 or

more according to the last preceding or any future
federal census, the commissioners court may reim-
burse the county auditor and his assistants for
expenses incurred in traveling to and from the
county seat in their personal automobiles to per-
form official duties and to attend conferences and
seminars relating to the performance of official
duties. However, the commissioners court may not
reimburse the auditor or his assistants for expenses
incurred in traveling between their personal resi-
dence and county office, or for expenses incurred in
any other travel of a personal nature. The commis-
sioners court by order shall fix the rate of reim-
bursement at a reasonable rate. Reimbursement
shall be made monthly from the appropriate county
funds on submission of sworn expense reports by
the county auditor and his assistants.
[Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 852, ch. 361, § 1, eff. Aug. 28,
1967. Amended by Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1190, ch. 447,
§ 1, eff. June 19, 1975; Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1104, ch.
520, § 1, eff. Aug. 27, 1979; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 563,
ch. 237, § 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1981]

Art. 1651.

The Auditor shall have a general oversight of all
the books and records of all the officers of the
county, district or state, who may be authorized or
required by law to receive or collect any money,
funds, fees, or other property for the use of, or
belonging to, the county; and he shall see to the
strict enforcement of the law governing county
finances.

[Acts 1925, 8.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1959, 56th Leg., p.
539, ch. 241, § 1; Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 194, ch. 103, § 1,
eff. Aug. 27, 1979.]

Art. 1652. Repealed by Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p.
514, ch. 178, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1969

Art. 1653. To Examine Accounts

He shall have continual access to and shall exam-
ine all the books, accounts, reports, vouchers and
other records of any officer, the orders of the
commissioners court, relating to finances of the
county, and all vouchers given by the trustee of all
common school districts of the county and shall
inquire into the correctness of same.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

General Duties

Art. 1654.

All reports of collections of money for the county
required to be made to the commissioners court
shall also be carefully examined and reported on by
him. He shall at least once in each quarter check
the books and examine all the reports of the tax
collector, the treasurer and all other officers, in
detail, verifying the footings and correctness of

To Examine Reports
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same, and shall stamp his approval thereon, or note
any differences, errors or discrepancies. He shall
carefully examine the quarterly report of the trea-
surer, of all the disbursements, together with the
canceled wairants which have been paid, and shall
verify the same with the register of warrants issued
as shown on the books of the auditor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1655. To Count Cash

The auditor, without giving any notice before-
hand, shall examine fully into the condition of, or
inspect and count the cash in the hands of the
county treasurer, or in the bank in which he may
have placed same for safe keeping, not less than
once in each quarter, and oftener if desired, and
shall see that all balances to the credit of the
various funds are actually on hand in cash, and that
none of said funds are invested in any manner,
except as the law may authorize.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art, 1656. To Prescribe Forms and Rules

He shall preseribe and prepare the forms to be
used by all persons in the collection of county
revenues, funds, fees and all other moneys, and the
mode and manner of keeping and stating their ac-
counts, and the time, mode and manner of making
their reports to the auditor; also the mode and
manner of making their annual report of office fees
collected and disbursed, and the amount refunded to
the county in excess of those allowed under the
general fee bill law. He shall have power to adopt
and enforce such regulations not inconsistent with
the constitution and laws, as he may deem essential
to the speedy and proper collection, checking and
accounting of the revenues and other funds and
fees belonging to the county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1656a. County Auditor in Certain Counties
to Prescribe Accounting System;
Deposit of Funds in County Depos-
itory
The County Auditor in counties having a popula-

tion of one hundred ninety thousand (190,000} or

more according to the last preceding or any future

Federal Census shall preseribe the system of ac-

counting for the county and the forms to be used by

the District Clerk, the District Attorney and all
county and precinet officers and by all persons in
the collection and disbursement of county revenues,
funds, fees, and all other moneys collected in an
official capacity whether belonging to the county,
its subdivisions or precincts, or to, or for the use or
benefit of, any person, firm, or corporation; he shall
prescribe the mode and manner in which the District

Clerk, the District Attorney and all county and

precinct officers shall keep their accounts, and he

shall have the power to require all officers to fur-
nish monthly, annual, or other reports under oath of
all moneys, taxes, or fees of every nature received,
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disbursed, or remaining on hand; and in connection
with such reports he shall have the right to count
the cash on hand with such officer, or to verify the
amount on deposit in the bank in which such officer
may have placed the same for safekeeping. He
shall have the power to adopt and enforce such
regulations not inconsistent with the Constitution
and laws as he may deem essential to the speedy
and proper collection and checking of, and acecount-
ing for, the revenues and other funds and fees
belonging to the county or to any person, firm, or
corporation for whom any of said officers may have
made collections, or for whose use or benefit they
may have received or may hold such funds. All of
the fees, commissions, funds, and moneys herein
referred to shall be turned over to the County
Treasurer by such officer as collected, and such
money shall be deposited in the county depository in
a special fund to the credit of such officer and draw
interest for the benefit of the county, which funds,
when so deposited in such depository, shall be se-
cured by the bond of such depository. Thereafter
the officer may draw checks on the County Treasur-
er to disburse said funds in the payment of salaries
and expenses authorized by law or in payment to
the county or to the persons, firms, or corporations
to whom said funds may belong. The Treasurer
and the depository shall make no payment unless
such check is countersigned by the County Auditor.
The deposit of funds in the County Treasury shall
not in any wise change the ownership of any fund
so deposited except to indemnify said officer and his
bondsmen or other owners of such funds for such
funds during the period of deposit with the county.
At the close of any fiscal year or accounting period
now or hereafter fixed by law, the County Auditor
shall audit, adjust, and settle the accounts of such
officer. In the event the County Auditor shall be
unable to obtain proper reports or an adequate
accounting from any District Attorney, District
Clerk, county or precinet officer as herein provided,
either during or after his term of office, the County
Auditor/shall have authority to enforce an account-
ing thereof, and to take such steps at the expense of
the county as are necessary in his judgment to
protect the interests of the county or of the persons,
firms, or corporations entitled to such funds.

[Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 217, ch. 98. Amended by Acts
1935, 44th Leg., p. 330, ch. 122, § 1]

Art. 1656b. Reports to County Auditor by Coun-
ty and Distriet Clerks as to Trust

Funds; Countersigning Checks
In all counties having a population of one hundred
ninety thousand (190,000) or more, according to the
last preceding or any future Federal Census, and in
which the Commissioners Court may have provided,
or shall hereafter provide, for a depository for the
trust funds of the County Clerk and of the District
Clerk, said officers shall each make to the County
Auditor in such form as he may preseribe such
monthly or other reports under oath as he may
require to reflect properly all trust funds received
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and disbursed by such officer, including all moneys
remaining on hand at the time of such report. All
checks issued for the disbursement of said funds
shall be issued in accordance with the laws provid-
ing for trust fund depositories and such checks shall
be submitted to the County Auditor for his counter-
signature prior to delivery or payment, and said
County Auditor shall countersign said checks only
upon written evidence of the order of the Judge of
the Court in which said funds have been deposited,
authorizing the disbursement of such funds.

[Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 217, ch. 98.]

Art. 1656¢. State Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts to Prescribe Uniform Sys-

tem of Accounts

Sec. 1. The State Comptroller of Public Ac-
counts shall prescribe and prepare the forms to be
used by all county officials in the collection of
county revenues, funds, fees, and other moneys,
and in the disbursement of all funds, and shall
prescribe the mode and manner of keeping and
stating their accounts, which forms shall be so
prepared, as in the judgment of the Comptroller will
meet the needs of counties of different sizes in the
State.

Sec. 2. In order that a modern and uniform sys-
tem of accounts, properly suited to the needs of the
counties in keeping their financial records may be
prescribed, the Comptroller is hereby authorized
and directed to make a survey and study of the
financial records, reports, books and forms now in
use by the counties of this State and to make such
revisions and prescribe such forms as he may deem
necessary.

[Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 183, ch. 66.]

Art. 1657. Deposits

Sec. 1. Except as provided in Section 2 of this
article, all deposits that are made in the county
treasury shall be upon a deposit warrant issued by
the county clerk in triplicate; said warrants shall
authorize the treasurer to receive the amount
named, for what purpose, and to which fund the
same shall be applied. The treasurer shall retain
the original; and the duplicate shall be signed and
returned to the county clerk for the county auditor
and the triplicate signed and returned to the deposi-
tor. The auditor shall then enter same upon his
books, charging the amounts to the county treasur-
er and crediting the party depositing same. The
treasurer shall not, under any circumstances, re-
ceive any money in any-other manner than that
named herein.

Sec. 2. The commissioners court of a county
may adopt an order relieving the county clerk of all
duties prescribed in Section 1 of this article. If an
order of that type is adopted, the county treasurer
shall receive all deposits that are made in the coun-
ty treasury. The county treasurer shall prepare a
triplicate receipt for all moneys received, retain one
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copy of the receipt, and transmit the original to the
county auditor and a copy to the depositor. The
county auditor shall prescribe for the county trea-
surer a system for receiving and depositing all
moneys received which is not inconsistent with this
section.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p.
220, ch. 99, § 1, eff. Aug. 27, 1973.]

Art. 1657a. Relieving Clerk of Certain Duties
Prescribed by Article 1657 in

Counties of over 2,000,000

In counties containing a population in excess of

2,000,000 inhabitants according to the last preceding
federal census, the county clerk is relieved of all
duties prescribed by Article 1657, Revised Civil Stat-
utes of the State of Texas, 1925. The county trea-
surer shall prepare a triplicate receipt for all mon-
eys received, retain one copy of the receipt, and
transmit the original and duplicate to the county
auditor and the depositor, respectively. The county
auditor shall prescribe for the county treasurer a
system for receiving and depositing all moneys re-
ceived; provided that such system shall not be
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act.
[Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 540, ch. 235, § 1, eff. Aug. 28,
1967. Amended by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1846, ch. 542,
§ 115, eff. Sept. 1, 1971; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 564, ch.
237, § 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1658. Bids for Supplies

Bids shall be asked for all supplies of stationery,
books, blanks, records, and other supplies for the
various officers for which the county is required to
pay, and the purchase made from the lowest bidder,
after filing said bid with the auditor for record.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1659. Bids for Material

Supplies of every kind, road and bridge material,
or any other material, for the use of said county, or
any of its officers, departments, or institutions must
be purchased on competitive bids, the contract to be
awarded to the party who, in the judgment of the
commissioners court, has submitted the lowest and
best bid. The county auditor shall advertise the
bidding at least once a week for two consecutive
weeks in at least one newspaper published and
circulated in the county. The advertisements shall
state where the specifications are to be found, and
shall give the time and place for receiving the bids.
Publication of the first advertisement shall precede
the last day for receiving bids by at least 14 days.
All such competitive bids shall be kept on file by the
county auditor as a part of the records of his office,
and shall be subject to inspection by any one desir-
ing to see them. Copies of all bids received shall be
furnished by the county auditor to the county judge
and to the commissioners court; and when the bids
received are not satisfactory to the said judge or
county commissioners, the auditor shall reject said
bids and readvertise for new bids. In cases of
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emergency, purchases not in excess of $1,000 may
be made upon requisition to be approved by the
commissioners court without advertising for com-
petitive bids.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84, Amended by Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p.
115, ch. 66, § 1; Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 944, ch. 458, § 1,
eff. Aug. 30, 1965; Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 831, ch. 161,
§ 1, eff. Aug. 29, 1977; Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1437, ch.
582, § 1, eff. Aug. 29, 19717.]

Art. 1659a. Counties of 900,000 or More; Bids
for Supplies or Materials; Adver-

tisement; Filing

In all counties having a population of nine hun-
dred thousand (900,000) or more, according to the
last preceding or any future Federal Census, sup-
plies of every kind, road and bridge material, or any
other material, for the use of said county, or any of
its officers, departments, or institutions must be
purchased on competitive bids, the contract to be
awarded to the party who, in the judgment of the
Commissioners Court, has submitted the lowest and
best bid. Where the total expenditure for any such
purchase or any such contract shall exceed Two
Thousand Dollars ($2,000), advertisements for bids
for such supplies and material, according to specifi-
cations giving in detail what is needed, shall be
made by the county purchasing agent once each
week for two (2) successive weeks in a daily news-
paper published and circulated in the county. Such
advertisements shall state where the specifications
are to be found, and shall state the time and place
for receiving such bids. All bids shall be publicly
opened on the day and time appointed. A copy of
such competitive bids shall be kept on file after
opening by the county auditor as a part of the
records of his office, and shall be subject to inspee-
tion by anyone desiring to see them.. All bids
received shall be furnished by the county purchas-
ing agent to the Commissioners Court; and when
the bids received are not satisfactory to the Com-
missioners Court, the Commissioners Court shall
reject that bid or bids and readvertise for new bids.

In the event of an emergency which precludes the
obtaining of bids in accordance with the foregoing
provisions, or in the case of a public calamity, where
it becomes necessary to appropriate supplies or
other materials to preserve the property of the
county, or to relieve the necessity of its citizens, the
Commissioners Court may by order specifically set-
ting forth the nature of the emergency or public
calamity permit the purchase of supplies, road and
bridge materials, or any other materials without
first taking bids in the manner described above.

All bids taken pursuant to the provisions of this
article which shall exceed the amount of Two Thou-
sand Dollars ($2,000) may be secured by a certified
check, cashiers check, or a bid bond, in the amount
of 5 percent of the amount of the bid, payable to the
county and conditioned in the case of a bid bond
that the successful bidder will supply the materials
or supplies described in the bid. In addition, if so
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described in the specifications to which the bid is
directed, a bidder shall condition the bid bond which
shall be required in the specifications upon the
further condition that the successful bidder will
enter into a performance bond for the supplying of
the supplies, road and bridge materials, or any other
materials, if awarded the contract for which the bid
is submitted. The bond, if one is required by the
Commissioners Court, shall be in a sum equal to the
amount of money to be paid by the county under the
contract and shall be executed by a surety company
authorized to do business in Texas and having an
agent within the county, and having a capital stoek
of $100,000 or more. All bonds which may be
tendered hereunder shall be filed with the office of
the County Clerk. .
[Acts 1959, 56th Leg., p. 187, ch. 105, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1120, ch. 420, § 1, eff. June 19,
1975; Aects 1981, 67th Leg., p. 564, ch. 237, § 20, eff. Sept.
1, 1981.]

Art. 1659b. Counties of 800,000 to 900,009; Bids
for Supplies or Materials; Adver-
tising; Filing

In all counties having a population of not less
than 800,000 nor more than 900,000, according to
the last preceding federal census, and having an
assessed valuation of $800,000,000 or more, supplies
of every kind, road and bridge material, or any
other material, for the use of said county, or any of
its officers, departments, or institutions must be
purchased on competitive bids, the contract to be
awarded to the party who, in the judgment of the
commissioners court, has submitted the lowest and
best bid. Where the total expenditure for any such
purchase or any such contract shall exceed $1,000,
advertisements for bids for such supplies and mate-
rial, according to purchasing specifications giving in
detail what is needed, shall be made by the purchas-
ing agent, if the county has no purchasing agent
then by the county auditor, once each week for two
successive weeks in a daily newspaper published
and circulated in the county. Such advertisements
shall state where the specifications are to be found,
and shall give the time and place for receiving such
bids. Where the amount to be expended shall be
$1,000, or less, it shall not be necessary to advertise
for bids, but sealed bids shall be asked from as
many as three persons, firms, or corporations, or as
many more as shall offer to bid, based on written
specifications filed with the purchasing agent or
auditor as the case may be, at least 48 hours before
the time of opening said sealed bids. All such
competitive bids shall be kept on file by the purchas-
ing agent or auditor, as the case may be, as a part
of the records of his office, and shall be subject to
inspection by anyone desiring to see them. Copies
of all bids received shall be furnished by the pur-
chasing agent or auditor to the commissioners
court; and when the bids received are not satisfac-
tory to the commissioners -court, the purchasing
agent or auditor shall reject said bids and readver-
tise for new bids, where the amount to be expended
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exceeds $1,000, or ask for new bids, where the
amount to be expended shall be $1,000 or less. In
cases of emergency, purchases or contracts not in
excess of $1,000 may be made upon requisition to be
approved by the commissioners court, without ad-
vertising for competitive bids or asking for competi-
tive bids.

{Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p. 70, ch. 28, § 1, emerg. eff. March
26, 1969. Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 614, ch.
261 § 1, eff. June 11, 1973; Acts 1981 67th Leg., p. 565,
ch. 237 § 21, eff. Sept 1, 1981.]

Art. 1660. Approval of Claims

All claims, bills and accounts against the county
must be filed in ample time for the auditor to
examine and approve same before the meetings of
the commissioners court. No claim, bill or account
shall be allowed or paid until it has been examined
and approved by the county auditor. The auditor
shall examine the same and stamp his approval
thereon. If he deems it necessary, all such ac-
counts, bill, or claims must be verified by affidavit
touching the correctness of the same. The auditor
is hereby authorized to administer oaths for the
purposes of this law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1661. Requisites of Approval

Sec. 1. He shall not audit or approve any such
claim unless it has been contracted as provided by
law, nor any account for the purchase of supplies or
materials for the use of said-county or any of its
officers, unless, in addition to other requirements of
law, there is attached thereto a requisition signed
by the officer ordering same and approved by the
county judge. Said requlSltxon must be made out
and signed and approved in triplicate by the said
officers, the triplicate to remain with the officer
desiring the purchase, the duplicate to be filed with
the county auditor, and the original to be delivered
to the party from whom said purchase is to be made
before any purchase shall be made. All warrants
on the county treasurer, except warrants for jury
service, must be countersigned by the county audi-
tor.

Sec. 2. The county judge of a county having an
auditor may waive by his own written order the
approval of the county judge on requisitions. The
order shall be recorded in the minutes of the Com-
missioners Court. If the county judge’s approval is
waived, all claims must be approved by the Commis-
gioners Court in open court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p.
357, ch. 155, § 1, eff. May 23, 1973.]

Art. 1662. Register of Warrants

He shall keep a register of all warrants issued by
the judges or the district or county clerks on the
county treasurer, and their dates of payment by the
treasurer. Such clerks or judges shall daily furnish
the auditor an itemized report specifying the war-
rants that have been issued, their numbers, their
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several amounts, the names of the persons to whom
payable, and for what purpose, on forms prepared
by the auditor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1663. Accounts with Officers

He shall keep an account with each person named
in the preceding articles and in doing so he shall
relieve the county clerk of keeping the finance
ledger. His books shall show the detailed items of
the indebtedness against all of said officers and the
manner of discharging same. He shall require all
persons who shall have received any moneys belong-
ing to the county, or having the disposition or
management of any property of the county to ren-
der statements to him.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1663a. Penalty

A county official or other person from whom the
county auditor is entitled to receive reports, state-
ments, or other information under the provisions of
Subdivision 2 of this Title who willfully refuses to
comply with any reasonable request of the county
auditor concerning those reports, statements, or
other information is guilty of a misdemeanor and
upon conviction is punishable by a fine of not less
than $25 nor more than $200, removal from office,
or both a fine and removal from office.

[Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1766, ch. 668, § 1, eff. Aug. 28,
1967.]

Art. 1663b.: Private Business Operation on Pub-
lic Property; Records and Reports
of Receipts and Disbursements

Sec. 1. No county official, his agents, servants,
deputies, or employees shall operate a private busi-
ness on public property unless he shall:

(2) keep an accurate and detailed record of all
monies received and disbursed by him; and

(b) file with the county auditor, or the auditing
authority of the county, a report covering all of said
receipts and disbursements during the immediately
preceding calendar year on or before January 1 of
each year; and

(c) make available to the county auditor all
records of said receipts and disbursements,

provided however that this Act shall not apply to
compensation received by justices of the peace and
official court reporters for performance of an act
not required by law of such official.

Sec. 2. Any and all monies received and re-
quired to be reported under Section 1 of this Act
together with any interest thereon which has been
paid by any financial institution as a result of the
deposit of said funds over and above any disburse-
ments required to be reported under Section 1 of
this Act shall be delivered to the county treasurer at
the time of filing said report or at such other
regular intervals throughout the year as may be



Art. 1663b

prescribed by the county auditor or auditing author-
ity of the county, provided, however, that this sec-
tion shall not be applicable to any person, firm or
corporation operating or doing business under or by
virtue of any written contract with the county.

Sec. 3. If any county official covered by Section
1 of this Act has not complied with Sections 1 and 2
of this Act by February 1 of each year the county
auditor shall notify the county or district attorney.
The county or district attorney shall, or any quali-
fied voter of the.county may, file in the district
court of the county a petition for a writ of manda-
mus to compel compliance with Sections 1 and 2 of
this Act.

Sec. 4, In addition to the remedies provided in
Section 3 of this Act, any county official, his agents,
servants, deputies, or employees, failing to comply
with any provision of Section 1 or 2 of this Act or
falsifying any records or reports required in Section
1 or 2 of this Act shall be guilty of official miscon-
duct and subject to removal under Title 100, Revised
Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925 as amended.!

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2438, ch. 780, eff. Aug. 30, 1971.]
1 Article 5961 et seq.

Art. 1664. General Accounts

He shall keep a general set of books showing all
the transactions of the county relating to accounts,
contracts, indebtedness of the county, and its re-
ceipts and disbursements of all kinds, and shall
make tabulated reports of said funds and accounts
for each regular meeting of the commissioners
court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1665. Reports to Commissioners

The County Auditor shall make monthly and an-
nual reports to the Commissioners Court and Dis-
trict Judge or District Judges of his county setting
forth all the facts of interest and showing the
aggregate amounts received and dishursed out of
each fund, the condition of each account on the
books, the amounts of county, district and school
funds on deposit in the County Depository, showing
further the amount of bonded and other indebted-
ness of the county, together with such other infor-
mation and suggestions as he may deem proper or
that said Commissioners Court or District Judge or
District Judges may require. Said annual report
shall be made to include all transactions during the
year ending December 31st of each year and shall
be completed and filed at a regular or special term
of the Commissioners Court in the following April
and copies of such reports shall be filed with the
District Judge or District Judges of said county.
Each time an annual audit is delivered to the Com-
missioners Court and the District Judge or District
Judges, as the case may be, the County Auditor
shall send a report to the bonding company of each
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district, county or precinct officer showing the con-
dition of that particular office.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p.
318, ch. 149; Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 1117, ch. 414, § 3.]

Art. 1666. Budget

He shall prepare an estimate of all the revenues
and expenses, and annually submit it to the commis-
sioners court, which court shall carefully make a
budget of all appropriations to be set aside for the
various expenses of the county government in each
branch and department. He shall open an account
with each appropriation in said budget, and all war-
rants drawn against same shall be entered to said
account. He shall carefully keep an oversight of
same to see that the expenses of any department do
not exceed said budget appropriations, and keep
said court advised of the condition of said appropria-
tion accounts from time to time.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1666a. Budget; Counties Over 225,000

(a) The County Auditor in all counties having a
population in excess of two hundred and twenty-five
thousand (225,000) as shown by the last preceding
or any future United States Census shall serve as
the budget officer for the Commissioners Courts in
each county, and on or immediately after January
1st of each year he shall prepare a budget to cover
all proposed expenditures of the county government
for the current fiscal and calendar year. Such
budget shall be carefully itemized so as to make
possible as clear a comparison as practicable be-
tween expenditures included in the proposed budget
and actual expenditures for the same or similar
purposes for the preceding year. The budget shall
be so prepared as to show with reasonable accuracy
each of the various projects for which appropria-
tions are set up in the budget, and the estimated
amount of money carried in the budget for each of
such projects. The budget shall contain a complete
finanecial statement of the county, showing all out-
standing obligations of the county, the cash on hand
to the credit of every and each fund of the county
government, the funds received from all sources
during the previous year, the funds and revenue
estimated by the Auditor to be received from all
sources during the previous year, the funds and
revenue estimated by the Auditor to be received
from all sources during the ensuing year, together
with a statement of all accounts and contracts on
which sums are due to or by the county as of
December 31st of the year preceding, except taxes
and court costs. Until a budget has been adopted
by the Commissioners Court no payments shall be.
made during the current year except for emergen-
cies and for obligations legally incurred prior to
January 1st of such year for salaries, utilities, mate-
rials, and supplies. A copy of the budget shall be
filed with the Clerk of the County Court, and it shall
be available for inspection by the taxpayer.
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(b) The Commissioners Court in each county shall
provide for a public hearing on the county budget,
which hearing shall take place on some date to be
named by the Commissioners Court within seven (7)
calendar days after the filing of the budget and
prior to January 31st of the current year. Public
notice shall be given that on the date of said hear-
ing the budget as prepared by the County Auditor
will be considered by the Commissioners Court.
Said notice shall name the hour, the date; and the
place the hearing shall be conducted, and shall be
published once in a newspaper of general circulation
in said county. Any taxpayer of such county shall
have the right to be present and participate in said
hearing. At the conclusion of the hearing, the
budget as prepared by the County Auditor shall be
acted upon by the Commissioners Court. The Court
shall have authority to make such changes in the
budget as in its judgment the facts and the law
warrant and the interest of the taxpayers demand,
provided the amounts budgeted for current expendi-
tures from the various funds of the county shall not
exceed the balances in said funds as of January 1st
plus the anticipated revenue for the current year for
which the budget is made, as estimated by the
County Auditor. Upon final approval of the budget
by the Commissioners Court, a copy of such budget
as approved shall be filed with the County Auditor,
the Clerk of the Court, and the State Auditor, and
no expenditures of the funds of the county shall
thereafter be made except in strict compliance with
said budget. Said Court may upon proper applica-
tion transfer an existing budget surplus during the
year to a budget of like kind and fund, but no such
transfer shall increase the total of the budget.

(¢) In like manner when any bond issue of the
county is submitted at an election or anticipation
warrants are to be issued against future revenues
and a tax levied for said warrants a budget of
proposed expenditures shall be adopted and upon
the receipt of the proceeds of the sale of any bonds
or warrants expenditures shall be made therefrom
in the manner hereinafter provided for expenditures
for general purposes. ‘

(d) The County Auditor shall certify to the Com-
missioners Court receipt of all public or private
grant or aid money available for disbursement but
not included in the current budget. On certifica-
tion, the Commissioners Court shall adopt a special
budget for the limited purpose of expending the
grant or aid money for its intended purpose.

(e) Upon the adoption of any general or special
budget as hereinbefore provided and its certifica-
tion, the County Auditor of each county thereupon
shall open an appropriation account for each main
budgeted or special item therein and it shall be his
duty to charge all purchase orders or requisitions,
contracts, and salary and labor allowances to said
appropriations. Requisitions issued or contracts en-
tered into conformably to the laws of the State of
Texas by proper authority for work, labor, services,
or materials and supplies shall nevertheless not
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become effective and binding unless and until there
has been issued in connection with such item the
certificate of said County Auditor that ample budg-
et provision has been made in the budget therefor
and funds are, or will be, on hand to pay the
obligation of the county or officer when due. The
amount set aside in any budget for any purchase
order or requisition, contract, special purpose, or
salary and labor account shall not be available for
allocation for any other purpose unless an unex-
pended balance remains in the account after full
discharge of the obligation or unless the requisition,
contract, or allocation has been cancelled in writing
by the Commissioners Court or county officer for a
valid reason.

(f) The County Auditor shall make to the Com-
missioners Court not less than monthly a complete
report showing the finanecial condition of the county.
Said report shall be in such form as may be pre-
seribed by said County Auditor and shall set forth
all facts of interest concerning the financial condi-
tion of the county and shall contain a consolidated
balance sheet. The report shall contain a complete
statement of the balances on hand at the beginning
and close of the month and the aggregate receipts
to and aggregate disbursements from each fund,
the transfers to and from each fund, the bonded and
warrant indebtedness with the rates of interest due
thereon, a summarized budget statement showing
for each officer, department, or institution budgeted
the expenses paid from the budget during the
month and for the period of the fiscal year inclusive
of the month for which said report is made, also the
encumbrances against said budgets, and the
amounts available for further expenditures, togeth-
er with such other information as such officer may
deem necessary to reflect the true condition of the
finances of such county or the Commissioners Court
thereof may require. The County Auditor shall
publish once in a daily newspaper published in said
county a condensed copy of said report showing the
condition of funds and budgets together with such
recommendations as he may deem desirable.

(g) In the preparation of the budget, the County
Auditor shall have authority to require of any dis-
trict, county, or precinct officer of the county such
information as may be necessary to properly pre-
pare the budget.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 144, § 1. Amended by Acts 1945,
49th Leg., p. 93, ch. 65, § 1; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4986,
ch. 892, § 1, eff. June 19, 1983.]

Repeal of Conflicting Laws

Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1278, ch. 500,
classified as art. 1666b, and providing for
a budget officer in certain counties over
1,200,000, provides in § 12 that to the
extent that any provisions of the Act con-
Sflict with provisions in this article, such
provisions in this article are repealed to
the extent of the conflict.
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Art. 1666b. Budget Officers in Certain Counties
Over 1,200,000

Authorization to Appoint

Sec. 1. In the preparation of the county budget,
the commissioners court in counties having a popu-
lation in excess of 1,200,000, as shown by the last
preceding United States Census, may appoint a
budget officer to prepare a county budget for the
current fiscal and calendar year.

Abolition of Office

Sec. 2. A county which has established an office
of county budget officer may abolish such office
only by formal action of the commissioners court
taken after February 1 and before June 1, at which
time the county auditor shall assume all lawful
responsibilities as the chief budget officer of the
county.

Preparation of Budget

Sec. 3. Such budget shall be carefully itemized
so as to make possible as clear a comparison as
practicable between expenditures included in the
proposed budget and actual expenditures for the
same or similar purposes for the preceding year.
The budget shall be so prepared as to show with
reasonable accuracy each of the various projects for
which appropriations are set up in the budget and
the estimated amount of money carried in the budg-
et for each of such projects.

Contents of Budget

Sec. 4. The county budget officer shall obtain
from the county auditor the necessary information
so that the budget will contain a complete financial
statement of the county showing all outstanding
obligations of the county, the cash on hand to the
credit of every and each fund of the county govern-
ment, the funds received from all sources during
the previous year, the funds and revenue estimated
by the auditor to be received from all sources dur-
ing the previous year, the funds and revenue esti-
mated by the auditor to be received from all sources
during the ensuing year, together with a statement
of all accounts and contracts on which sums are due
to or by the county as of December 31 of the year
preceding, except taxes and court costs.

Limitation on Payments; Budget Available for
Public Inspection

Sec. 5. Until a budget has been adopted by the
commissioners court, no payments shall be made
during the current year except for emergencies and
for obligations legally incurred prior to January 1 of
such year for salaries, utilities, materials, and sup-
plies. A copy of the budget shall be filed with the
clerk of the county court and the county auditor,
and it shall be available for inspection to the public.
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Public Hearings; Changes in Budget

Sec. 6. The commissioners court in each county
shall provide for a public hearing on the county
budget, which hearing shall take place on some date
to be named by the commissioners court within
seven calendar days after the filing of the budget
and prior to January 31 of the current year. Public
notice shall be given that on the date of said hear-
ing the budget as prepared by the county budget
officer will be considered by the commissioners
court. Said notice shall name the hour, the date,
and the place the hearing shall be conducted and
shall be published once in a newspaper of general
circulation in said county. Any taxpayer of such
county shall have the right to be present and partici-
pate in said hearing. At the conclusion of the
hearing, the budget as prepared by the county
budget officer shall be acted upon by the commis-
sioners court. The court shall have authority to
make such changes in the budget as in its judgment
the facts and the law warrant and the interest of
the taxpayers demand, provided the amounts budg-
eted for current expenditures from the various
funds of the county shall not exceed the balances in
said funds as of January 1, plus the anticipated
revenue for the current year for which the budget is
made as estimated by the county auditor.

Filing of Budget Upon Final Approval

Sec. 7. Upon final approval of the budget by the
commissioners court, a copy of such budget as
approved shall be filed with the county auditor, the
clerk of the court, and the state auditor, and no
expenditures of the funds of the county shall there-
after be made except in strict compliance with said
budget. Said court may upon proper application
transfer an existing budget surplus during the year
to a budget of like kind and fund, but no such
transfer shall increase the total of the budget.

Obtaining Necessary Information

See. 8. In the preparation and/or monitoring of
the budget, the county budget officer shall have
authority to require of the county auditor or any
district, county, or precinct officer of the county
such information as may be necessary to properly
prepare and/or monitor the budget.

Assistance to Commissioners Court

Sec. 9. The county budget officer may also as-
sist the commissioners court in the performance of
their duties with regard to the efficiency and effec-
tiveness of county operations.

Employment of Personnel

See. 10. The commissioners court of counties
covered by this Act are hereby authorized to ap-
point and employ such other persons they deem
necessary to assist the county budget officer in the
performance of his duties.
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County Auditor to Retain Certain Duties

Sec. 11.  All duties heretofore conferred upon
county auditors by Chapter 1, page 144, General
Laws, Acts of the 46th Legislature, 1939, as amend-
ed (Article 1666a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes),
not expressly conferred upon the county budget
officer by this Act shall continue to be the duties of
the county auditor and shall be performed by the
county auditor.

Conflicting Provisions Repealed

Sec. 12. To the extent that any provisions of this
Act conflict with provisions in Chapter 1, page 144,
General Laws, Acts of the 46th Legislature, 1939,
as amended (Article 1666a, Vernon’s Texas Civil
Statutes), concerning the preparation of the county
budget, such provisions in Article 1666a, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes, are repealed to the extent of
the conflict.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1278, ch. 500, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.
Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 22, ch. 17, § 1, eff.
March 24, 1981.]

Art. 1667.

In all counties which have or may have a County
Auditor and containing a population of one hundred
ten thousand (110,000) or more, as shown by the
preceding Federal Census, and in all counties hav-
ing a population of not less than thirty-eight thou-
sand (38,000) nor more than thirty-eight thousand
three hundred fifty (38,350), according to the last
Federal Census, and in which counties there exists
or in which there may be created any improvement,
navigation, drainage, or road or irrigation district,
or any other character of district having for its
purpose the expenditure of public funds for im-
provement purposes, or for improvements of any
kind whether derived from the issuance of bonds or
through any character of special assessment, the
County Auditor shall exercise such control over the
finances of said district as hereinafter provided.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1931, 42nd Leg.,
2nd C.S., p. 62, ch. 38; Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 364, ch.
140; Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 610, § 1; Acts
1941, 47th Leg., p. 841, ch. 516, § 1.]

Improvement District Finances

Art. 1668.

All purchases for supplies and materials, and all
contracts for labor on behalf of any such districts
shall be made in accordance with the law governing
such districts, provided, that the commissioners or
other governing body be authorized, without the
taking of bids in cases of emergency to make pur-
chases or contracts not to exceed the sum of fifty
dollars, upon requisition signed by at least two
members of the governing body of such district. A
requisition shall be issued therefor, executed in
triplicate, one copy to be delivered to the person or
corporation from whom the purchase is made, one
to be delivered to the county auditor, and one to

Improvement Districts: Supplies
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remain on file with the governing body of such
district before any purchase shall be made.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1669.

All bills for supplies, materials, labor, work or
anything necessary to the carrying out of the pur-
poses of any such district shall be contracted in
accordance with the law creating and governing
such district, except as may be otherwise provided
herein. The proper officers of said districts shall
file all bills with the county auditor before payment,
and he shall audit and approve the same, provided
said bills have been contracted in accordance with
law and are found by him to be correct, and no bill
shall be paid until the same has been audited and
approved by the county auditor as provided by this
article. All warrants in payment of bills of any
such districts shall be drawn and signed in accord-
ance with the law governing the issuance of war-
rants of such district, and shall be countersigned by
the county auditor, and no treasurer or other depos-
itory of any such districts shall pay out any money
except upon warrants so duly countersigned. He
shall countersign warrants for the investment of
funds only when invested in the manner authorized
by law. He shall keep an accurate account of all
balances on hand in the various district funds.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1670.

Improvement Districts: Expenditures

Improvement Districts: Forms; Regu-
lation of Collections and Disburse-
ments

The county auditor, in counties having a popula-
tion of 330,000 or more, as shown by the last
preceding Federal Census, or which may hereafter
have such population, shall be required to prescribe
the accounting system for all navigation, drainage,
and other improvement districts in such county and
to revise such systems from time to time when he
shall deem it necessary. He shall prescribe the
forms to be used by the officers and employees of
such districts in the payment of all bills, the collec-
tion and disbursement of moneys, the keeping of
accounts, and he shall prescribe the time, mode, and
manner of making reports to the auditor of collec-
tions, disbursements, and statistics. The county
auditor shall have the power to adopt such regula-
tions not inconsistent with the Constitution and
Laws of this State as he may deem essential to the
speedy and proper collection of, and accounting for,
the revenues of such districts and the checking of
their disbursements. " He shall make monthly and
annual reports similar in all respects to those re-
quired of him concerning county finances.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p.
544, ch. 175, § 1.]

Art. 1671. Improvement Districts: Reports
The county auditor shall check all reports re-

quired by law to be filed by any district officer, and

within thirty days after the filing thereof shall
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make a detailed report to the commissioners court
showing his finding thereon and the condition of
such district as shown by said report, and as shown
by the records of his office. He shall keep a set of
books, showing all receipts and expenditures of the
funds of such districts. It shall not be lawful for
the treasurer or other depository to receive money
for said district without executing proper receipts
upon forms to be provided by the county auditor.
All books, accounts, records, bills and warrants in
the possession of any officer of any such district, or
in the possession of any other person legally
charged with their custody, shall at all times be
subject to the inspection of the county auditor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1672. Improvement Districts: CompensaQ
tion

The county auditor shall receive for his services
in auditing the affairs of such districts, such com-
pensation as the commissioners court may pre-
scribe, which shall be paid by the county out of the
general fund and repaid to the county by such
districts by warrants drawn upon the proper funds
of such district. In such counties which have or
may have as many as five such districts, the com-
pensation allowed the county auditor for his servie-
es on behalf of such districts shall be not less than
the sum of twelve hundred dollars per annum, to be
prorated among the districts in such proportion as
the commissioners court may determine.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1673.  Pay of Assistants

In all counties having a population of 330,000 or
more, as shown by the preceding Federal Census,
the county auditor is authorized to apply to the
district judges of his county for such assistants as
may be needed by him to enable him to properly
keep the financial accounts of such districts, and to
audit their receipts and disbursements, and to make
such reports as are required by law, or as may be
necessary. Said application shall be made under
oath, stating the necessity for such assistants and
the salaries authorized. The district judges shall
hear such application and designate the number of
assistants to be allowed and their rates of pay.
Such assistants shall take the usual oath of office
and shall be paid from the funds of the navigation
district or from the funds of the other improvement
districts, as may be designated in the order of the
district judges allowing such assistants.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p.
544, ch. 175, § 2.]

Art. 1674. Provisions Controlling

The provisions of this subdivision are cumulative,
and, where conflicting with any existing law, the
provisions of this subdivision shall control.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1675. County Clerk’s Duties

Where the provisions of this subdivision impose
upon the auditor like duties as are required of the
county clerk, the provisions of this law shall prevail,
and to such extent only is the county clerk relieved
of his duties.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1676. Removal of Auditor

An auditor appointed under the provisions of law,
who has been sufficiently proven guilty of official
misconduct, or has proven to be incompetent to
faithfully discharge the duties required of him, af-
ter due investigation by the same power which
appointed him, may be removed, and his successor
appointed.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1676a. Auditors in Certain
Duties, Powers, Reports

Counties:

Sec. 1. In all counties having a County Auditor
and containing a population of not less than seven-
ty-five thousand (75,000), and not more than eighty
thousand (80,000), as shown by the last preceding
Federal Census, and in which there are Navigation
Districts, Water Improvement Districts and Water
Control and Improvement Districts, the County Au-
ditor shall not exercise control over the finances and
affairs of such Navigation Districts, Water Im-
provement Districts, and Water Control and Im-
provement Districts (or other districts created for
improvement or conservation purposes, which are
not administered by the Commissioners Court of
such counties), but he shall annually, between July
1st and October 1st, carefully audit all books, ac-
counts, records, bills and warrants of any such
District for the year ending the 30th of June preced-
ing, and file his report of such audit with the
County Clerk of such county.

Sec. 2. The officers and directors of each such
District shall, on or before the 10th of each month,
make and file with the County Auditor a report in
writing, authenticated by such officers and di-
rectors, showing the total amount of moneys collect-
ed for and expended from the various funds of such
District for the calendar month next preceding.

Sec. 8. The method of audit hereby provided for
Navigation Districts, Water Improvement Districts,
Water Control and Improvement Districts, and all
other Districts created for improvement and conser-
vation purposes in counties containing a population
of not less than seventy-five thousand (75,000), nor
more than eighty thousand (80,000), as shown by
the last preceding Federal Census, and not directly
administered by the Commissioners Court of such
counties, shall supersede all other provisions for
auditing the receipts and expenditures of such dis-
tricts otherwise prescribed by law, and all laws and
parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby re-
pealed.
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Sec. 4. Only the provisions of this Act and of
Articles 1672 and 1673 shall apply in counties hav-
ing a population of not less than seventy-five thou-
sand (75,000), and not more than eighty thousand
(80,000), according to the last preceding Federal
Census, which contain Navigation Districts, Water
Improvement Districts, and Water Control and Im-
provement Districts.

Sec. 5. If any provision of this Act is held to be
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, same shall not

affect the validity of any other provision hereof.

[Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 306, ch. 118.]

Art. 1676b. Auditors in Counties of 83,000 to 83,-
350 Having Navigation Districts
and Other Districts

Audit; Report

Sec. 1. In all counties having a County Auditor
and containing a population of not less than eighty-
three thousand (83,000) and not more than eighty-
three thousand, three hundred and fifty (83,350), as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census, and in
which there are Navigation Districts, Water Im-
provement Districts, and Water Control and Im-
provement Districts, the County Auditor shall not
exercise control over the finances and affairs of
such Navigation Districts, Water Improvement Dis-
tricts, and Water Control and Improvement Dis-
tricts (or other districts created for improvement or
conservation purposes, which are not administered
by the Commissioners Courts of such counties), but
he shall annually, between July 1st and October 1st,
carefully audit all books, accounts, records, bills,
and warrants of any such district for the year
ending the 30th of June preceding, and file his
report of such audit with the County Clerk of such
county.
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Monthly Report

Sec. 2. The officers and directors of each such
district shall, on or before the 10th of each month,
make and file with the County Auditor a report in
writing, authenticated by such officers and di-
rectors, showing the total amount of moneys collect-
ed for and expended from the various funds of such
district for the calendar month next preceding.

Other Laws Superseded——Repeal

Sec. 3. The method of audit hereby provided for
Navigation Districts, Water Improvement Districts,
Water Control and Improvement Districts, and all
other districts created for improvement and conser-
vation purposes in counties containing a population
of not less than eighty-three thousand (83,000), nor
more than eighty-three thousand, three hundred and
fifty (83,350), as shown by the last preceding Feder-
al Census, and not directly administered by the
Commissioners Courts of such counties, shall super-
sede all other provisions for auditing the receipts
and expenditures of such districts otherwise pre-
scribed by law, and all laws and parts of laws in
conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Exclusiveness of Provisions

Sec. 4. Only the provisions of this Act and of
Articles 1667, 1672, and 1673 of the Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas of 1925, shall apply in counties
having a population of not less than eighty-three
thousand (83,000), and not more than eighty-three
thousand, three hundred and fifty (83,350), accord-
ing to the last preceding Federal Census, which
contain Navigation Districts, Water Improvement
Districts, and Water Control and Improvement Dis-
tricts.

Partial Invalidity

Sec. 5. If any provision of this Act is held to be
unconstitutional, or otherwise invalid, same shall
not affect the validity of any other provision hereof.
[Acts 1941, 4Tth Leg., p. 409, ch. 238.]



TITLE 35
COUNTY LIBRARIES

1. COUNTY FREE LIBRARIES

Art.

1677.  Authority to Establish.

1678,  Territory.

1679. Tax for Maintenance.

1680.  Gifts and Bequests.

1681, Existing Libraries.

1682, 1682a. Repealed.

1683. County Librarian.

1684, Salary and Expenses.

1685. Duty of Librarian.

1686. Report of Librarian.

1687.  Supervision of Library.

1688.  Repealed. .

1689. Funds for Library.

1690. Joinder with City.

1691.  Contract with City.

1692, Withdrawal of City.

1693.  Contract with Another County.

1694. Contract with Established Library.

1695. Combined Counties.

1696. Termination of Library.

1696a. Acquisition of Land; Construction, Repair, Equip-
ment and Improvement of Buildings; Bond Is-
sues; Taxes.

1696b. Issuance of Bonds for Public Library.

2. LAW LIBRARY
1697 to 1702g. Repealed.
1702h. County Law Libraries in All Counties.
1702i, 1702j. Repealed.

1. COUNTY FREE LIBRARIES

Art. 1677. Authority to Establish

The commissioners court of any county may es-
tablish, maintain, and operate within their respec-
tive counties, county free libraries in the manner
and with the functions prescribed in this title. The
said court shall also have the power and authority
to establish in co-operation with another county or
counties a joint free county library for the benefit
of the co-operative counties.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1678. Territory

The commissioners court of any county may es-
tablish county free libraries for that part of such
county lying outside of the incorporated cities and
- towns already maintaining free public libraries and
for such additional parts of such counties as may
elect to become a part of or to participate in such
county free library system. On their own initiative,
or when petitioned to do so by a majority of the
voters of that part of the county to be affected, said
court shall proceed to establish and provide for the

maintenance of such library according to the fur-
ther provisions of this title. The county library
shall be located at the county seat in the court
house, unless more suitable quarters are available.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1679. Tax for Maintenance

The Commissioners Courts are hereby authorized
to set aside annually from the General Tax Fund, or
the Permanent Improvement Fund of the county, as
the said Court may determine, sums for the main-
taining of free county libraries and for the erection
of permanent improvements and the securing of
land for free county libraries, but not to exceed
twelve cents (12¢) on the One Hundred Dollar ($100)
valuation of all property in such county outside of
all incorporated cities and towns already supporting
a free public library, and upon all property within
all incorporated cities and towns already supporting
a free library, and upon all property within all
incorporated cities and towns already supporting a
free public library which have elected to become a
part of such free library systems provided in Title
35 of the Revised Civil Statutes, for the purpose of
maintaining county free libraries and for purchas-
ing property therefor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1947, 50th Leg., p.
765, ch. 378, § 1; Acts 1959, 56th Leg., p. 282, ch, 158,
§ 1]

Art. 1680. Gifts and Bequests

The commissioners court is authorized and em-
powered to receive on behalf of the county any gift,
bequest, or devise for the county free library, or for
any branch or subdivision thereof. The title to all
property belonging to the county free library shall
be vested in the county, but where the gifts or
bequests shall be made for the benefit of any
branch or branches of the county free library, such
gifts or bequests shall be administered as designed
by the donor.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1681.

In any county where a farmers’ county library
has been established as provided by former laws the
same shall continue to operate as a farmers’ county
library, unless a county free library shall be estab-
lished as provided for in this title, in which case the
former shall merge with and become a part of the
latter.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Existing Libraries
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Arts. 1682, 1682a. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th
Leg., p. 2846, ch. 764, § 2, eff. Sept. 1,
1981

Section 3 of the 1981 repealing act provided:

“The State Board of Library Examiners is abolished and its
records and other property are transferred to the Texas State
Library and Archives Commission.”

Art. 1683. County Librarian

Upon the establishment of a county free library
the Commissioners Court shall biennially appoint a
County Librarian who shall hold office for a term of
two (2) years subject to removal for cause after a
hearing by said Court. No person shall be eligible
to the office of County Librarian unless prior to his
appointment he has received from the Texas State
Library and Archives Commission a certificate of
qualification for office; and when any County Li-
brarian has heretofore received a certificate of qual-
ification for office from the Texas State Library and
Archives Commission, and has served as County
Librarian for any county in this State, said Librari-
an may be employed or reemployed by any county
as Librarian without further examination and is-
suance of certificate from said Texas State Library
and Archives Commission. The County Librarian
shall, prior to entering upon the duties of his office,
file with the county Clerk the official oath and make
a bond upon the faithful performance of his duties
with sufficient sureties approved by the County
Judge of the county of which. the Librarian is to be
the County Librarian, in such sum as the Commis-
sioners Court may determine.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p.
115, ch. 41, § 1; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2845, ch. 764, § 1,
eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1684. Salary and Expenses

The salary of the librarian and assistants shall be
fixed by said court at the time they fix the salary of
the appointive county officers. The county librarian
and assistants shall be allowed actual and necessary
traveling expenses incurred in the business of the
library.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1685. Duty, of Librarian

The librarian shall endeavor to give an equal and
complete service to all parts of the county through
branch libraries and deposit stations in schools and
other locations where suitable quarters may be ob-
tained, thus distributing printed matter, books, and
other educational matter as quickly as circumstane-
es will permit. The county librarian shall have the
power to make rules and regulations for the county
free library, to establish branches and stations
throughout the county, to determine the number
and kind of employes of such library, and, with the
approval of the commissioners’ court, to appoint and
dismiss such employes. The county librarian shall,
subject to the general rules adopted by the commis-
sioners’ court, build up and manage according to
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accepted rules of library management, a library for
the people of the county and shall determine what
books and other library equipment shall be pur-
chased.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1686. Report of Librarian

The librarian of each county library shall, on or
before the first day of October in each year, report
to the commissioners court and to the State Librari-
an the operation of the county library during the
year ending August 31st preceding. Such report
shall be made on blanks furnished by the State
Librarian, and shall contain a statement of the
condition of the library, its operation during the
year, and such financial and book statistics as are
kept in well regulated libraries.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1687. Supervision of Library

The county library shall be under the general
supervision of the commissioners court. Such Ii-
braries shall also be under the supervision of the
State Librarian, who shall, from time to time, either
personally or by one of his assistants, visit the
county free libraries and inquire into their condition,
advising with the librarians and said court and
rendering such assistance in all matters as he may
be able to give.

[Acts 1925, 8.B. 84.]

Art. 1688. Repealed by Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p.
362, ch. 130, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1969

Art. 1689. Funds for Library

All funds of the county free library shall be in the
custody of the county treasurer, or other county
official, who may discharge the duties commonly
delegated to the county treasurer. They shall con-
stitute a separate fund to be known as the county
free library fund, and shall not be used except for
library purposes. The Commissioners Court may
contract with privately-owned libraries which serve
areas within the.county not adequately served by
the county free library to provide county free li-
brary services in such areas, and may require by
such contract that such library submit to such rea-
sonable regulation as is required of governmental
libraries.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p.
750, ch. 284, § 1, eff. Aug. 23, 1963.]

Art. 1690. Joinder with City

After the establishment of a county free library
the governing body of any incorporated city or town
in the county, maintaining a free public library, may
notify the commissioners court that such city or
town desires to become a part of the county free
library system, and thereafter such city or town
shall be a part thereof, and its inhabitants shall be
entitled to the benefits of such county free library,
and the property within such town or city shall be
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included in computing the amount to be set aside as
a fund for county free library purposes.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1691. Contract with City

The commissioners court wherein a county free
library has been established under the provisions of
this title, shall have full power and authority to
enter into contracts with any incorporated city or
town maintaining a public free library, and such
incorporated city or town shall through its govern-
ing body, have full power to enter into contracts
with such county to secure to the residents of such
incorporated city or town the same privileges of the
county free library as are enjoyed by the residents
of such county outside of such incorporated city or
town, or such privileges as may be agreed upon in
such contract, upon such consideration to be named
in the contract as may be agreed upon, the same to
be paid into the county library fund, and thereupon
the residents of such incorporated city or town shall
have the same privileges with regard to said county
free library as are had by the residents of such
county outside of such incorporated city or town, or
such privileges as may be agreed upon by contract.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1692. Withdrawal of City

The governing body of such incorporated city or
town may at any time after two years notify the
commissioners court that such city or town no long-
er desires to be a part of the county free library
system and thereafter such city or town shall cease
to participate in the benefits of such county free
library system, and the property situated in said
city or town shall no longer be assessed in comput-
ing the fund to be set aside for county free library
purposes. The governing body of such city or town
shall give the commissioners court six months no-
tice and publish at least once a week for six succes-
sive weeks prior to either giving or withdrawing
such notice in a county newspaper designated by
the governing body, and circulated throughout such
city or town, notice of such contemplated action,
giving date and place of meeting at which such
contemplated action is proposed to be taken.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1693. Contract with Another County

The commissioners court of any county, wherein a
county free library has been established under the
provisions of this title, shall have full power and
authority to enter into contracts or agreements with
the commissioners court of any other county to
secure to the residents of such other county such
privileges of such county free library as may, by
such contract, be agreed upon, the same to be paid
into the county free library fund, and thereupon the
inhabitants of such other county shall have the
privilege of such county free library as may by such
contract be agreed upon; and the commissioners
court shall have full power and authority to enter
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into a contract with the commissioners court of
another county wherein a county free library has
been established, under the provisions of this title
and shall have power to provide for and to set aside
a county free library fund, in the manner already
set out, for the purpose of carrying out such con-
tract. But the making of such contract shall not
bar the commissioners court of such county from
establishing a county free library therein, and upon
the establishment of such county free library such
contract may be terminated upon such terms as
may be agreed upon by the parties thereto, or may
continue for the term thereof.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1694. Contract with Established Library

Instead of establishing a separate county free
library, upon petition of a majority of the voters of
the county, the commissioners court may contract
for library privileges from some already established
library. Such contract shall provide that such es-
tablished library shall assume the functions of a
county free library within the county with which the
contract is made, including incorporated cities and
towns therein, and shall also provide that the librari-
an of such established library shall hold or secure a
county librarian’s certificate from the Texas State
Library and Archives Commission. Said court may
contract to pay annually into the library fund of
said established library such sum as may be agreed
upon, to be paid out of the county library fund.
Either party to such contract may terminate the
same by giving six months notice of intention to do
s0. Property acquired under such contract shall be
subject to division at the termination of the contract
upon such terms as are specified in such contract.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
2845, ch. 764, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1695. Combined Counties

Where found to be more practicable, two or more
adjacent counties may join for the purposes of this
law and establish and maintain a free library under
the terms and provisions above set forth for the
establishment and maintenance of a county free
library. In such cases the combined counties shall
have the same powers and be subject to the same
liabilities as a single county as provided in this law.
The commissioners courts of the counties which
have combined for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a free library shall operate jointly in the
same manner as does the commissioners court of a
single county in carrying out the provisions of this
law. If any county desires to withdraw from such
combination it shall be entitled to a division of
property in such proportion as agreed upon in the
terms of combination at the time such joint action
was taken.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1696. Termination of Library

A county free library may be disestablished upon
petition of a majority of the voters of that part of
the county maintaining a county free library, asking
that said library system be no longer maintained.
The commissioners court upon the termination of
existing contracts shall call in all books and movable
property of the defunct county free library, and
have same inventoried and stored under lock and
seal in some dry and suitable place in the county
court house.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1696a. Acquisition of Land; Construction,
Repair, Equipment and Improve-
ment of Buildings; Bond Issues;

Taxes

Sec. 1. The Commissioners Court of any county
in this State is hereby authorized to acquire land for
and to purchase, construct, repair, equip and im-
prove buildings, and other permanent improvements
to be used for county library purposes. Such build-
ing or buildings and other permanent improvements
may be located in the county at such place or places
as the Commissioners Court may determine. Pay-
ment for such buildings and repairs and improve-
ments and other permanent improvements shall be
made from the Constitutional Permanent Improve-
ment Fund.

See. 2. To pay the costs of acquiring land for
and of purchasing, constructing, repairing, equip-
ping and improving such buildings and other perma-
nent improvements, the Commissioners Court is
hereby authorized to issue negotiable bonds of the
county and to levy and collect taxes in payment
thereof, the issuance of such bonds and the levy and
collection of taxes to be in accordance with the
provisions of Chapter 1, Title 22, Revised Civil Stat-
utes of Texas, 1925, as amended,! governing the
issuance of bonds by cities, towns, and/or counties
in this State.

[Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 585, ch. 194.]
1 Article 701 et seq.

Art. 1696b. Issuance of Bonds for Public Li-

brary

Issuance of Bonds

Sec. 1. The commissioners court of a county by
order may authorize the issuance and sale of negoti-
able bonds in the name of the county to finance in
whole or part the purchase or acquisition by any
other method, construction, improvement, enlarge-
ment, equipment, or repair of a public library build-
ing.

Manner of Repayment of Bonds

Sec. 2. (a) The commissioners court shall pro-
vide for the payment of the principal of and interest
on the bonds by pledging all or any part of designat-
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ed revenues from the operation of the library build-
ing or from the lease of space in the building.

(b) The commissioners court shall charge rent for
the lease of space in the library building and shall
establish fees in connection with the operation of
the building to provide sufficient revenue to pay all
expenses related to the ownership and operation of
the building, including the expense of paying the
principal of and interest on the bonds and the ex-
pense of creating and maintaining any required
bond reserve funds.

(¢) The owners of the bonds do not have any right
to demand payment of the principal of and interest
on the bonds out of any funds raised by taxation.

Form of Bonds

Sec. 3. (a) A county may issue its bonds in vari-
ous series or issues.

(b) Bonds may mature serially or otherwise not
more than 40 years from their date and shall bear
interest at any rate permitted by the constitution
and laws of the state.

(¢) A county’s bonds and interest coupons, if any,
are investment securities under the terms of Chap-
ter 8 of the Business & Commerce Code, and may
be issued registrable as to principal or as to both
principal and interest and may be made redeemable
before maturity, at the option of the county, or may
contain a mandatory redemption provision.

(d) A county’s bonds may be-issued in the form,
denomination, and manner and under the terms,
conditions, and details as provided by the commis-
sioners court in the orders authorizing their is-
suance. The bonds shall be signed and executed as
provided by the commissioners court in the orders
authorizing their issuance.

Provisions of Bonds

Sec. 4. (a) In the orders authorizing the is-
suance of bonds, including refunding bonds, the
commissioners court may. provide for the flow of
funds, the establishment and maintenance of the
interest and sinking fund, the reserve fund, and
other funds, and may make additional covenants
with respect to the bonds, the pledged revenues,
and the operation and maintenance of the library
building, the revenue of which is pledged.

(b) The orders authorizing the issuance of bonds
may also prohibit the further issuance of bonds or
other obligations payable from the pledged revenue
or may reserve the right to issue additional bonds to
be secured by a pledge of and payable from the
revenue on a parity with or subordinate to the lien
and pledge in support of the bonds being issued.

{¢) The orders may contain other provisions and
covenants as the commissioners court may deter-
mine.
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(d) The commissioners court may adopt and have
executed any other proceedings or instruments nec-
essary and convenient in the issuance of bonds.

Approval by Attorney General; Registration
by Comptroller

Sec. 5. (a) The bonds must be submitted to the
attorney general for examination,

(b) If the attorney general finds that the bonds
have been authorized in accordance with law, he
shall approve them, and they shall be registered by
the comptroller of public accounts.

(c) After the approval and registration of bonds,
the bonds are incontestable in any court or other
forum, for any reason, and are valid and binding
obligations in accordance with their terms for all
purposes.

Refunding Bonds

Sec. 6. (a) The commissioners court by order
may authorize the issuance of bonds to refund all or
any part of its outstanding bonds issued under this
Act, including matured but unpaid interest coupons.

(b) Refunding bonds shall mature serially or oth-
erwise not more than 40 years from their date and
shall bear interest at any rate or rates permitted by
the constitution and laws of the state.

(¢) Refunding bonds may be payable from the
same source as the bonds being refunded or from
other additional sources.

(d) The refunding bonds must be approved by the
attorney general as in the case of other bonds and
shall be registered by the comptroller on the surren-
der and cancellation of the bonds being refunded.

(e) The orders authorizing the issuance of the
refunding bonds may provide that they be sold and
the proceeds deposited in the place or places at
which the bonds being refunded are payable, in
which case the refunding bonds may be issued
before the cancellation of the bonds being refunded.
If refunding bonds are issued before cancellation of
the other bonds, an amount sufficient to pay the
principal of and interest on the bonds being refund-
ed to their maturity dates, or to their option dates if
the bonds have been duly called for payment prior
to maturity according to their terms, shall be depos-
ited in the place or places at which the bonds being
refunded are payable. The comptroller shall regis-
ter the refunding bonds without the surrender and
cancellation of bonds being refunded.

(f) A refunding may be accomplished in one or in
several installment deliveries. Refunding bonds
and their interest coupons are investment securities
under Chapter 8 of the Business & Commerce Code.

(g) In lieu of the method set forth in Subsections
(a)~(f) of this section, a county may refund bonds,
notes, or other obligations as provided by the gener-
al laws of the state.
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Bonds as Investments

See. 7. The bonds are legal and authorized in-
vestments for:

(1) banks;

(2) savings banks;

(3) trust companies;

(4) savings and loan associations;
(5) insurance companies;

(6) fiduciaries;

(7) trustees;

(8) guardians; and

(9) sinking funds of cities, counties, school dis-
tricts, and other political subdivisions of the state
and other public funds of the state and its agencies,
including the permanent school fund.

Bonds as Security for Deposits

Sec. 8. The bonds are eligible to secure deposits
of public funds of the state and cities, counties,
school districts, and other political subdivisions of
the state. The bonds are lawful and sufficient
security for deposits to the extent of their value
when accompanied by all unmatured coupons.

Tax Status of Bonds

Sec. 9. Since the operation of a library building
is an essential public function, the bonds issued by
the county, any transaction relating to the bonds,
and profits made in the sale of the bonds, are free
from taxation by the state or by any city, county,
special district, or other political subdivision of the
state.

{Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4982, ch. 891, eff. Aug. 29, 1983.]

2. LAW LIBRARY

Arts. 1697 to 1702. Repealed by Acts 1977, 65th
Leg., p. 271, ch. 131, § 2, eff. May 11,
1977

See, now, art. 1702h.

Art. 1702a. Repealed by Acts 1943, 48th Leg., p.

297, ch. 192, § 4

Arts. 1702a-1 to 1702b=5. Repealed by Acts 1977,
65th Leg., p. 271, ch. 131, § 2, eff.
May 11, 1977

See, now, art. 1702h.

Art. 1702b-6. Repealed by Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p.
98, ch. 58, § 4

Arts. 1702c to 1702g. Repealed by Acts 1977, 65th
Leg., p. 271, ch. 131, § 2, eff. May 11,
1977

See, now, art. 1702h.
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Art. 1702h. County Law Libraries in All Coun-
ties

Authority to Establish

Sec. 1. The Commissioners Courts of all coun-
ties within this State shall have the power and
authority, by first entering an order for that pur-
pose, to provide for, maintain and establish a Coun-
ty Law Library.

Establishment on Initiative of Commissioners
Court; Appropriations

Sec. 2. The Commissioners Court of any county
may establish and provide for the maintenance of
such County Law Library on its own initiative, and
appropriate a sum not to exceed $20,000 to establish
properly such library, and shall appropriate each
year such sum as may be necessary to properly
maintain and operate such -County Law Library,
which shall be established, maintained and operated
at the county seat.

Gifts and Bequests

Sec. 3. The Commissioners Court of such county
is hereby authorized and empowered to receive on
behalf of such county any gift or bequest for such
County Law Library. The title of all of such prop-
erty shall be vested in the county. Where any gift
or bequest is made with certain conditions, and
accepted by the county, these conditions -shall be
administered as designated by the donor.

Costs; Law Library Fund

Sec. 4. For the purpose of establishing County
Law Libraries after the entry of such order, there
shall be taxed, collected, and paid as other costs, a
sum set by the Commissioners Court not to exceed
$10 in each civil case, except suits for delinquent
taxes, hereafter filed in every county or district
court; provided, however, that in no event shall the
county be liable for said costs in any case. Such
costs shall be collected by the clerks of the respec-
tive courts in said counties and paid by said clerks
to the County Treasurer to be kept by said Treasur-
er in a separate fund to be known as the “County
Law Library Fund.” Such fund shall not be used
for any other purpose.

Managing Committee

Sec. 5. The Commissioners Court of such coun-
ties may vest the management of such library in a
committee to be selected by the Bar Association of
such county, but the acts of such committee shall be
subject to the approval of the Commissioners Court.
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Salaries

Sec. 6. The salary of the custodian or librarian
and such other employees or assistants as may be
necessary shall be fixed by the Commissioners
Court and shall be paid out of the funds collected
under this Act, or from appropriations made under
this Act.

Administration of Fund; Space; Rules

Sec. 7. Such fund shall be administered by the
Commissioners Court, or under its direction, for the .
purchase and lease of library materials, the mainte-
nance of the Law Library, and the acquisition of all
furniture, shelving and equipment necessary there-
to, in a place convenient and accessible to the
Judges and litigants of such county. The Commis-
sioners Court shall provide suitable space for hous-
ing the law library and may, with the advice of the
committee referred to in section 5 of this Act, use
funds collected under this Act for the acquisition of
such space. Priority in the use of such funds shall
be given to providing books, periodicals, other L-
brary materials, and staff for the law library. The
Commissioners Court of the counties affected by
this ' Act shall make rules for the use of books in
said library.

Custody and Use of Funds; Claims

Sec. 8. All funds for the County Law Library
shall be in the custody of the County Treasurer of
such county, or other official who may discharge
the duties commonly delegated to county treasur-
ers. They shall constitute a separate fund and shall
not be used for any other purpose than those of
such County Law Library. Each claim against the
County Law Library shall be acted upon and al-
lowed or rejected in like manner as other claims
against the county.

Partial Invalidity

Sec. 9. If any section, paragraph, -clause,
phrase, sentence, or portion of this Act be held
invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity shall not
affect the remainder thereof.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 777, ch. 429. Amended by Acts
1977, 65th Leg., p. 270, ch. 131, § 1, eff. May 11, 1977,
Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 234, ch. 121, § 1, eff. May 9, 1979.]

Arts. 1702i, 1702j. Repealed by Acts 1977, 65th
Leg., p. 271, ch. 131, § 2, eff. May 11,
1977

See, now, art. 1702h.



TITLE 36
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Art.

1703. Election and Term.

1704.  Bond.

1704-A. Premium on Bond; Payment by Commissioners’
Courts of Certain Counties.

1705. New Bond.

1705a.  Continuing Education.

1706. Office Declared Vacant. -

1707. Vacancy, How Filled.

1708.  Appointee: Oath and Bond.

1709. Duties.

1709a. Receipt, Safekeeping and Disbursement of Mon-
eys.

1710. Accounts.

1711. Report to Commissioners Court.

1712 Deliver Money, etc., to Successor.

1713.  Shall Not Pay Out Money, Except.

1714. To Examine Dockets, Accounts, ete.

Art. 1703. Election and Term

A county treasurer shall be elected at each regu-
lar general election for a term of two years.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1704. Bond

The county treasurer before entering upon the
duties of his office, and within twenty days after he
has received his certificate of election, shall give a
bond payable to the county judge of his county, to
be approved by the commissioners court, in such
sum as such court may deem necessary, conditioned
that such treasurer shall faithfully execute the
duties of his office and pay over according to law all
moneys which shall come into his hands as county
treasurer, and render a true account thereof to said
court at each regular term of said court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1704-A. Premium on Bond; Payment by
Commissioners’ Courts of Certain
Counties

In every county in the State of Texas having a
population of not less than nineteen thousand ten
(19,010), nor more than nineteen thousand seventy
(19,070), and not less than twenty-three thousand
eight hundred (23,800), nor more than twenty-four
thousand (24,000), and not less than fifty-four thou-
sand (54,000), nor more than fifty-four thousand
five hundred (54,500), according to the last preced-
ing Federal Census, the Commissioners’ Court of
such counties is hereby authorized to pay out of the
General Funds of such counties the premium on the
official surety bond now required of such County
Treasurers.

[Aects 1941, 47th Leg., p. 1316, ch. 590, § 1.]

Art. 1705. New Bond

The commissioners court, whenever they may
consider the bonds, or either- of the bonds, of a
county treasurer, from any cause, insufficient or
doubtful, shall require such treasurer to give anoth-
er bond or bonds, or to give additional bond or
bonds, as the case may be.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1705a.

Sec. 1. Not later than two years after the day
on which a person first takes office as county
treasurer, the county treasurer must successfully
complete a course of instruction in the performance
of the duties of county treasurer.

Continuing Education

Sec. 2. A county treasurer must successfully
complete a continuing education course in the per-
formance of the duties of county treasurer at least
one time in any 24-month period.

Sec. 3. A course required by this article must
include at least 20 classroom hours of instruction in
an accredited public institution of higher education.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 1732, ch. 330, § 1, eff. Aug. 29,
1983.]
Section 3 of the 1983 Act provides:

“A person who takes office as county treasurer before the
effective date of this Act and is serving as county treasurer on the
effective date of this Act must successfully complete a course of
instruction required by Article 1705a, Revised Statutes, not later
than two years after the effective date of this Act.”

Art. 1706. - Office Declared Vacant

If the person elected treasurer fails to give the
bonds required by this title and take the official
oath within twenty days after receiving his certifi-
cate of election, it shall be the duty of the county
judge to declare the said office vacant; and, should
a treasurer fail to give another or an additional
bond or bonds when required to do so, as provided
in the preceding article, within twenty days after
notice of such requirement, he shall be removed
from. said office in the manner provided by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1707. Vacancy, How Filled

In case of vacancy in the office of the county
treasurer, the commissioners court of the county in
which such vacancy occurs shall fill such vacancy
by appointment, such appointment to be made by a
majority vote of the commissioners present, at a
regular or special term of such court. Such ap-
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pointment shall continue in force until the next
general election.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1708. Appointee: Oath and Bond

The person appointed to fill the vacancy, as pro-
vided in the preceding article, shall, before entering
upon the discharge of the duties of such office, and
within twenty days after he has been notified of
such appointment, take the oath and give the bonds
required, as in the case of an election to such office.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1709. Duties

The County Treasurer, as chief custodian of coun-
ty finance, shall receive all moneys belonging to the
county from whatever source they may be derived;
keep and account for the same in a designated
depository or depositories; and pay and apply or
disburse the same, in such manner as the Commis-
sioners Court may require or direct, not inconsistent
with constituted law. Said court may provide funds
for adequate personnel and proper media that would
enable the treasurer to perform such constituted
duties. Upon failure to perform such duties the
treasurer shall be guilty of dereliction of duty and
subject to prosecution.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
1654, ch. 467, § 1, eff. May 27, 1971.] .

Art. 1709a. Receipt, Safekeeping and Disburse-

ment of Moneys
Sec. 1. [Amends article 1709].

Sec. 2. From and after the effective date of this
Act, the County Treasurer in each county of this
State shall receive all moneys belonging to the
county from whatever source they may be derived.
Clarification as to moneys and mode and manner of
receipt thereof not inconsistent with existing laws
follows:

(a) All fees, commissions, funds and moneys be-
longing to the county shall be turned over to the
County Treasurer by the officer who collected them,
in the manner prescribed in Chapter 98, Acts of the
43rd Legislature, 1933, as amended (Article 1656a,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes). Such deposit of
funds in the county treasury shall not in any wise
change the ownership of any fund so deposited,
except to indemnify said officer and his bondsman
or other owners of such funds during the period of
deposit with the county.

(b) All deposits that are made in the county trea-
sury shall be upon deposit warrant issued by the
County Clerk in triplicate; said warrants shall au-
thorize the treasurer to receive the amount named,
for what purpose, and to which fund the same shall
be applied. The treasurer shall retain the original;
the duplicate shall be signed and returned to the
clerk and the triplicate signed and returned to the
depositor as provided in Article 1657, Revised Civil
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~utes of Texas, 1925.

Art. 1709a

Statutes of Texas, 1925. In each county of this
State having a County Auditor the County Clerk
shall give his copy to the auditor, who then shall
enter same upon his books as a check and balance,
charging the amounts to the County Treasurer and
crediting the same to the depositing party. The
treasurer shall not under any circumstances receive
any money in any other manner than that named
herein; except that in counties of whose population
exceeds 1,200,000 the County Clerk is relieved of all
duties prescribed by Article 1657, Revised Civil Stat-
In such counties the County
Treasurer shall prepare a triplicate receipt for all
moneys received, retain one copy of the receipt and
transmit the original and the duplicate to the county
auditor and the depositor respectively, as provided
in Chapter 235, Acts of the 60th Legislature, 1967
(Article 1657a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes).

Sec. 8. From and after the effective date of this
Act, the County Treasurer in each county of this
State shall safekeep and account for all moneys
belonging to the county; clarification as to mode
and manner of safekeeping not inconsistent with
existing laws follows:

(a) All moneys deposited with the County Trea-
surer by such officer as collected shall be deposited
in the county depository, in a special fund to the
credit of such officer as provided in Chapter 98,
Acts of the 43rd Legislature, 1933, as amended
(Article 1656a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes); any
interest accrued therefrom shall benefit the county
in accordance with all laws. All such funds so
deposited shall be secured by the bond of such
depository.

(b) Liability of Treasurer. The County Treasurer
shall not be responsible for any loss of the county
funds through failure or negligence of any deposito-
ry; but nothing in this Act shall release any County
Treasurer, for any loss resulting from any official
misconduct or negligence on his part, nor from any
responsibility for the funds of the county until a
depository shall be selected and the funds deposited
therein, nor for any misappropriation of such funds
by him (Article 2557, Revised Civil Statutes of Tex-
as, 1925, as amended).

(¢) The County Treasurer before entering upon
the duties of his office, and within twenty days
after he has received his certificate of election, shall
give a bond payable to the County Judge of his
county, to be approved by the Commissioners Court,
in such sum as such court may deem necessary,
conditioned that such treasurer shall faithfuilly exe-
cute the duties of his office and pay over according
to law all moneys which shall come into his custody
as County Treasurer and render a true account
thereof to said court in accordance with Article
1704, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925.

(d) In counties having auditors, all reports of
collections of moneys for the county required to be
made to the Commissioners Court shall also be
carefully examined and reported on by the auditor



Art. 1709a
¥

as provided in Article 1654, Revised Civil Statutes
of Texas, 1925. He shall at least once in each
quarter check the books and examine all reports of
the treasurer, in detail, verifying the footings and
correctness of same, and shall stamp his approval
thereon, or note any difference, errors or discrepan-
cies; he shall carefully examine the quarterly report
of the treasurer, of all the disbursements, together
with the cancelled warrants which have been paid,
and shall verify the same with the register of war-
rants issued, as shown in the accounts of the audi-
tor.

(e) Furthermore, the auditor, without giving any
notice beforehand, shall examine fully into the con-
dition of, or inspect and count the cash in the hands
of the treasurer, or in'the banks in which he may
have' placed same for safekeeping, not less than
once each quarter and oftener if desired in accord-
ance with Article 1655, Revised Civil Statutes of
Texas, 1925; and shall see that all balances to the
credit of the various funds are actually on hand in
.cash and that none of said funds are invested in any
manner except as the law may authorize.

Sec. 4. From and after the effective date of this
Act the County Treasurer in each county shall dis-
burse all moneys belonging to the county, for what-
ever purpose they may be claimed, and shall pay
and apply the same as required by law. No moneys
shall be expended or withdrawn from the county
treasury except by checks or warrants drawn on the
county treasury, whether such moneys are in a
county depository as required by law or not. Clari-
fication of mode and manner of disbursement not
inconsistent with existing laws follows:

(a) Claims: The County Treasurer shall enter
each claim in a permanent bound register, in the
manner provided in Article 1627, Revised Civil Stat-
utes of Texas, 1925, stating the class, the name of
the payee, and the number of the claim: On the
face of such claim shall be placed the word “Regis-
tered,” the date actually registered, and the official
signature or approved facsimile of the County Trea-
surer.

(b) The treasurer shall pay no such claim, nor
shall any part thereof be received by any officer in
payment of any indebtedness to the county, until it
has been duly registered, in accordance with the
provisions of Article 1625, Revised Civil Statutes of
Texas, 1925. All claims in each class shall be paid
in the order in which they are registered.

(¢) In counties having a County Auditor, all
claims, bills, and accounts against the county must
be filed in ample time for the auditor to examine
and approve same before the meetings of the Com-
missioners Court. No claim, bill, or account shall be
allowed or paid until it has been examined and
approved by the County Auditor as provided in
Article 1660, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925.
Said auditor shall examine the same and stamp his
approval thereon.
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(d) Warrants: It shall be the duty of the County
Treasurer, upon presentation to him of any warrant,
check, voucher, or order drawn by the proper au-
thority, if there be funds sufficient for payment
thereof on deposit in the account against which such
warrant is drawn, to endorse upon the face of such
instrument his order to pay same to the payee
named therein and to charge the same on his books
to the fund upon which it is drawn as provided in
Article 2554, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925,
as amended. The County Treasurer is not authoriz-
ed to issue nor is the county depository authorized
to pay a check drawn on the county depository to
take up a warrant drawn by a proper authority, but
the County Treasurer must, when such a warrant is
presented to him, endorse it and deliver it to the
payee for the payee to present to the county deposi-
tory for payment. The County Treasurer shall not
make any endorsement upon any instrument desig-
nated as a “time deposit” until after the notice is
duly given and the time has expired as required in
the contract with said depository which designated
said funds as “time deposits.” In case any bonds,
coupons, or other instruments of any county by the
terms thereof are payable at any place other than
the county treasury nothing herein contained shall
prevent the Commissioners Court of such county
from so ordering the treasurer to place a sufficient
sum at the place where such debts shall be payable
at the time and place of their maturity, provided
such payments shall be made in the manner pre-
seribed by law. All warrants issued or drawn by
any officer under the provisions of this Act shall be
subject to all laws and regulations providing for
auditing and countersigning and all such laws and
regulations are hereby continued in full force and
effect.

(e) All warrants issued against the County Trea-
surer by any judge or court shall be signed and
attested by the clerk or judge of the court issuing
the same under his official seal as provided in
Article 1643, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925.
No Justice of the Peace shall have authority to issue
warrants against the County Treasurer for any
purpose whatever, except as provided in the Code of
Criminal Procedure. -

(f) In each county having an auditor, the County
Treasurer and the depository shall make no pay-
ment unless such warrant is countersigned by the
auditor as provided in Chapter 98, Acts of the 43rd
Legislature, 1933, as amended (Article 1656a, Ver-
non’s Texas Civil Statutes) to validate the same as a
proper and budgeted item of expenditure.

(2) The only exception to the auditors’ counter-
signing is that of warrants for jury service, as
provided in Article 1661, Revised Civil Statutes of
Texas, 1925. ‘

Sec. 5. All existing laws pertaining to the duties
and responsibilities of the County Auditors of the
State of Texas shall in no way be affected or
changed by this law. Reference to various articles
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mentioned herein pertaining to County Auditors is
intended for the purpose of clarification only and
for no other reason.

Sec. 6. If any provision of this Act or the appli-
cation thereof to any person or circumstance is held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provi-
sions or applications thereto, and the provisions of
this Act are declared to be severable.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1654, ch. 467, §§ 2 to 6, eff. May
27, 1971.]

Art. 1710. Accounts

The county treasurer shall keep a true account of
the receipts and expenditures of all moneys which
shall come into his hands by virtue of his office, and
of the debts due to and from his county; and direct
prosecutions according to law for the recovery of all
debts that may be due his county, and superintend
the collection thereof. :

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1711,

He shall render a detailed report at every regular
term of the commissioners court of his county of all
the moneys received and disbursed by him, of all
debts due to and from his county, and of all other
proceedings in his office, and shall exhibit to said
court at every such term all his books and accounts
for their inspection and all vouchers relating to the
same, to be audited and allowed.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Report to Commissioners Court

COUNTY TREASURER
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Art. 1712. Deliver Money, etc., to Successor

He shall deliver the moneys, securities, and all
other property of the county in his hands, together
with all documents, instruments of writing, papers
and books belonging to, or for the use of the
county, to his successor in office, and perform all
such other acts as may be required of him by said
commissioners court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1713. Shall Not Pay Out Money, Except

The county treasurer shall not pay any money out
of the county treasury except in pursuance of a
certificate or warrant from some officer authorized
by law to issue the same; and, if such treasurer
shall have any doubt of the legality or propriety of
any order, decree, certificate or warrant presented
to him for payment, he shall not pay the same, but
shall make report thereof to the commissioners
court for their consideration and direction.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1714, To Examine Dockets, Accounts, ete.

He shall examine the accounts, dockets and
records of the clerks, sheriff, justices of the peace,
constables and tax collector of his county, for the
purpose of ascertaining whether any moneys of
right belonging to his county are in their hands
which have not been accounted for and paid over
according to law, and shall report the same to the
commissioners court at their next term, to the end
that suit may be instituted for the recovery thereof.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]



TITLE 37
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Chapter Article
toodudges ... 1715
2. Clerk, Employés and Reporter................. 1718
3. Terms and Jurisdiction ....................... 1726
4. Writof Error........... ... . 1739
5. Proceedings in the Supreme Court............. 1755
6. Judgment............ .. e 1766
7. Commission of Appeals ...................... 1781

CHAPTER ONE. JUDGES

Art.

1715, Judges.
1716. Qualifications.
1717. Disqualification.

Art. 1715, Judges

The Supreme Court shall consist of the Chief
Justice and eight Justices, any five of whom shall
constitute a quorum. The ¢oncurrence of five Jus-
tices shall be necessary to a decision of a case.
Three Justices shall be elected every two years by
the qualified voters of the state at a general elec-
tion and shall hold their offices six years, or until
their successors are elected and qualified. In case
of a vacaney in the Supreme Court, the Governor
shall fill such vacancy until the next general elec-
tion, and at such election the vacancy for the unex-
pired term shall be filled by election by the qualified
voters of the State.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
712, ch. 291, § 14, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1716. Qualifications

No person shall be eligible to serve in the office
of Chief Justice or Justice of the Supreme Court
unless the person is licensed to practice law in this
state and, at the time of election, is a citizen of the
United States and of this State, has attained the age
of thirty-five years, and has been a practicing law-
yer, or a lawyer and judge of a court of record
together, at least ten years.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
772, ch. 291, § 15, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1717, Disqualification

When the Court or any five of its members shall
be disqualified to hear and determine any cause in
said Court, or when the Justices of said Court shall
be equally divided in opinion by reason of the ab-
sence or disqualification of one of its members, the
same shall be certified by the Chief Justice to the
Governor who shall immediately commission the
requisite number of persons possessing the qualifi-

cations prescribed for Justices of the Supreme
Court to try and determine said cause.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
772, ch. 291, § 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

CHAPTER TWO. CLERK, EMPLOYES
AND REPORTER

Art.

1718. Appointment of Clerk.

1719. Vacancy in Vacation.

1720. Duties of Clerk.

1721. Deputy Clerks.

1722. Repealed.

1723. Stenographers and Bailiff.
1724. Reporter.

1725. Reports.

Art. 1718, Appointment of Clerk

The Supreme Court shall appoint for a term of
four years one clerk who shall reside at Austin.
Such appointment shall be recorded in the proceed-
ings of the Court. Such appointee shall first give
bond in the sum of five thousand doliars, to be
approved by the Court, payable to the Governor and
conditioned for the faithful performance of the
duties of his office. He may be removed by the
Court for neglect of duty or misconduct in office,
after ten days’ previous notice of the motion speci-
fying the particular charges of negligence or mis-
conduct in office preferred, and the Court shall
determine the law and facts. The Court may when-
ever necessary appoint a clerk pro tempore.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1719. Vacancy in Vacation

If the office of clerk becomes vacant in vacation,
an appointment shall be made by the Chief Justice
and one of the Associates. The appointee shall give
the prescribed bond and oath, the bond to be ap-
proved by any judge of the Court. Such appoint-
ment shall continue until a regular appointment
shall be made.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1720. Duties of Clerk
The clerk shall:

1. Collect and pay into the State Treasury all
fees and costs collected by him over and above the
salaries allowed him and his deputies, under rules
prescribed by the Comptroller and approved by the
Judges of the Supreme Court and recorded in the
minutes of the Court.
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2. Procure a seal for the use of the Court, which
shall have a star of five points, with the words,
“Supreme Court of the State of Texas” engraved
thereon.

3. File and carefully preserve the transcripts of
all records certified to said Court, and all papers
relative thereto, and shall docket all causes in the
order in which the Court shall direct, and shall
faithfully record the proceedings and decisions of
said Court, and certify its judgments to the courts
from which the cases were brought.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1721,

When authorized by the Court by an order record-
ed in the minutes, the clerk may appoint three
deputies, who may discharge the duties required by
Law of the clerk, and who shall give bond in like
sum and conditions required by the clerk, to be
approved by the Court. The compensation of such
deputies shall be unanimously agreed upon by the
Judges and their action recorded in the Minutes of
the Court, such compensation not to exceed Two
Thousand Dollars a year for each of said deputies,
to be paid out of the fees collected by the clerk of
the Supreme Court. The Court in its discretion may
dispense with the services of one or more of such
deputies, temporarily or permanently.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.

468, ch. 218, § 1.]

Art. 1722, Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
2360, ch. 722, § 10, eff. June 8, 1971

See, now, article 5444b.

Deputy Clerks

Art. 1723.

The Court may appoint not more than three ste-
nographers, at a salary to be fixed by the Court, not
exceeding one hundred and fifty dollars per month,
and may appoint a bailiff to attend the sitting of the
Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Stenographers and Bailiff

Art. 1724. Reporter

The Court shall appoint to serve at the will of the
Court one or more licensed attorneys to report the
decisions of the Supreme Court. The reporter shall
obtain from the proper clerk the records of cases to
be reported, with the briefs and opinions therein, as
soon as such cases are finally disposed of and the
opinions are recorded, which shall be returned after
the report thereof is completed. He shall under the
direction of the Court, without delay, prepare for
publication such decisions with appropriate syllabus
and statements when necessary, with proper index,
table of cases cited and cases reported, and shall,
from time to time, deliver the same to the Board of
Control for publication.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

COURT—SUPREME

Art. 1728

Art. 1725. Reports

The Court shall designate the cases to be report-
ed; and only those designated shall be reported and
published. Only the main propositions made in the
briefs and considered by the Court in the opinion,
with the authorities cited in support of such proposi-
tions, shall be incorporated in the report. Each
volume shall be copyrighted in the name of the
reporter, who shall immediately on delivery of the
edition transfer and assign the same to the State.
It shall be electrotyped, and the plates shall be
owned by the State and preserved by the Board of
Control.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

CHAPTER THREE. TERMS AND

JURISDICTION

Art.

1726. Terms of Supreme Court.

1727.  Adjournment.

1728.. Appellate Jurisdiction.

1729,  Writ of Error or Certificate.

1730.  Court to Make Rules.

1731.  Rules of Practice. .

1731a. Rules of Practice; Power of Supreme Court in
Civil Judicial Proceedings.

1732.  Jurisdictional Facts.

1733. May Issue Writs.

1734. May Issue Mandamus, ete.

1735. To Issue Only by Supreme Court.

1735a. Mandamus in Connection with Elections and Polit-
ical Party Conventions.

1786.  Repealed.

1737. Habeas Corpus.

1738.  Transfer of Causes. i

1738a. Direct Appeals in Injunction Cases Involving Va-

lidity of Statute.

Art. 1726. Terms of Supreme Court

The Supreme Court shall hold one term each year
at the city of Austin, commencing on the first
Monday in October, and ending on the last Saturday
in the next June.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1727. Adjournment

The Court may adjourn from day to day, or for
such period as it deems necessary to the ends of
justice and the determination of the business before
them; and there shall be no discontinuance of any
suit, process or matter returned to, or pending in,
the Supreme Court, although a quorum of the Court
may not be in attendance at the commencement or
on any other day of the term. If a sufficient
number of the judges shall not attend on any day of
the term, any judge of the Court, or the bailiff
attending, may adjourn the Court from time to time.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1728. Appellate Jurisdiction

The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdic-
tion, except in criminal law matters, co-extensive
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with the limits of the State, extending to all ques-
tions of law arising in the following cases when
same have been brought to the Court of Appeals
from appealable judgment of trial courts:

1. Those in which the judges of the Courts of
Appeals may disagree upon any- question of law
material to the decision.

2. Those in which one of the Courts of Appeals
holds differently from a prior decision of another
Court of Appeals, or of the Supreme Court upon
any question of law material to a decision of the
case.

3. Those involving the construction or validity of
statutes necessary to a determination of the case.

4. Those involving the revenues of the State.

5. Those in which the Railroad Commission is a
party. :

6. In any other case in which it is made to
appear that an error of substantive law has been
committed by the Court of Appeals which affects
the judgment, but excluding those cases in which
the jurisdiction of the Court of Appeals is made
final by statute.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p.
214, ch. 144, § 1; Acts 1953, 53rd Leg., p. 1026, ch. 424,
§ 1; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 773, ch. 291, § 17, eff. Sept. 1,
1981.]

Art. 1729. Writ of Error or Certificate

All causes mentioned in the preceding article may
be carried to the Supreme Court either by writ of
error or by certificate from the Court of Appeals,
but the Court of Appeals may certify any question
of law arising in any such case at any time they
may choose, whether before or after the decision of
the case in said Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
713, ch. 291, § 18, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1730. Court to Make Rules

The Supreme Court shall from time to time make
and promulgate suitable rules, forms and regula-
tions for carrying into effect the articles in this title
relating to the jurisdiction and practice of said
Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1731. Rules of Practice

The Court may make and enforce all necessary
rules of practice and procedure, not inconsistent
with the law, for the government of said Court and
all other courts of the State, so as to expedite the
dispateh of business in said courts.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1731a. Rules of Practice; Power of Supreme
Court in Civil Judicial Proceedings

Repeal of Practice and Procedure Laws

Sec. 1. In order to confer upon and relinquish to
the Supreme Court of the State of Texas full rule-
making power in civil judicial proceedings, all laws
and parts of laws governing the practice and proce-
dure in civil actions are hereby repealed, such repeal
to be effective on and after September 1, 1941.
Provided, however, that no substantive law or part
thereof is hereby repealed.

Supreme Court to Make Rules for Practice
and Procedure

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court is hereby invested
with the full rule-making power in the practice and
procedure in civil actions. Such rules shall not
abridge, enlarge or modify the substantive rights of
any litigant. Such rules, after promulgation by the
Supreme Court, shall be filed with the Secretary of
State and a copy thereof mailed to each elected
member of the Legislature on or before December
1st immediately preceding the next Regular Session
of the Legislature and shall be reported by the
Secretary of State to the Legislature, and, unless
disapproved by the Legislature, such rules shall
become effective upon September 1, 1941; provided,
however, the Supreme Court may, from time to time
after September 1, 1941, promulgate any specific
rule or rules or any amendment or amendments to
any specific rule or rules and make the same effec-
tive, except as hereinafter provided, at such time as
the Supreme Court may deem expedient in the inter-
est of a proper administration of justice, the same to
remain in effect unless and until disapproved by the
Legislature. Any such specific rule or rules, or any
such amendment or amendments to any specific rule
or rules, shall be filed by the Clerk of the Supreme
Court with the Secretary of State, and a copy there-
of mailed by the said Clerk to each registered
member of the State Bar of Texas, at least sixty
(60) days before the effective date thereof, and
reported by the Secretary of State to the next
succeeding Regular Session of the Legislature in
the same manner as hereinabove provided.

Supreme Court to File List of Laws Repealed by
Its Rules

Sec. 3. At the time it files the rules, the Su-
preme Court shall file with the Secretary of State a
list of all articles or sections of the General Laws of
the State of Texas, and parts of articles and sec-
tions of such General Laws, which, in its judgment,
are repealed by Section 1 of this Act. Such list
giving the construction of the Supreme Court as to
the General Laws and parts of laws repealed by
Section 1 shall constitute, and have the same weight
and effect, as any other decision of the Supreme
Court.
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Rules to be Published with Supreme Court Reports

Sec. 4. Such rules shall be published in the offi-
cial reports of the Supreme Court; and the Supreme
Court is authorized to adopt such method as it may
deem expedient for the printing and distributing of
such rules.

Severability of this Act

Sec. 5. If any sentence, paragraph or section of
this Act shall be held invalid or unconstitutional,
such holding shall not invalidate any other sentence,
paragraph or section hereof, and the Legislature
hereby expressly declares that it would have passed
such remaining sentences, paragraphs, and sections
despite such invalidity.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201.]

Art. 1732, Jurisdictional Facts

It shall have the power upon affidavit or other-
wise, as the Court may determine, to ascertain such
matters of fact as may be necessary to the proper
exercise of its jurisdiction.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84

Art. 1733. May Issue Writs

The Supreme Court or any Justice thereof, shall
have power to issue writs of procedendo, certiorari
and all writs of quo warranto or mandamus agree-
able to the principles of law regulating such writs,
against any district judge, or Court of Appeals or
justices thereof, or any officer of the State Govern-
ment, except the Governor or the Court of Criminal
Appeals or the judges thereof.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
773, ch. 291, § 19, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1734. May Issue Mandamus, etc.

Said Court or any judge thereof in vacation may
issue the writ of mandamus to compel a judge of
the district court to proceed to trial and judgment in
a cause agreeably to the principles and usages of
law, returnable to the Supreme Court on or before
the first day of the term, or during the session of
the same, or before any judge of the said Court as
the nature of the case may require.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1735. To Issue Only by Supreme Court

The Supreme Court only shall have power, au-
thority or jurisdiction to issue the writ of mandamus
or injunction or any other mandatory or compulsory
writ or process against any of the officers of the
executive departments of the government of this
state and also the Board of County and District
Road Indebtedness to order or compel the perform-
ance of any act or duty which, by the laws of this
state, they, or either of them, are authorized to
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Art. 1737

perform, whether such act or duty be judicial, minis-
terial or discretionary.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1943, 48th Leg., p.
354, ch. 232, § 1]

Art. 1735a. Mandamus in Connection with Elec-
tions and Political Party Conven-

tions

The Supreme Court or any court of appeals shall
have jurisdiction and authority to issue the writ of
mandamus, or any other mandatory or compulsory
writ or process, against any public officer or officer
of a political party, or any judge or clerk of an
election, to compel the performance, in accordance
with the laws of this state, of any duty imposed
upon them, respectively, by law, in connection with
the holding of any general, special, or primary elec-
tion or any convention of a political party. Any
proceeding seeking to obtain such a writ shall be
conducted in accordance with the rules pertaining to
original proceedings in the court wherein the peti-
tion is filed. When presented to a court of appeals,
any petition pertaining to an election on an office or
proposition which is voted on by the voters of the
entire state shall be presented to the court of the
supreme judicial district in which the respondent
resides, or in which one of the respondents resides,
if there is more than one, and any petition pertain-
ing to an election on an office or proposition which
is voted on by the voters of only a portion of the
state shall be presented to the court of a supreme
judicial district in which the territory covered by the
election or a portion thereof is located. A petition
presented to a court of appeals which pertains to a
precinct or county convention shall be presented to
the court of the supreme judicial district in which
the precinet or county is located; a petition pertain-
ing to a district convention shall be presented to the
court of a supreme judicial district in which the
district or a portion thereof is located; and a peti-
tion pertaining to a state convention shall be
presented to the court of a supreme judicial district
in which the respondent resides, or in which one of
the respondents resides, if there is more than one.
[Acts 1930, 41st Leg., 4th C.S, p. 4, ch. 4, § 1. Amended
by Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1932, ch. 723, § 76, eff. Aug.
28, 1967; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 773, ch. 291, § 20, eff.
Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1736. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
2536, ch. 831, § 6, eff. Aug. 30, 1971

See, now, article 1911a.

Art. 1737. Habeas Corpus

The Supreme Court or any of the Justices thereof,
either in term time or in vacation, may issue writs
of habeas corpus in any case where any person is
restrained in his liberty by virtue of any order,
process or commitment issued by any court or judge
on account of the violation of any order, judgment
or decree theretofore made, rendered or entered by
such court or judge in any civil cause. Said Court
or any Justice thereof, either in term time or in
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vacation, pending the hearing of application for
such writ, may admit to bail any person to whom
the writ of habeas corpus may be so granted.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1738. Transfer of Causes

The Supreme Court may, at any time, order cases
transferred from one Court of Appeals to another,
when, in the opinion of the Supreme Court, there is
good cause for such transfer. And the Courts of
Appeals to which such cases shall be transferred
shall have jurisdiction over all such cases so trans-
ferred, without regard to the District in which the
cases were originally tried and returnable upon
appeal. Provided that the Justices of the Court to
which such cases are transferred shall, after due
notice to the parties or their counsel, hear oral
argument on such cases at the place from which the
cases have been originally transferred. All opin-
ions, orders and decisions in such transferred cases
shall be delivered, entered and rendered at the place
where the Court to which such cases are transfer-
red regularly sits as the law provides. The actual
and necessary travelling and living expenses of the
Justices of said Courts in hearing oral arguments at
the place from which such cases are transferred
shall be borne by the state, and for payment thereof
the Legislature shall make appropriation. If re-
quested by all parties or their attorneys, a transfer-
red case may be heard in the regular place of the
court to which said case has been transferred.

[Acts 1925, 5.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p.
115, ch. 76, § 1; Acts 1927, 40th Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 148, ch.
51, § 1; Acts 1933, 43rd Leg., p. 380, ch. 151, § 1; Acts
1941, 47th Leg., p. 762, ch. 476, § 1; Acts 1963, 58th Leg.,
p- 10, ch. 8, § 1, eff. Aug. 23, 1963; Acts 1981, 67th Leg.,
p. 714, ch. 291, § 21, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1738a. Direct Appeals in Injunction Cases

Involving Validity of Statute

Appeals may be taken direct to the Supreme
Court of this State from any order of any trial court
granting or denying an interlocutory or permanent
injunction on the ground of the constitutionality or
unconstitutionality of any statute of this State. It
shall be the duty of the Supreme Court of this State
to prescribe the necessary rules of procedure to be
followed in perfecting such an appeal.

[Acts 1943, 48th Leg., p. 14, ch. 14, § 1. Amended by Acts
1983, 68th Leg., p. 4768, ch. 839, § 2, eff. June 19, 1983.]
CHAPTER FOUR. WRIT OF ERROR

Art.
1739 to 1747. Repealed.

1748. Designation of Appeals Justices.
1749. Justices to Assemble.

1750. Effect of Granting or Denying Writ.
1751. Disqualification of Justice.

1752. Supreme Court May Also Act.

1753. Powers. '

1754. Expenses of Designated Justices.
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Arts, 1739 to 1747. Repealed by Rules of Civil
) Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, § 1)

Art. 1748. Designation of Appeals Justices

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or any
two Justices thereof may, by a writing recorded in
the minutes of the Supreme Court, designate three
of the Justices of the Courts of Appeals to act as
hereinafter provided. Such powers may be exer-
cised from time to time in the same manner as long
as reason therefor may exist, and the personnel of
the designated Justices of the Courts of Appeals
may be changed as often as may be advisable, by
relieving one, or more, and designating another, or
others, in order to interfere as little as possible with
the work of the Courts of Appeals. Not more than
one Justice shall be designated to serve at any one
time from any one of these courts.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
774, ch. 291, § 22, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1749. Justices to Assemble

The Justices of the Courts of Appeals so designat-
ed, upon receiving notice thereof, shall assemble
together at Austin and take up, consider and act
upon applications for writs of error as may be so
referred to them, by granting, refusing or dismiss-
ing the same in accordance with the practice of the
Supreme Court; and then such designated Justices
may make such orders and give such directions,
incidental to the consideration and disposition of the
application.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
775, ch. 291, § 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1750. Effect of Granting or Denying Writ

The granting of an application shall admit the
cause into the Supreme Court to be proceeded with
by the Court as provided by law. The refusal or
dismissal of an application shall have the effect of
denying the admission of the cause into the Su-
preme Court, except that motions for rehearing may
be made to.such designated Justices in the same
way as such motions to the Supreme Court have
been heretofore allowed. The refusal or dismissal
of any application shall not be regarded as a prece-
dent or authority.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1751.

No one of such Justices shall participate in acting
upon an application in a cause decided during his
incumbency by the court of which he is a member.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1752.

The Supreme Court shall still have power to act
upon applications for writs of error, when deemed
by it expedient. In any cause in which the Justices
of the Courts of Appeals shall have disagreed or

Disqualification of Justice

Supreme Court May Also Act
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shall have declared void a statute of the State, the
application for writ of error shall be passed upon by
the Supreme Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
775, ch. 291, § 24, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art, 1753. Powers

The powers herein conferred upon the Justices of
the Supreme Court and of the Courts of Appeals are
declared to be incidental to the offices held by them
respectively.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
775, ch. 291, § 25, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1754. Expenses of Designated Justices

Such designated Justices shall have all actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of
such additional duties, paid out of the State Trea-
sury from warrants drawn by the Comptroller, upon
itemized accounts of such expenses, verified by the
affidavit of the claimant.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

CHAPTER FIVE. PROCEEDINGS IN THE
SUPREME COURT

Art.

1755 to 1759. Repealed. o
1760. Death of Parties No Abatement.
1761 to 1765. Repealed

Arts. 1755 to 1759. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, § 1)

Art. 1760. Death of Parties No Abatement

If any party to the record in a cause pending in
the Supreme Court dies after the writ of error has
been served and before such cause has been decided
by the Supreme Court, such cause shall not abate
by such death; but the court shall proceed to adjudi-
cate such cause and render judgment therein as if
all the parties thereto were living, and such judg-
ment shall have the same force and effect as if
rendered in the life time of all the parties thereto.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Arts. 1761 to 1765. Repealed by Rules of  Civil

Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, 8 1)

CHAPTER SIX. JUDGMENT

Arts. 1766 to 1780. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
20,8 1)

CHAPTER SEVEN. COMMISSION
OF APPEALS

Art.
1781 to 1800. Expired or Repealed.
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Art.
1800a. Appointment of Members of Commission of Ap-

peals; Salaries,

Arts. 1781 to 1788. Expired

Arts. 1789 to 1791. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
20,8 1)

Arts. 1792 to 1798. Expired

Art. 1799. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1)

Art. 1800. Expired

Art. 1800a. Appointment of Members of Com-
mission of Appeals; Salaries

Composition; Qualifications; Duties; Salaries

Sec. 1. The Supreme Court of this State is here-
by authorized to appoint a Commission, to be com-
posed of six attorneys at law, having those qualifi-
cations fixed by the laws and Constitution of this
State for the judges of the Supreme Court of Texas,
which Commission shall be for the aid and assist-
ance of said court in disposing of the business
before it; and such Commission shall discharge
such duties as may be assigned it by said Court.
Each member of said Commission shall receive for
his services the same salary, paid in the same man-
ner as are the salaries of the members of the
present Commission of Appeals.

Present Members Continued Until Expiration of
Terms; Appointments by Supreme Court

Sec. 2. The present members of the Commission
of Appeals shall continue in office until the expira-
tion of the terms for which each of them has been
appointed. Upon the expiration of the terms of
office of the present members of the Commission of
Appeals the Supreme Court of this State shall ap-
point six Commissioners hereinbefore provided for,
two of whom shall serve for a period of two years,
two for four years and two for six years from the
date of their appointment, such terms to be desig-
nated by the Supreme Court, and thereafter the
Supreme Court shall every two years appoint two
Commissioners whose terms of office shall be for a
period of six years.

Vacancy Filled by Supreme Court

Sec. 3. In case of a vacancy on said Commission
of Appeals by the death, resignation or removal of
any member thereof, it shall be the duty of the
Supreme Court to fill the same by appointment, and
the person so appointed shall continue in office for
the unexpired portion of the term for which the
Commissioner so vacating his office had been ap-
pointed.



Art. 1800a

Supreme Court to Prescribe Rules and
Regulations and Adopt Opinions

Sec. 4. The Commission of Appeals shall hear
the submission of causes under such rules and
regulations as may be prescribed by the Supreme
Court and such court may adopt the opinion prepar-
ed by any member of the said Commission and
make the same the judgment of the Supreme Court.

Hearing Applications for Writs of Error

Sec. 5. Two of said Commissioners designated
by the Supreme Court acting with one member of
the Supreme Court shall be authorized to pass upon
all applications for writs of error presented from
the Courts of Civil Appeals, and the action of said
two Commissioners and one member of the Su-
preme Court in passing upon such applications shall
be given the same force and effect as if the same
were passed upon by the Supreme Court; provided,
upon any application in which the three judges are
not unanimous, the same shall be determined by the
Supreme Court.

Additional Costs

Sec. 6. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1). See Vernon’s
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 519 (Repealed,
effective Feb. 1, 1946).

Term and Place of Sessions

Sec. 7. The Commission shall hold its sessions in
Austin at the same time and place as the Supreme
Court, but it shall continue work during the vaca-
tion of the Supreme Court in midsummer. The
judges of the Commission may take a vacation, not
to exceed eight weeks during said period.

Stenographers; Salaries

Sec. 8. The Commission shall appoint stenogra-
phers not exceeding four, each of whom shall re-
ceive an annual salary not to exceed Fifteen Hun-
dred Dollars, to be paid in monthly installments, on
warrants approved by the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court.

Additional Compensation of Clerk of Supreme Court

Sec. 9. The Clerk of the Supreme Court shall
perform the duties of clerk of said Commission and
shall be allowed for services rendered to said Com-
mission by him and his deputies, an additional com-
pensation of Fifteen Hundred Dollars per annum, to
be paid out of the fees of his office.
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Seal

Sec. 10. Said Commission of Appeals shall have
a seal, being a star with five points and the words
“Commission of Appeals of the State of Texas”
around the same.

Dockets; Certiorari; Procedure

Sec. 11. Regular dockets and minutes of all pro-
ceedings by or before said Commission of Appeals
shall be kept and the records and proceedings of
courts of record and all cases shall be docketed in
the order in which they are transferred or referred
by the Supreme Court. Said Commission shall have
the right to issue writs of certiorari to perfect the
record, and such process as the Supreme Court
might issue to make parties, and shall have power
to punish for contempt. All laws and rules regulat-
ing practice and procedure in the Supreme Court
shall be of force in the practice and proceedings of
the Commission of Appeals so far as applicable. It
is the intention of this Act to make more elastic the
operation of the Commission of Appeals in order to
expedite the disposition of causes in the Supreme
Court and the Supreme Court is given full authority
to assign such duties to the Commission of Appeals
or the members thereof as it may deem proper in
order to facilitate the dispatch of business before
the Supreme Court.

Salaries of Commissioners and Clerical Help

Sec. 12. The salaries of the six Commissioners,
stenographers, porters, clerical help and other ex-
penses essential to carry on the work of the Com-
mission of Appeals shall be paid out of the appropri-
ation made to take care of the salaries and expenses
of the present Commission as it now exists.

[Acts 1930, 41st Leg., 5th C.S,, p. 112, ch. 2.]
Abolition

Const. Art. 5, § 9, as amended Aug. 25,
1945, in effect, abolished the Commission
of Appeals and provided that the “‘judges
of the Commission of Appeals who may
be in office at the time this amendment
takes effect shall become Associate Jus-
tices of the Supreme Court and each shall
continue in office as such Associate Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court until January
1st next preceding the expiration of the
term to which he has been appointed and
until his successor shall be elected and
qualified.”



TITLE 38
COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS

Art.

1801.  Judges.

1802.  Presiding Judge.

1803. - Disqualification of Judge.
1804. Term of Court.

1805.  Seal of Court.

1806. May Ascertain Facts.
1807. Mandate.

1808. Clerk.

1809. Deputy Clerk.

1810.  Reporter and Reports.
1811.  State Prosecuting Attorneys.
1811a.  Repealed.

1811aa. Application of Sunset Act.
1811b.  Repealed.

1811bb. Vacancy Filled by Court of Criminal Appeals.
1811c, 1811d. Repealed.

1811e.  Appointment of Commissioners and Commission
of Court of Criminal Appeals.
Art. 1801. Judges

(a) The Court of Criminal Appeals shall consist of
eight judges and one presiding judge. The judges
shall have the same qualifications and receive the
same salaries as the justices of the Supreme Court,
and the presiding judge shall have the same qualifi-
cations and receive the same salary as the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court. The presiding judge
and the Judges shall be elected by the qualified
voters of the state at a general election and shall
hold their offices for a term of six years. In case of
a vacancy in the office of a judge of the Court of
Criminal Appeals, the governor shall, with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, fill said vacancy by
appointment until the next succeeding general elec-
tion.

(b) For the purpose of hearing cases, the Court of
Criminal Appeals may sit in panels of three judges,
the designation thereof to be under rules estab-
lished by the court. In a panel of three judges, two
judges shall constitute a quorum and the concur-
rence of two judges shall be necessary for a deci-
sion. The presiding judge, under rules established
by the court, shall convene the court en banc for the
transaction of all other business and may convene
the court en banc for the purpose of hearing cases.
The court must sit en banc during proceedings
involving capital punishment and other cases as
required by law. When convened en bane, five
judges shall constitute a quorum and the concur-
rence of five judges shall be necessary for a deci-
sion.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
775, ch. 291, § 26, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1802. Presiding Judge

All writs and processes issuing from said court
shall bear test in the name of the presiding judge
and the seal of the court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
716, ch. 291, § 27, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art, 1803. Disqualification of Judge

When any member thereof shall be disqualified
under the Constitution and laws of this State to
hear and determine any case in said court, the same
shall be certified to the Governor who shall immedi-
ately commission a person learned in the law to act
instead.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1804. Term of Court

The Court of Criminal Appeals may sit for the
transaction of business at any time during the year
and each term shall begin and end with each calen-
dar year.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
776, ch. 291, § 28, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1805. Seal of Court

The court shall use a seal having thereon a star
with five points with the words, “Court of Criminal
Appeals of Texas” engraved thereon.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1806. May Ascertain Facts

Said court shall have power upon affidavit or
otherwise to ascertain such matters of fact as may
be necessary to the exercise of its jurisdiction.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1807. Mandate

When the court from which an appeal has or may
be taken has been or shall be deprived of jurisdic-
tion over any case pending such appeal, and when
such case has or may be determined by a court of
appeals or the Court of Criminal Appeals, the man-
date of said appellate court shall be directed to the
court to which jurisdiction has been, or may be,
given over such case.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
776, ch. 291, § 29, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1808. Clerk

Said court shall appoint a clerk for said court,
who shall:
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Art. 1808

1. Hold his office for four years unless sooner
removed by the court for good cause, entered in its
minutes.

2. Take and subscribe the official oath and give
the same bond to be approved by said court as may
be required of the clerk of the Supreme Court.

3. Perform as such clerk the like duties and be
subject to the same liabilities as may be required of
or prescribed for the clerk of the Supreme Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1809. Deputy Clerk

The court, or such clerk with the approval of the
court, may designate any stenographer employed by
said court to act as deputy clerk during the absence,
illness or disability of said clerk. Such stenogra-
pher shall receive no extra compensation for such
services, and shall discharge the duties of the clerk
in the name of his principal as deputy clerk, signing
his name after that of said principal as deputy clerk.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1810. Reporter and Reports

Said court shall appoint a reporter of such of its
decisions as the law requires to be published, and
may remove him for inefficiency or neglect of duty.
The clerk shall deliver to the reporter the original
opinions when recorded and the record in each case
to be reported, taking receipt therefor, and the
reporter shall return them when he finishes using
them. The volumes of such decisions shall be num-
bered in continuation of the present reports, styled
Texas Criminal Reports, and be printed and dis-
posed- of in like manner as the reports of the Su-
preme Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1811. State Prosecuting Attorneys

_ The Court of Criminal Appeals shall appoint an
attorney to represent the State in all proceedings
before said Court, to be styled “State Prosecuting
Attorney,” who shall take and subscribe the official
oath, hold office for a term of two (2) years and
until his successor is appointed and qualified, and
who shall have had at least five (5) years experience
as’ a practicing attorney in this State in criminal
cases. The State Prosecuting Attorney may also
appoint one or more Assistant State Prosecuting
Attorneys. Assistant State Prosecuting Attorneys
shall have the same duties and the same term of
office as the State Prosecuting Attorney. For good
cause, the Court of Criminal Appeals shall have
power to remove from office State Prosecuting At-
torneys. District and county attorneys may provide
assistance to the State Prosecuting Attorney in
representing the State before the Court of Criminal
Appeals. The State Prosecuting Attorney may pro-
vide assistance to district and county attorneys in
representing the State before the Courts of Appeals
when requested to do so by the district or county
attorney. The State Prosecuting Attorney may also
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represent the State in any stage of a criminal case
before the Courts of Appeals when, in his judgment,
the interests of the State so require.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., p.
234, ch. 139, § 1; Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 1328, ch. 498,
§ 1, eff. June 14, 1973; Aects 1977, 65th Leg., p. 675, ch.
256, § 1, eff. Aug. 29, 1977, Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 776,
ch. 291, § 30, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1811a. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
1647, ch. 462, § 3, eff. May 27, 1971

The subject matter of this article is now covered by article 1811e.

Art. 1811aa. Application of Sunset Act

The office of State Prosecuting Attorney is sub-
ject to the Texas Sunset Act;! and unless continued
in existence as provided by that Act the office is
abolished effective September 1, 1987.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1852, ch. 735, § 2.142, eff. Aug.
29, 1971.]

1 Article 5429k.

Art. 1811b. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
1647, ch. 462, § 3, eff. May 27, 1971

The subject matter of this article is now covered by article 1811e.

Art. 1811bb. Vacancy Filled by Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals

In case of a vacancy on said Commission in aid of
the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas by the
death, resignation, or removal of any member there-
of, it shall be the duty of the Court of Criminal
Appeals to fill the same by appointment, and the
person so appointed shall continue in office for the
unexpired portion of the term for which the Com-
missioner so vacating his office has been appointed.

[Acts 1934, 43rd Leg., 3rd C.S., p. 14, ch. 9, § 3.]
Arts. 1811c, 1811d. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd

Leg., p. 1647, ch. 462, § 3, eff. May
27, 1971

The subject matter of these articles is now covered by article
1811e.

Art. 1811e. Appointment of Commissioners and
Commission of Court of Criminal

Appeals
Sec. 1. (a) The presiding judge of the Court of

Criminal Appeals may, with the concurrence of a
majority of the judges of the Court of Criminal
Appeals, designate and appoint a retired appellate
judge or district judge who has consented to be
subject to appointment, or an active appellate judge
or district judge, to sit as a commissioner of the
Court of Criminal Appeals, with the designated
judge’s consent. The presiding judge of the Court
of Criminal Appeals may designate and appoint as
many commissioners as he deems necessary to aid
and assist the court in disposing of the business
before it.

(b) A commissioner shall discharge the duties
which may be assigned him by the court and may be
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appointed to serve either for a certain period of time
or for a particular case or cases.

(¢) All opinions of the commissioner shall be sub-
mitted to the Court of Criminal Appeals and shall
receive the approval of the court, or a majority of
the court. When approved by the court, the opinion
shall have the same weight and legal effect as if
prepared by the Court of Criminal Appeals of Tex-
as.

(d) The compensation of a judge while sitting as a
commissioner of the court shall be paid out of
moneys appropriated from the General Revenue
Fund for such purpose in an amount equal to the
salary of the judges of the Court of Criminal Ap-
peals, in lieu of retirement allowance or in lieu of
the compensation he receives as an active judge of
another court. A judge sitting as a commissioner of
the court also shall receive his actual travel expense
to and from Austin, Texas, and per diem of $25 per
day while he is assigned to the Court of Criminal
Appeals in Austin.

Sec. 1a. (a) In addition to the authority granted
under the provisions of Section 1 of this Act, the
Court of Criminal Appeals of this State may appoint
a Commission to be composed of two attorneys-at-
law, having those qualifications fixed by the laws
and Constitution of this State for the Judges of the
Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas, which Commis-
sion shall be for the aid and assistance of said Court
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in disposing of the business before it; and such
Commission shall discharge such duties as may be
assigned it by the said Court. On September 1,
1971, and thereafter every two years, the Court of
Criminal Appeals may appoint two Commissioners
for terms of two years each. Each member of said
Commission shall receive for his services such sala-
ry as is now or may hereafter be provided by law.
Two stenographers for said Commission shall be
appointed by the court.

(b) In case of a vacancy on said Commission in aid
of the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas by the
death, resignation, or removal of any member there-
of, the Court of Criminal Appeals may fill the same
by appointment, and the person so appointed shall
continue in office for the unexpired portion of the
term for which the Commissioner so vacating his
office has been appointed.

(c) All opinions of said Commissioners shall be
submitted to the Court of Criminal Appeals and
shall receive the approval of said Court, or a majori-
ty of them, before handed down as opinions of said
Court, and when so approved and handed down,
shall have the same weight and legal effect as if
originally prepared and handed down by said Court
of Criminal Appeals of Texas.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1646, ch. 462, § 1, eff. May 27,

1971. Amended by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., 1st C.S., p. 14,
ch. 2, § 1, eff. Sept. 8, 1971.]
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CHAPTER ONE. TERMS AND JURISDICTION

Art,

1812. Membership.

1812a. Second Supreme Judicial District; Membership.

1813. Election and Term of Office; Special Commis-
sioner Appointed When Justice Disabled or
Called into Active Military Service.

1814. Qualifications of Judges.

1815. Special Judge.

1816. Terms of Court.

1817. - Location of Courts.

1817a. First and Fourteenth Judicial Districts, Places
Where Business Transacted: Dockets Equal-
ized.

1817a-1. First and Fourteenth Supreme Judicial Dis-
tricts; Reimbursement of Harris County.

1817b. Thirteenth Supreme Judicial District, Places
Where Business Transacted.

1817c. Place for Transaction of Business by Sixth Su-
preme Judicial District.

1817d. Eighth Supreme Judicial District, Places Where
Business Transacted.

1817e. Place for Transaction of Business by the Third
Supreme Judicial District.

18171, Second Supreme Judicial District, Places Where
Business Transacted.

1818. Adjournment.

1819. Civil Jurisdiction Defined.

1820. Judgment Conclusive on Facts.
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1822. Inquiry into Jurisdiction.

1823. Writs of Mandamus, etc.
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1825, 1826. Repealed.

Art. 1812, Membership

(a) Each Court of Appeals shall consist of a Chief
Justice and, in each respective district, the following
number of Associate Justices:

(1) First 8
(2) Second 5
(3) Third 2
(4) Fourth 6
(5) Fifth 12

(i) The transition from a six judge court to a 13
judge court shall be as follows: :

(1) September 1, 1981. Six additional justices
shall be added by appointment by the Governor with
the advice and consent of the Senate making a total
at that time of 12 justices. The justices elected to
this position in 1982 shall serve an initial term to
end December 31, 1984, or when their successors
have qualified.

(2) January 1, 1983. One additional justice shall
be added by appointment by the Governor with the
advice and consent of the Senate making a total at
that time of 13 justices. The justice elected to this
position in 1984 shall serve an initial term to end
December 31, 1984, or when his successor has quali-
fied.

(ii) In no event shall the total justices authorized
by this Act exceed a total of 13 justices in this
particular court.
(6) Sixth
(7) Seventh
(8) Eighth
(9) Ninth
(10) Tenth
(11) Eleventh
(12) Twelfth
(18) Thirteenth
(14) Fourteenth

(b) Each Court of Appeals shall sit in panels of
not less than three Justices. A majority of a panel
shall be a quorum for the transaction of business,
and the concurrence of a majority of a panel shall
be necessary for a decision. If more than one panel
is used, the Justices of the court shall periodically
rotate among the panels as provided by rules estab-
lished by the respective courts. Permanent civil
and criminal panels without rotation shall not be
established. The Chief Justice of each respective
court, under rules established by the court, shall
convene the court en banc for the transaction of all
other business and may convene the court en banc
for the purpose of hearing cases. When convened
en banc, a majority of the membership of the court
shall constitute a quorum and the concurrence of a
majority of the court sitting en bane shall be neces-
sary for a decision. Effective September 1, 1982,
the Court of Appeals for the Third Supreme Judicial
District shall consist of a Chief Justice and five
Associate Justices and may sit in panels of not less
than three Justices.
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(¢} When additional Justices of a Court of Ap-
peals are elected and qualified, they shall draw lots
for their terms of office, as provided by law for
Justices of the Courts of Appeals after the initial
creation of such courts.

(d) A Justice of the Court of Appeals may be
assigned temporarily to another Court of Appeals
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court regard-
less of whether a vacancy exists in the Court of
Appeals to which he is assigned. A qualified
retired Justice or Judge of the Supreme Court, of
the Court of Criminal Appeals, or of a Court of
Appeals may be assigned by the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court to a Court of Appeals for active
service regardless of whether a vacancy exists.
When a regular or retired Justice or Judge is as-
signed pursuant to this paragraph out of the county
of his residence, he shall, in addition to all other
compensation permitted or authorized by law, re-
ceive the same expenses and per diem as that al-

lowed a District Judge assigned pursuant to Chap- .

ter 156, Acts of the 40th Legislature, Regular Ses-
sion, 1927 (Article 200a, Vernon's Texas Civil Stat-
utes), to be paid by the state upon certificates of
approval by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
or the Chief Justice of the Court of Appeals to
which the Justice is assigned. A regular Justice
assigned to a Court of Appeals sitting out of the
county of his residence shall receive pro rata for the
time serving on assignment, additional compensa-
tion from the county or counties paying additional
compensation pursuant to Chapter 297, Acts of the
62nd Legislature, Regular Session, 1971 (Article
6819a-18a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), to an
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeals to which
the regular Justice is assigned. A retired Justice or
Judge shall receive pro rata for the time serving on
assignment from money appropriated from the gen-
eral revenue fund for such purpose an amount
representing the difference between all of the judi-
cial retirement benefits of such Justice or Judge
and the salary paid by the state to an Associate
Justice of a Court of Appeals, and from the county
or counties paying additional compensation pursu-
ant to Chapter 297, Acts of the 62nd Legislature,
Regular Session, 1971 (Article 6819a-18a, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes), to an Associate Justice of the
Court of Appeals to which assigned a pro rata
amount of that additional compensation for the time
serving on assignment.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p.
1531, ch. 624, § 1; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 776, ch. 291,
§ 31, eff. Sept. 1, 1981; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 1912, ch.
354, § 1, eff, June 16, 1983.]

Section 2 of the 1977 amendatory act provided:

“This Act takes effect on approval by the qualified voters of this
state of an amendment to the Texas Constitution providing that
each court of civil appeals shall consist of a chief justice and not
less than two associate justices.”

8.J.R. No. 45 proposing such amendment was approved by the
voters in an election held November 7, 1978.

WTSC Civil Statutes—3
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Second Supreme Judicial District;
Membership

Notwithstanding Section (a), Article 1812, Revised
Statutes, the Court of Appeals for the Second Su-
preme Judicial District is composed of a chief justice
and six associate justices.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 5446, ch. 1022, § 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1983.]

Art. 1812a.

Art. 1813. Election and Term of Office; Special
Commissioner Appointed When Jus-
tice Disabled or Called into Active
Military Service

(a) The Justices of each Court of Appeals shall be
elected at the general election by the qualified vot-
ers of their respective districts. Upon their qualifi-
cation, after the first election after the creation of
any Court of Appeals, the Justices shall draw lots
for the terms of office; those drawing number one
(1) shall hold for the term of two (2) years; those
drawing number two (2) shall hold for a term of
four (4) years; and those drawing number three (3)
shall hold office for six (6) years. Each of said
offices shall be filled by election at the next general
election before the respective terms expire; and the
person elected shall thereafter hold his office for six
(6) years.

(b) After any Justice of any Court of Appeals has
become totally disabled to discharge any of the
duties of his office, by reason of illness, physical or
mental, and has remained in such condition continu-
ously for a period of not less than one (1) year, and
if it is probable that such illness will be permanent,
and is of such a nature that it will probably continue
to incapacitate such Justice for the balance of his
term of office, it shall be the duty of the other
Justices' of the Court of which such incapacitated
Justice is a member to certify such facts to the
Governor. Upon receipt of such certificate by the
Governor, he shall make proper investigation touch-
ing the matters therein contained and if he shall
determine that the facts contained in such certifi-
cate are true, and that a necessity exists therefor,
he shall forthwith appoint a Special Commissioner
having the requisite qualifications of a member of
such Court to assist the same. Such Special Com-
missioner, when so appointed, may sit with such
Court, hear arguments on submitted cases, and
write opinions thereon if directed to do so by the
Court; and said opinions, if adopted by the Court,
shall become thereupon the opinions of the Court.

(¢) The Commissioner herein provided for, when
appointed by the Governor, shall receive the same
compensation as the regular Justices of the Court
of Appeals, and he shall serve until the death or
expiration of the term of the disabled member;
provided that in no event shall the term of service
continue for a longer time than two (2) years under
the same appointment; and provided further, that in
the event the disabled Justice shall recover from his
disability, the term of such Special Commissioner
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shall immediately end. In the event of such recov-
ery, a majority of the Justices of said Court shall
certify such fact to the Governor, and such certifi-
cate shall be conclusive evidence of the recovery of
said disabled Justice.

(d) Whenever any Justice of any Court of Ap-
peals is called or ordered into the active military
service of the United States, it shall be the duty of
the other Justices of the Court of which such Jus-
tice is a member, to certify that fact to the Gover-
nor. Upon receipt of such certificate by the Gover-
nor, he shall make proper investigation touching the
matters therein contained, and if he shall determine
that the facts contained in such certificate are true,
and that a necessity exists therefor, he shall forth-
with appoint a Special Commissioner having the
requisite qualifications of a member of such Court
to assist the same. Such Special Commissioner,
when so appointed, may sit with such Court, hear
arguments on submitted cases, and write opinions
thereon if directed to do so by the Court; and said
opinions, if adopted by the Court, shall become
thereupon the opinions of the Court.

(e) Such Special Commissioner, when so appoint-
ed by the Governor, shall receive the same compen-
sation as the regular Justices of the Court of Ap-
peals, and shall serve until the Justice who has been
so called or ordered into the active military service
of the United States is discharged from such mili-
tary service, or until the expiration of the term of
office of such Justice; provided that in no event
shall the term of service of such Special Commis-
sioner continue for a longer period than two (2)
years under the same appointment; and provided
further that when such Justice so called or ordered
into the active military service of the United States
is discharged from such active military service, the
term of such Special Commissioner shall immediate-
ly end. When the active military service of such
Justice shall have terminated, the other Justices of
such Court of Appeals shall certify that fact to the
Governor, and their certificate shall be conclusive
evidence of the facts so certified.

(f) Nothing in this Act shall be considered as

giving any members of any Court of Appeals, or the
Governor, the power or authority to remove or
suspend any member of the Court of Appeals from
office, or to in any manner interfere with him in his
Constitutional rights and powers.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1936, 44th Leg.,
3rd C.S. p. 2108, ch. 509, § 1; Acts 1937, 45th Leg., p. 297,
ch. 154, § 1; Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 170, ch. 123, § 1;
Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 778, ch. 291, § 32, eff. Sept. 1,
1981.]

Art. 1814. AQualifications of Judges

No person shall be eligible to serve in the office
of Justice of a Court of Appeals unless the person is
licensed to practice law in this state and at the time
of election is a citizen of the United States and of
this state, has attained the age of thirty-five years,
is a resident of the district from which he is elected,

COURTS OF APPEALS

1418

and has been a practicing lawyer, or a lawyer and
judge of a court of record together, at least ten
years. :

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
779, ch. 291, § 33, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1815. Special Judge

If all or any two members of any Court of Civil
Appeals shall be disqualified to determine any cause
in such court, that fact shall be certified to the
Governor, who shall immediately commission the
requisite number of persons, learned in the law, to
try and determine said cause.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1816. Terms of Court
The term of each Court of Appeals of the State of
Texas shall begin and end with each calendar year.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p.
120, ch. 79, § 1; Acts 1927, 40th Leg., 1st C.S., p. 147, ch.
50, § 1; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 779, ch. 291, § 34, eff.
Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1817. Location of Courts

A Court of Appeals shall be held at the following
places, respectively:

1. In the First Supreme Judicial District, in the
city of Houston;

2. In the Second Supreme Judicial District, in
the city of Fort Worth;

3. In the Third Supreme Judicial District, in the
city of Austin;

4. In the Fourth Supreme Judicial District, in the
city of San Antonio;

5. In the Fifth Supreme Judicial District, in the
city of Dallas;

6. In the Sixth Supreme Judicial District, in the
city of Texarkana;

7. In the Seventh Supreme Judicial District, in
the city of Amarillo;

8. In the Eighth Supreme Judicial District, in the
city of El Paso;

9. In the Ninth Supreme Judicial District, in the
city of Beaumont;

10. In the Tenth Supreme Judicial District, in
the city of Waco; ‘

11. In the Eleventh Supreme Judicial District, in
the city of Eastland;

12. In the Twelfth Supreme Judicial District, in
the city of Tyler;

13. In the Thirteenth Supreme Judicial District,
in the city of Corpus Christi; and

14. In the Fourteenth Supreme Judicial District,
in the city of Houston.

The cities of Beaumont and Waco, and Eastland
County, respectively, shall furnish and equip suit-
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able rooms for the respective Courts of Appeals
therein, and the justices thereof, and the County of
Harris shall furnish and equip suitable rooms in
Houston for the Courts of Appeals for the First and
Fourteenth Supreme Judicial Districts, and for the
justices thereof, all without cost or expense to the
state. The city of Tyler and Smith County and the
city of Corpus Christi and Nueces County, respec-
tively, shall furnish and equip suitable rooms and a
library for the respective Courts of Appeals located
therein, and for the justices thereof, all without cost
or expense to the state.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p.
1263, ch. 421, § 1; Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 539, ch. 198,
§ 2; Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1953, ch. 728, § 2, eff. Sept. 1,
1967; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 779, ch. 291, § 35, eff. Sept.
1, 1981]

Art. 1817a. First and Fourteenth Judicial Dis-
- tricts, Places Where Business

Transacted: Dockets Equalized

(a) The Courts of Appeals for the First and the
Fourteenth Supreme Judicial Districts may transact
their business in any county in the First Supreme
Judicial District as each court shall determine it
necessary and convenient.

(b) All civil and criminal cases directed to a Court
of Appeals within the First Supreme Judicial Dis-
trict shall be filed in either the First or Fourteenth
Court of Appeals as provided by this Act. The trial
clerk shall write the numbers of the two Courts of
Appeals on identical slips of paper and place the
slips in a container. When a notice of appeal or
appeal bond is filed, the trial court clerk shall draw
a number from the container at random, in a public
place, and shall assign the case and any companion
cases to the Court of Appeals for the corresponding
number drawn.  Subject to the provisions of Article
1738, Revised Statutes, the clerks of the First and
the Fourteenth Supreme Judicial Districts may from
time to time equalize the dockets of the two courts
by transferring cases from one court to the other.
The court to which the case is transferred has
jurisdiction over the matter.

(¢} The First and Fourteenth Courts of Appeals
shall establish a central clerk’s office and offices for
judges and other support personnel in Houston.
The Courts of Appeals may establish offices for the
clerks, judges, and other support personnel of the
courts in other counties in the courts’ district as
each court determines necessary and convenient.

(d) Each of the judges on the Courts of Appeals
shall designate on the records of the court in which
the judge serves the county of his permanent resi-
dence. The county of a judge’s permanent resi-
dence is the judge’s permanent post of duty.

[Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 1263, ch. 421, § 2. Amended by
Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1954, ch. 728, § 3, eff. Sept. 1,
1967; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 780, ch. 291, § 36, eff. Sept.
1, 1981; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4148, ch. 653, § 1, eff.
Sept. 1, 1983.]
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Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1952, ch. 728, 8§ 1, 2 amended articles
198 and 1817; sections 4 to 6 of the act provided:

“Sec. 4. (a) On or before the 10th day after this Act takes
effect, the Governor shall, by and with the consent of the Senate if
in session, appoint one chief and two associate justices for the
Fourteenth Supreme Judicial District.

“(b) To be eligible for appointment to the court, a person must
possess the qualifications preseribed by Article 1814, Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, 1925. .

“(c) The justices appointed hold their offices until the next
general election at which justices shall be elected and qualify in
accordance with Article 1813, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas,
1925, as amended.

“See. 5. The following sums or as much of them as may be
necessary for the objectives and purposes shown are appropriated
from the General Revenue Fund for the expenses of the Four-
teenth Supreme Judicial District for the fiscal year ending August
31, 1968.

Fourteenth District, Houston
Personal Services—

1. Judges, 8 at $24,000 $72,000
2. Clerk 10,000
3. Deputy Clerk 5,616
4. Stenographer III 5,616
Subtotal, Personal Services $93,232

5. Consumable supplies and materials, current and re-

curring operating expenses (excluding travel ex-
pense), and capital outlay _ 3,400

Total, Fourteenth District,

Houston $96,632

“Sec. 6. This Act takes effect on September 1, 1967.”

Art. 1817a-1. First and Fourteenth Supreme Ju-
dicial Districts; Reimbursement of

Harris County

Sec. 1. The counties other than Harris County
composing the First and Fourteenth Supreme Judi-
cial Districts shall annually reimburse Harris Coun-
ty for the costs incurred by Harris County during
its previous fiscal year for:

(1) supplemental salaries and fringe benefits for
the justices for those courts; and

(2) furnishings, equipment, supplies, and utility
expenses for those courts.

Sec. 2. (a) Each county shall pay a share based
on the proportion its population bears to the total
population of all the counties in those districts ac-
cording to the most recent federal census.

(b) A éounty shall pay its share not later than the
60th day after the beginning of the county’s fiscal
year.

Sec. 3. The Commissioners Court of Harris
County shall provide each county lable for the
expenses with a statement of that county’s share.
The statement must be approved by the chief jus-
tices of the courts of appeal of the First and Four-
teenth Supreme Judicial Districts.
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Sec. 4. This Act applies to reimbursement of
expenses incurred in the fiscal year 1984 and there-
after,

[Acts 19883, 68th Leg., p. 4085, ch. 642, §8 1 to 4, eff. Aug.
29, 1983.]

Art. 1817b. Thirteenth Supreme Judicial Dis-
trict, Places Where Business
Transacted

The Court of Appeals for the Thirteenth Supreme
Judicial District may transact its business at the
county seat of any of the counties within its district,
as the Court shall determine is necessary and conve-

nient, providing that all cases originating in Nueces

County shall be heard and transacted in such coun-
ty.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 2357, ¢h. 726, § 1, eff. Sept. 1,
1975. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 780, ch. 291,
§ 37, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Section 2 of the 1975 Act provided: “All laws or parts of laws in
conflict herewith are hereby repealed to the extent of such con-
flict.”

Art. 1817¢c. Place for Transaction bof Business by
Sixth Supreme Judicial District

The Court of Appeals for the Sixth Supreme
Judicial District may transact its business either in
the city of Texarkana or in the courthouse building
of the county seat of any of the counties within its
district, as the court determines is necessary or
convenient, except that all cases originating in Bow-
ie County shall be heard and transacted in the city
of Texarkana.

[Acts 1981, 6Tth Leg., p. 1873, ch. 449, § 1, eff. June 11,
1981.]

Art. 1817d. Eighth Supreme Judicial District,
Places Where Business Transacted

The Court of Civil Appeals for the Eighth Su-
preme Judicial District may transact its business at
the county seat of any of the counties within its
district, as the court shall determine it necessary
and convenient, providing that all cases originating
in El Paso County shall be heard and transacted in
said county.

[Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 864, ch. 308, § 1, eff. June 8,
1981.]
Section 2 of the 1981 Act provides:

“All laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such conflict.”

Art. 1817e. Place for Transaction of Business by

the Third Supreme Judicial District

The Court of Appeals for the Third Supreme
Judicial District may transact its business at the
county seat of any of the counties within its district,
as the court determines is necessary and conve-
nient, except that all cases originating in Travis
County shall be heard and transacted in that coun-
ty.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 2164, ch. 399, § 1, eff. Aug. 29,
1983.]
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Art. 1817f. Second Supremé Judicial District,
Places Where Business Transacted

The Court of Appeals for the Second Supreme
Judicial District may transact its business in any
county in the district as the court determines is
necessary or convenient.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4149, ch. 653, § 2, eff. Sept. 1,
1983.]

Art. 1818. Adjournment

Such courts may adjourn from day to day or for
such time as they may deem proper. If a quorum is
not present at the first or any day of the term, any
judge of the court or the bailiff thereof may adjourn
the court from time to time until a quorum shall be
in attendance, but the court shall not be finally
adjourned for the term.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1819. Civil Jurisdiction Defined

The appellate jurisdiction of the Courts of Ap-
peals shall extend to all civil cases within the limits
of their respective districts of which the District
Courts and County Courts have or assume jurisdic-
tion when the amount in controversy or the judg-
ment rendered shall exceed One Hundred Dollars
(3100) exclusive of interest and costs; provided,
however, that if any Court of Appeals having juris-
diction of a cause, matter or controversy requiring
immediate action shall, by reason of the illness or
absence or unavailability of such number of judges
that reduces the membership of the court below
three (8), be unable to take such immediate action,
then the nearest available Court of Appeals may
take such action as may be required in regard to
said cause, matter or controversy under such rules
as the Supreme Court may prescribe.

[Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 1279, ch. 426, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 780, ch. 291, § 38, eff. Sept. 1,
1981.]

Section 149 of the 1981 amendatory act provides, in part: “This
Act takes effect on September 1, 1981. Appeals to the courts of
appeals filed on or after that date shall be filed in the court of
appeals having jurisdiction.”

Art. 1820. Judgment Conclusive on Facts

The judgments of the Courts of Appeals in civil
cases shall be conclusive in all cases on the facts of
the case.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
781, ch. 291, § 39, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1821.

Except as herein otherwise provided, the judg-
ments of the Courts of Appeals in civil cases shall
be conclusive on the law and facts, nor shall a writ
of error be allowed thereto from the Supreme Court
in the following cases, to wit:

1. Any civil case appealed from the County
Court or from a District Court, when, under the
Constitution a County Court would have had origi-

Judgment Conclusive on Law
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nal or appellate jurisdiction to try it, except in
probate matters, and in cases involving the Revenue
Laws of the State or the validity or construction of
a Statute.

2. All cases of slander.

3. All cases of divorce or child custody, support,
or reciprocal support.

4. All cases of contested elections of every char-
acter other than for State officers, except where the
validity of a Statute is questioned by the decision.

5. In all appeals from interlocutory orders ap-
pointing receivers or trustees, or such other inter-
locutory appeals as may be allowed by law.

6. In all appeals from orders or judgments in
suits where a temporary injunction has been grant-
ed or.refused or when a motion to dissolve has been
granted or overruled.

7. In all other cases as to law and facts except
where appellate jurisdiction is given to the Supreme
Court and not made final in said Courts of Appeals.

It is provided, however, that nothing contained
herein shall be construed to deprive the Supreme
Court of jurisdiction of any civil case brought to the
Court of Appeals from an appealable judgment of
the trial court in which the judges of the Courts of
Appeals may disagree upon any question of law
material to the decision, or in which one of the
Courts of Appeals holds differently from a prior
decision of another Court of Appeals or. of the
Supreme Court upon a question of law, as provided
for in Subdivisions (1) and (2) of Article 1728.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
68, ch. 33, & 1; Acts 1953, 53rd Leg., p. 1026, ch. 424, § 2;
Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 781, ch. 291, § 40, eff. Sept. 1,
1981; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4767, ch. 839, § 1, eff. June
19, 1983.]

Art. 1822,

Said courts shall have power, upon affidavit or
otherwise as by the courts may be thought proper,
to ascertain such matters of fact as may be neces-

Inquiry into Jurisdiction

sary to the proper exercise of their jurisdiction. .

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84,

Art. 1823. Writs of Mandamus, etc.

Said courts and the judges thereof may issue
writs of mandamus and all other writs necessary to
enforce the jurisdiction of said courts.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1824, May Mandamus District Courts

Said Courts or any Justice thereof, in vacation,
may issue all writs of Mandamus agreeable to the
principles of law regulating such writs, against any
Judge of a District or County Court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.

68, ch. 33, § 1; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4768, ch. 839, § 3,
eff. June 19, 1983.]
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Art. 1824a. May Issue Writs of Habeas Corpus

Whenever any person is restrained in his liberty
within a supreme judicial district, the court of ap-
peals of such district, or any of the justices thereof,
shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the supreme
court to issue the writ of habeas corpus whenever it
appears that such restraint of liberty is by virtue of
any order, process, or commitment issued by any
court or judge on account of the violation of any
order, judgment, or decree theretofore made, ren-
dered, or entered by such court or judge in a divorce
case, wife or child support case, or child custody
case. Said court or any justice thereof, pending the
hearing of application for such writ, may admit to
bail any person to whom the writ of habeas corpus
may be so granted.

[Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p. 249, ch. 96, § 1, eff. April 28,
1969. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 781, ch. 291,
§ 41, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1825. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1)

Art. 1826. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
2536, ch. 831, § 6, eff. Aug. 30, 1971

See, now, article 1911a.

CHAPTER TWO. CLERKS AND EMPLOYES

Art. ,

1827.  Appointment of Clerk.

1828. Bond

1829. Removal.

1830.  Seal of Court.

1831.  Records and Judgments.

1831a. Repealed.

1831b. Reproduction, Recording, and Retention of
Records.

1832.  Librarian.

1833. Deputy Clerks.

1834.  Disposition of Costs.

1835. Report of Costs Collected.

1836.  Stenographers.

1836a. Purchase of Law Books From Fees.

1836b, 1836¢c. Repealed.

Art. 1827,

Each Court of Appeals shall appoint for a term of
two years one Clerk who shall reside within a
county which is a part of the Supreme Judicial
District of the Court of Appeals making the appoint-
ment. Such appointment shall be recorded in the
minutes of the court. Whenever the necessity oc-
curs, the court may appoint a Clerk Pro Tem.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1957, 55th Leg.,

2nd C.8,, p. 173, ch. 16, § 1; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 782,
ch. 291, § 42, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.] ’

Appointment of Clerk

Art. 1828. Bond

The clerk shall first make a bond for five thou-
sand dollars payable to the Governor, conditioned



Art. 1828

for the faithful performance of the duties of his
office, to be approved by any judge of his court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1957, 55th Leg.,
2nd C.S., p. 173, ch. 16, § 1.]

Art. 1829. Removal

The clerk may be removed by the court for ne-
glect of duty or malfeasance in office on motion
specifying the particular charge preferred. In such
case the court shall determine the law and the facts
after having given such clerk ten days previous
notice of the hearing.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1957, 55th Leg.,
2nd C.S., p. 173, ch. 16, § 1.]

Art. 1830. Seal of Court

Each clerk shall procure a seal for the use of the
court, which shall have a star of five points with
“Court of Appeals of the State of Texas” engraved
thereon.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1957, 55th Leg.,
2nd C.S,, p. 173, ch. 16, § 1; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 782,
ch. 291, § 43, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1831. Records and Judgments

(a) Each clerk shall file and carefully preserve all
records certified to his court and all papers relative
thereto; docket all causes in the order in which they
are filed; record the proceedings of said court,
except opinions and orders on motions, and certify
their judgments to the proper courts.

(b) Upon the issuance of the mandate in each
case, the clerk shall notify the attorneys of record in
the case that:

(1) exhibits submitted to the court by a party may
be withdrawn by that party or the party’s attorney
of record;

(2) exhibits on file with the court will be de-
stroyed 10 years after final disposition of the case
or at such earlier time as may be ordered by the
court.

(c) No sooner than 60 and no later than 90 days
after final disposition of a case, the clerk shall
remove and destroy all duplicate papers in the file
on record of that case.

(d) The clerk shall, after any civil case in said
court has been finally disposed of for a period of ten
years, destroy all records filed in said court in
connection therewith except:

(1) those records which contain highly concentrat-
ed, unique, and valuable information unlikely to be
found in any other source available to researchers,
as determined by the clerk or other person designat-
ed by the court, which records may be transferred
to a public or private library or other agency con-
cerned with the preservation of historical docu-
ments, which library or agency may then determine
which records to preserve; and

(2) indexes, original opinions, minutes, and gener-
al court dockets, unless these documents are micro-
filmed, microfiched, or otherwise reduced for per-
manent retention, in which case the original docu-
ments shall be destroyed.
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(e) The clerk shall retain other records of the

court, such as financial records, administrative cor-
respondence, and other materials not related to par-
ticular cases for the period of time specified by
order of the court.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
540, ch. 263, § 1; Aects 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2350, ch. 713,
§ 1, eff. June 8, 1971; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 782, ch.
291, § 44, eff. Sept. 1, 1981; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4091,
ch. 645, § 1, eff. Aug. 29, 1983; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p.
5447, ch. 1023, § 1, eff. June 19, 1983.]

Art. 1831a. Repealed by Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p.
4094, ch. 645, § 3, eff. Aug. 29, 1983

Art. 1831b. Reproduction, Recording, and Reten-
tion of Records

Plan for Reproduction

Sec. 1. The clerks of the courts of appeals may,
pursuant to their duty to preserve indexes, original
opinions, minutes, and general court dockets, pro-
vide a plan for the reproduction by microfilm or
other process which correctly and legibly reproduc-
es or which forms a medium of copying or reproduc-
ing these records. The plan shall be in writing and
shall include provisions for maintenance, retention,
security, and retrieval of all records so micerofilmed
or otherwise duplicated.

Contents of Plan; Standards

Sec. 2. The plan shall include setting standards
for:

(1) organizing, identifying, coding, and indexing
so that the image produced during the microfilming
or other duplicating process can be certified as a
true and correct copy of the original and may be
retrieved rapidly; )

(2) materials used in the microfilming or other
process which correctly and legibly reproduces or
which forms a medium of copying or reproducing all
records as authorized by this Act, and all processes
of development, fixation, and washing of the photo-
graphic duplicates to be of quality approved for
permanent photographic records by the United
States Bureau of Standards; and

(8) permanent retention of the records and securi-
ty provisions to guard against physical loss, altera-
tions, and deterioration.

Adoption of Plan

Sec. 8. The clerk or clerks may present the plan
in writing to the justices of the court of appeals. If
a majority of such justices determine that the plan
meets the requirements set forth in Section 2 of this
Act, they shall so inform the clerks in writing, and
the clerks may adopt the plan. The decision of the
justices shall be entered in the minutes of the court,
and thereafter all reproductions of original docu-
ments of the court made in accordance with the plan
shall be considered to be the original records for all
purposes and shall be so accepted by courts and
administrative agencies in this state. All tran-
scripts, exemplifications, copies, or reproductions on
paper or on film of an image or images of any
microfilmed or otherwise duplicated record shall be
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deemed to be certified copies of the original for all
purposes.

Destruction of duplicated originals

Sec. 4. Upon certification of the clerk to the

court that all requirements have been met and are
on record as provided by this plan, the clerk may
destroy the indexes, original opinions, minutes, and
general court dockets which have been microfilmed
or otherwise duplicated. .
[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 342, ch. 169, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.
Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 783, ch. 291, § 46,
eff. Sept. 1, 1981; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4092, ch. 645,
§ 2, eff. Aug. 29, 1983]

Art. 1832. Librarian

Each clerk shall be librarian in charge of the
library of his court, and shall take charge of, keep
in good order and make catalogs of the books
thereof.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1833. Deputy Clerks

With the approval of the court, each clerk may
appoint such deputies as may be provided by the
appropriations act of the legislature. Each deputy
shall give bond to the clerk for the faithful dis-
charge of his duty.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
784, ch. 291, § 47, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1834. Disposition of Costs

Each clerk of a Court of Appeals shall collect and
pay into the State Treasury all costs collected by
him, under such regulations as the Comptroller may
prescribe and the justices of said Court approve.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
784, ch. 291, § 48, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1835. Report of Costs Collected

Each clerk shall, within ten days after the first
day of January and July, make a sworn report to his
court showing the amount of costs collected by him
during the previous six months, the causes in which
the same were collected, and the disposition made of
such costs. This report shall be filed with the
financial records of said court.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p.
5448, ch. 1023, § 2, eff. June 19, 1983.]

Art. 1836, Stenographers

Each court may appoint one stenographer who
shall be sworn to keep secret all matters which may
come to his knowledge as such stenographer, and
who shall give bond for two thousand dollars pay-
able to the State of Texas, conditioned for the
faithful performance of his duties, to be approved
by the Chief Justice of said Court.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1836a. Purchase of Law Books From Fees

Sec. 1. Deleted by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 785,
ch. 291, § 49, eff. Sept. 1, 1981,

Sec. 1~a. The Clerks of the Courts of Appeals
shall be and are hereby authorized to purchase
additional law books for the use of said Courts out
of the fees collected by said Courts; such expendi-

COURTS OF APPEALS

Art. 1850

tures shall not exceed annually the specific amounts
of such fees additionally authorized for such pur-
pose in the General Appropriation Acts of the Legis-
lature made biennially for the support and mainte-

‘nance of the Judiciary Department of the State

Government. Provided, however, that all such fees
collected by any clerk or other officer of any Court
of Appeals within this State shall be deposited in
the State Treasury to the credit of the court so
collecting - and depositing same, and the expendi-
tures out of said fund for the foregoing purposes
shall be upon a warrant drawn upon the State
Treasury by the State Comptroller, as may be pro-
vided for in the General Appropriation Bill for the
Judiciary of this State.
[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 233, ch. 98, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p. 287, ch. 104, § 1; Acts 1981, 67th
Leg., p. 785, ch. 291, 8 49, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]
Arts. 1836b, 1836¢c. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th
Leg., p. 785, ch. 291, §§ 50, 51, eff.
Sept. 1, 1981

Art CHAPTER THREE. PROCEEDINGS

1837 to 1840. Repealed.
1840~-A. Amendment of Appeal Bonds.
1841 to 1850. Repealed.

Arts. 1837, 1838. Repealed by Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201,
§1)

‘Art. 1839. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.

785, ch. 291, § 52, eff. Sept. 1, 1981

Art. 1840. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1)

Art. 1840-A. Amendment of Appeal Bonds
When an appeal has been or shall be taken from
the judgment of any of the courts of this State by
filing a bond or entering into a recognizance within
the time prescribed by law in such cases, and it shall
be determined by the court to which appeal is taken
that such bond or recognizance is defective in form
or substance; such Appellate Court may allow the
appellant to amend such bond or recognizance by
filing a new bond on such terms as the court may
prescribe.
[Acts 1981, 42nd Leg., p. 315, ch. 187, § 1.]

Partial Repeal

Repealed insofar as article relates to
the Civil Appellate Courts, see Vernon's
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 430.

Arts. 1841 to 1849. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, 8§ 1)

Art. 1850. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
785, ch. 291, § 53, eff. Sept. 1, 1981

CHAPTER FOUR. CERTIFICATION
OF QUESTIONS
Art.
1851, 1851a. Repealed.
1852 to 1855. Repealed.



Art. 1851

Art. 1851. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1)
Art. 1851a. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.

785, ch. 291, § 54, eff. Sept. 1, 1981

Arts. 1852 to 1855. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, § 1)

CHAPTER FIVE. JUDGMENT OF
THE COURT

Arts. 1856 to 1872. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, 8§ 1)

CHAPTER SIX. CONCLUSIONS OF
FACT AND LAW

Arts. 1873 to 1876. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, § 1
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CHAPTER SEVEN. REHEARING

Arts. 1877 to 1880. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201, 8 1)

CHAPTER EIGHT. WRIT OF ERROR TO
SUPREME COURT
Art.

1881 to 1883. Repealed.
1883a. Transferred to Article 2249a.

Arts. 1881 to 1883. Repealed by Rules of Civil
Procedure (Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
201,8 1)

Art. 1883a. Transferred to Article 2249a
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Chapter Article
1. Thedudge........oooviiiiiiviiininnsn 1884
2. DistrictClerk ... ... i 1894
3. Powers and Jurisdiction .................. ... 1906
4. TermsofCourt. . ... ..., 1919
4A. Family District Courts ...................... 1926a
5. Criminal District Courts . ................... 1926-1
CHAPTER ONE. THE JUDGE
Art.
1884. Election and Qualification.

1885. Disqualification.

1886. Record of Agreement.

1887. Special Judge, When.

1888. Voting for Special Judge.

1889. Election for Special Judge.

1890. Failure of Officers to Act.

1891. Record of the Election.

1892. Effect of Such Record.

1893. Other Elections for Special Judge.

Art. 1884. Election and Qualification

For each judicial district there shall be elected at
the general election for a term of four years a judge
who shall be at least twenty-five years of age, a
practicing attorney or a judge of a court in this
State for four years and a resident of the district in
which he is elected for two years next before his
election. He shall reside in his district during his
term of office.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84

Art. 1885. Disqualification

No change of venue shall be necessary because of
the disqualification of a district judge, but he shall
immediately certify his disqualification to the Gov-
ernor, whereupon the Governor shall designate
some district judge in an adjoining district to ex-
change and try such case or cases, and he shall
notify both of said judges of such order; and such
judges shall exchange districts for the purpose of
disposing of such case or cases. If said judges be
prevented from exchanging districts, the parties or
their counsels may agree upon an attorney of the
court for the trial thereof, and failing to agree, such
fact shall be certified to the Governor by the district
judge, or the special judge, whereupon the Governor
shall appoint a person legally qualified to act as
judge in the trial of the case.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1886. Record of Agreerﬁent

Whenever a special judge is agreed upon for the
trial of a particular cause, the clerk shall enter in

the minutes of the court, as a part of the proceed-
ings in such cause, a record showing:

1. That the judge of the court was disqualified
to try the cause; and

2. That such special judge (naming him) was, by
consent agreed upon by the parties to try the cause;
and

8. That the oath prescribed by law has been duly
administered to him.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1887,

Should the judge of a district court on the first or
any future day of a term, fail or refuse to hold the
court, the practicing lawyers of the court present
may elect from among their number a special judge
who shall hold the court and proceed with the
business thereof.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Special Judge, When

Art. 1888. Voting for Special Judge

Such election shall be by ballot, and each practic-
ing lawyer in attendance at such court shall be
entitled to participate in such election and shall be
entitled to one vote. A majority of the votes of the
lawyers participating shall be necessary to the elec-
tion of such special judge.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1889. Election for Special Judge

The election shall be conducted as follows: The
sheriff or constable shall make proclamation at the
court house door that the election of a special judge
of the court is about to be made by the practicing
lawyers present; the clerk shall then make a list of
the practicing lawyers present; and such lawyers
shall then organize and hold the election.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84)]

Art. 1890. Failure of Officers to Act

Should the sheriff, constable, and clerk, or either
of them, fail or refuse to act, the said practicing
lawyers may nevertheless proceed to organize them-
selves into such electoral body, and appoint a sher-
iff and clerk pro tempore to do the duties of such
officers respectively.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1891

Art. 1891. Record of the Election

The clerk shall enter upon the minutes of the
court a record of the election of such special judge,
showing:

1. The names of all the practicing lawyers
present and participating in such election.

2. The fact that the public proclamation was
made at the court house door that such election was
about to take place.

3. The number of ballots polled at such election
and the number polled for each person, and the
result of the election.

4, That the oath prescribed by law has been duly
administered to the special judge.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1892. Effect of Such Record

The record of such proceedings, substantially
complying with the requirements of the law, shall
be conclusive evidence of the election and qualifica-
tion of such special judge.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1893. Other Elections for Special Judge

Like elections may be held from time to time
during the term of the court to supply the absence,
failure or inability of the judge, or of any special
judge, to perform the duties of the office.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

CHAPTER TWO. DISTRICT CLERK

Art.

1894, Election and Power.

1895.  Vacancy.

1896. Clerk Pro Tem.

1897. Bond, QOath, and Insurance.

1898.  Deputies.

1899. To Record Proceedings.

1899a. Records of District Clerk.

1899b. Recording Proceedings of More Than One Court.

1899¢c. Record of Drug-Related Felony Convictions and
Periodic Notification of Licensing Boards.

1900. Report of Fines and Jury Fees.

1901. Custody and Care of Records; Removal of Old
Records; Deposit in Museum.

1901a. Destruction of Records by Shredding.

1902, Indexes to Judgments.

1903. Joint Clerk; Separation of County and District
Clerk Offices; Election.

1904. Use of Court Seal.

1905.  Seal of the Court.

Art. 1894. Election and Power

A clerk of the district court of each county shall
be elected at each general election for a term of two
years. Each such clerk shall have power to admin-
ister oaths and affirmations required in the dis-
charge of their official duties, to take the deposi-
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tions of witnesses, and generally to perform all such
duties as are or may be imposed upon them by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
572, ch. 277, § 1.]

Increase in Term of Office

Const. Art. 5, § 9 was amended in No-
vember, 1954, to increase the term of of-
fice of clerks of district court from two to
Jour years.

Art. 1895. Vacancy

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of dis-
trict clerk, it shall be filled by the district judge of
such county; and such appointee shall give bond
and qualify and may hold his office until the next
general election. Where a vacancy occurs in a
county having two or more district courts, the va-
cancy shall be filled by the judges of such courts;
and if they fail to agree, the Governor, upon the
certificate of such judges, shall order a special
election to fill such vacancy.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1896. Clerk Pro Tem

Where a district clerk is a party to any pending or
proposed suit, motion or proceeding in his court, the
district judge in whose court the same may be
pending or proposed, shall, on application of any
person interested, or on his own motion, appoint a
clerk pro tempore for the purposes of such suit,
motion or proceeding. Such temporary clerk shall
take an oath to faithfully and impartially perform
the duties of such appointment, and shall also enter
into bond, payable to the State of Texas, in an
amount to be fixed by the judge and to be approved
by him, conditioned for the faithful performance of
his duties under such appointment. Such appointee
shall perform each duty required by law of the clerk
in the particular suit, motion or proceeding in which
he may be appointed.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1897. Bond, Oath, and Insurance

Bond and QOath

Sec. 1. Each district clerk shall, before entering
upon the duties of his office, give bond either with
two or more good and sufficient sureties or with a
surety company authorized to do business in Texas
as a surety to be approved by the commissioners
court in an amount equal to not less than $5,000 nor
less than 20 percent of the maximum amount of
fees collected in any year during the previous term
of office immediately preceding the term of office
for which the bond is to be given, but in no event to
exceed $100,000, conditioned for the faithful dis-
charge of the duties of his office. Said clerk shall
also take and subscribe the official oath which shall
be endorsed on the bond, and the bond and oath so
taken and approved shall be filed and recorded in
the office of the county clerk.
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Deputies and Employees; Bond

Sec. 2. Each district clerk shall obtain a surety
bond covering his deputy or a schedule surety bond
or a blanket surety bond covering his deputies, if
more than one, and all employees of his office.
Each deputy and each employee shall be covered for
the same conditions and in the same amount as the
district clerk.

Beneficiaries of Bonds

Sec. 8. The bond covering the district clerk shall
be made payable to the governor and the bond or
" bonds covering the deputies and the employees of
the district clerk shall be made payable to the
governor for the use and benefit of the district
clerk. i

Errors and Omissions Insurance

Sec. 4. (a) Each district clerk shall obtain an
errors and omissions insurance policy, covering the
district clerk and the deputy or deputies of the
district clerk against liabilities incurred through er-
rors and omissions in the performance of the official
duties of said district clerk and the deputy or depu-
ties of said district clerk; with the amount of the
policy being in an amount equal to a maximum
amount of fees collected in any year during the
previous term of office immediately preceding the
term of office for which said insurance policy is to
be obtained, but in no event shall the amount of the
policy be for less then $10,000 or more than $700,-
000.

(b) Commissioners courts of each county may es-
tablish a contingency fund for the purpose of pro-
viding coverage to the extent required by this arti-
cle where it is determined by the district clerk that
insurance coverage is unavailable to provide such
coverage. District clerks of those counties where a
contingency fund is established may collect an addi-
tional filing fee to be determined by the commission-
ers court in an amount not to exceed $5 for each
suit filed. When the contingency fund has reached
an amount equal to that required by Subsection (a)
of this section, the contingency fee shall no longer
be collected.

Burglary, Theft, Robbery, ete. Insurance

See. 5. Each district clerk shall obtain an insur-
ance policy to cover any loss due to burglary, theft,
robbery, counterfeit currency, and destruction, with
the amount of policy being in an amount not to
exceed $20,000.

Payment of Premiums

Sec. 6. The premiums for the bonds and the
insurance policies required by this article to be
given or to be obtained by the district clerk of each
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county shall be paid by the commissioners court of
the county out of the general fund of the county.

{Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p.
1711, ch. 561, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1969; Acts 1979, 66th Leg.,
p. 1506, ch. 650, § 1, eff. Aug. 27, 1979; Acts 1981, 6Tth
Leg., p. 2071, ch. 462, § 1, eff. June 11, 1981.]

Art. 1898. Deputies

The distriet clerk may, in writing, under his hand
and the seal of his court, appoint one or more
deputies. The appointment shall be recorded in the
office of the county clerk. Such deputies shall take
the official oath, and shall act in the name of their
principal, and may do and perform all such official
acts as may be lawfully done and performed by
such clerk in person. If the clerk does not reside at
the county seat he shall have a deputy residing
there.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
2717, ch. 128, § 1.]

Art. 1899. To Record Proceedings

Such clerks shall keep a fair record of all the acts
done, and proceedings had, in their respective
courts; enter all judgments of the court, under
direction of the judge, and keep a record of all
executions issued and the returns thereon, in record
books to be kept for the purpose.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1899a. Records of District Clerk

Sec. 1. The District Clerk may, pursuant to his
duty to keep a fair record of acts and proceedings,
provide a plan for the reproduction by microfilm or
other process which correctly and legibly reproduc-
es or which forms a medium of copying or reproduc-
ing all records, acts, proceedings held, minutes of
the court or courts, and including all registers,
records, and instruments for which the District
Clerk is or may become responsible by law. The
plan shall be in writing and shall include provisions
for maintenance, retention, security, and retrieval of
all records so microfilmed or otherwise duplicated.

Sec. 2. Any such plan shall provide for the fol-
lowing requirements:

(1) All original instruments, records, and minutes
shall be recorded and released into the file system
within a specified minimum time period after pre-
sentation to the clerk;

(2) Original paper records may be used during the
pendency of any legal proceeding;

(3) The plan shall include setting standards for
organizing, identifying, coding, and indexing so that
the image produced during the microfilming or oth-
er duplicating process can be certified as a true and
correct copy of the original and may be retrieved
rapidly. .

(4) All materials used in the microfilming or other
process which correctly and legibly reproduces or
which forms a medium of copying or reproducing all
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public records, as herein authorized, and all pro-
cesses of development, fixation, and washing of said
photographic duplicates, shall be of quality ap-
proved for permanent photographic records by the
United States Bureau of Standards.

(5) The plan shall provide for permanent retention
of the records and shall provide security provisions
to guard against physical loss, alterations, and dete-
rioration.

Sec. 8. The clerk may present such plan in writ-
ing to the District Judge or Judges of the county in
which the clerk is located. If the Judge, or a
majority of the Judges, determine that the plan
meets the requirements set forth in Section 2 of this
Act, they shall so inform the clerk in writing, and
the clerk may adopt the plan. The decision of the
Judge or Judges shall be entered in the minutes of
the court or courts, and thereafter all recordings
and orders of the court in accordance with the plan
shall be considered to be the original records for all
purposes and shall be so accepted by courts and
administrative agencies in this State. All tran-
scripts, exemplifications,.copies, or reproductions on
paper or on film of an image or images of any
microfilmed or otherwise duplicated record shall be
deemed to be certified copies of the original for all
purposes.

Sec. 4. In any hearing, proceeding, or trial in
which instruments and records have been filed with
or left in the possession of the District Clerk, and
upon certification of the clerk to the Librarian of
the State that all requirements have been met and
are on record as provided by this plan, the clerk
may destroy such instruments and records after one
year has elapsed following the time at which the
judgment has become final and times for appeal,
writ of error, bill of review under Rule 329, Texas
Rules of Civil Procedure and certiorari has expired
without having been perfected, or mandate which is
finally decisive of such matters has been issued,
further providing, that after these requirements are
reached and prior to the actual destruction of the
instruments and records by the clerk, any party or
parties or the State Librarian by petitioning the
court may move for the return of such instruments
and records.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2831, ch. 926, § 1, eff. June 15,
1971

Art. 1899b. Recording Proceedings
Than One Court

of More

Combining the Minutes: Civil and Criminal Separate

Sec. 1. (a) All district clerks who have duties in
more than one district court are authorized to com-
bine all the minutes of the civil business of the
several courts into one record book.

(b) All aforesaid district clerks are also authoriz-
ed to combine the criminal minutes in the same
manner.

COURTS—DISTRICT

1428

(c) The civil minutes are to be kept in a book
separate from the criminal minutes.

Manner of Entry

Sec. 2. Entry of all business in the minutes of
both the civil book and the criminal book are to be
made sequentially, regardless of the district court
from which the business originates.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1183, ch. 441, § 1, eff. June 19,
1975.]

Art. 1899¢. Record of Drug-Related Felony Con-
victions and Periodic Notification
of Licensing Boards

Sec. 1. Each district clerk shall maintain, in ad-

dition to other required records, a current listing of
the full names of all persons convicted of felonies
under the Texas Controlled Substances Act, as
amended (Article 4476-15, Vernon’s Texas Civil
Statutes), or Chapter 425, Acts of the 56th Legisla-
ture, Regular Session, 1959, as amended (Article
4476-14, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes), in the coun-
ty in which the district clerk holds office. Such
listing shall include the names of all persons whose
convictions are on appeal or have not become final,
as well as those who have received suspended sen-
tences or probation following an adjudication or
plea of guilt, but shall not include the name of any
defendant whose prosecution is deferred during a
period of probation with no plea or adjudication of
guilt.

Sec. 2. At least once each calendar month, the
district clerk shall send two certified copies each to
the Texas State Board of Medical Examiners, the
Texas State Board of Podiatry Examiners, the State
Board of Dental Examiners, the State Board of
Pharmacy, and the State Board of Veterinary Medi-
cal Examiners, of all names added to the listing
maintained pursuant to Section 1 of this article
since the last previous such transmittal of certified
copies.

[Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 110, ch. 52, § 11, eff. Sept. 1,
1981.]

Art. 1900. Report of Fines and Jury Fees

On the last day of each term of the court, the
clerk shall make a written statement showing all
moneys received by him for jury fees and fines,
with the name of each party from whom received,
up to the date of such statement, and since his
previous statement; and also the name of each
juror who has served at such term, the number of
days he served, and the amount due him for such
services. Such statement shall be examined, cor-
rected, approved, and signed by the presiding judge.
Such statement, when so approved and signed shall
be recorded in the minutes of the court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1901. Custody and Care of Records; Remov-
al of Old Records; Deposit in Muse-
um

District Clerks shall have the custody of records
pertaining to or lawfully deposited in their offices
and shall carefully attend to the arrangement and
preservation of the same; provided however, that
records dated before 1860 in counties having a
population of not less than ninety-eight thousand,
two hundred and ten (98,210) and not more than
ninety-nine thousand, two hundred and ten (99,210}
according to the last preceding Federal Census may
be removed under the following conditions:

That upon the application of the curator of any
museum located in the county where the records are
deposited, said museum to be maintained and oper-
ated by or in connection with a recognized higher
educational institution of learning and upon the
proper substitution of certified copies by the curator
making application to the District Clerk, said
records may be removed and placed in the care and
custody of such curator, or his successor, all of
which shall be without expense to the State.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
219, § 1.]

Art. 1901a. Destruction of Records by Shredding

Any records, ballots, stubs, lists, or papers which
the district clerk or county clerk of any county in
this state is required or authorized to destroy by
burning may alternatively be destroyed by shred-
ding at the discretion of the clerk.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2452, ch, 792, eff. June 8, 1971.]

Art. 1902.

They shall provide and keep in well bound books,
as part of the records, full and complete alphabeti-
cal indexes of the names of the parties to all suits
filed in their courts; showing in full the names of
all the parties, indexed and cross-indexed, so as to
show the name of each party under the proper
letter; and a reference shall be made opposite each
name to the page of the minute book upon which is
entered the judgment in each case.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1903. Joint Clerk; Separation of County
and District Clerk Offices; Election

Sec. 1. Except as provided by Section 2 of this
Article, in counties having a population of less than
eight thousand (8,000), according to the last preced-
ing Federal Census, there shall be elected a single
clerk who shall perform the duties of the district
clerk and the county clerk, unless a majority of the
qualified voters of the county who participate in a
special election, called by the Commissioners Court
for that purpose, vote to keep the offices of county
and district clerk separate. The Commissioners
Court may submit to the qualified voters of such
counties, at an election held at least thirty (30) days
before any regular. primary election immediately

Indexes to Judgments

COURTS—DISTRICT

Art. 1905

preceding the expiration of the constitutional term
of office of said clerk, the question of whether the
offices of district and county clerk shall be separate
or joint. The same question may again be sub-
mitted immediately prior to the expiration of each
subsequent constitutional term of office of the sepa-
rate clerk. Notice of such special election shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in
the county at least twenty (20) days prior to such
election. No special election as provided herein
shall prevent any county clerk, district clerk or joint
clerk from serving the full term of office to which
he was elected.

Sec. 2. The Commissioners Court of a county
having a population of more than seven thousand,
six hundred (7,600) and less than eight thousand
(8,000), according to the most recent federal census,
shall determine whether the county is to have a
separate district clerk and county clerk or is to have
a single clerk to perform the duties of the district
clerk and county clerk. However, the commission-
ers court may not take any action to prevent a
district clerk, county clerk, or joint clerk from serv-
ing the full term of office to which he was elected.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p.
78, ch. 49, § 1; Acts 1962, 57th Leg., 3rd C.S,, p. 159, ch.
54, § 1; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2527, ch. 668, § 1, eff.
June 15, 1981.]

Art. 1904. Use of Court Seal

When a joint clerk has been elected, he shall, in
performing the duties of district clerk use the seal
of said court to authenticate his official acts as clerk
of the distriet court. .

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1905. Seal of the Court

“Each district court shall be provided with a seal,
having engraved thereon a star of five points in the
center and the words, “District Court of
County, Texas.” The impress of which shall be
attached to all process, except subpoenas, issued
out of such court, and shall be kept by the clerk and
used to authenticate his official acts.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

'CHAPTER THREE. POWERS AND

JURISDICTION
Art.
1906.  Original Jurisdiction.
1906a. Computation of Amount in Controversy Where
Parties Properly Joined.
1907.  Repealed.
1908.  Over Commissioners Courts.
1909.  General Jurisdiction.
1910. Motions Against Sheriffs, Attorneys, ete.
1911. Repealed.
1911a. Contempt; Power of Courts; Penalties.
1912.  Judgments Transferred and Enforced.
19138.  Other Jurisdiction.
1914, To Grant all Remedial Writs.
1915. Powers in Vacation.
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Art.

1916. May Alternate, etc.

1916a. Exchange of Benches by Judges of the 51st, 119th
and 340th Judicial Districts.

1917.  Appointing Attorney.

1918. Repealed.

1918a. Court Coordinator System in Counties over 700,-
000.

1918b. Masters in Suits Affecting Parent-Child Relation-
ship and Certain Contempt Proceedings.

1918c. Magistrates in District Courts of Dallas County.

1918d. Masters in Certain Courts in Travis County.

1918e. Court Administrator and Masters in District and

Certain County Courts of Jefferson County.

Art. 1906. Original Jurisdiction -

The district court shall have original jurisdiction
in civil cases of:

1. Suits in behalf of the State to recover penal-
ties, forfeitures and escheats.

2. Cases of divorce and dissolution of marriage.

3. Suits to recover damages for slander or defa-
mation of character.

4. Suits for the trial of title to land and for the
enforcement of liens thereon.

5. Suits for trial of right to property levied on by
virtue of any writ of execution, sequestration or
attachment, when the property levied on shall be
equal to or exceed in value five hundred dollars.

6. Suits, complaints or pleas, without regard to
any distinction between law and equity, when the
matter in controversary [controversy] shall be val-
ued at or amount to five hundred dollars exclusive
of interest.

7. Contested elections.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1906a. Computation of Amount in Contro-
versy Where Parties Properly
Joined

Where two or more persons originally and proper-
ly join in one suit, the suit for jurisdictional pur-
poses shall be treated as if one party were suing for
the aggregate amount of all their claims added
together, exclusive of interest and cost; provided
that this statute shall not prevent jurisdiction from
attaching on any other ground. Provided further,
that the passage of this Act shall not affect any
pending litigation.

[Acts 1945, 49th Leg., p. 543, ch. 329, § 1.]

Art. 1907. Repealed by Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p.
2197, ch. 701, § 7, eff. June 21, 1975

See, now, Probate Code, § 5.

Art. 1908. Over Commissioners Courts

Such court shall also have appellate jurisdiction
and general supervisory control over the commis-
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sioners court, with such exceptions and under such
regulations as may be prescribed by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1909. General Jurisdiction

Such court shall have general original jurisdiction
over all causes of action, for which a remedy or
jurisdiction is-not provided by law or the constitu-
tion, and such other jurisdiction, original and appel-
late as may be provided by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1910. Motions Against Sheriffs, Attorneys,
etc.

The district court shall have power to hear and
determine all motions against sheriffs and other
officers of the court for failure to pay over moneys,
collected under the process of said court, or other
defalcation of duty in connection with such process
and of motions against attorneys for moneys collect-
ed by them and not paid over.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1911. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
2536, ch. 831, § 6, eff. Aug. 30, 1971

Art. 1911a. Contempt; Power of Courts; Penal-

ties
Inherent Power and Authority of Courts

Sec. 1. A court possesses inherently all powers
necessary for the exercise of its jurisdiction and the
enforcement of its lawful orders, including authori-
ty to issue such writs and orders as may be neces-
sary or proper in aid of its jurisdiction. It has the
duty to require that proceedings shall be conducted
with dignity and in an orderly and expeditious man-
ner and to so control the proceedings that justice is

done. A court has the power to punish for con-
tempt.
Penalties for Contempt
Sec. 2. (a) Every court other than a justice

court or municipal court may punish by a fine of not
more than $500, or by confinement in the county jail
for not more than six months, or both, any person
guilty of contempt of the court.

(b) A justice court or municipal court may punish
by a fine of not more than $100, or by confinement
in the county or ecity jail for not more than three
days, or both, any person guilty of contempt of the
court.

(c) Provided, however, an officer of a court held
in contempt by a trial court, shall, upon proper
motion filed in the offended court, be released upon
his own personal recognizance pending a determina-
tion of his guilt or innocence by a judge of a district
court, other than the offended court. Said judge to
be appointed for that purpose by the presiding
judge of the Administrative Judicial District where-
in the alleged contempt occurred.
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Confinement to Enforce Order

Sec. 3. Nothing in this Act affects a court’s
power to confine a’ contemner in order to compel
him to obey a court order.

Work-Release Sentence or Probation

Sec. 4. Section 5, Article 42.08, Code of Criminal

Procedure, 1965, as amended, and Section 14.12,
Family Code, as amended, apply when a person is
punished by confinement for contempt of court for
disobedience of court order to make periodic pay-
ments for the support of a child.
. [Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2535, ch. 831, §8 1 to 3, eff. Aug.
30, 1971. Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 1784, ch.
657, § 1, eff. Aug. 27, 1973; Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 2076,
ch. 827,58 2, eff. Aug. 29, 1977; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
2587, ch. 674, § 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1912. Judgments Transferred and Enforced

When a district clerk shall receive from the coun-
ty clerk a certified copy of a judgment rendered in
any civil or criminal case in the county court where
the civil and criminal jurisdiction, or either, of the
county court has been transferred to the district
court, he shall immediately record such judgments
in the minutes of the district court; and the said
district court shall enforce said judgments by execu-
tion or otherwise, as other judgments rendered in
said district court are enforced.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1913. Other Jurisdiction

Subject to the limitations stated in this chapter,
the district court is authorized to hear and deter-
mine any cause which is cognizable by courts, either
of law or equity, and to grant any relief which could
be granted by said courts, or either of them.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

 Art. 1914. To Grant All Remedial Writs

Judges of the district courts may either in term
time or in vacation, grant writs of mandamus, in-
junction, sequestration, attachment, garnishment,
certiorari and supersedeas, and all other writs nec-
essary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of the
court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1915. Powers in Vacation

Judges of the district courts may in vacation, by
consent of the parties, exercise all powers, make all
orders, and perform all acts, as fully as in term
time, and may, by consent of the parties, try any
civil case, except divorce cases, without a jury and
enter final judgment. All such proceedings shall be
conducted under the same rules as if done in term
time; and the right of appeals and writ of error

shall apply as if the acts had been done in term.

time.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1916. May Alternate, etc.

A judge of the district court may hold court for or
with any other district judge; and the judges of
such courts may exchange districts whenever they
deem it expedient.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1916a. Exchange of Benches by Judges of
the 51st, 119th and 340th Judicial

Districts
Sec. 1. The provisions of this Act authorize the

exchange of benches without formal order by the
judges of the 51st Judicial District, the 119th Judi-
cial District, and the 340th Judicial District and are
applicable in each county in those distriets, includ-
ing the counties in which the districts do not over-
lap.

Sec. 2. The judges of those courts may, in their
discretion, exchange benches from time to time, and
any of the judges may, in his own courtroom, try
and determine any case or proceeding pending in
any of the other courts without having the case
transferred, or may sit in any of the other courts
and there hear and determine any case there pend-
ing, and each judgment and order shall be entered
in the minutes of the court in which the case is
pending. The judges may try different cases filed
in the same court at the same time and each may
occupy his own courtroom or the room of any other
court. In case of absence, sickness, or disqualifica-
tion of any of those judges, any of the other of
those judges may hold court for him. Any of the
judges may hear any part of any case or proceeding
pending in any of those courts and determine the
same or may hear and determine any question in
any case, and any other of those judges may com-
plete the hearing and render judgment in the case.
Any of those judges may hear and determine mo-
tions, petitions for injunction, application for ap-
pointment of receivers, interventions, pleas of privi-
lege, pleas in abatement, all dilatory pleas, motions
for new trials and all preliminary matters, ques-
tions, and proceedings and may enter judgment or
order thereon in the court in which the case is
pending without having the case transferred to the
court of the judge acting, and the judge in whose
court the case is pending may thereafter proceed to
hear, complete, and determine the case or other
matter or any part thereof and render final judg-
ment thereon. Any of the judges of those courts
may issue restraining orders and injunctions return-
able to any of the other judges or courts.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 656, ch. 246, 85 1, 2, eff. May 25,
1977. Amended by Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4971, ch. 889,
§ 16, eff. Sept. 1, 1983.]

Art. 1917. Appointing Attorney

Judges of district courts may appoint counsel to
attend to the cause of any party who makes affida-
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vit that he is too poor to employ counsel to attend to
the same.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1918. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1)

Art. 1918a. Court Coordinator System in Coun-
ties over 700,000

The criminal district courts and the district courts
of general jurisdiction giving preference to criminal
cases in counties with a population in excess of
700,000 according to the last preceding federal cen-
sus may establish and maintain a court coordinator
system. The district courts shall, by rule, designate
the duties to be performed by the coordinators to
improve criminal justice and expedite the processing
of criminal cases through the district courts. The
court coordinators in each county shall cooperate
with administrative judges and state agencies hav-
ing duties in the area of the operation of the courts
to promote uniform and efficient administration of
justice in the state. The court coordinators serve
by appointment of the district courts and at the
pleasure of the district courts, and shall receive
reasonable compensation to be determined by the
judges of those courts, not to exceed 70 percent of
the salary paid by the state to the judges of those
courts. The district courts may appoint appropriate
staff and supporting personnel according to the
needs of each local jurisdiction. The commissioners
court of each county shall provide from the fines
and fees collected by these courts the necessary
funding for the court coordinator system on order
and directive of the district courts to be served,
provided that if said fines or fees are insufficient to
provide the total funding for this program the coun-
ty shall provide the additional funds needed.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 589, ch. 240, § 1, eff. May 20,
1975.]

Art. 1918b. Masters in Suits Affecting Parent-
Child Relationship and Certain

Contempt Proceedings

Appeintment of Master

Sec. 1. (a) The judge of a district court, court of
domestic relations, or other court having jurisdiction
of suits affecting the parent-child relationship under
Title 2, Family Code, as amended,! may appoint a
master to perform the duties authorized by this Act
if the commissioners court of a county in which the
court has jurisdiction authorizes the employment of
a master. Except as provided by Subsection (d) of
this section, the master shall be appointed by the
judge and serves at the will of the judge.

(b) If the court exercises jurisdiction in more than
one county, the master may serve only in a county
in which the commissioners court has authorized the
master’s appointment. -

(¢) If more than one district court, court of
domestie relations, or other court having jurisdiction
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of suits affecting the paicat-child relationship has
jurisdiction in a county, the commissioners court
may authorize the appointment of a master for each
court or may authorize one or more masters to
share service with two or more courts.

(d) If a master serves more than one court, the
master’s appointment must be made with the unani-
mous approval of all the judges under whom the
master serves, and the master’s services may be
terminated by a majority vote of alil the judges for
whom the master serves.

1 Family Code, § 11.01 et seq.
Qualifications of Master

Sec. 2. To be eligible for appointment as a mas-
ter under this Act, a person must be a resident of
Texas and must be licensed to practice law in this
state.

Compensation of Master

Sec. 3. The master is entitled to a salary as
determined by the commissioners court of the coun-
ty in which he or she serves. If the master serves
in more than one county, the master’s salary shall
be determined by agreement of the commissioners
courts of the counties. The salary shall be paid
from the county fund available for payment of
officers’ salaries.

Referral of Cases to Master

Sec. 4. (a) The judge of a court having a master
appointed as provided in this Act may refer to the
master any civil case involving motions:

(1) for contempt for the failure or refusal to pay
child support, temporary support, or separate main-
tenance or for failure or refusal to comply with
court orders concerning the possession of or access
to children who have been the subjects of suits
affecting the parent-child relationship; or

(2) to modify the decree in a suit affecting the
parent-child relationship providing for the support,
conservatorship, or possession of or access to a
child.

(b) To refer a case to a master, the judge shall
issue an order of referral specifying the duties of
the master.

Powers of Master

Sec. 5. (a) Except as provided by Subsection (b)
of this section, a master to whom a case is referred
may:

(1) conduct hearings;

(2) hear e.vidence;

(8) compel the production of relevant evidence;
(4) rule on the admissibility of evidence;

(5) issue summons for the appearance of witness-
es;

(6) examine witnesses;
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(7) swear witnesses for the hearing;
(8) make findings of fact on the evidence;
(9) formulate conclusions of law;

(10) recommend the judgment to be made in the
case;

(11) regulate all proceedings in a hearing before
the master; and

(12) do all acts and take all measures necessary
and proper for the efficient performance of the
duties required in the order of referral.

(b) The order of referral may limit the powers of
the master and direct the master to report only on
specific issues, do particular acts, or receive and
report on evidence only. The order may set the
time and place for the hearing, prescribe a closing
date for the hearing, and provide for a date for the
filing of the master’s report.

Witnesses Appearing Before Master

Sec. 6. (a) A witness appearing before the mas-
ter is subject to the penalties of perjury if the
witness is duly sworn.

(b) If a witness after being duly summoned fails
to appear or having appeared refuses to answer
questions, on certification of the refusal to the
referring court, the court may issue attachment
against the witness and may fine or imprison the
witness.

Findings; Notice

Sec. 7. On the conclusion of the hearing in each
case, the master shall transmit to the referring
judge all papers relating to the case, together with
the findings and a statement that notice of the
findings and of the right to a hearing before the
judge has been given to all adult principals, minors,
or parents, guardians, or custodians of any minor
whose case has been heard by the master. This
notice may be given at the hearing or otherwise as
the referring court directs.

Action on Master’s Report

Sec. 8. After the master’s report is filed, the
referring court may adopt, modify, correct, reject,
or reverse the master’s report or recommit it for
further information, as the court may deem proper
and necessary in the particular circumstances of the
case. If judgment has been recommended, the
court in its discretion may approve the recommenda-
tion and hear further evidence before rendition of
judgment. :

Hearing

Sec. 9. Adult principals or a minor child or his
parents, guardians, or custodians are entitled to a
hearing by the judge of the referring court if within
three days after receiving notice of the findings of
the master they file a request with the court for a
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hearing. The referring court may allow the hearing
at any time.

Decree Upon Adoption by Court

Sec. 10. If no hearing before the judge of the
referring court is requested or the right to such
hearing is waived, the findings and recommenda-
tions of the master become the decree of the court
when adopted by an order of the judge.

Notice of Time and Place of Hearing

See. 11. Prior to the hearing by the master, the
parties litigant shall be given due notice as provided
by law of the time and place of the hearing.

Jury Trial

Sec. 12. In a proceeding in which a jury trial has
been demanded, the master shall refer the case back
to the referring court for a full hearing before the
court and jury, subject to the usual rules of the
court in such cases.

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1771, ch. 719, 88 1 to 12, eff. Aug.
27, 1979.]

Section 13 of the 1979 Act provided:

“In the event of the passage of S.B. No. 785 {vetoed] and H.B.
No. 467, [this article] 66th Legislature, Regular Session, 1979, the

provisions of S.B. No. 785 shall apply to the district courts in
Dalias County.”

Arxt. 1918¢. Magistrates in District Courts of Dal-
las County

Appointment of Magistrates

Sec. 1. (a) The judges of the district courts of
Dallas County that give preference to eriminal cases
and the judges of the criminal district courts of
Dallas County may appoint magistrates to perform
the duties authorized by this Act. Each magistrate
shall be appointed by the judges and serves at the
will of the judges.

(b) The judges of the district courts designated in
Subsection (a) of this section may appoint magis-
trates only with the consent and approval of the
Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

(c) The judges may authorize one or more magis-
trates to share service with two or more courts as
the judges deem appropriate and necessary.

(d) Each magistrate’s appointment must be made
with the unanimous approval of all the judges under
whom the magistrate serves, and the magistrate’s
services may be terminated by a majority vote of all
the judges for whom the magistrate serves.

Qualifications of Magistrates

Sec. 2. To be eligible for appointment as a dis-
trict court magistrate under this Act, a person must
be a resident of Texas and must be licensed to
practice law in this state, for at least four years.
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Compensation of Magistrates

Sec. 3. Each district court magistrate for crimi-
nal cases is entitled to a salary to be determined by
the Commissioners Court of Dallas County, which
salary shall not be less than the salary authorized to
be paid to masters for family law cases appointed
under Chapter 719, Acts of the 66th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1979 (Arficle 1918b, Vernon’s Tex-
as Civil Statutes). The salary shall be paid from the
county fund available for payment of officers’ sala-
ries.

Referral of Cases to Magistrates

Sec. 4. (a) The judge of a court having a magis-
trate appointed as provided by this Act may refer to
the magistrate any criminal case for proceedings
involving:

(1) negotiated pleas of guilty before the court;
(2) bond forfeitures;

(3) pretrial motions;

(4) postconviction writs of habeas corpus;

(5) conducting examining trials;

(6) any other matters that the judge deems neces-
sary and proper, except as otherwise provided by
Subsection (b) of this section.

(b) In no event may a judge refer to a magistrate
a criminal case permitting the magistrate to preside
over a trial on the merits, either with or without a

jury. ‘
(¢) To refer a case to a magistrate, the judge
- shall issue an order of referral specifying the duties
of the magistrate.
Powers of Magistrates

Sec. 5. (a) Except as provided by Subsections (b)
and (c) of this section, a magistrate to whom a case
is referred may:

(1) conduct hearings;

(2) hear evidence;

(3) compel the production of relevant evidence;
(4) rule on the admissibility of evidence;

(5) issue summons for the appearance of witness-
es; '

(6) examine witnesses;

(7) swear witnesses for the hearing;

(8) make findings of fact on the evidence;
(9) formulate conclusions of law;

(10} rule on pretrial motions;

(11) recommend the rulings, orders, or judgment
to be made in the case;

(12) regulate all proceedings in a hearing before
the magistrates; and
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(13) do all acts and take all measures necessary
and proper for the efficient performance of the
duties required in the order of referral.

(b) The order of referral may limit the powers of
the magistrate and direct the magistrate to report
only on specific issues, do particular acts, or receive
and report on evidence only. The order may set the
time and place for the hearing, prescribe a closing
date for the hearing, and provide for a date for the
filing of the magistrate’s findings.

(¢) A magistrate appointed under this Act to
whom a case is referred may not enter a ruling on
any issue of law or fact of which the determination
thereon could result in dismissal or require the
dismissal of a pending criminal prosecution. A
magistrate may, however, make findings, conclu-
sions, and recommendations on such issues, within
the scope of the order of referral.

(d) An order of referral may designate proceed-
ings for more than one case over which the magis-
trate shall preside, may direct the magistrate to call
the court’s docket, and may set forth general pow-
ers and limitations of authority of the magistrate
applicable to all such cases.

(e) Upon the request of either party to the case to
be considered, a court reporter shall be provided by
the court to record the proceedings before the mag-
istrate.

Witnesses Appearing Before Magistrates

Sec. 6. A witness appearing before a magistrate
is subject to the penalties of perjury if the witness
is duly sworn. If a witness after being duly sum-
moned fails to appear or having appeared refuses to
answer questions, on certification of the refusal to
the referring court, the court may issue attachment
against the witness and may fine or imprison the
witness.

Adoption of Action by Magistrates

Sec. 7. (a) On the conclusion of the proceedings,
the magistrate shall transmit to the referring court
all papers relating to the cases involved, together
with the findings, conclusions, orders, recommenda-
tions, or other actions taken.

(b) The referring court may modify, correct, re-
ject, or reverse any action taken by the magistrate,
or recommit it for further information, as the court
may deem proper and necessary in the particular
circumstances of the case.

(¢) If no modification, correction, rejection, rever-
sal, or recommittal is made by the referring court,
the actions taken by the magistrate become the
decree of the court.

(d) The referring court shall, at the conclusion of
each term during which the services of a magistrate
are used, enter a decree upon the minutes adopting
the actions of the magistrate with respect to all
cases of which the court approves of the magis-
trate’s actions. The court shall determine whether
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or not the nonprevailing party is able to defray the
costs of the magistrate and, if it is determined that
the party can, shall tax as costs the fees of the
magistrate, against the nonprevailing party.

Judicial Immunity

Sec. 8. The magistrate shall enjoy the full judi-
cial immunity of a district judge.

Savings Provisions

Sec. 9. Nothing in this Act is intended to violate
any provision of the Constitution of the United
States or the Constitution of Texas, and all acts
done under this Act shall be done in a manner that
conforms to the constitutions. If any word, phrase,
paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, part,
portion, or provision of this Act or the application
thereof to any person, situation, or circumstances is
held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the remainder
of this Act shall nevertheless be valid, and the
legislature declares that this Act would have been
enacted without the invalid or unconstitutional
word, phrase, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence,
clause, part, portion, or provision. All of the terms
and provisions of this Act are to be liberally con-
strued to effectuate the purposes, powers, rights,
functions, and authorities set forth in this Act.

[Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2546, ch. 678, eff. Aug. 31, 1981.]

Masters in Certain Courts in Travis
County

Art. 1918d.

Appointment

Sec. 1. (a) A majority of the judges of the
courts in Travis County having jurisdiction of suits
arising under Title 1, 2, or 4, Family Code,! or
having jurisdiction of suits brought in connection
with Rule 308-A, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure, or
Chapter 46, Human Resources Code, may determine
that one or more full-time or part-time masters are
needed to serve those courts.

(b) The judges shall issue an order reflecting that
determination and specifying the number of masters
needed.

1 Family Code, § 1.01 et seq., 11.01 et seq., or T1.01 et seq.

Compensation

Sec. 2. The commissioners court shall set the
compensation for masters and shall determine the
total amount to be paid by the county as compensa-
tion for masters.

Appointment by Individual Judge

Sec. 3. Subject to the determinations of need
and to available funds from the county, each judge
may appoint one or more masters to serve his court.
Judges may act together in making an appointment
for a master to serve their courts.
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Qualifications

Sec. 4. A master must be a citizen and resident
of this state who has been licensed to practice law
in this state for at least four years.

Order

Sec. 5. The order appointing a master shall be
entered in the minutes of the district court and must
state:

(1) the master’s name and state bar identification
number;

(2) the court or courts the master will serve; and

(8) the date the master’s services are to begin.

Termination of Employment

Sec. 6. (a) A master who serves a single court
serves at the will of the judge.

(b) The employment of a master who has been
appointed to serve two courts may be terminated by
either of the judges.

(c) The employment of a master who has been
appointed to serve more than two courts may be
terminated by a majority of the judges of the courts
which the master serves.

(d) A master’'s employment may be términated
only by written order signed by the appropriate
judges. The order must state:

(1) the master’s name and state bar identification
number;

(2) the court or courts ordering termination; and

(3) the date the master’s employment is to end.

Withdrawal of Appointment for a Particular Court

Sec. 7. At the diseretion of the judge of a court
for which a master has been appointed, the appoint-
ment to serve that court may be withdrawn by
written order. The order must state:

(1) the master’s name and state bar identification
number;

(2) the court ordering the withdrawal of the mas-
ter’s services; and

(3) the date the master’s services are to end as to
that court.

Case That May be Referred

See. 8. A judge may refer to a master any civil
case or portion of a civil case brought:
(1) under Title 1, 2, or 4, Family Code;

(2) in connection with Rule 308-A, Texas Rules of
Civil Procedure; or

(8) in connection with Chapter 46, Human Re-
sources Code.
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Method of Referral

Sec. 9. A case may be referred as provided by
published local rules or by written orders. A refer-
ral may limit the power or uses of a master.

Effect on Temporary Restraining Order

Sec. 10. A referral of a case or a portion of a
case to a master does not affect a party’s right to
have a court grant or extend a temporary restrain-
ing order and does not prevent a temporary re-
straining order from expiring. Until a judge signs
an order concerning the findings and recommenda-
tions of a master, the findings and recommenda-
tions do not affect an existing temporary restrain-
ing order or the expiration or extension of that
order.

Masters in Chancery

Sec. 11. This Act does not prohibit a court from
appointing masters in chancery as provided by Rule
171, Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

Powers

Sec. 12. (a) Unless limited by published local
rule or written order, a master may perform all acts
and take all measures necessary and proper to
perform the tasks assigned in a referral.

(b) A master may administer oaths.

Failure to Comply With Summons or Order

Sec. 13. If a person, attorney, party, or witness
fails to comply with a summons or order, the master
may certify in writing that failure to the referring
court for appropriate action.

Referees

Sec. 14. A master appointed under this Act may
serve as a referee in accordance with Subsection (g)
of Section 51.04 and Section 54.10, Family Code. A
referee appointed in accordance with Subsection (g),
Section 51.04, Family Code, may be appointed to
serve as a master under this Aect.

Judicial Immunity

Sec. 15. A master appointed as provided by this
Act has the same judicial immunity as that of a
district judge.

Court Reporter

Sec. 16. A court reporter need not be provided
during hearings conducted by a master, except that
a referring judge may require a reporter at con-
tempt hearings. A party may provide a reporter or
electronic recording device at the party’s expense.

Findings and Recommendations

Seec. 17. Before a hearing conducted by a master
is concluded, the master shall announce in open
session the findings and recommendations he will
make to the court and shall write the findings and
recommendations on the docket sheet of the case.
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Notice of Right to Trial De Novo

Sec. 18. Immediately after announcing and re-
cording his findings and recommendations and while
the hearing is still in session, the master shall
inform all those present of the right to a de novo
hearing before a judge as provided by this Act.

Request for Trial De Novo

Sec. 19. (a) A party, adult principal, minor, par-
ent, guardian, or custodian is entitled to a hearing
de novo by a judge of the referring court if, not
later than the fifth day after the findings and
recommendations of the master are announced and
recorded, a written request for a trial de novo is
filed with the court. The right to a de novo hearing
exists even if a judge has entered an order approv-
ing the findings and recommendations of the master
within the five-day period.

(b) A request for a de novo hearing covers all
matters tried, found, or recommended by the mas-
ter. A person requesting a de novo hearing, how-
ever, may file pleadings with the court restricting
its request to particular findings or recommenda-
tions made by the master.

Master’s Report

Sec, 20. After a hearing is concluded, the mas-
ter shall send a written signed report to the refer-
ring judge containing his findings and recommenda-
tions and a statement that he has complied with
Sections 17 and 18 of this Act.

Court Action on Report

Sec. 21. After receipt of the master’s report, the
court shall promptly approve or disapprove it in its
entirety or set the matter for a hearing before a
court.

Effect of Request for De Novo Hearing

Sec. 22. (a) A request for a de novo hearing
does not stay, suspend, or affect the authority of a
judge to sign an order approving a master’s find-
ings and recommendations, and the order controls
the rights of the parties until another order is made
pursuant to a de novo hearing.

(b) A request for a de novo hearing does not stay,
suspend, or prevent enforcement or contempt pro-
ceedings brought pursuant to an order approving a
master’s findings and recommendations.

Jury Demand

Sec. 23. A jury demand does not affect the au-
thority of a master to handle pretrial matters re-
ferred to him.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4258, ch. 679, eff. Sept. 1, 1983.]
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Court Administrator and Masters in
District and Certain County Courts
of Jefferson County

Art. 1918e.

Application

Sec. 1. This Act applies to the district courts
and to the county courts at law that give preference
to criminal cases in Jefferson County.

Court Administrator System; Appointment

Sec. 2. (a) The courts may establish a court ad-
ministrator system to improve criminal justice and
to expedite the processing of criminal cases.

(b) The court administrator is appointed by and
serves at the pleasure of the judges of the courts
subject to this Act.

Duties of Administrator

Sec. 3. (a) The courts shall designate by rule
the duties of the court administrator.

(b) To promote uniform and efficient administra-
tion of justice, the court administrator shall cooper-
ate with administrative judges and state agencies
having duties relating to the operation of the courts.

Staff of Administrator

Sec. 4. (a) The courts may appoint the neces-
sary staff and supporting personnel for the adminis-
trator.

(b) As part of the staff, the courts may appoint
witness coordinators who, in addition to other duties
designated by the court administrator, shall execute
criminal process. On appointment, each witness
coordinator shall be commissioned as a peace officer
by the courts.

Compensation; Facilities; Equipment

Sec. 5. The court administrator and members of
the staff shall receive reasonable compensation, fa-
cilities, and equipment as determined by the com-
missioners court of the county.

Appointment of Masters; Compensation

Sec. 6. (a) The judge of a court subject to this
Act may appoint a master to perform the duties
authorized by this Act. To be eligible to serve as a
master, an appointee must be a magistrate, as that
term is defined by Article 2.09, Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1965, of the county and must be licensed
to practice law in this state. Appointment as a
master is not valid unless the person appointed
agrees to serve in that capacity.

(b) A magistrate who is appointed to serve as a
master is not entitled to receive additional compen-
sation for performance of services as a master.

Referral of Cases

Sec. 7. (a) A judge may refer to a master any
proceeding in a criminal case relating to:

(1) a negotiated plea of guilty or nolo contendere;
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(2) a bond forfeiture;

(8) a pretrial motion;

(4) a postconviction writ of habeas corpus;
(5) an examining trial; or

(6) any other matter that the judge considers
proper.

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (a) of this section,
a judge may not refer any case for trial on the
merits to a master.

(c) To refer a case, the judge shall issue a written
order of referral that specifies the duties of the
master in the case.

Powers of Master

Sec. 8. A master to whom a ecase is referred
may: ’

(1) conduct a hearing;

(2) hear evidence;

(3) compel production of relevant evidence;
(4) rule on the admissibility of evidence;

(5) issue summons for the appearance of a wit-
ness;

(6) examine a witness;

(7) swear a witness for a hearing;

(8) make findings of fact on evidence;
(9) formulate conclusions of law;

(10) rule on pretrial motions;

(11) recommend a ruling, order, or judgment to
be made in a case;

(12) regulate any proceeding in a hearing before
him; and

(18) take any action necessary and proper for the
efficient performance of duties required by the or-
der of referral.

Papers Transmitted to Judge

Sec. 9. At the conclusion of a proceeding, the
master shall transmit to the referring court any
papers relating to the case, including the master’s
findings, conclusions, orders, recommendations, and
a statement as to any other actions taken.

Judicial Action on Master’s Report

Sec. 10. The referring court may modify, cor-
rect, reject, reverse, or recommit for further pro-
ceedings any action taken by a master. If the
referring court does not take any action, the actions
of the master are adopted by the referring court
and become the decree in the case.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4355, ch. 699, eff. June 19, 1983.]
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Art.
1919.  Terms of Court; Continuous Sessions; Rules and
Regulations; Proceedings Validated.

1919a. Terms of District Court in Unorganized County
. Being Organized.

1920.  Special Terms.

1921.  Summoning Juries.

1922.  Repealed.

1923.  Extension of Term.

1924.  Extension in Certain Counties.

1925.  Effect of Extension.

1926.  Repealed.

Art. 1919. Terms of Court; Continuous Sessions;
Rules and Regulations; Proceedings
Validated

Sec. 1. All district courts in this State, including
all criminal district courts, whenever and however
created, shall hold at least two (2) terms of court
per year in each county wherein they sit. Notwith-
standing the provisions of any law, the terms of all
district courts in the State, civil and criminal, shall
be continuous and shall begin on the day now or
hereafter fixed by law and shall continue until the
day fixed by law for the beginning of the next
succeeding term. It shall be no objection to the
commencement of a term of court that the first day
falls upon a legal holiday, nor that the Judge is not
present in the county upon the day set for the
commencement of the term of court. The Judge of
the district may hold as many sessions of court in
any county as is deemed proper and expedient for
the dispatch of business, and may adopt such rules
and regulations relating thereto as are permitted
by, and not contrary to, the Statutes of this State
and the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure prescribed
by the Supreme Court of Texas.

Sec. 2. In all judicial districts in Texas contain-
ing more than one (1) county, the district court may
hear and determine all preliminary and interlocutory
matters in which a jury may not be demanded, and
unless there is objection from some party to the
suit, hear and determine any noncontested or
agreed cases and contests of elections, pending in
his district, and may sign all necessary orders and
judgments therein in any county in his judicial dis-
trict, and may sign any order or decree in any case
pending for trial or on trial before him in any
county in his district at such place as may be
convenient to him, and forward such order or decree
to the clerk for filing and entry. Any district judge
assigned to preside in a court of another judicial
district, or who may be presiding in exchange or at
the request of the regular Judge of said court may
in like manner hear, determine and enter any such
orders, judgments and decrees in any such case
which is pending for trial or has been tried before
such visiting judge; provided that all contested di-
vorce cases, all default judgments, and all cases in
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which any of the parties have been cited by publica-
tion shall be tried in the county in which filed.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p.
341, ch. 212; Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 806, ch. 297, § 1;
Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p. 1658, ch. 528, § 1, eff. June 10,
1969.]

Art. 1919a. Terms of District Court in Unorga-
nized County Being Organized

Whenever any unorganized county within this
State has become organized or may hereafter be-
come organized, there being no time fixed by law
for holding District Court in such counties, the
District Judge in whose Judicial District such coun-
ty is situated shall fix times to hold at least two
terms of court each year in each of such counties,
by a written declaration, to be forwarded by the
District Judge to the District Clerk of the County,
and by him spread on the minutes of the District
Court. When the times are so fixed they shall not
be changed, except by an act of the Legislature.

[Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p. 132, ch. 85, § 1.]

Art. 1920. Special Terms

Whenever a district judge deems it advisable to
hold a special term of the district court in any
county in his district, such special term may be held;
and such judge may convene such term at any time
which may be fixed by him. Such district judge
may appoint jury commissioners, who may select
and draw grand and petit jurors in accordance with
the law. Such jurors may be summoned to appear
before such district court at such time as may be
designated by the judge thereof. In the discretion
of the district judge, a grand jury need not be
drawn or empaneled. No new civil cases can be
brought to a special term of the district -court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1921. Summoning Juries

The juries for a special term shall be summoned
in accordance with the law regulating juries at
regular terms of court. Af a special term all pro-
ceedings may be had in any case which could be had
at any regular term of such court. All process
issued to a previous regular term or to such special
term, and all orders, judgments and decrees, and all
proceedings had in any case, civil or criminal, which
would be lawful if had at a regular term, shall have
the same force and effect; and any proceeding had
may be appealed from as if the case were tried at a
regular term.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84

Art. 1922. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1)

Art. 1923. Extension of Term

Whenever a district court shall be in the midst of
the trial of a cause when the time for the expiration
of the term of said court arrives, the judge presid-
ing shall have the power and may, if he deems it
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expedient, extend the term of said court until the
conclusion of such pending trial. The extension of
such term shall be shown in the minutes of the
court before they are signed. If the term is extend-
ed as herein provided, no term of court in any other
county shall fail because thereof, but the term of
court therein may be opened and held as provided
by law when the district judge fails to appear at the
opening of a term of court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art, 1924. Extension in Certain Counties

A district court in a judicial district composed of
more than one county and having terms of court
fixed by law in counties in which there is a city of
one hundred and thirty-five thousand population, or
over, according to the preceding Federal census,
may, by an order of the judge thereof made and
entered of record in the minutes of said court, have
any of such terms of court in such last described
counties extended for such length of time as such
judge may deem advisable for the transaction of the
business of such court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1925. Effect of Extension

If any term of court is extended as provided in
the preceding article, no term of such court as fixed
by law shall fail, but same shall be opened and held
as provided by law. When a new term shall run
concurrently in time and in the same county with an
extended term, the minutes of both such terms may
be recorded together during the time such terms so
run concurrently. While such new term is open,
each entry made in the minute records of said court,
during such time shall be presumed to be the min-
utes of proceedings of such new term unless other-
wise shown in such minutes.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1926. Repealed by Rules of Civil Procedure
(Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 201, § 1)

CHAPTER FOUR A. FAMILY DISTRICT

COURTS
Art.
1926a. Family District Court Act.
Art. 1926a. Family District Court Act

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Short Title

Sec. 1.01. This Act may be cited as the Family
District Court Act.

Purpose

Sec. 1.02. (a) This Act substitutes district courts
of general jurisdiction, to be called family district
courts, for the existing domestic relations courts
and special juvenile courts. It also restructures
existing juvenile boards in certain counties and pro-
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vides for the future creation and organization of
juvenile boards in other counties. Subchapter A
contains general provisions applicable to all family
district courts, now or later created, and Subchapter
B creates the new family district courts. Subchap-
ter C contains temporary provisions,

(b) This Aect is designed so that future legisla-
tures may create new family district courts by
adding a section to Subchapter B without repeating
the general provisions of Subchapter A relating to
jurisdiction, terms, personnel, facilities, and admin-
istration of all family district courts.

Jurisdiction

Sec. 1.03. (a) A family district court has the jur-
isdietion and power provided for district courts by
the constitution and laws of this state. Its jurisdic-

.tion is concurrent with that of other district courts

in the county in which it is located.

(b) A family district court shall have primary
responsibility for cases involving family law mat-
ters. These matters include but are not limited to:

(1) adoptions;
(2) birth records;
(3) divorce and marriage annulment;

(4) child welfare, custody, support and reciprocal
support, dependency, neglect, and delinquency;

(5) parent and child; and
(6) husband and wife.

(c) This Act does not limit the jurisdiction of other
district courts nor relieve them of responsibility for
handling cases involving family law matters.

Terms of Court

Sec. 1.04. The terms of a family district court
begin on the first Monday in January and the first
Monday in July of each year. Each term of court
continues until the next succeeding term begins.

Judge

Sec. 1.05. (a) A family district court judge’s
qualifications and term of office are the same as
those prescribed by the constitution and laws of this
state for district judges. A family district court
judge is elected in the same manner as a district
judge.

(b) A family district court judge is entitled to the
same compensation and allowdnces provided by the
state and county for the other district judges in his
county.

Court Officials, Personnel, and Facilities

See. 1.06. (a) Each family district court judge
may appoint an official court reporter. The report-
er must have the qualifications prescribed by law
for that office and is entitled to the same compensa-
tion, fees, and allowances provided by law for other
official court reporters in the county.
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(b) The district attorney, criminal district attor-
ney, or county attorney, and the sheriff and district
clerk shall serve each family district court in his
county in the same manner he serves the district
court or courts of his county.

(¢) The commissioners court of the county in
which a family district court is located shall provide
the physical facilities and the deputy clerks, bailiffs,
and other personnel necessary to operate the family
district court.

County Juvenile Board

Sec. 1.07. (a) Except as otherwise provided in
this section, when a family district court is created
in a county, that county’s juvenile board is com-
posed of the county judge, the family district court
judge or judges, the district judge or judges whose
jurisdiction includes the county, and the judges of
all other courts in the county having jurisdiction
over juvenile matters. Except in counties where
there is only one family district court judge, the
members of the juvenile board shall select a family
district court judge to serve as chairman of the
board. The juvenile board has the powers and
duties prescribed by law.

(b) The juvenile board shall appoint a chief juve-
nile probation officer who shall serve as the chief
administrative officer of the family district court at
the pleasure of the juvenile board. Subject to ap-
proval of the juvenile board, the chief juvenile pro-
bation officer shall select as many assistant proba-
tion officers and other personnel as are necessary to
perform the duties assigned him by the juvenile
board.

(¢) The commissioners court may compensate ju-
venile board members for their duties performed on
the juvenile board beyond such compensation as is
otherwise provided for by law, and this compensa-
tion is in addition to all other compensation paid by
the state or county to district, family district, and
county judges. On recommendation of the juvenile
board, the commissioners court shall also:

(1) fix the compensation of the chief juvenile pro-
bation officer and the members of his staff; and

(2) provide the physical facilities necessary to op-
erate the juvenile board.

(d) The creation of a family district court in a
county also creates a juvenile board in that county
if one does not exist,

(e) This Act does not affect the composition or
organization of any juvenile board existing on the
effective date of the Act, except that the judges of
the courts of domestic relations and of the juvenile
courts are replaced by the family district court
judges.

Sec. 1.08. Repealed by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p.
2063, ch. 453, § 3(13), eff. Sept. 1, 1981.
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SUBCHAPTER B. CREATING FAMILY
DISTRICT COURTS

300th District Court

Sec. 2.01. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Aect, the 300th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Brazoria County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Brazo-
ria County, is the 300th District Court. The 300th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 300th Judicial District.

301st District Court

Sec. 2.02. On the effective date specified in See-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 301st Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Dallas County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Dallas
County, is the 301st District Court. The 30lst
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 301st Judicial District.

302nd District Court

Sec. 2.03. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 302nd Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Dallas County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 2 for
Dallas County, is the 302nd District Court. The
302nd District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 302nd Judicial District.

303rd District Court

Sec. 2.04. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 303rd Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Dallas County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 3 for
Dallas County, is the 303rd District Court. The
303rd District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 303rd Judicial District.

304th District Court

See. 2.05. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 304th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Dallas County, and its court, which
replaces the Juvenile Court of Dallas County, is the
304th District Court. The 304th District Court may
be called the Family District Court for the 304th
Judicial District,

305th District Court

Sec. 2.06. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 305th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Dallas County, and its court, which
replaces the Juvenile Court No. 2 of Dallas County,
is the 305th District Court. The 305th District
Court may be called the Family District Court for
the 305th Judicial District.
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306th District Court

Text of section as amended by Acts
1979, 66th Leg., p. 784, ch. 845, § 8

Sec. 2.07. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 306th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Galveston County, and its court,
which replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for
Galveston County, is the 306th District Court. The
306th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 306th Judicial District. All juve-
nile matters and proceedings in Galveston County
shall be filed originally with the district clerk on the
docket of the 306th District Court. Upon order of
the judge of the 306th District Court, the district
clerk shall transfer the juvenile matter or proceed-
ing to the docket of the court designated therein.
Whenever possible, the court which presides over
the initial hearing shall maintain exclusive jurisdic-
tion over the case until final disposition.

306th District Court

Text of section as amended by Acts
1979, 66th Leg., p. 1643, ch. 686, § 15

Sec. 2.07. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 8.02 of this Act, the 306th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Galveston County, and its court,
which replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for
Galveston County, is the 306th District Court. The
306th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 306th Judicial District. All juve-
nile matters and proceedings in Galveston County
shall be filed originally with the district clerk on the
docket of the 306th District Court. The district
clerk shall transfer juvenile matters and proceed-
ings to the other courts so that the County Courts
Nos. 1 and 2, the Probate and County Court, and
the 306th District Court will rotate trying all juve-
nile cases and holding detention hearings and other
associated matters during a three-month period of
each year, beginning with the County Court No. 1
during the first quarter of each year, the County
Court No. 2 during the second quarter, the Probate
and County Court during the third quarter, and the
306th District Court during the fourth quarter, ex-
cept that the judge of the 306th District Court upon
his own order may retain jurisdiction of or transfer
to one of the other courts, that is, County Courts
Nos. 1 and 2 and the Probate and County Court, any

such case as the judge of the 306th Distriet Court

may determine serves the needs of justice.

Whenever possible, the court which presides over
the initial hearing shall maintain exclusive jurisdic-
tion over the case until final disposition.

307th District Court

Sec. 2.08. On the effective date specified in See-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 307th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Gregg County, and its court, which
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replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Gregg
County, is the 307th District Court. The 307th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 307th Judicial District.

308th District Court

Sec. 2.09. On the effective date specified in Sec-
ition 3.02 of this Act, the 308th Judicial District is
lcreated. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
'boundaries of Harris County, and its court, which
Jrep]aces the Court of Domestic Relations for Harris
ECOunty, is the 308th District Court. The 308th
| District Court may be called the Family District
| Court, for the 808th Judicial District.

309th District Court

Sec. 2.10. On the effective date specified in Sec-
"tion 8.02 of this Act, the 309th Judicial District is
.created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
‘boundaries of Harris County, and its court, which
'replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 2 for
‘Harris County, is the 309th District Court. The
309th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
triet Court for the 309th Judicial District.

310th District Court

Sec. 2.11. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 8.02 of this Act, the 310th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Harris County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 3 for
Harris County, is the 310th District Court. The
310th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 310th Judicial District.

311th District Court

Sec. 2.12. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 8.02 of this Act, the 811th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Harris County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 4 for
Harris County, is the 311th District Court. The
311th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 311th Judicial District.

312th District Court

Sec. 2.13. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 312th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Harris County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 5 for
Harris County, is the 312th District Court. The
312th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 312th Judicial District.

313th District Court

Sec. 2.14. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 313th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Harris County, and its court, which
replaces the Juvenile Court for Harris County, is
the 313th District Court. The 313th District Court
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may be called the Family District Court for the
313th Judicial District.

314th District Court

Sec. 2.15. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Aect, the 814th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Harris County, and its eourt, which
replaces the Juvenile Court No. 2 for Harris Coun-
ty, is the 314th District Court. The 314th District
Court may be called the Family District Court for
the 314th Judicial District.

315th District Court

Sec. 2.16. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 815th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Harris County, and its court, which
replaces the Juvenile Court No. 8 for Harris Coun-
ty, is the 315th District Court. The 815th District
Court may be called the Family District Court for
the 315th Judicial Distriet.

316th District Court

Sec. 2.17. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 316th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Hutchinson County, and its court,
which replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for
Hutchinson County, is the 316th District Court.
The 316th District Court may be called the Family
District Court for the 316th Judicial District.

317th District Court

Sec. 2.18. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 317th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Jefferson County, and its court,
which replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for
Jefferson County, is the 317th District Court. The
317th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 31Tth Judicial District.

318th District Court

Sec. 2.19. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 8.02 of this Act, the 318th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Midland County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Mid-
land County, is the 318th Distriet Court. The 318th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 318th Judicial District.

319th District Court

Seec. 2.20. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 319th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Nueces County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Nuee-
es County, is the 319th District Court. The 319th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 319th Judicial District.
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320th District Court

Sec. 2.21. On the effective date specified in See-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 320th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Potter County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Potter
County, is the 320th District Court. The 320th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 320th Judicial District.

321st District Court

Sec. 2.22. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 321st Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Smith County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Smith
County, is the 321st District Court. The 321st
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 321st Judicial District. ‘

322nd District Court

Sec. 2.23. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act the 322nd Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Tarrant County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 1 for
Tarrant County, is the 322nd District Court. The
322nd District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 322nd Judicial District.

323rd District Court

Sec. 2.24. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 8.02 of this Act, the 323rd Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Tarrant County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 2 for
Tarrant County, is the 823rd District Court. The
323rd District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 823rd Judicial District.

324th District Court

Sec. 2.25. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 324th Judicial District is
created. . Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Tarrant County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 3 for
Tarrant County, is the 324th District Court. The
324th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 324th Judicial District.

325th District Court

Sec. 2.26. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 325th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Tarrant County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 4 for
Tarrant County, is the 325th District Court. The
325th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 325th Judicial District.
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326th District Court

See. 2.27. On the effective date specified in Sec-

tion 3.02 of this Act, the 326th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Taylor County, and its court, which

replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for Taylor’

County, is the 826th District Court. The 326th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 326th Judicial Distriet.

327th District Court

Sec. 2.28. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 8.02 of this Aect, the 327th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of El Paso County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations for El
Paso County, is the 327th District Court. The 327th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 327th Judicial District.

328th District Court

Sec. 2.29. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 328th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Fort Bend County, and its court,
which replaces the Court of Domestic Relations of
Fort Bend County, is the 328th District Court. The
328th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 828th Judicial District.

329th District Court

Sec. 2.30. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 329th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Wharton County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations of Whar-
ton County, is the 329th District Court. The 329th
District Court may be called the Family District
Court for the 329th Judicial District.

330th District Court

Sec. 2.31. On the effective date specified in Sec-
tion 3.02 of this Act, the 330th Judicial District is
created. Its boundaries are coextensive with the
boundaries of Dallas County, and its court, which
replaces the Court of Domestic Relations No. 4 of
Dallas County, is the 330th District Court. The
330th District Court may be called the Family Dis-
trict Court for the 330th Judicial District.

360th District Court

Sec. 2.32. The 360th Judicial District is created.
Its boundaries are coextensive with the boundaries
of Tarrant County, and its court is the 360th Dis-
trict Court. The 360th District Court may be called
the Family District Court for the 360th Judicial
District.
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SUBCHAPTER C. TEMPORARY PROVISIONS
Appointment

Sec. 3.01. The first judge of a family district
court created in this Act is appointed by the gover-
nor.

Effective Date

Sec. 3.02. Subchapter B of this Act shall become
effective immediately.

Transfer of Pending Cases, Process, and Writs

Sec. 3.03. When a family district court is creat-
ed:

(1) all cases pending in the replaced court are
transferred to the family district court which re-
places it; and

(2) all process and writs pending in or issued by
the replaced court are transferred to the family
district court which replaces it and are returnable to
that family district court.

Repealer

Sec. 8.04. (a) Each act creating or providing for
a court replaced by a family district court under this
Act is repealed on the date the family district court
is created.

(b) The following acts are repealed on the dates
provided in Subsection (a) of this section:

{1) Chapter 426, Acts of the 5lst Legislature,
Regular Session, 1949, as amended (Article 2338-3,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(2) Chapter 23, Acts of the 55th Legislature, 1st
Called Session, 1957, as amended (Article 2338-3a,
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes);

(8) Chapter 325, Acts of the 53rd Legislature,
Regular Session, 1953, as amended (Article 2338-5,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(4) Chapter 49, Acts of the 54th Legislature,
1955, as amended (Article 2338~7, Vernon's Texas
Civil Statutes);

(5) Chapter 157, Acts of the 55th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1957 (Article 2338-7a, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes);

(6) Chapter 16, Acts of the 55th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session, 1957, as amended (Article 2338-8, Ver-
non’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(7) Chapter 511, Acts of the 55th Legislature,

Regular Session, 1957, as amended (Article 2338-9,
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes);

(8) Chapter 13, Acts of the 56th Legislature, 8rd
Called Session, 1959, as amended (Article 2338-9a,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(9) Chapter 31, Acts of the 56th Legislature, Reg-
ular Session, 1959, as amended (Article 2338-10,
Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes);
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(10) Chapter 242, Acts of the 56th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1959, as amended (Article 2338-11,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(11) Chapter 299, Acts of the 58th Legislature,
1963, as amended (Article 2338-11a, Vernon's Texas
Civil Statutes);

(12) Chapter 443, Acts of the 56th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1959, as amended (Article 2338-13,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(13) Chapter 159, Acts of the 57th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1961, as amended (Article 2338-14,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(14) Section 2, Chapter 212, Acts of the 59th
Legislature, Regular Session, 1965 (Section 2, Arti-
cle 6819a-39, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes);

(15) Chapter 6, Acts of the 57th Legislature, 3rd
Called Session, 1962, as amended (Article 2338-15,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(16) Chapter 278, Acts of the 59th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1965, as amended (Article 2338-
15a, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(17) Chapter 64, Acts of the 57th Legislature, 3rd
Called Session, 1962, as amended (Article 2338-16,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(18) Chapter 44, Acts of the 58th Legislature,
1963, as amended (Article 2338-17, Vernon’s Texas
Civil Statutes);

(19) Chapter 289, Acts of the 59th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1965, as amended (Article 2338-18,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(20) Chapter 307, Acts of the 59th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1965, as amended (Article 2338-19,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(21) Chapter 537, Acts of the 59th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1965, as amended (Article 2338-20,
Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(22) Chapter 780, Acts of the 60th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1967 (Article 23838-9b, Vernon's
Texas Civil Statutes);

(23) Chapter 781, Acts of the 60th Legislature,
Regular Session, 1967 (Article 2338-15b, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes);

(24) Chapter 465, Acts of the 61st Legislature,
Regular Session, 1969 (Article 2338-11b, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes);

(25) Chapter 761, Acts of the 61st Legislature,
Regular Session, 1969, as amended (Article 2338-
15¢, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes);

(26) Chapter 786, Acts of the 61st Legislature,
Regular Session, 1969 (Article 2338-9¢, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes);

(27) Chapter 673, Acts of the 61st Legislature,
Regular Session, 1969 (Article 2338-18a, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes);
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(28) Chapter 844, Acts of the 62nd Legislature,
Regular Session, 1971 (Article 2338-21, Vernon's
Texas Civil Statutes);

(29) Chapter 100, Acts of the 63rd Legislature,
Regular Session, 1973 (Article 2338-22, Vernon's
Texas Civil Statutes);

(30) Chapter 201, Acts of the 63rd Legislature,
Regular Session, 1978 (Article 2338-28, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes); and

(81) Chapter 207, Acts of the 63rd Legislature,
Regular Session, 1973 (Article 2338-9b.1, Vernon’s
Texas Civil Statutes).

(c) Chapter 393, Acts of the 52nd Legislature,
1951 (Article 2338-4, Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes),
and Chapter 434, Acts of the 53rd Legislature,
Regular Session, 1953 (Article 2338-6, Vernon's
Texas Civil Statutes), are repealed.

(d) All other laws or parts of laws in conflict with
this Act are repealed to the extent of the conflict.

SUBCHAPTER D. MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS

Effective Date

Sec. 4.00. This Act takes effect on September 1,
1971. :

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 2144, ch. 859, eff. Sept. 1, 1977.
Amended by Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 157, ch. 85, § 1, eff.
Aug. 27, 1979; Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 784, ch. 345, § §,
eff. Aug. 27, 1979; Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1643, ch. 686,
§ 15, eff. Aug. 27, 1979; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2063, ch.
453, § 3(13), eff. Sept. 1, 1981; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p.
4971, ch. 889, § 17, eff. Jan. 1, 1984.]

Acts 1981, 67th Leg., ch. 453, repealing § 1.08 of this article,
enacted Title 110B, Public Retirement Systems.

CHAPTER FIVE. CRIMINAL DISTRICT
COURTS

IN GENERAL

Art.
1926-1. Certain Courts Continued.

DALLAS COUNTY

Dallas Criminal District Court.

Criminal Judicial District of Dallas County.
Criminal District Court No. 2 of Dallas County.
Criminal District Court No. 3 of Dallas County.
Criminal District Court No. 5 of Dallds County.
Special Criminal Distriet Court at Dallas Coun-

ty.

1926-11.
1926-12.
1926-13.
1926-14.
1926-15.
1926-16.

JURISDICTION
Concurrent Jurisdiction of Criminal District
Courts with County Court at Law.
Jurisdiction Increased.

1926-21.
1926-22.

JUDGES; CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS
1926-26. Judges of Criminal District Courts May Sit in
Either Court.
1926-27. Criminal District Attorney; Duties; Salary;
Fees; Accounting; Assistants; Qath; Pow-
ers; Report of Expenses; Election.



1445
HARRIS COUNTY

Art.
1926-31 to 1926-35. Transferred.
TARRANT COUNTY

1926-41.  Criminal Distriet Court for Tarrant County.

1926-42.  Criminal District Court No. 1 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

1926-42a. Change of Name to Criminal District Court
No. 1 of Tarrant County.

1926-43.  Criminal District Court No. 2 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

1926-44,  Criminal District Court No. 3 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

1926-45.  Criminal District Court No. 4 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

TRAVIS COUNTY
1926-51. Criminal Distriet Court of Travis County.
JEFFERSON COUNTY

1926-61. Criminal District Court of Jefferson County.

1926-62. Jurisdiction Increased.

1926-63, Criminal Judicial District of Jefferson County.

IN GENERAL
Art. 1926-1. Certain Courts Continued

Each of the following courts shall continue with
the jurisdiction, organization, terms and powers
now existing until otherwise provided by law:

1. Criminal District Court of Dallas County.

2. Criminal District Court No. 2 of Dallas Coun-
ty.
Criminal District Court of Harris County.
Criminal District Court of Tarrant County.
Criminal District Court of Travis County.

6. Criminal District Court for the Counties of
Nueces, Kleberg, Kennedy, Willacy and Cameron.

7. All County Courts at Law.
[1925 C.C.P.]

A

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

" DALLAS COUNTY

Art. 1926-11. Dallas Criminal District Court

Sec. 1. There is hereby created and established
at the city of Dallas a criminal district court, which
shall have and exercise all the criminal jurisdiction
heretofore vested in and exercised by the district
courts of Dallas county. All appeals from the judg-
ments of said court shall be to the court of criminal
appeals, under the same regulations as are now or
may hereafter be provided by law for appeals in
criminal cases from district courts.

Sec. 2. The district courts of Dallas county shall
not have nor exercise any criminal jurisdiction.

Sec. 3. The judge of said criminal district court
shall be elected by the qualified voters of Dallas
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county for a term of four years, and shall hold his
office until his successor shall have been elected
and qualified. He shall possess the same qualifica-
tions as are required of a judge of the district court,
and shall receive the same salary as is now, or may
hereafter, be paid to the district judges, to be paid
in like manner. He shall have and exercise all the
powers and duties now or hereafter to be vested in
and exercised by district judges in criminal cases.
The judge of said court may exchange with any
district judge, as provided by law in cases of district
judges, and in case of disqualification or absence of
the judge, a special judge may be selected, elected,
or appointed, as provided by law in cases of district
judges. _

Sec. 4. Said court shall have a seal of like design
as the seal now provided by law for district courts,
except that the words “Criminal District Court of
Dallas County” shall be engraved around the mar-
gin thereof, which seal shall be used for all the
purposes for which the seals of the district courts
are required to be used; and certified copies of the
orders, proceedings, judgments, and other official
acts of said court, under the hand of the clerk and
attested by the seal of said court, shall be admissi-
ble in evidence in all the courts of this state in like
manner as similar certified copies from courts of
record are now .or may hereafter be admissible.

Sec. 5. The sheriff, the county attorney, and the
clerk of the district court of Dallas county, as
heretofore provided for by law, shall be the sheriff,
county attorney, and clerk, respectively, of said
criminal district court, under the same rules and
regulations as are now, or may hereafter be, pre-
scribed by law for the government of sheriffs, coun-
ty attorneys, and clerks in the district courts of the
state; and said sheriff, county attorney, and clerk
shall respectively receive such fees as are now or
may hereafter be prescribed by law for such offices
in the district courts of the state, to be paid in the
same manner.

Sec. 6. Said court shall hold four terms each
year for the trial of causes and the disposition of
business coming before it, one term beginning the
first Monday of January, one term beginning the
first Monday of April, one term beginning the first
Monday of July, and one term beginning the first
Monday of October. A grand jury shall be impan-
eled in said court for each term thereof; and jury
commissioners shall be appointed for drawing jurors
for said court, as is now or may hereafter be
required by law in district courts, and under like
rules and regulations.

See. 7. The trials and proceedings in said court
shall be conducted according to the laws governing
the pleadings, practice, and proceedings in criminal
cases in the district courts.

{1925 C.C.P.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.
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Art. 1926-12. Criminal Judicial District of Dal-
las County

There is hereby created and established a Crimi-
nal Judicial District of Dallas County, Texas, to be
composed of the County of Dallas, Texas, alone, and
the Criminal District Court of Dallas county, and
the Criminal District Court No. 2 of Dallas county,
Texas, shall have and exercise all the Criminal Jur-
isdiction of such courts, of and for said Criminal
District of Dallas county, Texas, that are now con-
ferred by law on said Criminal District Courts.

[1925 C.C.P.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-13. Criminal District Court No. 2 of
Dallas County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created and established
at the city of Dallas a criminal district court to be
known as the “Criminal District Court No. 2 of
Dallas County,” which court shall have and exercise
concurrent jurisdiction with the criminal district
court of Dallas county, Texas, as now given and
exercised by the said eriminal district court of Dal-
las county under the Constitution and laws of the
State of Texas.

Sec. 2. ‘From and after the time this law shall
take effect the criminal district court of Dallas
county, and the criminal district court No. 2 of
Dallas county shall have and exercise concurrent
jurisdiction with each other in all felony causes and
in all matters and proceedings of which the said
criminal district court of Dallas county now has
jurisdiction; and either of the judges of said crimi-
nal district court may in their discretion transfer
any cause or causes that may at any time be pend-
ing in his court to the other criminal district court
by an order or orders entered upon the minutes of
his court; and where such transfer or transfers are
made the clerk of such district court shall enter
such cause or causes upon the docket to which such
transfer or transfers are made, and, when so en-
tered upon the docket, the judge shall try and
dispose of said causes in the same manner as if such
causes were originally instituted in said court.

Sec. 3. The judge of said criminal district court
No. 2 of Dallas county shall be elected by the
qualified voters of Dallas county for a term of four
years, and shall hold his office until his successor
shall have been elected and qualified. He shall
possess the same qualifications as are required of
the judge of a district court, and shall receive the
same salary as is now or may hereafter be paid to
the district judges, to be paid in like manner. He
shall have and exercise all the powers and duties
now or hereafter to be vested in and exercised by
district judges of the criminal district court of Dal-
las county. The judge of said court may exchange
with any district judge, as provided by law in cases
of district judges, and, in case of disqualification or
absence of a judge, a special judge may be selected,
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elected or appointed as provided by law in cases of
district judges; provided, that the Governor, by and
with the consent of the Senate, if in session, shall
appoint a judge of said court, who shall hold the
office until the next general election, after the pas-
sage of this law, and until his suceessor shall have
been elected and qualified.

Sec. 4. Said court shall have a seal of like design
as the seal now provided by law for distriet courts,
except that the words “Criminal District Court No.
2 of Dallas County” shall be engraved around the
margin thereof, which seal shall be used for all the
purposes for which the seals of the district courts
are required to be used; and certified copies of the
orders, proceedings, judgments and other official
acts of said court, under the hand of the clerk and
attested by the seal of said court, shall be admissi-
ble in evidence in all the courts of this State in like
manner as similar certified copies from courts of
record are now or may hereafter be admissible.

Sec. 5. The sheriff, county attorney and the
clerk of the district court of Dallas county, as
heretofore provided for by law, shall be the sheriff,
county attorney and clerk, respectively, of said
criminal district court under the same rules and
regulations as are now or may hereafter be pre-
scribed by law for the government of sheriffs, coun-
ty attorneys and clerks of the district courts of the
State; and said sheriff, county attorney and clerk
shall respectively receive such fees as are now or
may hereafter be prescribed by law for such offi-
cers in the district courts of the State to be paid in
the same manner.

Sec. 6. Said court shall hold four terms each
year for the trial of causes and the disposition of
business coming before it, one term beginning the
first Monday of April, one term beginning the first
Monday of July, one term beginning the first Mon-
day of October, and one term beginning the first
Monday of January. The grand jury shall be im-
paneled in said court for each term thereof unless
otherwise directed by the judge of said court, and
the procedure for drawing jurors for said court
shall be the same as is now or may hereafter be
required by law in district courts, and under the
same rules and regulations. The trials and proceed-
ings in said court shall be conducted according to
the laws governing the pleadings, practice and pro-
ceedings in criminal cases in the district courts.

[1925 C.C.P.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-14. Criminal District Court of No. 3 of
Dallas County

Sec. 1. The Special Criminal District Court of
Dallas County, heretofore established as a tempo-
rary District Court under the terms and provisions
of Senate Bill No. 21, Acts of the 53rd Legislature,
First Called Session, 1954, Chapter 51, page 105, is
hereby established as a permanent Criminal District
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Court, the limits of which district shall be co-exten-
sive with the limits of Dallas County, Texas, and
shall be known as the Criminal District Court No. 3
of Dallas County.

Sec. 2. The present District Judge of the Special
Criminal Distriet Court of Dallas County, duly elect-
ed and acting as such, shall be the District Judge of
the Criminal District Court No. 3 of Dallas County
until the time for which he has been elected expires
and until his successor is duly elected and qualified.

[Acts 1955, 84th Leg., p. 711, ch. 256.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-15. Criminal District Court No. 5 of
Dallas County

A. There is hereby created, effective October 1,
1965, in and for Dallas County, Texas, one addition-
al Criminal Judicial District to be known as Criminal
Judicial Distriet No. 5, and the court of said district
shall be known as the Criminal District Court No. 5
of Dallas County, Texas. The limits of said district
shall be coextensive with the limits of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas.

B. The Criminal District Court No. 5 shall have
and exercise the powers conferred by the constitu-
tion and laws of the State of Texas on the judges of
the existing Criminal District Courts of Dallas
County, Texas, and the jurisdiction of said court
shall be concurrent with that of the existing Crimi-
nal District Courts of Dallas County, Texas. The
said court shall have and exercise, in addition to the
jurisdiction now conferred by law on said court,
concurrent jurisdiction coextensive with the limits
of Dallas County in all actions, proceedings, matters
and causes, both civil and criminal, of which district
courts of general jurisdiction are given jurisdiction
by the constitution and laws of the State of Texas.

C. The terms of said Criminal District Court No.
5 shall begin on the first Monday of January, April,
July, and October of each year respectively, and
each of said terms of said court shall continue until
the convening of the next succeeding term.

D. The Judge of said Criminal District Court No.
5 is authorized to appoint an official court reporter
for such court, and said court reporter shall have
the qualifications now required by law for official
shorthand reporters. Such reporter shall perform
the duties as required by law and such duties as
may be assigned to the court reporter by the judge
of such court and shall receive as compensation for
his-services the compensation now allowed or here-
inafter allowed for the official shorthand reporters
for the District Courts of Dallas County, Texas,
under the laws of this state.

E. The district clerk shall equalize the dockets of
the Criminal District Courts of Dallas County by
transferring cases from the Criminal District Court,
the Criminal District Court No. 2, the Criminal
Distriet Court No. 3, and the Criminal District Court
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No. 4 to the Criminal District Court No. 5 hereby
created.

F. The judge of any of the District Courts in
Dallas County may in his discretion try and dispose
of any causes, matters or proceedings for any other
judge of said courts. Either of the judges of said
District Courts of Dallas County may at his discre-
tion at termtime or in vacation fransfer a case or
cases to said other district court with the consent of
the judge of said other district court by order en-
tered in the minutes of his court. When such
transfer is ordered, the District Clerk of Dallas
County shall certify all orders made in said case and
such certified copies of such orders together with
the original papers shall be filed among the papers
of the case thus transferred and the fees thereof
shall be taxed as part of the costs of said suit and
the clerk of said court shall docket any such case in
the court to which it shall been transferred, and
when so entered, the court to which same shall have
been thus transferred shall have like jurisdiction
therein as in cases originally filed in said court. All
process and writs issued out of the district court
from which any such transfer is made shall be
returnable to the court to which said transfer is
made,

G. The District Attorney of Dallas County shall
also be the district attorney for the additional Crimi-
nal District Court hereby created.

H. The District Clerk of Dallas County, Texas
shall also act as District Clerk for the Criminal
District Court No. 5 hereby created.

I. The Sheriff of Dallas County, either in person
or by deputy shall attend the Criminal District
Court No. 5 as required by the judge thereof, and
the sheriff and constables of the several counties of
this state, with executing processes issued ouf of
said court, shall receive fees as provided by General
Law for executing processes issued out of district
courts.

J. All processes, writs, bonds, recognizances or
other obligations issued out of the District Courts
or Criminal District Courts of Dallas County are
hereby made returnable to the said District Courts
of Dallas County as required by law and all bonds
executed and recognizances entered by and in said
courts shall bind the parties for their appearance or
to fulfill the obligations of such bonds or recogni-
zances at the terms of such courts as fixed by law
and this Act, and all processes heretofore returned
or hereafter returned to the District Courts of Dal-
las County shall be valid.

K. Except as herein otherwise provided, the
laws and parts of laws applicable to District Courts
and Criminal District Courts of Dallas County shall
be applicable to the Criminal District Court No. 5
created by this Act.

L. If any provision of this Act is held unconstitu-
tional or invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the
remaining provisions of this Act. Except as other-
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wise provided in this Act all laws now in effect with
respect to Judicial District Courts and Criminal Dis-
trict Courts of Dallas County shall apply respective-
ly to the Criminal District Court No. 5 ereated by
this Act.

M. The Governor shall appoint a suitable person
as Judge of the Criminal Court No. 5 of Dallas
County created by this Act, who shall hold office
until the next general election and until his succes-
sor has been duly elected and qualified. At the first
general election after the creation of said court
provided for herein, the judge of said court shall be
elected for a term of four (4) years. Such person so
appointed and elected shall have the qualifications

- provided by the constitution and the laws of this
state for district judges.

A sum of $16,000 for the fiscal year ending Au-
gust 31, 1966, and a sum of $16,000 for the fiscal
year ending August 31, 1967, is hereby appropriated
from the General Revenue Fund for the salary of
the Judge of the Criminal Court No. 5 of Dallas
County. The salary shall be paid as provided by
law.

[Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 895, ch. 442, § 10a, eff. Sept. 1,
1965.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-16. Special Criminal District Court at
Dallas County

There is hereby created and established at the
City of Dallas a Special Criminal District Court to
be known as the “Special Criminal District Court of
Dallas County,” which court shall have and exercise
concurrent jurisdiction with the Criminal District
Court of Dallas County, Texas, and the Criminal
District Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas, as is
now given and exercised by the said Criminal Dis-
trict Court of Dallas County, Texas, and the Crimi-
nal District Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas,
under the Constitution and laws of the State of
Texas.

[Acts 1954, 53rd Leg., 1st C.S., p. 105, ch. 51, art. 1, § 1.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

The Special Criminal District Court of
Dallas County, a temporary court under
Acts 1954, 53rd Leg., 1st C.S., p. 105, ch.
81, art. 8, § 1 which provided that such
court should cease to exist on Aug. 31,
1956, was established as permanent crim-
inal District Court No. 8 of Dallas Coun-
ty by Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 711, ch. 256,
§ 1 (art. 1926-14, ante). See, also, Article
199, Judicial District 14, ete.
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JURISDICTION

Art. 1926-21. Concurrent Jurisdiction of Crimi-
nal District Courts with County
Court at Law

Sec. 1. The Criminal District Court and Criminal
District Court No. 2 of Dallas County shall have and
exercise original concurrent jurisdiction with each
other and with the County Court of Dallas County
at Law in all matters and proceedings relative to
misdemeanor causes of which the County Court of
Dallas County at Law now has jurisdiction and
either of the judges of said Criminal Distriet Courts
and the judge of said County Court of Dallas Coun-
ty at Law may, in his discretion, or upon the motion
of the county attorney of Dallas county, transfer by
written order or orders, entered upon the minutes
of said court, any misdemeanor cause or misde-
meanor causes that may at any time be pending in
either of said courts to either of the other of said
courts, as should, in his discretion, be transferred or
as may be prayed for in the motion of the county
attorney.

Sec. 2. Upon the transfer of any such cause or
causes from said County Court of Dallas County at
Law to either of said Criminal District Courts it
shall be the duty of the county clerk of Dallas
County to prepare and forward with the papers in
said cause or causes s0 transferred a bill of the cost
then accrued which said cost shall follow said cause
or causes, and be taxed in said cause or causes with
any other cost that may accrue in said cause or
causes in either of said Criminal District Courts to
which said cause or causes may be transferred;
provided that the county clerk of Dallas County
making such a bill of cost shall receive the sum of
50 cents for the preparation and forwarding of said
bill of cost, in each cause so transferred, which said
sum and cost shall be taxed in said cause and
collected as other cost in the manner now provided
by law; and the clerk of the District Court of Dallas
County shall likewise, upon the transfer of any such
cause from either of said Criminal District Courts to
the County Court of Dallas County at Law, prepare
such bill of cost and forward same as provided
therein, and shall receive the same compensation as
herein provided for the county clerk of Dallas Coun-
ty in such cases.

Sec. 3. The clerk of the District Court of Dallas
County shall keep for each of said Criminal District
Courts a misdemeanor docket and a misdemeanor
motion docket in like manner as is now provided for
by law for the County Court of Dallas County at
Law, and upon any such cause or causes being
transferred from the County Court of Dallas Coun-
ty at Law or from one of said Criminal District
Courts to the other, said cause or causes shall be
docketed as now provided by law for the County
Court of Dallas County at Law.

Sec. 4. In trial of causes transferred to either of
the Criminal District Courts of Dallas County from
the County Court of Dallas County at Law, the
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trials, pleadings and practice shall be the same as in
trial of other causes over which the Criminal Dis-
trict Courts of Dallas County now have jurisdiction.

Sec. 5. The county attorney of Dallas county
and all other officers shall receive the same fees in

misdemeanor causes in said Criminal District Courts

as are now provided by law in the County Court of
Dallas County at Law and in all other matters of
cost tax in said causes in said Criminal District
Courts, the item shall in no event be greater than
that provided by law for such items in the County
Court of Dallas County at Law, and all such cost in
such causes shall be paid to the officers of the court
in which same is accrued.

Sec. 6. [General repealer.]

Sec. 7. All misdemeanor causes of which the
County Court of Dallas County now has jurisdiction
may be filed originally with the clerk of the district
[court] of Dallas! county, in either the Criminal
District Court of Dallas County or the Criminal
District Court No. 2 of Dallas County, in the same
manner as is now provided by law for the filing of
such causes with the county clerk of Dallas county
in the County Court of Dallas County at Law.

Sec. Ta. Said Criminal District Courts shall have
jurisdiction on all bail bonds and recognizances tak-
en in proceedings had before such courts; in all
causes transferred to said courts from either of
them or that may be transferred to said courts from
the County Court of Dallas County at Law; and
may enter forfeitures thereof; and final judgment
and enforce the collection of same by proper process
in the manner as provided by law in said bail bond
proceedings; and all bail bonds, recognizances or
other obligations taken for the appearance of de-
fendants, parties and witnesses, in either the Coun-
ty Court of Dallas County at Law or Criminal
District Court of Dallas County or Criminal District
Court No. 2 of Dallas County, shall be binding on all
such defendants, parties and witnesses and their
sureties for appearance in either of said courts in
which said cause may be pending or to which same
may be transferred.

(1925 C.C.P]

180 in Session Laws. Enrolled bill reads “clerk of distriet of or
Dallas.”
Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-22. Jurisdiction Increased

Sec. 1. In addition to the jurisdiction now con-
ferred upon the Criminal District Court of Dallas
County, and upon the Criminal Distriect Court No. 2
of Dallas County, by the Constitution and laws of
the State of Texas, said Courts shall hereafter have
and exercise civil jurisdiction in suits, causes and
matters of:

(1) Divorce, as provided in Chapter 4, Title 75, of
the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, of 1925, and
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any amendments thereof, heretofore or hereafter
made thereto.

(2) Dependent and delinquent children, as provid-
ed in Title 43, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, of
1925, and any amendments thereof, heretofore or
hereafter made thereto.

(8) Adoption, as provided in Title 3, Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, of 1925, and any and all amend-
ments heretofore or that may hereafter be made
thereto.

(4) Habeas Corpus proceedings in civil matters.

Sec. 2. In all matters pertaining to the addition-
al jurisdiction herein conferred upon said Courts, all
the officers of said Courts shall have the same
powers, rights and duties that are now or that may-
hereafter be conferred upon the same or similar
officers in the other District Courts of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas; and all fees and costs in such matters
shall be the same as now or that may hereafter be
provided in the same or similar matters in the other
District Courts of Dallas County, Texas.

Sec. 3. Any Judge of any District Court of Dal-
las County may at his discretion transfer any cause
or causes set out in Section 1 hereof that may at
any time be pending in his Court to any other
District Court of Dallas County by an order or
orders entered upon the minutes of his Court; and
the presiding Judge of the District Courts of Dallas
County may in like manner assign any case in his
Court or in any of the District Courts in Dallas
County involving or pertaining to the matters set
out in Section 1 hereof to any other Judge or Court,
including the Criminal District Courts of Dallas
County, or may assign any Judge to try any of said
causes in any of said Courts, and the Judge in
whose Court an assigned case is pending shall
transfer the case to the Court to which it is as-
signed, and the Judge of the Court to which it is
assigned shall receive and try the case. When such
transfer or transfers are made the Clerk of such
Court shall enter such cause or causes upon the
docket to which said transfer or transfers are made,
and, when so entered upon the docket, the Judge
shall try and dispose of said cause or causes in the
same manner as if such cause or causes were origi-
nally instituted in said Court.

Sec. 4.  The trials and proceedings in said Courts
in such matters shall be conducted according to the
laws governing the pleadings, practice and proceed-
ings in civil cases in the District Courts and in
conformity with the provisions of Article 2092, Re-
vised Civil Statutes of Texas, of 1925, and all ap-
peals in such civil cases shall be to the Court of Civil
Appeals for the Fifth Supreme Judicial District of
Texas-in the manner now or that may hereafter be
provided by law.

[Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p. 604, ch. 243.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.
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JUDGES; CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS

Art. 1926-26. Judges of Criminal District Courts
May Sit in Either Court

From and after the time this law shall take effect
the Criminal District Court of Dallas County, Texas,
and the Criminal District Court Number Two of
Dallas County, Texas, and the respective judges
thereof, shall have and exercise concurrent jurisdic-
tion with each other in all felony cases, and in all
misdemeanor cases in which said courts have, or
may hereafter have, concurrent jurisdiction with the
County Court of Dallas County at Law, and in all
matters and proceedings of which either of said
criminal district courts of Dallas County, Texas,
now have jurisdiction; and either of the judges of
said eriminal district courts may, in his diseretion, in
the absence of the judge of the other criminal
district court from his courtroom, or from the Coun-
ty of Dallas, Texas, try and dispose of any cause or
causes that may be pending in such eriminal district
court as fully as could such absent judge were he
personally present and presiding. And either of
said judges may receive in open court from the
foreman of the grand jury any bill or bills of indict-
ment in the court to which such bill or bills of
indictment may be returnable, entering the present-
ment of such bill or bills of indictment in the min-
utes of the proceedings of such court, and may hear
and receive from any impaneled petit jury any re-
port, information or verdict, and make and cause to
be entered any order or orders in reference thereto,
or with reference to the continuation of the delibera-
tion of such petit jury or their final discharge, as
fully and completely as such absent district judge
could do if personally present and presiding over
such court; and may make any other order or
orders in such courts respecting the causes therein
pending or the procedure pertaining thereto, as the
regular judge of said criminal district court could
make if personally present and presiding.

[1925 C.C.P]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-27. Criminal District Attorney;
Duties; Salary; Fees; Accounting;
Assistants; Oath; Powers; Report of
Expenses; Election

Sec. 1. See article 199 (14th Dist.).

Sec. 2. There shall be elected by the qualified
electors of the Criminal Judicial District of Dallas
county, Texas, an attorney for said district, who
shall be styled the “Criminal District Attorney of
Dallas county,” and who shall hold his office for a
period of two years and until his successor is elect-
ed and qualified. The said Criminal District Attor-
ney shall possess all the qualifications and take the
oath and give the bond required by the Constitution
and laws of this State, of other district attorneys.
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Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of said Criminal
District Attorney or his assistants, as hereinafter
provided to be in attendance upon each term of the
“Criminal Court of Dallas County” and the “Crimi-
nal District Court No. 2 of Dallas County” and to
represent the state in all matters pending before
said courts. And he shall have exclusive control of
all ecriminal cases wherever pending, or in whatever
court in Dallas County that now has jurisdiction of
criminal cases, as well as any or all courts that may
hereafter be created and given jurisdiction in erimi-
nal cases, and he shall have the fees therefor fixed
by law. He shall also have control of any and all
cases heard on habeas corpus before any civil dis-
trict court of Dallas County, as well as before the
Criminal Court .of said county. The Criminal Dis-
trict Attorney of Dallas County shall have and
exercise in addition to the specific powers given and
the duties imposed upon him by this Act, all such
powers, duties and privileges within said Criminal
District of Dallas County as are by law now con-
ferred, or which may hereafter be conferred upon
district and county attorneys in the various counties
and judicial districts of this state.

It is further provided that he and his assistants
shall have the exclusive right and it shall be their
sole duty to perform the duties provided for in this
Act, except in cases of absence from the county of
the Criminal District Attorney and his assistants, or
their inability or refusal to act; and no other person
shall have the power to perform the duties provided
for in this Act, or to represent the state in any
criminal case in Dallas County, except in case of the
absence from Dallas County, or the inability or
refusal to act of the Criminal District Attorney and
his assistants.

Sec. 4. The said Criminal District Attorney of
Dallas County shall be commissioned by the Gover-
nor and shall receive a salary of $500.00 per annum,
to be paid by the state, and in addition thereto shall
receive the following fees in felony cases, to be paid
by the state; for each conviction of felonious homi-
cide, where the defendant does not appeal or dies,
or escapes after appeal and before final judgment
of the Court of Criminal Appeals, or where, upon
appeal, the judgment is affirmed, the sum of forty
dollars. For all other convictions in felony cases,
where the defendant does not appeal, or dies, or
escapes, after appeal, and before final judgment of
the Court of Criminal Appeals, or where, upon ap-
peal, the judgment is affirmed the sum of thirty
dollars; provided, that in all convictions of felony, in
which punishment is fixed by the verdict and judg-
ment by confinement in the House of Correction and
Reformatory, his fee shall be fifteen dollars. For
representing the state in each case of habeas corpus
where the defendant is charged with felony, the
sum of twenty dollars. For representing the state
in examining trials, in felony cases, where indict-
ment is returned, in each case, the sum of five
dollars. The Criminal District Attorney shall also
receive such fees for other services rendered by him
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as is now, or may hereafter be authorized by law to
be paid to other district and county attorneys in this
state for such services.

Sec. 5. The Criminal District Attorney of Dallas
County shall retain out of the fees earned and
collected by him the sum of three thousand five
hundred dollars per annum and in addition thereto
one fourth of the gross excess of all such fees in
excess of three thousand five hundred dollars per
annum to an amount not in excess of two thousand
dollars. The three fourth remaining to be applied
first to the payment of the salaries of the Assistant
District Attorneys and extra assistant District At-
torneys and stenographer as hereinafter provided
for. The remainder to be paid into the treasury of
Dallas County; provided that in arriving at the
amount collected by him he shall include the fees
arising from all classes of criminal cases whether
felony or misdemeanor arising in any of the courts
in Dallas County now existing, or which may here-
after be created including habeas corpus hearing
and fines and forfeitures; provided that after the
30th day of November and before the first day of
January following of each year, he shall make a full
and complete report and accounting to the county
judge of Dallas County of all of such fees so collect-

ed by him; provided that in addition to the above he

shall receive ten per cent. for the collection of
delinquent fees as is nhow provided by law relating
to the collection of delinquent fees by county and
district attorneys. Such fees however, to be includ-
ed in the reports herein provided for and to be taken
into consideration in arriving at the total maximum
compensation provided in this Act.

Sec. 6. The Criminal District Attorney of Dallas
County may appoint two assistant eriminal district
attorneys who shall each receive a salary of not to
exceed eighteen hundred dollars per annum payable
monthly, and four additional assistant district attor-
neys who shall each receive a salary of not to
exceed fifteen hundred dollars a year payable
monthly. He may appoint a stenographer who shall
receive a salary of not more than twelve hundred
dollars per annum payable monthly.

In addition to the assistant criminal distriet attor-
neys and stenographer above provided for, said
Criminal Distriet Attorney of Dallas County may,
with the approval of the county judge and commis-
sioners court of Dallas county, appoint as many
additional extra assistant district attorneys as may
be necessary to properly administer the affairs of
the office of Criminal District Attorney and enforce
the law, upon the Criminal District Attorney making
application under oath addressed to the county
judge of Dallas county, setting out the need there-
for; provided, the county judge, with the approval
of the commissioners court, may discontinue the
services of any one or more of said extra assistant
criminal district attorneys so appointed, the salary
of said extra assistant criminal district attorney to
be fixed by the commissioners court of Dallas coun-
ty.
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See. 7. The assistant criminal district attorneys
and the extra assistant criminal district attorneys
above provided for, when so appointed, shall take
oath of office and be authorized to represent the
state before said criminal district court, and in all
other courts of Dallas county, in which the criminal
district attorney of Dallas county is authorized by
this Act to represent the state, such authority to be
exercised under the direction of said eriminal dis-
trict attorney, and which said assistants shall be
subject to removal at the will of the said criminal
district attorney. Each of said assistant criminal
district attorneys shall be authorized to administer
oaths, file information, examine witnesses before
the grand jury and generally perform any duty
devolving upon the criminal district attorney of Dal-
las county, and to ekercise any power conferred by
law upon the said criminal district attorney when by
him so authorized. The criminal district attorney of
Dallas county shall be paid the same fees for servic-
es rendered by his assistants as he would be entitled
to receive if the services shall have been rendered
by himself. '

Sec. 8. The criminal district attorney of Dallas
county is authorized, with the consent of the county
judge and county commissioners of Dallas county,
to appoint not to exceed two assistants in addition
to his regular assistant criminal district attorneys,
provided for in this Act, which two assistants shall
not be required to possess the qualifications pre-
scribed by law for district or county attorneys, and
who shall perform such duties as may be assigned
to them by the criminal district attorney, and who -
shall receive as their compensation one hundred
dollars per month each, to be paid in monthly in-
stallments out of the county funds of Dallas county,
Texas, by warrants drawn on such county fund;
and provided further, that the criminal district at-
torney of Dallas county shall be allowed a sum of
money by order of said commissioners court of
Dallas county, as in the judgment of the commis-
sioners court may be deemed necessary, to the
proper administration of the duties of such office
not to exceed, however, the amount of fifty dollars
per month. Such amount as may be thus necessari-
ly incurred shall be paid by the commissioners court
upon affidavit made by the criminal district attor-
ney of Dallas county, showing the necessity for
such expenditure and for what the same was in-
curred. The commissioners court may also require
any other evidence as in their opinion may be neces-
sary to show the necessity for such expenditure, but
they shall be the sole judge as to the necessity for
such expenditure and their judgment allowing same
shall be final. :

Sec. 9. The criminal district attorney shall at the
close of each month of the tenure of such office
make, as a part of the report required by this Act,
an itemized and sworn statement of the actual and
necessary expenses incurred by him in the conduct
of his said office, such as stamps, stationery, books,
telephone, traveling expenses and other necessary
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expenses. If such expenses be incurred in connec-
tion with any particular case such statement shall
name such case. Such expense account shall be
subject to the audit of the county auditor and if it
appears that any item of such expenses was not
incurred by such officer or that such item was not
necessary thereto, such item may be by the said
auditor rejected, in which case the correction of
such item may be adjudicated in any court of compe-
tent jurisdiction. The amount of such expense shall
be deducted by the criminal district attorney of
Dallas county in making such a report from the
amount if any due by him to the county under the
provisions of this Act.

Sec. 10. The criminal district attorney of Dallas
county, as provided for in this Act, shall be elected
by the qualified electors of the criminal judicial
district of Dallas county at the next general elec-
tion, and it is provided and directed that the present
county attorney of Dallas county, Texas shall con-
tinue in office and assume the duties and be known
as the criminal district attorney of Dallas county,
Texas, and proceed to organize and arrange the
affairs of the office of criminal district attorney of
Dallas county, and appoint assistants as provided
for in this Act and receive the fees provided for in
this Act for such office until the next general elec-
tion and until the criminal district attorney of Dallas
county shall be elected and qualified.

[1925 C.C.P.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

HARRIS COUNTY

Art. 1926-31. Transferred to Article 199(174)

Art. 1926-32. Transferred to Article 199(176)

Art. 1926-33. Transferred to Article 199(177)

Art. 1926-34. Transferred to Article 199(178, 179)

Art. 1926-35. Transferred to Article 199(180)
TARRANT COUNTY

Art. 1926-41. Criminal District Court for Tar-

rant County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created and established
at the city of Ft. Worth a Criminal District Court to
be known as “Criminal District Court of Tarrant
County,”! which Court shall have and exercise,
from and after the taking effect of this Act, original
and exclusive jurisdiction over all criminal cases of
the grade of felony in the county of Tarrant of
which district courts, under the Constitution and
laws of this State, have original and exclusive juris-
diction, and shall have and exercise such concurrent
jurisdiction with the county court of Tarrant county
over misdemeanor cases as is hereinafter provided
by this Act.
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Sec. 2. From .and after the time this Act shall
take effect, the county court of Tarrant county and
the Criminal District Court of Tarrant county creat-
ed by this Act, shall have and exercise concurrent
jurisdiction with each other in all misdemeanor
cases of which the county court of Tarrant county
may now, or may hereafter have exclusive jurisdie-
tion; and of such misdemeanor cases as shall be
filed in said county court on appeal from justices’ or
recorders’ courts; and either the judge of said Crim-
inal District Court, or the judge of said county court
of Tarrant county, may upon motion of the county
attorney of Tarrant county, or other officer repre-
senting the State in said courts, in his discretion
transfer any cause or causes that may at any time
be pending in his court to the other court by an
order or orders entered upon the minutes of his
court; and where such transfer or transfers, are
made, the clerk of the court making such transfer
shall certify to the clerk of the court to which such
transfer is made a statement of the cause or causes
so transferred giving the style and number of the
same to the clerk of the court to which such trans-
fer is made and shall accompany such statement
with all the papers in said cause or causes so
transferred and upon receipt of such statement and
the papers in such cause or causes so transferred,
the clerk of the court to which such transfer is
made shall enter such cause or causes upon the
docket of the court to which such transfer or trans-
fers are made, and when so entered upon the dock-
et, the judge of the court to which such transfer or
transfers are made shall dispose of said cause or
causes in the same manner as if such cases were
originally instituted in said court.

Sec. 8. Said court shall have jurisdiction over all
bail bonds and recognizances taken in proceedings
had before said court, or that may be returned to
said court from other courts, and may enter forfei-
tures thereof and final judgments, and enforce the
collection of the same by proper process in the same
manner as is provided by law in district courts.

See. 4. The said Criminal District Court of Tar-
rant county shall have a seal similar to the seal of
the district court with the words “Criminal District
Court of Tarrant county”! engraved thereon, an
impression of which seal shall be attached to all
writs and other processes, except subpoenas, issu-
ing from said court, and shall be used in the authen-
tication of the official acts of the clerk of said court.

See. 5. The practice in said court shall be con-
ducted according to the laws governing the practice
in the district court, and the rules of pleading and
evidence in the district court shall govern insofar as
the same may be applicable.

Sec. 6. All laws regulating the selection, sum-
moning and impaneling of grand and petit jurors in
the district court shall govern and apply in the
Criminal District Court in so far as the same may be
applicable.
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Sec. 7. All rules of criminal procedure govern-
ing the district and county courts shall apply to and
govern said Criminal District Court.

Sec. 8. Said Criminal District Court of Tarrant
County shall try all misdemeanor cases coming be-
fore it with six jurors instead of twelve jurors,
unless a jury be waived by the defendant.

Sec. 9. Said Court shall hold four terms each
year for the trial of causes and the disposition of
business coming before it, one term beginning the
first Monday of April, one term beginning the first
Monday of July, one term beginning the first Mon-
day of October, one term beginning the first Mon-
day of January. Each term shall continue until the
term ends by operation of law or the business is
disposed of. The grand jury shall be impanelled in
said court for each term thereof, unless otherwise
directed by the judge of said Court.

Sec. 10. Whenever the Criminal District Court
of Tarrant County shall be engaged in the trial of
any cause when the time for expiration of the terms
of said court as fixed by law shall arrive, the judge
presiding shall have the power, and may, if he
deems it expedient, continue the term of said court
until the conclusion of such pending trial; in such
case, the extension of such term shall be shown on
the minutes of the court before they are signed.

Sec. 11. The sheriff, county attorney, and the
clerk of the district court of Tarrant county shall be
the sheriff, county attorney and clerk, respectively,
of said Criminal District Court under the-same rules
and regulations as are now, or may hereafter be
prescribed by law for the government of sheriffs,
county attorneys, and clerks of the district courts of
this State; and said sheriff, county attorney and
clerk shall respectively receive such fees as are
now, or may hereafter be prescribed for such offi-
cers in the district courts of the State, to be paid in
the same manner, provided that the clerk of the
court herein created, shall receive as compensation
for his services the sum of $125.00 (one hundred
and twenty-five dollars) per month, to be paid as all
the salaries of other clerks of criminal district
courts in this State.

Sec. 12, In all such matters over which said
Criminal District Court has jurisdiction, it shall have
the same power within said district as is conferred
by law upon the district court, and shall be gov-
erned by the same rule in the exercise of said
power.

Sec. 13. Appeals and writs of error may be pros-
ecuted from said Criminal District Court to the
court of criminal appeals in criminal cases and to
the courts of civil appeals in the same manner and
form as from district courts in like cases.

Sec. 14. From and after the taking effect of this
Act, the district courts of Tarrant county as now
constituted, shall be, and they are hereby deprived
and divested of all jurisdiction in all criminal cases,
and of all jurisdiction given the Criminal District
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Court of Tarrant county by this Act, and all criminal
causes pending in:said district courts at the time of
the taking effect of this Act and all matters pertain-
ing to criminal cases pending therein over which the
court herein created is given jurisdiction, shall be,
by the judges of the other district courts ordered
transferred to and entered upon the docket of said
Criminal Distriet Court, and when so entered upon
the docket, the judge of said Criminal District Court
shall try and dispose of same in the same manner as
if such cases were originally instituted therein.
Provided that the other district courts of Tarrant
county shall have jurisdiction concurrently with this
court to empanel grand juries and to receive their
bills of indictment and make proper transfer of
same to the Criminal District Court.

Sec. 15.. The judge of said Criminal Court of
Tarrant county ! shall be elected by the qualified
voters of Tarrant county for a term of four years,
and shall hold his office until his successor shall
have been elected and qualified. He shall possess
the same qualifications as are required of the judge
of a district court, and shall receive the same salary
as is now, or may hereafter be paid, to the district
judges to be paid in like manner. He shall have and
exercise all the powers and duties now or hereafter
to be vested in and exercised by district judges of
this State in criminal cases. Provided, that the
Governor, by and with the consent of the Senate, if
in session, shall appoint a judge of said court who
shall hold the office until the next general election
after the passage of this Act, and until his succes-
sor shall have been elected and qualified.

Sec. 16. The judge of said criminal district-court
may exchange districts with or hold court for any
district judge, as provided by law in cases of district
judges, and in case of disqualification or absence of
a judge, a special judge may be selected.

Sec. 17. All orders heretofore made and all pro-
cess heretofore issued in any criminal cause so
transferred are hereby validated and made of full
force and effect in the Criminal District Court of
Tarrant county.

[Acts 1917, 35th Leg., p. 144, ch. 77.]
1 Name changed to Criminal District Court No. 1 of Tarrant
County. See article 1926-42a.
Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-42, Criminal District Court No. 1 of
Tarrant County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created and established
a Criminal Judicial District of Tarrant County, Tex-
as, to be composed of the County of Tarrant, Texas,
alone and which shall be co-extensive with the terri-
torial boundaries and limits of said Tarrant County,
and the Criminal Distriet Court of Tarrant County,
Texas,! shall have and exercise all of the criminal
jurisdiction of and for said Criminal District of
Tarrant County, Texas, which is now conferred by
law on said Criminal District Court.
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Sec. 2. There shall be elected by the qualified
electors of the Criminal Judicial District of Tarrant
County, Texas, an Attorney for said Distriet who
shall be styled the “Criminal District Attorney of
Tarrant County” and who shall hold his office for a
period of two years and until his successor is elect-
ed and qualified. The said Criminal District Attor-
ney shall possess all the qualifications and take the
oath and give the bond required by the Constitution
and laws of this State, of other District Attorneys.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of said Criminal
District Attorney or his assistants as herein provid-
ed to be in attendance upon each term and all
sessions of the Criminal District Court of Tarrant
County ! and of all sessions and terms of the Coun-
ty Court of Tarrant County, Texas, held for the
transaction of criminal business, and to represent
the state in all matters pending before said courts,
and to represent Tarrant County in all matters
pending before such courts, the Commissioners
Court of Tarrant County and Justice Courts and any
other courts where said Tarrant County has pend-
ing business of any kind or matter of concern or
interest; provided, however; the Commissioners
Court may employ the services of the Criminal
District Attorney or his assistants, or if the court
elects to do so it may employ special counsel of its
own choice, learned in the law, to represent the
county in all condemnation proceedings for the ac-
quisition of right-of-way for highways and proper
purposes where the right of eminent domain is
given to the county; and particularly with authority
to render aid and work with the Commissioners
Court, the county engineer and other county em-
ployees in the preparation of documents necessary
in the acquisition of rights-of-way for the county, or
in cases where the county is required to obtain
right-of-way for state highways, or to assist in the
acquisition of such rights-of-way. Such employ-
ment may be made for such time and on such terms
as the Commissioners Court may deem proper and
expedient; provided, however, that the compensa-
tion for such employment shall be paid out of the
Road and Bridge fund of Tarrant County. The
Criminal District Attorney of Tarrant County shall
have and exercise in addition to the specific powers
given and the duties imposed upon him by this Act,
all such powers, duties and privileges within such
criminal district of Tarrant County as are by law
now conferred, or which may hereafter be conferred
upon district and county attorneys in the various
counties and judicial districts of this state except in
regard to condemnation proceedings where the
Commissioners Court elects to hire a special coun-
sel.

Sec. 4. Said Criminal District Attorney of Tar-
rant County shall be commissioned by the Governor
and shall receive as salary and compensation the
following and no more:

A salary of Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars from
the State of Texas, as provided in the Constitution
of the State of Texas, for the salary of District
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Attorney, and so much of the fees, commissions and
perquisites earned by said office to make up the
total compensation to the sum of Six Thousand
($6,000) Dollars; provided, that the amount of such
salary, fees and perquisites to be received and re-
tained by him shall never exceed the sum of Six
Thousand ($6,000) Dollars in any one year; and,
provided, further, that all salaries, fees, commis-
sions and perquisites so earned and received by
such office in excess of $6,000 during each and
every fiscal year shall be paid into the County
Treasury of said county in accordance with the
terms and provisions of the maximum fee bill, ex-
cept as to such portion of such excess as shall be
used and expended in the payment of salaries to
deputies, as hereinafter provided.

Sec. 5. The Criminal Distriet Attorney of Tar-
rant County, for the purpose of conducting the
affairs of such office, shall be and is hereby autho-
rized, by and with the written consent of the county
judge of said county, to appoint such assistant dis-
trict attorneys who shall have all the qualifications
of the criminal district attorney, as are necessary to
perform the duties and affairs of such office, not to
exceed six in number, two of whom shall receive a
salary not to exceed three thousand dollars each per
annum; two of whom shall receive a salary not to
exceed twenty-five hundred dollars each per annum;
one of whom shall receive a salary not to exceed
twenty-one hundred dollars per annum; one of
whom shall receive a salary not to exceed fifteen
hundred dollars per annum. Said criminal district
attorney shall also be authorized, with the consent
of the county judge of said county, to appoint, not
to exceed two assistants who shall not be required
to possess the qualifications prescribed by law for
criminal district attorneys, who shall perform such
duties as may be assigned to them by said criminal
district attorney, and who shall receive as their
compensation a salary not to exceed twenty-one
hundred dollars each per annum. All salaries above
mentioned shall be payable monthly, and the said
salaries to be paid only out of the fees of office
collected by said district attorney, said fees of office
to be the same as are now allowed and permitted by
law to be paid to the county and district attorneys
of this State. The fixing of the amount of salaries
to be paid by said criminal district attorney to said
assistants shall be fixed and regulated by the com-
missioners court of said county by an order passed
at a regular session of said court and duly spread
upon the minutes of said court; provided that the
two assistants to the district attorney who are not
required to have the qualifications of a criminal
district attorney shall, so far as Tarrant County is
concerned, be in lieu of the assistants of like charac-
ter provided for in any statutes of this State.

Sec. 6. The Assistant Criminal District Attor-
neys above provided for when so appointed shall
take the oath of office as such, and be authorized to
represent the State before the Criminal District
Court of Tarrant County in which the Criminal
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District Attorney of Tarrant County is authorized
by this Act to represent the State, or to represent
Tarrant County. Each of said Assistant Criminal
District Attorneys shall be authorized to administer
oaths, file information, examine witnesses before
the Grand Jury, and generally to perform any duty
devolving upon the Criminal District Attorney of
Tarrant County, and to exercise any power con-
ferred by law upon such Criminal District Attorney
when by him so authorized and directed.

See. 7. Said Criminal District Attorney of Tar-
rant County shall be clothed with all the powers and
vested with all the rights and privileges conferred
upon County Attorneys and District Attorneys of
this state, and shall receive no salary or compensa-
tion or perquisites or fees of any character save
those provided in Section 4 of this Act. All fees or
commissions from all sources, including fees and
commissions in all eriminal and civil cases, and for
the prosecution of all tax suits, and from every
other source, shall be turned over to the County
Treasurer of said County by the said District Attor-
ney, subject only to the payment of the salary of
himself and his deputies, as provided in this Act.

Sec. 8. The Criminal District Attorney of Tar-
rant County, as provided for in this Act shall be
elected by the qualified voters of the Criminal Judi-
cial District of Tarrant County at the next general
election, but it is provided and directed that the
present County Attorney of Tarrant County shall
continue in office and assume the duties and be
known as the “Criminal District Attorney of Tar-
rant County” and shall proceed to organize and
arrange the affairs of the office of the Criminal
District Attorney of Tarrant County, and appoint
Assistants as provided for in this Act, and receive
the compensation and salary provided for in this Act
for such office until the next general election, and
until his successor shall be elected and qualified.
Provided this Act shall not be construed as, creating
any Court additional to those now existing in Tar-
rant County.

[Acts 1919, 36th Leg., 2nd C.S., p. 246, ch. 80. Amended
by Acts 1920, 36th Leg., 3rd C.S., ch. 6, § 1 (§ 5); Acts
1963, 58th Leg., p. 860, ch. 329, § 1.]

1Name changed to Criminal District Court No. 1 of Tarrant
County. See article 1926-42a.

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-42a. Change of Name to Criminal Dis-
trict Court No. 1 of Tarrant County

(@) The name of the Criminal District Court of
Tarrant County, created by Chapter 80, General
Laws, Acts of the 36th Legislature, 2nd Called
Session, 1919 (Articles 52-64 through 52-87, Ver-
non’s Texas Code of Criminal Procedure),! is
changed to the Criminal District Court No. 1 of
Tarrant County.

(b) Wherever the name “Criminal District Court
of Tarrant County” appears in the statutes of this
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state, or in any document, the name refers to the
Criminal District Court No. 1 of Tarrant County.
[Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1792, ch. 682, § 1, eff. Aug. 28,
1967.]

1See, now, articles 1926-41 and 1926-42.

Art. 1926-43. Criminal District Court No. 2 of
Tarrant County

Sec. 1. That there is hereby created and estab-
lished at the City of Fort Worth, a Criminal District
Court to be known as the “Criminal District Court
No. 2 of Tarrant County”, which Court shall have
and exercise concurrent jurisdiction with the Crimi-
nal District Court of Tarrant County! under the
constitution and laws of the State of Texas.

Sec. 2. From and after the time this law shall
take effect, the Criminal District Court of Tarrant
County and the Criminal District Court No. 2 of
Tarrant County shall have and exercise concurrent
jurisdiction with each other in all felony and misde-
meanor causes, and in all matters and proceedings
of which the said Criminal District Court of Tarrant
County ! has jurisdiction; and either of the Judges
of said Criminal District Courts may in their discre-
tion transfer any cause or causes that may at any
time be pending in his court to the other Criminal
District Court by an order or orders entered upon
the minutes of his court; and where such transfer
or transfers are made the Clerk of such Criminal
Distriet Court shall enter such cause or causes upon
the docket to which said transfer or transfers are
made, and, when so entered upon the docket, the
Judge of that court shall try and dispose of said
causes in the same manner as if such causes were
originally instituted in said court; and the said
Criminal District Court No. 2 of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall have and exercise original and concur-
rent jurisdiction over misdemeanor cases as is here-
after provided by this Act.

Sec. 3. From and after the date this Act shall
take effect the Criminal District Court No. 2 of
Tarrant County, Texas, shall have and exercise orig-
inal and concurrent jurisdiction of all misdemeanor
cases of which the County Courts at Law Nos. 1
and 2 now have concurrent jurisdiction, and of such
misdemeanor cases as shall be filed in said County
Courts at Law of Tarrant County, Texas, on appeal
from Justices or Recorders Courts and either the
Judge of said Criminal District Court No. 2 or the
Judge of said County Court at Law, may, upon
motion of the District Attorney of Tarrant County,
or other officer representing the state in said court,
in his discretion, transfer any cause or causes that
may at any time be pending in his court to the other
court by an order or orders upon the minutes of his
court; and where such transfer or transfers are
made, the Clerk of the court making such transfer
shall certify to the Clerk of the court to which such
transfer or transfers are made, and when so en-
tered upon the docket the Judge of the court to
which such transfer or transfers are made, shall
dispose of said cause or causes in the same manner
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as if such cases were originally instituted in said
court.

Sec. 4. Immediately after this Act takes effect
the Clerk of the County Courts at Law Nos. 1 and 2,
Tarrant County, Texas, shall transfer all civil cases
which may be pending in the County Court at Law
No. 1 to the County Court at Law No. 2, and all
misdemeanor cases which may be pending in said
County Courts at Law Nos. 1 and 2 to the Criminal
District Court No. 2 of Tarrant County, Texas; and
the office of Judge of the County Court at Law No.
1 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall be abolished and
the said County Court at Law No. 2 shall hereafter
be known as the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County, Texas. All process and orders issued by
the court transferring any case under the provisions
of this Act shall be valid for all purposes in the
court to which such case is transferred as if origi-
nally issued or made by the court to which such
case is transferred.

Sec. 5. The Judge of the said Criminal District
Court No. 2 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall be
elected by the qualified voters of Tarrant County
for a term of four years, and shall hold his office
until his successor shall have been elected and quali-
fied. He shall possess the same qualifications as
required of the Judge of a District Court, and shall
receive the same salary as is now or may hereafter
be paid to the District Judges and to be paid in like
manner. He shall have and exercise all the powers
and duties now or hereafter to be vested in and
exercised by District Judges of the Criminal District
Court of Tarrant County. The Judge of said court
may exchange with any District Judge, as provided
by law in cases of District Judges, and, in case of
disqualification or absence of a Judge, a Special
Judge may be selected, elected or appointed as
provided by law in cases of District Judges; provid-
ed, that the Governor, under the authority now
provided by law, upon this Act becoming effective
shall appoint a Judge of said court, who shall hold
the office until the next general election after the
passage of this law, -and until his successor shall
have been elected and qualified. Either of the
Judges of said Criminal District Courts may, in his
discretion, in the absence or inability to serve of the
Judge of the other Criminal District Court from his
court room or from the County of Tarrant, Texas,
try and dispose of any cause or causes that may be
pending in such Criminal District Court as fully as
could such absent Judge were he personally present
and presiding. And either of said Judges may
receive in open court from the Foreman of the
grand jury any bill or bills of indictment in the court
to which such bill or bills of indictment may be
returnable, entering the presentment of such bill or
bills of indictment in the minutes of the proceedings
of such court, and may hear and receive from any
empaneled petit jury any report, information or
verdict, and make and cause to be entered any order
or orders in reference thereto, or with reference to
the continuation of the deliberation of such petit
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jury or their final discharge, as fully and completely
as such other District Judge could do if personally
present and presiding over such court; and make
any other order or orders in such courts respecting
the causes therein pending or the procedure pertain-
ing thereto as the regular Judge of said Criminal
District Court could make if personally present and
presiding.

Sec. 6. Said court shall have a seal of like design
as the seal now provided by law for District Courts,
except that the words “Criminal District Court No.
2 of Tarrant County” shall be engraved around the
margin thereof, which seal shall be used for all the
purposes for which the seal of the District Courts
are required to be used; and certified copies of the
orders, proceedings, judgments and other official
acts of said court, under the hand of the Clerk and
attested by the seal of said court shall be admissible
in evidence in all the courts of this state in like
manner as similar certified copies from the courts
of record are now or may hereafter be admissible.

Sec. 7. The Sheriff, Criminal District Attorney
and Clerk of the District Courts of Tarrant County,
as heretofore provided by law, shall be the Sheriff,
District Attorney and Clerk, respectively, of said
Criminal District Court No. 2 of Tarrant County
under the same rules and regulations as are now or
may hereafter be prescribed by law for the govern-
ment of Sheriffs, District Attorneys and Clerks of
the District Courts of the state; and said Sheriff,
Criminal District Attorney and Clerk shall, respec-
tively, receive such fees as are now or may hereaf-
ter be prescribed by law for such offices in the
District Courts of the state and to be paid in the
same manner.

Sec. 8. The County Commissioners Court shall
have authority to authorize the employment of such
additional Deputy District Clerks as in their judg-
ment shall be required, and to pay out of the
General Fund of the county for their services such
Deputy or Deputies to be appointed by the District
Clerk of Tarrant County, Texas, and to be remova-
ble at the will of the Clerk, and to be paid a salary
not to exceed the compensation allowed by law to
other Deputy District Clerks. The Criminal District
Attorney may appoint an Assistant Criminal District
Attorney, in addition to those now provided by law,
to attend said court. Said -Assistant shall have the
authority and shall qualify as provided by law for
Assistant Criminal District Attorneys, and shall be
removable at the will of the Criminal District Attor-
ney, and shall receive a salary not to exceed the
maximum salary allowed Assistant Criminal District
Attorneys; said salary to be payable as is provided
by law.

Sec. 9. Said court shall hold four terms each
year for the trial of causes and the disposition of
business coming before it; one term beginning the
first Monday in January, one term beginning the
first Monday in April, one term beginning on the
first Monday in July, and one term beginning the
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first Monday in October, of each year. The trials
and proceedings in said court shall be conducted
according to the law governing the practice and
proceedings in felony and misdemeanor cases. The
District Judges of the Criminal District Courts of
Tarrant County may alternately appoint Grand Jury
Commissioners and empanel grand juries.

Sec. 10. All laws regulating the selection, sum-
moning and empaneling of grand and petit jurors in
the District Courts shall govern and apply in the
Criminal District Court No. 2 of Tarrant County,
ingofar as the same may be applicable. Provisions
of the articles commonly known as the “Jury Wheel
Law” shall remain in full force and effect insofar as
the same may be applicable.

Sec. 10a. The salary for such District Judge
shall be the same as the salary provided for other
District Judges in this state. There is hereby ap-
propriated to pay the salary of such Judge for the
biennium beginning September 1, 1947, the sum of
Six Thousand ($6,000.00) Dollars for each year of
such biennium, which said salary shall be paid in
monthly installments out of the General Revenue
Fund of the state in the same manner as provided
for other District Judges in House Bill No. 244,
Acts of the Regular Session, 50th Legislature, 1947.

[Acts 1947, 50th Leg., p. 636, ch. 337.]

1 Name changed to Criminal District Court No. 1 of Tarrant
County. See article 1926-42a.
Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-44. Criminal District Court No. 3 of
Tarrant County

A. Creation and Jurisdiction. The Criminal Dis-
triet Court No. 3 of Tarrant County is created. Its
jurisdietion is identical with that provided by law for
the Criminal District Court of Tarrant County ! and
the Criminal District Court No. 2 of Tarrant County
and shall be exercised concurrently.

B. Terms of Court. The terms of the Criminal
District Court No. 3 begin on the first Monday in
April, the first Monday in July, the first Monday in
October, and the first Monday in January of each
year. Each term of court continues until the next
succeeding term convenes.

C. Judge. As soon as practicable after the ef-
fective date of this Act, the Governor shall appoint
to the Criminal District Court No. 3 a person quali-
fied to serve as a District Judge under the Constitu-
tion and laws of this state. The judge appointed
holds office until the next general election at which
his successor is duly elected and until he qualifies;
and each elected successor holds office for a term of
four years. The judge appointed and his successor
is entitled to the same compensation and allowances
provided by law for District Judges of Tarrant
County, Texas. :

D. Appropriation. A sum of $16,000.00 for the
fiscal year ending August 31, 1966, and a sum of
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$16,000.00 for fiscal year ending August 31, 1967, is
hereby appropriated from the General Revenue
Fund for the salary of the Judge of the Criminal
District Court No. 3 of Tarrant County. The salary
shall be paid as provided by law.

E. Court Officials. (a) The Judge of the Crimi-
nal District Court No. 3 may appoint an official
court reporter, who must meet the qualifications
prescribed by law for that office and who is entitled
to the same compensation, fees, and allowances
provided by law for the official district court report-
ers of Tarrant County, Texas.

(b) The Sheriff, Criminal District Attorney, and
District Clerk of Tarrant County, Texas, shall serve
as Sheriff, Criminal District Attorney, and Clerk,
respectively, of the Criminal District Court No. 3.
The Commissioners Court of Tarrant County, Tex-
as, may employ as many additional deputy sheriffs,
assistant criminal district attorneys, and deputy
clerks as are necessary to serve the court ereated
by this Act. Those serving shall perform the
duties, and are entitled to the same compensation,
fees, and allowances, prescribed by law for their
respective offices in Tarrant County, Texas.

F. Practice. (a) The rules of practice and proce-
dure applicable to the District Courts of this state
govern practice in the Criminal District Court No. 3,
and the judge of said court shall have the same
power as any other District Judge in Tarrant Coun-
ty.

(b) The judges of all three criminal district courts
in Tarrant County may freely transfer causes to
and from the dockets of their respective courts.
The judges may also freely exchange benches and
courtrooms with each other and with the judges of
the 17th, 48th, 67th, 96th, and 153rd judicial dis-
tricts and with any other District Court in Tarrant
County, so that if a judge is ill, disqualified, or
otherwise absent, another judge may hold court for
him without the necessity of transferring the cause
involved.

(c) The Criminal District Judges of Tarrant Coun-
ty shall each appoint two officers of each of the said
courts to act as Bailiffs for said courts and no less
than three (3) Bailiffs shall be assigned regularly to
each of the Criminal District Courts of Tarrant
County, Texas, with the judge of each court, respec-
tively, appointing two (2) Bailiffs and the Sheriff of
such county appointing one (1) Bailiff for each of
said courts, and the Sheriff of such county shall
appoint such Bailiff for each court in the same
manner as is now authorized by law.

The Judges of County Criminal Courts Nos. 1 and
2 of Tarrant County shall each appoint one officer
to act as a Bailiff for said courts and no less than
two (2) Bailiffs shall be assigned regularly to each
of the said County Criminal Courts, with the judge
of each of said courts respectively appointing one
(1) Bailiff for each of said courts and the Sheriff of
Tarrant County shall appoint one (1) Bailiff for each
of said courts in the same manner as now authoriz-
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ed by law. The Bailiffs appointed under the provi-
sions hereof by the said courts shall be paid a salary
out of the general fund of the county of such courts
as may be set by the judges of said courts with the
approval of the Commissioners Court of Tarrant
County. The Bailiffs so appointed by each of the
said courts of Tarrant County shall perform such
duties as are required by the judges. The said
Bailiffs thus appointed by each of the judges, under
the provisions hereof, are subject to removal with-
out cause at the will of the judge in whose court
such Bailiff or Bailiffs may be assigned. Bailiffs
thus appointed by any such judge or judges, under
the provisions hereof shall be duly deputized by the
Sheriff of such county upon the request of the
Criminal District Judges in the manner now autho-
rized by law, and such Bailiffs shall be in addition to
all other deputies now authorized by law.
[Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 895, ch. 442, § 10d, eff. Sept. 1,
1965. Amended by Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1792, ch. 682,
§§ 2, 3, eff. Aug. 28, 1967.]

1 Name changed to Criminal District Court No. 1 of Tarrant
County. See article 1926-42a.

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

1926-45. Criminal District Court No. 4 of Tar-
rant County

(a) The Criminal Judicial District No. 4 of Tarrant
County is hereby created. It is composed of the
County of Tarrant.

(b) The Criminal District Court No. 4 of Tarrant
County shall give preference to criminal cases.

(c) The terms of court of the Criminal District
Court No. 4 of Tarrant County begin on the first
Monday in April, the first Monday in July, the first
Monday in October, and the first Monday in Janu-
ary of each year. Each term of court continues
until the next succeeding term convenes.

[Acts 1969, 61st Leg., 2nd C.8., p. 94, ch. 23, § 3.025, eff.
Sept. 19, 1969. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2266,
ch. 547, § 1, eff. June 12, 1981.]

TRAVIS COUNTY

Art. 1926-51. Criminal District Court of Travis
County

Secs. 1to 4. See Art. 199 (26th and 53rd Dists.).

Sec. 5. The criminal district court of Travis and
Williamson Counties, as now created by law shall
when this bill takes effect, be known as the Crimi-
nal District Court of Travis County, Texas, and
shall exercise, have and enforce all the powers and
jurisdiction which it now has within and for Travis
County and, in addition thereto, shall have and
exercise all of the jurisdiction, powers, and func-
tions of a district court under the Constitution and
laws of the State of Texas; provided, however, that
it shall not exercise or have any jurisdiction or
powers as such other than is incident to a district
court of general jurisdiction, it being the purpose of
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this Act to take Williamson County out of the
district of said criminal district court as now organ-
ized and confine its jurisdiction exclusively to Travis
County. The said criminal district court, when this
bill. becomes effective, shall have the right and
power to certify and transfer to the Fifty-third
Judicial District Court either civil or criminal cases
and the Fifty-third Judicial District Court shall have
the right to certify and transfer to the criminal
district court of Travis County for trial civil cases.
Civil cases may be filed or instituted in either the
criminal district court of Travis County or in the
Fifty-third Judicial District Court in Travis County
and both of said courts, or either of them, shall have
the right, power and jurisdiction to try either civil or
criminal cases within its jurisdiction under the Con-
stitution and General Laws of the State. The Crimi-
nal District Court of Travis County shall continue,
as now provided by law, to select jury commission-
ers and impanel grand juries and exercise all of the
other powers, functions and jurisdiction now con-
ferred upon it by law, it being the purpose of this
Act, not to repeal the Act hereby amended other-
wise than is herein specifically done, and this Act is
in addition to and cumulative of the Act hereby
amended.

Sec. ba. The Criminal District Court of Travis
County shall hold its terms at the following time,
to-wit: On the first Monday in February and may
continue in session to and including the last Satur-
day in March; on the first Monday in April and may
continue in session to and including the last Satur-
day in May; on the first Monday in June and may
continue in session to and including the last Satur-
day in August; on the first Monday in October and
may continue in session to and including the last
Saturday in November; on the first Monday in
December and may continue in session to and in-
cluding the last Saturday in January.

Sec. 6. The district clerk of Travis County shall
be the clerk of the district courts for the Fifty-third
Judicial District and of the Criminal District Court
of Travis County and shall perform all of the duties
of clerk of the said two courts.

Sec. 7. [Not included.]

Sec. 8. At the general election, next preceding
the taking effect of this Act, there shall be elected,
a district judge for the Criminal District Court of
Travis County who shall qualify as soon as the Act
takes effect, and his term of office shall be four
years, and he shall continue in offiee until his sue-
cessor is elected and qualified.

Sec. 9. Upon the taking effect of this Act, the
respective judges of each of the said three district
courts shall, each for his respective court, appoint
an official court reporter who shall have the qualifi-
cations and be subject to the same regulations and
receive the same compensation as is now, or may
hereafter be, fixed by law, for court reporters in
district courts.
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Sec. 10. The office of district attorney of Travis
and Williamson Counties from and. after -the first
day of January, 1927, shall cease to exist, and there
shall be elected a district attorney for the Fifty-
third Judicial District at the next general election
after the passage of this Act, and at each general
election thereafter. He shall represent the State in
all criminal cases in all of the district courts of
Travis County, and perform such other duties as are
or may be provided by law governing district attor-
neys; and he shall receive, in addition to the five
hundred ($500.00) dollars per annum allowed by law
to district attorneys, the same per diem and compen-
sation provided by law for district attorneys in
judicial districts of this State composed of two or
more counties.

Sec. 11. Grand juries for the Criminal District
Court of Travis County shall be organized at each
of the terms of said court. And grand juries for the
Twenty-sixth Judicial District Court shall be organ-
ized at the January, May and September terms of
the said court; provided, however, that the judge of
the district court for the Twenty-sixth Judicial Dis-
trict may, when deemed necessary, organize and
impanel grand juries at any other term of said court
by entering an order therefor.

Sec. 12. [Not included.]

Sec. 13. Upon the taking effect of this Act the
district clerk of Williamson County shall transfer all
causes pending on the docket of the said Criminal
District Court in Williamson County to the docket of
the Twenty-sixth Judicial District Court; and that
all causes so transferred shall be disposed of as
though originally filed in the said court to which
they were so transferred.

Sec. 14. Either judge of the Fifty-third Judicial
District or the Criminal District Court of Travis
County may, in his discretion, at any time, transfer
any cause pending on the docket of his court to the
other District Court in Travis County, and when the
said transfer is so made the said cause so transfer-
red shall be disposed of by the court to which the
same was so transferred as though originally filed
in the said court.

Sec. 15. All writs, processes, bonds, recogni-
zances and orders in civil and criminal cases and
matters, issued, executed, entered into, or required
prior to the taking effect of this Act, in the Twenty-
sixth Judicial District Court, and in the Criminal
District Court of Travis and Williamson Counties,
respectively, and returnable to terms of said courts,
as heretofore fixed by law, in the counties of Travis
and Williamson, are hereby made returnable to the
next ensuing terms of the respective courts to
which they are required to be transferred, under the
provisions of this Act, and shall be as valid and
binding as if no change had been made in said
courts, or in the time of holding same; and all juries
drawn and selected under existing laws shall be as
valid as if no change had been made in said courts
or in the time of holding same; and at the last term
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of the Criminal District Court for Travis and Wil
liamson Counties held in Williamson and Travis
Counties, under existing laws, the judge of said
criminal district court shall provide for the drawing
and selection of a grand jury for the proper terms
of court in Travis and Williamson Counties, to be
held after this Act takes effect; and the said petit-
and grand juries so drawn and selected shall be
required to appear and serve and their acts shall be
valid as if no change had been made in said courts,
or in the times of holding said courts.

Sec. 16. This Act shall not be construed to in
anywise or in any manner affect judgments or
orders rendered or made in the Twenty-sixth Judi-
cial District Court in Travis County, or rendered or
made in the Criminal District Court for Travis and
Williamson Counties, in either of said counties prior
to the taking effect of this Act; but it is provided
that after this Act becomes effective as a law the
Twenty-sixth Judicial District shall have jurisdiction
of all judgments, orders and matters over which the
Criminal District Court of Travis and Williamson
Counties had or could exercise jurisdiction in Wil-
liamson County under the law as it now exists; and
after this Act becomes effective as a law the Fifty-
third Judicial District Court and the Criminal Dis-
trict Court of Travis County shall have jurisdiction
of all judgments, orders and matters over which the
Criminal District Court for Travis and Williamson
Counties and the Twenty-sixth Judicial District had
or could exercise jurisdiction in Travis County under
the law as it now exists.

Sec. 17. It is provided that this Act shall take
effect and be in force on and after January first,
1925.

[Acts 1928, 38th Leg., ch. 68. Amended by Acts 1925,
39th Leg., p. 355, ch. 147, § 1.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

JEFFERSON COUNTY

Art. 1926-61. Criminal District Court of Jeffer-
son County

Sec. 1. That there is hereby created and estab-
lished at the County Seat of Jefferson County, a
criminal District Court to be known as “Criminal
District Court of Jefferson County,” which court
shall have and exercise, from and after the taking
effect of this Act, original and exclusive jurisdiction
over all criminal cases of the grade of felony in the
County of Jefferson of which district courts, under
the Constitution and laws of this State, have origi-
nal and exclusive jurisdiction, and shall have and
exercise such concurrent jurisdiction with the coun-
ty court of Jefferson County at law over misde-
meanor cases as is hereinafter provided by this Act.

Sec. 2. From and after the time this Act shall
take effect the County Court of Jefferson County at
Law and the Criminal District Court of Jefferson
County created by this Act, shall have and exercise
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concurrent jurisdiction with each other in all misde-
meanor cases of which the County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law may now, or may hereafter have
exclusive jurisdiction; and of such misdemeanor
cases as shall be filed in said County Court on
appeal from Justices’ or Recorders’ Courts; and
either the Judge of said Criminal District Court, or
the Judge of said County Court of Jefferson County
at Law may upon motion of the County Attorney of
Jefferson County, or other officer representing the
State in said Courts, in his discretion transfer any
cause or causes that may at any time be pending in
his court to the other court by an order or orders
entered upon the minutes of his court; and where
such transfer or transfers are made, the Clerk of
the Court making such transfer shall certify to the
Clerk of the Court to which such transfer is made, a
statement of the cause or causes so transferred,
giving the style and number of the same to the
Clerk of the Court to which such transfer is made
and shall accompany such statement with all the
papers in said cause or causes so transferred and
upon receipt of such statement and the papers in
such cause or causes so transferred, the Clerk of
the Court to which such transfer is made shall enter
such cause or causes upon the docket of the court to
which such transfer or transfers are made, and
when so entered upon the docket, the Judge of the
Court to which such transfer or transfers are made,
shall dispose of said cause or causes in the same
manner as if such cases were originally instituted in
said Court.

Sec. 8. Said Court shall have jurisdiction over all
bail, bond and recognizances taken in proceedings
had before said court, or that may be returned to
said court from other courts, and may enter forfei-
tures thereof and final judgments and enforce the
collection of the same by proper process in the same
manner as is provided by law in District Courts.

Sec. 4. The said Criminal Distriet Court of Jef-
ferson County shall have a seal similar to the seal
of the District Court with the words “Criminal
District Court of Jefferson County” engraved there-
on, an impression of which seal shall be attached to
all writs and other processes, except subpoenas,
issuing from said court, and shall be used in the
authentication of the official acts of the Clerk of
said Court.

Sec. 5. The practice in said court shall be con-
ducted according to the laws governing the practice
in the District Court, and the rules of pleading and
evidence in the District Court shall govern in so far
as the same may be applicable.

Sec. 6. All laws regulating the selecting, sum-
moning and impaneling of grand and petit jurors in
the District Court shall govern and apply in the
Criminal District Court in so far as the same may be
applicable.

Sec. 7. All rules of eriminal procedure govern-
ing the District and County Courts shall apply to
and govern said Criminal District Court.
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Sec. 8. Said Criminal District Court of Jefferson
County shall try all misdemeanor cases coming be-
fore it with six jurors instead of twelve jurors,
unless a jury be waived by the defendant.

Sec. 9. Said Court shall hold four terms each
year for the trial of causes and the disposition of
business coming before it, one term beginning the
first Monday of April, one term beginning the first
Monday of July, one term beginning the first Mon-
day of October, one term beginning the first Mon-
day of January. Each term shall continue until the
term ends by operation of law or the business is
disposed of. The grand jury shall be impaneled in
said Court for each term thereof, unless otherwise
directed by the Judge of said Court.

Sec. 10. Whenever the Criminal District Court
of Jefferson County shall be engaged in the trial of
any cause when the time for expiration of the terms
of said court as fixed by law shall arrive, the Judge
presiding shall have the power, and may if he deems
it expedient, continue the term of said court until
the conclusion of such pending trial; in such case,
the extension of such term shall be shown on the
minutes of the Court before they are signed.

Sec. 11. The Sheriff, County Attorney, and the
Clerk of the District Court of Jefferson County
shall be the sheriff, County Attorney and Clerk,
respectively, of said Criminal Court under the same
rules and regulations as are now, or may hereafter
be prescribed by law for the government of sher-
iffs, county attorneys and clerks of the District
Courts of this State; and said Sheriff, County At-
torney and Clerk shall respectively receive such fees
as are now, or may hereafter be prescribed for such
officers in the District Courts of the State, to be
paid in the same manner.

Sec. 12. In all such matters over which said
Criminal District Court has jurisdiction, it shall have
the same power within said District as is conferred
by law upon the District Court, and shall be gov-
erned by the same rules in the exercise of said
power.

Sec. 18. Appeals and writs of error may be pros-
ecuted from said Criminal District Court to the
Court of Criminal Appeals and to the Courts of Civil
Appeals in the same manner and form as from the
District Courts in like cases.

Sec. 14. From and after the taking effect of this
Act, the District Courts of Jefferson County as now
constituted, shall be, and they are hereby deprived
and divested of all jurisdiction in all criminal cases,
and of all jurisdiction given the Criminal Distriet
Court of Jefferson County by this Act, and all
criminal cases pending in said District Courts at the
time of the taking effect of this Act, and all matters
pertaining to criminal cases pending therein over
which the Court herein created is given jurisdiction,
shall be, by the Clerk of the District Courts trans-
ferred to and entered upon the docket of said Crimi-
nal District Court, and when so entered upon the
docket, the judges of said Criminal District Court
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shall try and dispose of same in the same manner as
if such cases were originally instituted therein.

Sec. 15. The Judges of said Criminal District
Court of Jefferson County shall be elected by the
qualified voters of Jefferson County for a term of
four years, and shall hold office until his successor
shall have been elected and qualified. He shall
possess the same qualifications as are required of
the Judge of the District Court, and shall receive
the same salary as is now, or may hereafter be paid,
to the District Judges, to be paid in like manner.
He shall have and exercise all the powers and duties
now or hereafter to be vested in and exercised by
District Judges of this State in eriminal cases. Pro-
vided, that the Governor, by and with the consent of
the Senate, if in session, shall appoint a Judge of
said Court who shall hold the office until the next
general election after the passage of this Act, and
until his successor shall have been elected and quali-
fied.

Sec. 16. The Judge of said Criminal District
Court may exchange Districts with or hold court for
any District Judge, as provided by law in cases of
District Judges, and in case of disqualification or
absence of a Judge, a special Judge may be select-
ed.

[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 874, ch. 170.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-62. Jurisdiction Increased

Sec. 1. In addition to the jurisdiction now con-
ferred upon the Criminal District Court of Jefferson
County by the Constitution and laws of the State of
Texas, said Court shall hereafter have and exercise
civil jurisdiction in suits, causes, and matters of:

(1) Divorce, as provided in Chapter 4, Title 75, of
the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas of 1925, and any
amendments thereof, heretofore or hereafter made
thereto;

(2) Dependent and delinquent children, as provid-
ed in Title 43, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas of
1925, and any amendments thereof, heretofore or
hereafter made thereto;

(8) Adoption, as provided in Title 3, Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas of 1925, and any and all amend-
ments heretofore or that may hereafter be made
thereto;

(4) Habeas corpus proceedings in civil matters.

Sec. 2. In all matters pertaining to the addition-
al jurisdiction herein conferred upon said Court, all
the officers of said Court shall have the same
powers, rights, and duties that are now or that may
hereafter be conferred upon the same or similar
officers in the other District Courts of Jefferson
County, Texas, and all fees and costs in such matter
shall be the same as now or that may hereafter be
provided in the same or similar matters in the other
District Courts of Jefferson County, Texas.
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Sec. 3. The Judges of the District Courts of
Jefferson County and the Judge of the Criminal
Court of Jefferson County shall elect one of their
number as the presiding Judge of all the District
Courts of Jefferson County including the Criminal
District Court of Jefferson County; and the presid-
ing Judge of the District Courts of Jefferson Coun-
ty may -assign any cases in his Court, or in any of
the District Courts in Jefferson County involving or
pertaining to the matters set out in Section 1 hereof
to any Judge or Court, including the Criminal Dis-
trict Court of Jefferson County, or may assign any
Judge to try any of said causes in any of said
Courts, and the Judge in whose Court an assigned
case is pending shall transfer the case to the Court
to which it is assigned, and the Judge of the Court
to which it is assigned shall receive and try the case.
When such transfer or transfers are made, the
Clerk of such Court shall enter such cause or causes
upon the docket to which said transfer or transfers
are made, and when so entered upon the docket, the
Judge shall try and dispose of said cause or causes
in the same manner as if such cause or causes were
originally instituted in said Court.

Sec. 4, The trials and proceedings in said Courts
in such matters shall be conducted according to the
laws governing the pleadings, practice, and proceed-
ings in civil cases in the District Courts and in
conformity with the provisions of Article 2092, Re-
vised Civil Statutes of Texas, of 1925, and all ap-
peals in such civil cases shall be to the Court of Civil
Appeals for the Ninth Supreme Judicial District of
Texas in the manner now or that may hereafter be
provided by law.

See. 5. During each term of said court the court
may sit at any time in Port Arthur, Texas to try,
hear and determine any civil non-jury cases over
which it has jurisdiction as to the matters set out in
Section 1, 3, and 4 hereof, and may hear and deter-
mine motions, arguments and such other nonjury
civil matters over which said court may have juris-
diction; provided further, that nothing herein shall
be construed to deprive the court of jurisdiction to
try non-jury civil cases and hear and determine
motions, arguments and such other non-jury civil
matters at the county seat at Beaumont, Texas.

The District Clerk of Jefferson County or his
deputy shall wait upon the said court when sitting
at Port Arthur, Texas and shall be permitted to
transfer all necessary books, minutes and records to
Port Arthur, Texas while the court is in session
there, and likewise to transfer all necessary books,
minutes, records and papers from Port Arthur, Tex-
as to Beaumont, Texas at the end of each session in
Port Arthur, Texas.

The Sheriff of Jefferson County or his deputy
shall be in attendance upon the court while sitting
at Port Arthur, Texas, and perform such duties as
he may be directed to perform, either as required by
law or under order of the court.
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The official court reporter of said court shall be in
attendance upon the court while sitting at Port
Arthur, Texas and perform such duties as he may
be directed to perform, either as required by law or
under the order of the court.

The Commissioners Court of Jefferson County,
Texas is hereby authorized to provide suitable quar-
fers for said court while sitting at Port Arthur,
Texas, which said quarters shall be located within
the sub-courthouse in Port Arthur, Jefferson Coun-
ty, Texas.

[Acts 1989, 46th Leg., p. 193. Amended by Acts 1955,
54th Leg., p. 603, ch. 209, § 1.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1926-63. Criminal Judicial District of Jef-
ferson County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created and established
a Criminal Judicial District of Jefferson County,
Texas, to be composed of the County of Jefferson,
State of Texas alone, and which District is coexten-
sive with the territorial boundaries and limits of
Jefferson County, Texas.

Sec. 2. There shall be elected by the qualified
electors of the Criminal Judicial District of Jeffer-
son County, Texas, at the regular election in No-
vember, 1950, and at the regular November election
each four (4) years thereafter, an attorney for said
District who shall be styled “Criminal District At-
torney of Jefferson County” and who shall hold his
office for a period of four (4) years and until his
successor is elected and qualified. The said Crimi-
nal District Attorney of Jefferson County shall pos-
sess all the qualifications and take the oath and give
the bond required by the Constitution and laws of
this State of other District Attorneys.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of said Criminal
District Attorney of Jefferson County, or his assist-
ants, as herein provided, to be in attendance upon
each term and all sessions of the Criminal District
Court of Jefferson County, all other District Courts
in Jefferson County, Texas, and of all inferior
courts of Jefferson County, except corporation or
municipal courts of Jefferson County, held for the
transaction of criminal business, and to represent
the State of Texas in all matters pending before
said Courts and to represent Jefferson County in all
matters pending before such Courts or any other
Court where Jefferson County has pending business
of any kind, matter or interest. The Criminal Dis-
trict Attorney of Jefferson County shall have and
exercise, in addition to the specific powers given
and the duties imposed upon him by this Act, all
powers, duties and privileges within such Criminal
Judicial Distriet of Jefferson County, Texas, as are
by law now conferred, or which may hereafter be
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conferred upon District and County Attorneys in
the various counties and Judicial Distriets of this
State. He shall collect such fees, commissions and
perquisites as are now, or may hereafter be provid-
ed by law for similar services rendered by District
or County Attorneys of this State.

Sec. 4. (a) The Criminal District Attorney of
Jefferson County shall be commissioned by the Gov-
ernor and may receive as compensation a salary in
an amount not more than the total salary, including
all supplements, paid to the highest paid district
judge in the district. The salary shall be fixed by
the Commissioners Court of Jefferson County, to be
paid out of the Officer’s Salary Fund of Jefferson

. County if adequate; if inadequate the Commission-

ers Court shall transfer necessary funds from the
General Fund of the County to the Officer’s Salary
Fund.

(b) Jefferson County shall receive annually from
the State of Texas under the provisions of this Aect
an amount equal to the amount paid district attor-
neys by the State of Texas, and shall be paid by the
comptroller of public accounts as appropriated by
the legislature in 12 equal installments. Such funds
shall be paid into the salary fund of Jefferson
County.

(c) The Criminal District Attorney of Jefferson
County shall not engage in the private practice of
law in that he shall not appear and practice as an
attorney at law in any court of record in this state
except in behalf of the State of Texas or Jefferson
County as herein provided.

Sec. 5. The Criminal Distriet Attorney of Jeffer-
son County, for the purpose of conducting the af-
fairs of this office, shall appoint such Assistant
Criminal District Attorneys, Investigators, Court
Reporters, Stenographers, Secretaries and other
employees as he may deem adequate and necessary
with the approval of the Commissioners Court of
such County. All Assistant Criminal District Attor-
neys, Investigators, Court Reporters, Stenogra-
phers, Secretaries and other employees so appointed
shall be paid such salaries, and receive such other
compensation and reimbursement as may be set by
the Criminal District Attorney and the Commission-
ers Court of Jefferson County. All of the salaries
shall be paid from the Officer’s Salary Fund if
adequate; if inadequate, the Commissioners Court
may pay such salaries out of the Gereral Fund, the
Jury Fund, or any other fund available for the
purpose.

Sec. 6. The Assistant’ Criminal District Attor-
neys of Jefferson County, and Investigators, when
so appointed, shall take the Constitutional Oath of
Office, and said Assistant Criminal District Attor-
neys shall exercise any and every power and per-
form any and every duty conferred and imposed by
law upon the Criminal District Attorney of Jeffer-
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son County under the supervision and direction of
the Criminal District Attorney of Jefferson County.
[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 88, ch. 53. Amended by Acts

1963, 58th Leg., p. 727, ch. 267, § 1; Acts 1967, 60th Leg.,
p. 680, ch. 284, § 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1967; Acts 1971, 62nd

Leg., p. 1005, ch. 193, § 1, eff. May 13, 1971; Acts 1975,
64th Leg., p. 1821, ch. 557, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.



TITLE 41
COURTS—COUNTY

Chapter Article
1. TheCountyJdudge .............c.ooiiinina... 1927
2. CountyClerk ... i 1935
3. Powers and Jurisdiction 1949
4. TermsofCourt.................. 1961
5. Miscellaneous Provisions 1965

CHAPTER ONE. THE COUNTY JUDGE

Art.

1927. Election and Qualification.

1928. Bond.

1929. Repealed.

1930. Special County Judge.

1931. Governor May Appoint Special Judge.

1932. Special Judge in Probate Matter.

1933. Appointment by Wire.

1933a. Appointment of Special County Judges in Cer-
tain Counties.

1934. Election of Judges.

1934a. Stenographer or Clerk for County Judge in
Certain Counties.

1934a-1. County Judge to Employ Stenographer or
Clerk, Salary.

1934a-2.  Stenographer or Clerk in Counties of 43,000 to
43,100.

1934a-3.  Stenographer in Counties of Less Than 20,000;
Salary.

1934a-4.  Stenographer in Counties of 15,140 to 15,160.

1934a-5.  Stenographer in Counties of 6,685 to 7,015
Population; Salary.

1934a-6.  Stenographer in Counties of 7,680 to 7,700;
Salary.

1934a-7.  Stenographer or Clerk in Counties of 10,399 to
10,499.

1934a~7.  Stenographer or Clerk in Counties of 7,700 to
7,800 and 13,199 to 13,299; Salary.

1934a-8.  Stenographer or Clerk in Counties of 11,710 to
11,720 and 38,400 to 38,500; Salary.

1934a-9.  Stenographer or Clerk and District and County
Clerks in Counties of 2,825 to 2,900 and
6,100 to 6,150; Salary.

1934a-10. Stenographer or Clerk in Counties of 7,500 to
17,500; Salary.

1934a-11. Stenographer or Secretary in Counties of 5,575
to 5,875; Salary.

1934a-12. Stenographer or Secretary in Counties of 27,-
059 to 27,150.

1934a-13. Stenographer or Secretary in Counties of 47,-
000 to 51,000.

1934a-14, Stenographer or Clerk in Counties of 10,380 to
10,390.

1934a-15, Stenographer or Secretary in all Counties; Sal-
ary.

1934a-16. Stenographer or Secretary in Counties of 100,-
000 to 110,000; Salary.

1934a-17. Stenographer or Secretary in Counties of 144,
000 to 155,000; Salary.

1934a-18. Stenographer or Secretary in Jim Hogg Coun-

ty.

Art.

1934b. Court Administrator System for County
Courts in Certain Counties.

1934c. Court Manager and Coordinator System for
Courts Having Criminal Jurisdiction in Coun-
ties Over 2,000,000.

19344. Ministerial Practices and Procedures in Courts
Having Criminal Jurisdiction in Counties
Over 2,000,000.

Art. 1927. Election and Qualification

A county judge who shall be wellinformed in the
law of this State shall be elected in each county by
the qualified voters thereof, at each general elec-
tion, and shall hold his office for two years.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Increase in Term of Office

Const. Art. 5 § 15 was amended in No-
vember, 1954 to increase the term of office
of county judges from two to four years.

Art. 1928. Bond

The county judge shall, before entering upon the
duties of his office, execute a bond payable to the
treasurer of his county to be approved by the com-
missioners court of his county, in a sum of not less
than one thousand nor more than ten thousand
dollars, the amount to be fixed by the commission-
ers court, conditioned that he will pay over to the
person or office entitled to reeceive it, all moneys
that may come into his hands as county judge, and
that he will pay over to his county all moneys
illegally paid to him out of county funds, as volun-
tary payments or otherwise, and that he will not
vote or give his consent to pay out county funds
exeept for lawful purposes.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1929. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
1384, ch. 369, § 1, eff. May 26, 1971

Art. 1930. Special County Judge

When a judge of the county court is disqualified,
the parties may, by consent, appoint a proper per-
son to try such case.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1931, Governor May Appoint Special Judge

Whenever a judge of the county court is disquali-
fied to try a civil case pending in the county court,
and the parties shall fail at the first term of the
court to agree upon a special judge, the judge shall
certify his disqualification to the Governor and the
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failure to agree upon another to try the same,
whereupon the Governor shall appoint some person,
learned in the law to try such case.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1932.

When a county judge is disqualified to act in any
probate matter, he shall forthwith certify his dis-
qualification therein to the Governor, whereupon
the Governor shall appoint some person to act as
special judge in said case, who shall act from term
to term until such disqualification ceases to exist.
A special judge so appointed shall receive the same
compensation as is now or may hereafter be provid-
ed by law for regular judges in similar cases, and
the Commissioners’ Court shall, at the beginning of
each fiscal year, include in the budget of the county,
a sufficient sum for the payment of the special
judge or judges appointed by the Governor to act
for the regular county judge.

{Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p.
187, § 1.]

Special Judge in Probate Matter

Art. 1933. Appointment by Wire

Whenever the county judge or the special judge
shall be disqualified from trying a case, the parties
or their counsel may agree upon an attorney for the
trial thereof; and, if they shall fail to agree upon an
attorney at or before the time it is called for trial, or
if the trial of the case is pending and the county
judge should become unable to act, or is absent, and
a special judge is selected who is disqualified to
proceed with the trial, and the parties then fail to

select or agree upon a special judge who is quali-

fied, -the county judge or special judge presiding
shall certify the fact to the Governor immediately,
whereupon the Governor shall appoint a special
judge, qualified to try same. Such appointment
may be made by telegram or otherwise. The special
judge shall proceed to the trial or disposition of
such case. Any special judge agreed upon or ap-
pointed to try cases shall receive the same pay for
his services as is provided by law for county judges.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1933a. Appointment of Special County
Judges in Certain Counties

Application and Construction of Act

Sec. 1. The provisions of this Act apply only to
counties in which there is no statutory county court
at law or statutory probate court, and in which all
duties of the county court devolve upon the county
judge. The provisions hereof are cumulative of all
other provisions of law for appointment or election
of special county judges, and existing provisions are
repealed hereby only to the extent of any conflict.

Pending Matter

Sec. 2. The county judge may at any time ap-
point a special county judge, with respect to any
WTSC Civil Statutes—4
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pending matter, whether of civil or criminal nature,
in accordance with the provisions following:

(a) Such action may be taken on the motion of
any counsel of record in such pending matter, or on
the court’s own motion.

(b) All counsel of record are entitled to notice and
hearing on such motion.

(c) If the county judge finds that good cause
exists therefor, he shall appoint a special county
judge, at his discretion, except: (1) the person so
appointed must be a duly licensed attorney at law;
(2) the person so appointed must be the person
agreed upon by all counsel of record in the pending
matter, if they are able to so agree; and (3) due
consideration shall be given by the court to such
recommendations as may be made by the attorneys
of such court for the further implementation of this
Act and the accomplishment of the purposes hereof.

(d) The motion for, and order appointing, the spe-
cial county judge, shall be noted in the docket, and
may be reduced to writing and filed among the
papers in the pending cause.

(e) Thereafter, the special county judge, while
sitting in the matter in which he is so appointed,
shall have and exercise all powers of a county judge
in relation to the matter involved.

Absence of County Judge or Excessive Case Load

. Sec. 3. (a) The county judge may appoint a
retired judge to sit as a special county judge during
a period when the county judge is absent by reason
of physical incapacitation or absence from the coun-
ty. The special county judge shall sit in all matters
that may be docketed on any of the court’s dockets
and shall have and exercise all powers of a county
judge in relation to the matters involved. The
cumulative time a special county judge or special
county judges appointed under this subsection may
sit shall not exceed a total of 15 working days
during a calendar year without the consent of the
commissioners court.

(b) If a county judge finds that the dockets of the
county court reflect a case load which the judge
deems to be in excess of that which can be disposed
of properly in a manner consistent with the efficient
administration of justice, the judge, acting with the
consent of the commissioners court, may appoint a
retired judge as a special county judge to share the
bench for such periods of time as may be authorized
by the commissioners court. The special county
judge shall sit in such matters as the county judge
may authorize and shall have and exercise all pow-
ers of a county judge in relation to the authorized
matters.

(c) The order appointing a special county judge
under this section shall be noted in the docket of the
county court.

(d) A retired judge appointed under this section
shall be a former judge who, prior to the appoint-
ment, has served at least eight years as the county
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judge of a county in this state or who has served as
a district judge of this state, and who has qualified
for the judicial retirement system.

Compensation

Sec. 4. A special county judge who is appointed
under.this Act shall be compensated by the commis-
sioners court at the rate of Yes of the annual salary
of the county judge for each day that the judge sits
as special county judge.

Powers Not Exercisable

Sec. 5. A special county-judge who is appointed
under this Act may not exercise any of the powers
of the county judge as member and presiding offi-
cer of the commissioners court or relating to the
general administration of county business.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1251, ch. 475, §§ 1, 2, eff. Sept. 1,
1975. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 147, ch. 66,
§8 1 to 5, eff. April 22, 1981.]

Section 8 of the 1975 Act, the emergency provision, provides, in
part:

“The purpose of this Act is to improve the administration of
justice in county courts, in view of the problems inherent in the
crowded condition of the dockets of constitutional county courts, in
the numerous and diverse nature of other nonjudicial duties devolv-
ing upon county judges, and in the fact county judges are not
required to be licensed attorneys although confronted by questions
of increasing legal complexity. * * *”

Art. 1934. Election of Judges

If a county judge fails to appear at the time
appointed for holding the court, or should he be
absent during the term or unable or unwilling to
hold the court, a special county judge may be elect-
ed in like manner as is provided for the election of a
special district judge. The special county judge so
elected shall have all the authority of the county
judge while in the trial and disposition of any case
pending in said court during the absence, inability,
or such refusal of the county judge. Similar elee-
tions may be held at any time during the term, to
supply the absence, failure or inability of the county
judge, or any special judge, to perform the duties of
the office. When a special county judge shall have
been so elected, the clerk shall enter upon the
minutes of the court, a record such as is provided
for in like cases in the district court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1934a. Stenographer or Clerk for County

Judge in Certain Counties

In any county in this State of less than one
hundred thousand inhabitants according to the Unit-
ed States census of nineteen hundred twenty, which
county contains a city, of more than forty-three
thousand inhabitants according to said census, the
County Judge shall be allowed to employ a stenog-
rapher or clerk at a salary not exceeding One Hun-
dred Twenty-five Dollars per month, such salary to
be paid monthly by the county by warrants drawn
on the general county fund. Such stenographer or
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clerk shall be subject to removal at the will of such
County Judge.

[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 296, ch, 136, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-1. County Judge to Employ Stenogra-

pher or Clerk, Salary

See. 1. In any county of this State of less than
one hundred thousand inhabitants, wherein is situat-
ed a city having an actual population of 88,489
inhabitants or more, the County Judge shall ascer-
tain the population of any city in his county neces-
sary to be ascertained under this Act by making
application to the mayor of any such city for a
certificate as to the population of such city. It shall
be the duty of any such mayor to ascertain by some
reasonable, accurate estimate the population of any
such city and his certificate to same under oath
shall authorize the County Judge to assume its
correctness and act upon the information contained
in such certificate in making any appointment of a
stenographer or clerk under this Act. The popula-
tion of the county shall be based on the latest
United States Census for the purposes of this Act.

Sec. 2. In any county in this State of less than
100,000 inhabitants wherein is situated a city having
a population of 38,489 inhabitants so certified by the
mayor of the town, as provided in Section 1, hereof,
the County Judge shall be allowed to employ a
stenographer or clerk at a salary not exceeding One
hundred and Twenty-five ($125.00) Dollars per
month, such salary to be paid monthly by the Coun-
ty by warrants drawn on the general county fund,
under orders of the Commissioners Court of such
county. Such stenographer or clerk shall be subject
to removal at the will of such County Judge.

[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., 2nd C.S., p. 156, ch. 79.]

Art. 1934a-2. Stenographer or Clerk in Counties
of 43,000 to 43,100

In any county in this State whose population, as
shown by the last Federal Census Report, is be-
tween forty-three thousand (43,000) and forty-three
thousand, one hundred (43,100) inhabitants, the
County Judge shall be allowed to employ a stenog-
rapher or clerk at a salary of One Hundred Dollars
($100) per month, such salary to be paid monthly by
county warrants drawn on the General County
Fund, or the County Road and Bridge Fund, or
both, under orders of the Commissioners Court of
such county. Such stenographer or clerk shall be
subject to removal at the will of such County Judge.

[Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p. 334, ch. 125, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-3. Stenographer in Counties of Less

Than 20,000; Salary

In any county in this State whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census is less
than twenty thousand (20,000) inhabitants, and
whose property valuation according to the approved
tax rolls for the preceding calendar year is in excess
of Fifty Million Dollars ($50,000,000) the County
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Judge shall be, and is hereby, authorized to employ
a stenographer or Clerk at a salary not to exceed
One Hundred and Twenty-five Dollars ($125) per
month, such salary to be paid monthly by county
warrants drawn on the County General Fund or the
County Road and Bridge Fund, or both, under the
orders of the Commissioners Court of such county.
Such stenographer or Clerk shall be subject to
removal at the will of such County Judge.

[Acts 1935, 44th Leg., p. 789, ch. 820, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-4. Stenographer in Counties of 15,140
to 15,160 :

In any county in this State whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census is not
more than fifteen thousand one hundred and sixty
(15,160) and not less than fifteen thousand one
hundred and forty (15,140) inhabitants, the County
Judge shall be, and is hereby, authorized to employ
a stenographer or clerk at a salary of One Hundred
($100.00) Dollars per month, such salary to be paid
monthly by county warrants drawn on the county
General Fund or the County Road and Bridge Fund,
or both, under the orders of the Commissioners’
Court of such county. Such stenographer or clerk
shall be subject to removal at the will of such
County Judge.

[Acts 1987, 45th Leg., p. 376, ch. 185, § 1]

Art. 1934a-5. Stenographer in Counties of 6,685
to 7,015 Population; Salary

In any county in this State whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census is not
more than seven thousand and fifteen (7,015) and
not less than six thousand, six hundred and eighty-
five (6,685) inhabitants, the County Judge shall be,
and is hereby, authorized to employ a stenographer
or secretary at a salary to be determined by the
Commissioners Court, such salary to be paid month-
ly by county warrants drawn on the County General
Fund or the County Road and Bridge Fund, or both,
under the orders of the Commissioners Court of
such county. Such stenographer or secretary shall
be subject to removal at the will of such County
Judge.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 747, § 1.]

Art. 1934a—6. Stenographer in Counties of 7,680
to 7,700; Salary

In any county in this State whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census of 1930
is not more than seven thousand, seven hundred
(7,700) and not less than seven thousand, six hun-
dred and eighty (7,680) inhabitants, the County
Judge shall be and is hereby authorized to employ a
stenographer or clerk at a salary not exceeding One
Hundred Dollars ($100) per month, such salary to be
paid monthly by county warrants drawn on the
County General Fund or the County Road and
Bridge Fund, or both, under the orders of the
Commissioners Court of such county. Such stenog-

COURTS—COUNTY

Art. 1934a-7

rapher or clerk shall be subject to removal at the
will of such County Judge. -

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 746, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-7. Stenographer or Clerk in Counties
of 10,399 to 10,499

Text as amended by Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p.
724, ch. 451, § 1

In any county in this State with a population of
not more than ten thousand, four hundred and
ninety-nine (10,499) and not less than ten thousand,
three hundred and ninety-nine (10,399) inhabitants,
according to the last preceding Federal Census, the
County Judge shall be and is hereby authorized to
employ a stenographer or a clerk at a salary of not
to exceed One Hundred Dollars ($100) per month.
Such salary is to be paid monthly by county war-
rants drawn on the county General Fund, the coun-
ty Salary Fund, or the Road and Bridge Fund, or
either of them, on the orders of the Commissioners
Court of such county. Such a stenographer or clerk
shall be subject to removal at the will of such
County Judge.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 748, § 1. Amended
by Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 724, ch. 451, § 1.]

Amendment by Acts 1941, p. 39, ch. 27,
§ 1, see article 1934a-7, post
Art. 1934a-7. Stenographer or Clerk in Counties
of 7,700 to 7,800 and 13,199 to 13,299;
Salary

Text as amended by Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p.
39, ch. 27, § 1

In any County in this State with a population of
not more than seven thousand eight hundred
(7,800), and not less than seven thousand seven
hundred (7,700), and in Counties having not more
than thirteen thousand two hundred ninety-nine
(13,299) inhabitants and not less than thirteen thou-
sand one hundred ninety-nine (13,199) inhabitants,
according to the last preceding Federal Census, the
County Judge with the approval of the Commission-
ers’ Court shall be and is hereby authorized to
employ a stenographer or a clerk at a salary of not
to exceed One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars per month.
Such salary is to be paid monthly by County War-
rants drawn on the County General Fund, the Coun-
ty Salary Fund, or the Road and Bridge Fund, or
either of them, on'the orders of the Commissioners’
Court of such County. Such a stenographer or
clerk shall be subject to removal at the will of such
County Judge.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 748, § 1. Amended
by Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 39, ch. 27, § 1.]

Amendment by Acts 1941, p. 7?24, ch.
4581, see article 1984a-7, ante
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Art. 1934a-8. Stenographer or Clerk in Counties
of 11,710 to 11,720 and 38,400 to 38,-
500; Salary

Any county in this State having a population, as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census of
1940, of not more than eleven thousand seven hun-
dred twenty (11,720) and not less than eleven thou-
sand seven hundred ten (11,710) inhabitants, and of
not more than thirty-eight thousand five hundred
(38,500) and not less than thirty-eight thousand four
hundred (88,400) inhabitants, the County Judge
shall be and is hereby authorized to employ a ste-
nographer or clerk at a salary not exceeding Seven-
ty-five ($75.00) Dollars pér month, such salary to be
paid monthly by county warrants drawn on the
County General Fund or the County Road and
Bridge Fund, or both, under the orders of the
Commissioners’ Court of such county. Such stenog-
rapher or clerk shall be subject to removal at the
will of such County Judge.

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 780, ch. 484, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-9. Stenographer or Clerk and District
and County Clerks in Counties of
2,825 to 2,900 and 6,100 to 6,150; Sal-
ary

In any county in this State whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census is not
less than two thousand, eight hundred and twenty-
five (2,825) and not more than two thousand, nine
hundred (2,900) and in counties having not less than
six thousand, one hundred (6,100) and not more than
six thousand, one hundred and fifty (6,150) inhabit-
ants, the County Judges and County and District
Clerks are, and are hereby authorized to employ a
stenographer or secretary at a salary to be deter-
mined by the Commissioners Court, such salary to
be paid monthly by county warrants drawn on the
County General Fund or the County Road and
Bridge Fund, or both, under the orders of the
Commissioners Court of such county. Such stenog-
rapher or secretary shall be subject to removal at
the will of such County Judge or County or District
Clerk.

[Acts 1941, 47th Leg., p. 739, ch. 459, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-10. Stenographer or Clerk in Coun-
ties of 7,500 to 17,500; Salary

In any county in this state whose population as
shown by the last preceding federal census is not
more than seventeen thousand, five hundred (17,
500) and not less than seven thousand, five hundred
(7,500), and having an assessed valuation of not less
than Twenty-five Million Dollars ($25,000,000.00),
the County Judge may, with the approval of the
Commissioners Court, employ a stenographer or
clerk at a salary not exceeding Four Hundred Dol-
lars ($400.00) per month, such salary to be fixed by
the Commissioners Court and paid monthly by coun-
ty warrants drawn on the county general fund
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under the orders of the Commissioners Court of
such county.

[Acts 1945, 49th Leg., p. 304, ch. 220, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 1362, ch. 463, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-11. Stenographer or Secretary in
Counties of 5,575 to 5,875; Salary

In any county of this state whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census is not
more than five thousand eight hundred seventy-five
(5,875) and not less than five thousand five hundred
seventy-five (5,575) inhabitants, the County Judge
shall be, and is hereby, authorized to employ a
stenographer or secretary at a salary to be deter-
mined by the Commissioners Court, such salary to
be paid monthly by county warrants drawn on the
County General Fund or the County Road and
Bridge Fund, or both, under the orders of the
Commissioners Court of such county. Such stenog-
rapher or secretary shall be subject to removal at
the will of such County Judge.

[Acts 1947, 50th Leg., p.-273, ch. 166, § 1]

Art. 1934a-12. Stenographer or Secretary in
Counties of 27,059 to 27,150

In any county of this State whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census is not
more than twenty-seven thousand, one hundred and
fifty (27,150) and not less than twenty-seven thou-
sand and fifty-nine (27,059) inhabitants, the County
Judge shall be, and is hereby, authorized to employ
a stenographer or secretary at a salary to be deter-
mined by the Commissioners Court, such salary to
be paid monthly by county warrants drawn on the
County General Fund or the County Road and
Bridge Fund, or both, under the orders of the
Commissioners Court of such county. Such stenog-
rapher or secretary shall be subject to removal at
the will of such County Judge.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 83, ch. 48, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-13. Stenographer or Secretary in
Counties of 47,000 to 51,000

In any county of this State whose population, as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census, ex-
ceeds forty-seven thousand (47,000) persons and
does not exceed fifty-one thousand (51,000) persons,
the county judge may, with the approval of the
Commissioners Court, employ a stenographer or
secretary at a salary of not more than Twenty-four
Hundred Dollars ($2,400) per annum, such salary to
be fixed by the Commissioners Court and paid
monthly by county warrants drawn on the county
General Fund under the orders of the Commission-
ers Court of such county.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 369, ch. 192, § 1.]
Art. 1934a-14. Stenographer or Clerk in Coun-
ties of 10,380 to 10,390

In any county in this State whose population as
shown by the last preceding Federal Census of 1940
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is not more than ten thousand, three hundred and
ninety (10,390) and not less than ten thousand, three
hundred and eighty (10,380} inhabitants, the County
Judge shall be and is hereby authorized to employ a
stenographer or clerk at a salary not exceeding Two
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250) per month, such
salary to be paid monthly by county warrants
drawn on the County General Fund or the County
Road and Bridge Fund, or both, under the orders of
the Commissioners Court of such county. Such
stenographer or clerk shall be subject to removal at
the will of such County Judge.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 469, ch. 253, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-15. Stenographer or Secretary in all
Counties; Salary

Sec. 1. Whenever any County Judge of this
State shall require the services of a secretary or
stenographer, he shall apply to the Commissioners
Court of his County for authority to employ such
secretary or stenographer. If the Commissioners
Court determines that the services of a secretary or
stenographer is needed for the County Judge, it
shall enter an order authorizing the County Judge
to employ a secretary or stenographer and the
Commissioners Court shall prescribe the salary to
be paid such secretary or stenographer. The com-
pensation which may be allowed the secretary or
stenographer for his or her services shall be any
reasonable sum that the Commissioners Court may
determine is proper and adequate provided the com-
pensation shall not be less than the following pre-
scribed minimums:

(a) In each County having a population of twenty
thousand (20,000) inhabitants or less, according to
the last preceding Federal Census, the secretary or
stenographer of the County Judge shall receive a
salary of not less than Five Hundred Dollars ($500)
per annum, nor more than Two Thousand, Four
Hundred Dollars ($2,400) per annum.

(b} In each county having a population of at least
twenty-eight thousand (28,000) inhabitants, and not
more than thirty thousand (30,000) inhabitants ac-
cording to the last preceding Federal Census, the
secretary or stenographer of the county judge may
receive a salary of not less than One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000) per annum, nor more than Four
Thousand and Eight Hundred Dollars ($4,300) per
annum.

(¢) In each county having a population of at least
fifty thousand and one (50,001) inhabitants and not
more than one hundred thousand (100,000) inhabit-
ants, according to the last preceding Federal Cen-
sus, the secretary or stenographer of the County
Judge shall receive an annual salary in an amount
as determined by the Commissioners Court.

(d) In each County having a population of one
hundred thousand and one (100,001) inhabitants or
more, according to the last preceding Federal Cen-
sus, the secretary or stenographer of the County
Judge shall receive a salary of not less than One

’
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Thousand, Six Hundred Dollars ($1,600), nor more
than Three Thousand, Seven Hundred and Fifty
Dollars ($3,750) per annum.

Sec. 2. The salaries provided in this Act shall be
paid monthly out of the General Fund or Officers’
Salary Fund of the County.

Sec. 8. If any section, subsection, sentence,
phrase or word of this Act shall be held to be
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remain-
ing portions of this Act and the Legislature hereby
declares that it would have enacted such remaining
portions despite such invalidity.

[Acts 1953, 53rd Leg., p. 752, ch. 300. Amended by Acts
1957, 55th Leg., p. 834, ch. 363, § 1; Acts 1961, 57th Leg.,
p. 1128, ch. 512, § 1; Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 1012, ch. 497,
§ 1, eff. June 16, 1965; Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p. 1802, ch.
606, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1969.]

Art. 1934a-16. Stenographer or Secretary in
Counties of 100,000 to 110,000; Sala-
ry

In any county in this State having a population of
not less than One Hundred Thousand (100,000) nor

more than One Hundred Ten Thousand (110,000)

according to the last preceding Federal Census, the

County Judge may, with the approval of the Com-

missioners Court, employ a secretary or stenogra-

pher at a salary not to exceed Forty-Eight Hundred

Dollars ($4,800) per year, such salary to be fixed by

the Commissioners Court, and paid monthly out of

the General Fund or Officers Salary Fund of the

County.

[Acts 1959, 56th Leg., p.1022, ch. 473, § 1.]

Art. 1934a-17. Stenographer or Secretary in
Counties of 144,000 to 155,000; Sala-
ry

In any county in the State having a population of

not less than one hundred forty-four thousand (144,-
000) inhabitants and not more than one hundred
fifty-five thousand (155,000), according to the last
preceding federal census, the County Judge, with
the approval of the Commissioners Court, shall be,
and is hereby authorized to appoint a stenographer
or secretary.

[Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 976, ch. 398, § 1. Amended by
Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1838, ch. 542, § 90, eff. Sept. 1,
1971; Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 565, ch. 237, § 22, eff. Sept.
1, 1981.]

Art. 1934a-18. Stenographer or Secretary in Jim
Hogg County

The County Judge and the County Attorney of
Jim Hogg County are each authorized to employ
one person for stenographical and secretarial duties.
Each person so employed shall receive a salary of
not less than One Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars
($1,200) nor more than Two Thousand, Four Hun-
dred Dollars ($2,400) per annum, to be fixed, deter-
mined or set by the County Commissioners Court of
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Jim Hogg Cdunty and paid out of the Officer’s
Salary Fund or General Fund of the County.

fActs 1963, 58th Leg., p. 979, ch. 402, § 1.]

Art. 1934b. Court Administrator System for
County Courts in Certain Counties

Sec. 1. County criminal courts or county courts
at law having jurisdiction in both criminal and civil
actions and proceedings in counties having more
than one county criminal court or more than one
county court at law having jurisdiction in both erimi-
nal and civil actions and proceedings may establish
and maintain a court administrator’s system if ap-
proved by the commissioners court. Upon approval,
Sections 2, 8, and 4 of this Act shall apply.

Sec. 2. The county criminal courts or the county
courts at law having jurisdiction in both criminal
and civil actions and proceedings shall, by rule,
designate the duties to be performed by the court
administrator. The court administrator shall coop-
erate with the administrative judges and state agen-
cies having duties relating to the operation of the
courts to perform uniform and efficient administra-
tion of justice.

Sec. 8. (a) The court administrator shall be ap-
pointed by the judges of the county criminal courts
or the judges of the county courts at law having
jurisdiction in both criminal and civil actions and
proceedings and shall serve at the pleasure of those
courts. The court administrator shall receive rea-
sonable compensation to be determined by the com-
missioners court not to exceed 70 percent of the
salary paid by the county to the judges of those
courts.

(b) The judges of those courts shall appoint ap-
propriate staff and supporting personnel according
to the needs of each local jurisdiction.

Sec. 4. The commissioners court of each county
shall provide from the fines collected by these
courts the necessary funding for the court adminis-
tration system on order and directive of the courts
to be served by the court administrator. If the
fines are insufficient to provide the total funding
for this program, the county shall provide the addi-
tional funds needed.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1624, ch. 638, §§ 1 to 4, eff. June
15, 19717.]

Art. 1934¢. Court Manager and Coordinator Sys-
tem for Courts Having Criminal
Jurisdiction in Counties Over
2,000,000

Courts having the same jurisdiction over criminal
justice that are now or may be hereafter vested in
county courts having jurisdiction in criminal actions
and proceedings under the constitution and laws of
Texas in counties with a population in excess of
2,000,000 according to the last preceding federal
census may establish and maintain a court manager
and coordinator system. The courts shall, by rule,
designate and set out the qualifications of and
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duties to be performed by the court manager and
coordinators to improve criminal justice and expe-
dite the processing of criminal cases through the
county courts. The court manager and coordinators
in each such county shall cooperate with state agen-
cies having duties in the operation of the courts to
promote uniform and efficient justice in the state.
Nothing in this Act shall be construed to diminish
the statutory duties and powers conferred on the
clerk of the court, sheriff, district attorney, or any
officer of the courts. The court manager and coor-
dinators shall serve by and at the pleasure of the
courts, and shall receive reasonable compensation,
to be determined by the judges of the courts, not
more than 60 percent for the court manager and 50
percent for the coordinators of the salary paid to
the judges of the courts, provided that commission-
ers courts, by order, may compensate the court
manager in an amount in excess of that provided
herein. The courts may appoint a court manager,
coordinators, appropriate staff, and supporting per-
sonnel according to the needs of each local jurisdic-
tion. The commissioners court of each such county
shall provide from the fines collected by these
courts the necessary funding for the court manager
and coordinator system on order and directive of the
courts to be served provided that if the said fines
are insufficient to provide the total funding for this .
program the county shall provide the additional
funds needed.
[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1891, ch. 752, § 1, eff. Aug. 29,
1977. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 566, ch. 237,
§ 23, eff. Sept. 1, 1981; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 140, ch. 35,
§ 1, eff. April 26, 1983.]

Section 2 of the 1983 amendatory act provides:

“If any provision, section, or clause of this Act or application
thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidi-
ty shall not affect the provisions or applications hereof which can
be given effect without the invalid provision, section, or clause, and
to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be severable.”

Art. 1934d. Ministerial Practices and Procedures
in Courts Having Criminal Juris-
diction in Counties Over 2,000,000

Sec. 1. The judges of courts having the same
jurisdiction over criminal matters that are now or
may be vested in county courts having jurisdiction
in criminal actions and proceedings under the consti-
tution and laws of Texas in counties with a popula-
tion in excess of 2,000,000 according to the last
preceding federal census and in which there are
nine or more such courts may select from their
number a presiding judge.

(a)(1) The presiding judge shall be selected by a
vote of two-thirds of the judges of such courts, for a
term of six months, and shall serve until his succes-
sor is selected. The selection of such presiding
judge may be cancelled and another presiding judge
selected to serve the unexpired term of the regular-
ly selected presiding judge by a vote of two-thirds
of the judges of such courts. Selection of the
presiding judge shall be during the month immedi-
ately preceding the term such judge is to serve.
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Each judge of courts included in this Act shall enter
on the minutes of his court an order reciting each
selection of a presiding judge.

(2) A co-presiding judge may be selected in the
same manner the presiding judge is selected as set
out herein and have the same duties and responsibil-
ities as the presiding judge when the presiding
judge is absent or disabled for any reason.

(b) The presiding judge shall have the following
duties and responsibilities pertaining to courts in-
cluded in this Act:

(1) The presiding judge shall preside at any ses-
sion of the judges of the courts and be ex officio
member of all committees created by the judges in
session pertaining to the common goal of the courts
in achieving more equal and efficient justice and
orderly dispatch of business.

(2) The presiding judge shall be the chief adminis-
trator of the office of county court manager and
county court coordinators; pretrial release services
in all misdemeanor cases; and all other court-relat-
ed ministerial services in all misdemeanor cases as
promulgated by the judges having jurisdiction
thereof.

(¢} In the event that the judge of any court gov-
erned by the provisions of this Act is absent, or is
for any cause disabled from presiding, the presiding
judge of the courts may appoint a special judge
whose qualifications shall be the same as the quali-
fications of the regular judge, and while serving the
special judge shall have the same duties and powers
as the regular judge. The provisions of Articles
30.04, 30.05, and 30.06, Code of Criminal Procedure,
1965, relating to the oath, compensation, and record
of appointment of certain special judges shall apply
to the appointment of a special judge under this
section.

Sec. 2. The judges of courts included in this Act
may also adopt rules, not inconsistent with the Code
of Criminal Procedure and the Texas Rules of Civil
Procedure for practice and procedure in such courts.
A rule may be adopted by a two-thirds vote of the
judges and upon adoption shall be entered verbatim
on the minutes of each of the courts. The clerk of
the court shall supply copies of the rules so adopted
to every interested person.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1892, ch. 753, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.
Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 566, ch. 237, § 24, eff.
Sept. 1, 1981; Acts-1983, 68th Leg., p. 4243, ch. 676, § 1,
eff. Aug. 29, 1983.]

Section 2 of the 1983 amendatory act provides:

“If any provision, section, or clause of this Act or application
thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidi-
ty shall not affect the provisions or applications hereof which can
be given effect without the invalid provision, section, or clause, and
to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be severable.”

CHAPTER TWO. COUNTY CLERK

Art.
1935. Election and Power.
1936. Clerk Pro Tem.
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Art. 1937

Art.

19317. Bond, Oath and Insurance.

1938. Deputies.

1939. Armed Forces or Auxiliaries, Records of Offi-
cial Discharges From.

1939a. Certified Copies of Records Furnished Free to
Members of Armed Forces, Auxiliaries, Mari-
time Service and Merchant Marine.

1940. Clerk of Commissioners Court.

1941. Recorders.

1941(2). Microfilm Records of County Clerks.

1942, Custody of Records.

1943. Keep Record of Proceedings.

1944. Index to Judgments.

1945. Other Dockets, Indexes, ete.

1946. Report Fines and Jury Fees.

1947. Jury Fees and Fines.

1948. Shall Use Seal.

Art. 1935. Election and Power

A clerk of the county court of each county shall
be elected at each general election for a term of two
years. Each such clerk shall be authorized to issue
all marriage licenses, to administer all oaths and
affirmations, and to take affidavits and depositions
to be used as provided by law in any of the courts.
[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
571, ch. 276, § 1]

Increase in Term of Office

Const. Art. 5, § 20 was amended in
November, 1954 to increase the term of
office of county clerks from two to four
years.

Art. 1936. * Clerk Pro Tem.

Where a county clerk shall be a party to any
motion or proceeding in his court, the county judge
shall, on his own motion, or on application of any
person interested, appoint a clerk pro tempore for
the purposes of such suit, motion or proceeding. -
The person so appointed shall take the oath to
faithfully and impartially perform the duties of such
appointment, and shall also enter into bond, payable
to the State of Texas, in such amount as may be
required by the judge, to be approved by him, and
conditioned for the faithful performance of his
duties under such appointment. The person so ap- .
pointed shall perform all the duties required by law
of the clerk in the particular suit, motion or proceed-
ing in which he may be appointed.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1937. Bond, Oath and Insurance

Sec. 1. Each county clerk shall, before entering
upon the duties of his office, give bond either with
four or more good and sufficient sureties or with a
surety company authorized to do business in Texas
as a surety, to be approved by the Commissioners
Court in an amount equal to not less than Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000) nor less than twenty per
cent (20%) of the maximum amount of fees collected
in any year during the previous term of office
immediately preceding the term of office for which
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the bond is to be given, but in no event to exceed
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000), condi-
tioned for the faithful discharge of the duties of his
office. Said clerk shall also take and subscribe the
official oath which shall be endorsed on the bond,
and the bond and oath so taken and approved shall
be recorded in the county clerk’s office, and deposit-
ed in the office of the clerk of the District Court. A
certified copy of such bend may be put in suit in the
name of the county for the use of the party injured.

Sec. 2. Each county clerk shall obtain a surety
bond covering his deputy; or a schedule surety
bond or a blanket surety bond covering his deputies,
if more than one, and all employees of his office.
Each deputy and each employee, shall be covered
for the same conditions and in the same amount as
the county clerk.

Sec. 3. The bond covering the county clerk shall
be made payable to the county and the bond or
bonds covering the deputies and the employees of
the county clerk shall be made payable to the coun-
ty for the use and benefit of the county clerk.

Sec. 4. "Each county clerk shall obtain an errors
and omissions insurance policy, covering the county
clerk and the deputy or deputies of the county clerk
against liabilities incurred through errors and omis-
sions in the performance of the official duties of
said county clerk and the deputy or deputies of said
county clerk; with the amount of the policy being in
an amount equal to a maximum amount of fees
collected in any year during the previous term of
office immediately preceding the term of office for
which said insurance policy is to be obtained, but in
no event shall the amount of the policy be for less
than Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) or more than
Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000).

Sec. 5. The premiums for the bonds and the
errors and omissions policies required by this Act to
be given, or to be obtained, by the county clerk of
each county shall be paid by the Commissioners
Court of the county out of the general fund of the
county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p.
- 941, ch. 456, § 1, eff. Aug. 80, 1965; Acts 1969, 61st Leg.,
p. 1711, ch. 561, § 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1969; Acts 1979, 66th
Leg., p. 872, ch. 397, § 1, eff. Aug. 27, 1979.]

Art. 1938. Deputies

The county clerk may in writing, appoint one or
more deputies under his hand and the seal of his
court, which shall be recorded in the office of such
clerk, and shall be deposited in the office of the
district clerk. Deputies shall take the official oath
and shall act in the name of their principal, and may
do and perform all such official acts as may be
lawfully done and performed by such clerk in per-
son. When the clerk does not reside at the county
seat, he shall have a deputy residing there.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
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Art. 1939. Armed Forces or Auxiliaries, Records
of Official Discharges From

Each County Clerk shall record in a well-bound
book the official discharge of each member of the
Armed Forces of the United States of America or
the Armed Force Reserve of the United States of
America or the Auxiliary of either Armed Forces of
the United States of America or the Armed Force
Reserve of America who have served in the Armed
Forces of the United States of America since 1916.
There shall be no charge made for the recording
and keeping of these records.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1943, 48th Leg., p.
187, ch. 107, § 1.]

Repeal

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2721, ch. 886,
effective June 14, 1971, relating to the
microfilming of records by counties, and
classified as article 1941(a), provided in
section 2 that all laws or parts of laws in
conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed, to the extent of con-
Slict only, including but not limited to
this article.

Art. 1939a. Certified Copies of Records Fur-
nished Free to Members of Armed
Forces, Auxiliaries, Maritime Ser-
vice and Merchant Marine
Art. 1. Any person, his guardian, or his depend-

ents or heirs at law who is eligible to make a claim
against the Government of the United States of
America as a result of service in the Armed Forces
of the United States of America, or the services
auxiliary thereto, including the Maritime Service
and the Merchant Marine, shall upon the request
therefor by such person, his guardian, or his de-
pendents, or heirs at law, be furnished without cost
a certified and authenticated copy or copies of any
instrument, public record or document necessary to
prove or establish such claim, which is in the custo-
dy or on file in the office of County Clerks, District
Clerks and other public officials of this State, by
such officials. Provided, the issuance of such certi-
fied or authenticated copy or copies of such officials
shall not be considered in determining the maximum
fee of such offices.

Art. 2. The rights conferred by this Act shall
extend to any person, his guardian or his depend-
ents, or heirs-at-law who are eligible by reason of
service heretofore or hereafter rendered in the Arm-
ed Forces of the United States of America, or the
services auxiliary thereto, including the Maritime
Service and the Merchant Marine, when such per-
son, his guardian, or his dependents, or heirs-at-law
are eligible to make claim against the Government
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of the United States of America as a result of such
service.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 329. Amended by Acts 1943,
48th Leg., p. 267, ch. 166, §5 1, 2, Acts 1945, 49th Leg., p.
587, ch. 346, § 1.] :

Art. 1940. Clerk of Commissioners Court

They shall be ex-officio clerks of the commission-
ers court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1941. Recorders

They shall be ex-officio recorders for their several
counties, and as such shall record in suitable books
to be procured for that purpose all deeds, mortgag-
es and other instruments required or permitted by
law to be recorded; they. shall be the keepers of
such record books, and shall keep the same properly
indexed, arranged and preserved.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Repeal

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2716, ch. 886,
effective June 14, 1971, relating to the
microfilming of records by counties, and
classified as article 1941(a), provided in
section 2 that all laws or parts of laws in
conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed, to the extent of con-
flict only, including but not limited to
this article.

Microfilm Records
Clerks

Art. 1941(a). of County

Microfilming Authorized

Sec. 1. County clerks and county recorders and
clerks of county courts are hereby authorized, in
their sole discretion, to adopt and thereafter to use
exclusively, for the purpose of recording, preserv-
ing and protecting public records in their custody
and control, or for the purpose of obtaining econom-
ical recording costs for such public records, or for
the purpose of reducing and conserving the space
required for filing, storing and safekeeping of such
public records, or for the purpose of providing effi-
cient retrieval of such public records, or for any
similar purpose or purposes, a microphotograph or
microfilm process or processes which accurately and
permanently copies or reproduces, or forms a medi-
um for copying or reproducing the original record
on a film, in lieu of any other process, processes,
method, or methods authorized or required, for fil-
ing, for filing and registering, or for filing and
recording all instruments of writing, legal docu-
ments, papers or records authorized, permitted or
required to be filed or to be filed and registered or
to be filed and recorded in the offices of county
clerks, or of county recorders, or of clerks of county
courts; subject to the conditions and requirements
hereinafter set out and specified in this Act.
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Official Public Records

Sec. 2. (a) Said instruments of writing, legal
documents, papers or records authorized, permitted
or required to be filed, or filed and registered, or
filed and recorded in the offices of said county
clerks and county recorders and clerks of county
courts, shall be divided into seven types or classes
of records for recording by microphotograph or
microfilm process or processes as described herein
below. The recording and indexing of said instru-
ment of writing, legal document, paper, or record in
an Official Public Record which is on microfilm
imparts notice in like manner and effect as if re-
corded in separate books or films and as if recorded
in each Official Public Record described hereinbe-
low. Each of said classes or types of records shall
be recorded on a separate series of rolls of micro-
film, or on a separate series of discrete groups of
separate and individual discrete microfilm images.
Each of such rolls of microfilm shall be deemed to
be a bound volume or book and each image on each
of said rolls shall be properly identified for indexing
purposes; and each of such separate series of dis-
crete groups of separate and individual discrete
microfilm images shall be deemed to be a bound
volume or book and each discrete image of each of
said discrete groups shall be properly identified for
indexing purposes.

(b) The said seven types or classes of records for
recording on microfilm shall be as follows:

(1) Records relating to or affecting real property,
the microfilm records of which shall be known as
“Qfficial Public Records of Real Property”;

(2) Records relating to or affecting receivables,
chattels and personal property, the microfilm
records of which shall be known as “Official Public
Records of Personal Property and Chattels”;

(3) Records relating or incidental to matters in
probate, the microfilm records of which shall be
known as “Official Public Records of Probate
Courts”;

(4) Records relating or incidental to matters in
county civil courts, the microfilm records of which
shall be known as “Official Public Records of Coun-
ty Civil Courts”;

(5) Records relating or incidental to matters in
county criminal courts, the microfilm records of
which shall be known as “Official Public Records of
County Criminal Courts”;

(6) Records relating or incidental to matters in
Commissioners Court, the microfilm records of
which shall be known as “Official Public Records of
Commissioners Court”; and

(7) Records relating to or affecting persons, busi-
ness entities and/or agencies of government, other
than property records, both real and personal, court
proceedings and court records as described in Sub-
paragraphs (1) thru (6) above, the microfilm records

\
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of which shall be known as “Official Public Records
of Governmental, Business and Personal Matters.”

(¢) Releases, transfers, assignments and other ac-
tions relating to any instruments of writing, legal
document, paper, or record, which has been record-
ed in an Official Public Record, shall be made by
separate instruments of writing, documents, papers
or records filed, or filed and registered, or filed and
recorded in the same manner provided for herein for
said original instrument of writing, legal document,
paper or record; and no entry, marginal or other-

“wise, shall be made on any record, or index, or
records, or indexes, previously made.

Microfilm Records Deemed Original Records;
Certified Copies

Sec. 3. The microfilm records provided for in
this Act shall be deemed to be original records for
all purposes and shall be so accepted by all courts
and administrative agencies of this State; and tran-
seripts, exemplifications, copies, or reproductions on
paper or on film of an image or images of said
microfilm records, when issued and certified to by
said clerk, shall be deemed to be certified copies of
the originals for all purposes and shall be so accept-
ed by all courts and administrative agencies of this
State.

Indices

Sec. 4. (a) Each such instrument of writing, le-
gal document, paper or record which is recorded in
an Official Public Record, as provided in Sections
2(a)(1) thru 2(a)(7) hereinabove, shall be indexed and
cross-indexed in the indices to the Public Record in
which it is recorded in the full and perfect alphabeti-
cal order of the names of the parties as definitely
identified therein in each such instrument of writ-
ing, legal document, paper or record.

(b) In addition to the names of the parties, each
entry in an index for the appropriate Official Public
Record described in Sections 2(a)1), 2(a)2) and
2(a)(7) shall include: an abbreviated description of
the nature of such instrument of writing, legal
document, paper or record as shown therein, inctud-
ing the name of the record in which it would have
been recorded under existing laws pertaining to
bound volume records and to other records in the
Recorder’s office; the time and date of filing; the
location of the recorded image or images on micro-
film by roll number, or by group number, and image
number or numbers, or by other suitable data; an
abbreviated description of the property, if any, or
an abbreviated description of a lien or mortgage, if
any, or of other reference, if any, to former record-
ed data, or such additional information as will prop-
erly identify each index entry as pertaining to the
particular type of record to which the index applies.

(c) In addition to the names of the parties in
actions in county courts, each entry in an index for
the appropriate Official Public Record described in
Sections 2(a)(3) thru 2(a)(6) shall include the nature
of the cause or action, the date the cause or action
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was opened or taken, the court in which the cause
or action lies, the docket number, such other data
which would assist in further identifying the cause
or action being indexed, and the location of the
recorded image or images on the microfilm by roll
number, or by group number, and image number or
numbers, or by other suitable data.

(d) Such alphabetical indices shall be revised peri-
odically throughout each year so that there will be a
full and perfect alphabetical index to each of said
Public Records for each full calendar year.

(e) Registers shall be kept up to date of court
docket numbers in perfect numerical sequence for
each type Court Record, and shall include essential-
ly the same data as is contained in the indices.

(f) Such other Registers of file numbers shall be
kept as will be of assistance to the public, and shall
include essentially the same data as is contained in
the indices.

(g) No marginal entry or entries shall be required
to be made by said clerks on indices previously
completed.

Standards for Microfilm Records

Sec. 5. Should a Public Records Commission of
Texas be authorized by law, all microfilming shall
be done in accordance with reasonable rules and
regulations, and under the general supervision, of
said Commission; otherwise the county clerk shall
establish the reasonable rules and regulations and
have complete control of the microfilming in the
county clerk’s office in accordance with the follow-
ing:

(a) Each original negative roll, and each original
negative discrete image, of microfilmed records
shall meet all of the requirements for archival quali-
ty, for density, for resolution and for definition, of
the Public Records Commission of Texas, if there be
one, otherwise of the United States Bureau of Stan-
dards.

(b) For each roll, or part of a roll, of microfilm to
be an official original record, the first image on the
roll, or part of a roll, shall be of a Title Page
showing the name of the Official Record, the start-
ing identification number, the date, and a certificate
of the county clerk singed by the camera operator;
and the last image on the roll, or part of a roll, shall
be of a Certificate of Legality and Authenticity
certifying that “the microfilming of the images be-
tween the Title Page and the Certificate of Legality
and Authenticity has been in strict accordance with
Article 1941(a), Vernon’s Texas Civil Statutes, and
that each image is a true, correct, and exact copy of
the page or pages of the identified instrument of
writing, legal document, paper, or record which had
been filed for record on the date and at the time
stamped on each; that no splice was made in the
original negative film between the Title Page and
this Certificate”; followed by the name of the Offi-
cial Record, the starting image identification num-
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ber of the Title Page and the ending image identifi-
cation number of the Certificate of Legality and
Authenticity, the date microfilmed and the certifi-
cate of the county clerk signed by the camera
operator, if the camera operator is a deputy county
clerk, or otherwise signed by the county clerk in
person.

(c) For each separate and individual image of a
discrete group of discrete images of a microfilm
record to be an official original record, the first
image of the discrete group shall be of a Title Page
showing the name of the Official Record, the start-
ing identification number, the date, and a certificate
of the county clerk signed by the camera operator;
and the last image of the discrete group shall be of
a Certificate of Legality and Authenticity certifying
“that the discrete numbered microfilm images be-
tween the Title Page and the Certificate of Legality
and Authenticity have been made in striet accord-
ance with Article 1941(a), Vernon’s Texas Civil Stat-
utes, and that each image is a true, correct, and
exact copy of the page or pages of the identified
instrument of writing, legal document, paper, or
record which had been filed for record on the date
and at the time stamped on each; that no microfilm
image or images were substituted for any original
discrete microfilm image or images between the
Title Page and this Certificate”; followed by the
name of the Official Record the starting image
identification number of the Title Page and the
ending image identification number of the Certifi-
cate of Legality and Authenticity, the date micro-
filmed and the certificate of the county clerk signed
by the camera operator, if the camera operator is a
deputy county clerk, or otherwise signed by the
county clerk in person.

(d) At least one additional negative copy of each
roll, or part of a roll, or of each discrete image of a
group of discrete images, of the original negative
microfilm shall be made. The original negative of
each roll, or part of a roll, or of each discrete image
of a group of discrete images, of microfilm shall be
the security record and, in the absence of other
statutory provisions, shall be stored in a fireproof
and burglarproof safe or locker outside of, and at a
distance from, the courthouse. One negative copy
of each roll, or part of a roll, or of each discrete
image of a group of discrete images, of microfilm
shall be used for making positive film prints and for
no other purpose. Either negative copies or positive
copies of film shall be used on projection devices or
readers.

(e) All original negative microfilm now in an of-
fice of a county clerk and which negative mierofilm
is of archival quality, or which is made into negative
film of archival quality, and which has thereon the
certificates of the county clerk is hereby designated
original records for all purposes and shall be so
accepted by all courts and administrative agencies
of this State.
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(f) Each image on each roll, or each discrete
image of a group of discrete images, of microfilm
shall be of such a size that its image can be project-
ed with clear legibility and without distortion onto a
view screen or view glass with such projected image
being as large as, or larger than, the original instru-
ment of writing, legal document, paper or record
from which it was made.

(g) Each image on a microfilm record shall be
identified by a number by which it can be located
quickly and easily, and which number shall be used
in indexing such image.

(h) Cameras used for microfilming shall meet or
exceed the then current standards of the United
States Bureau of Standards for the documentation
of permanent records.

(i) suitable means shall be furnished for the pub-
lic to quickly and easily locate and project onto a
viewing screen or viewing glass the complete image
of a desired record. Such projected image shall be
as large as, or larger than, the instrument of writ-
ing, legal document, paper or record of which it is
an image.

Checking and Proving Microfilm Records; Return of
Original Instruments; Disposition of
Printed Records

Sec. 6. (a) Each county clerk and county re-
corder and clerk of county courts, whenever the
original paper record is not retained in the files of
the county clerk, shall inspect and check each filmed
image on each roll of microfilm, or each filmed
image of the discrete group -of filmed images
against the original instrument of writing, legal
document, paper or record for accuracy and clarity.
A county clerk may reproduce from microfilm onto
paper records each filmed image on each roll of
microfilm, or each filmed image of the discrete
group of filmed images, for the purpose of inspect-
ing and checking each filmed image for accuracy
and clarity. Should a microfilm image be defective
in any respect, the original instrument of writing,
legal document, paper or record, from which said
defective filmed image was made, shall be remicro-
filmed on a subsequent roll of microfilm, or on a
subsequent discrete image or images of a subse-
quent discrete group of individual images, to obtain
acceptable images on mierofilm. A record need not
be reproduced if it is transferred to the custody of
the state librarian pursuant to state law.

(b) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary pro-
vided by any other statute or statutes, when an
instrument of writing, legal document, paper, or
record has been microfilmed and said microfilm has
been proven satisfactory by inspecting and checking
as provided herein, said clerk is hereby authorized
to, and shall, return each such instrument of writ-
ing, legal document, paper or record, excepting
those involved in or relating to court matters and
proceedings, to the party or parties who filed it.
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(¢} Original instruments of writing, original legal
documents, original papers and original records,
which have been filed relating to court matters and
proceedings and which have been recorded on micro-
film records, shall be retained in the files of the
docket to which they relate until a written order of
the court closes such docket, after which all of the
records in such docket shall be microfilmed in time
sequence to provide all of such records of a docket
in an unbroken continuous sequence on one roll of
microfilm, or in an unbroken continuous sequence of
discrete images in a group of discrete images.

(d) Upon the certificate of a county clerk of a
county to the Commissioners Court of the county
that the original negative microfilm of a designated
microfilm record fully meets the requirements of
the Bureau of Standards of the United States
Government for archival quality, for density, for
resolution and for definition of said original nega-
tive microfilm and, further, that microfilm film
prints from said negative have been satisfactorily
used by the public for five years, or more, said
Commissioners Court may authorize by order of
said court the disposal of the original paper records
from which said microfilm records were made.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2716, ch. 886, § 1, eff. June 14,
1971. Amended by Acts 19717, 65th Leg., p. 1201, ch. 463,
§ 9, eff. Aug. 29, 1977; Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 538, ch.
254, § 1, eff. Aug. 27, 1979.]

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2716, ch. 886, enacting this article,
provides in section 2:

“All laws or parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this
Act are hereby repealed, to the extent of conflict only, including
but not limited to Section 10, Chapter 340, Acts of the 49th
Legislature, 1945, as amended; Chapter 21, Acts of the 4lst
Legislature, 5th Called Session, 1930; Chapter 192, Acts of the
45th Legislature, 1937, as amended; Chapter 251, Acts of the 53rd
Legislature, 1953, as amended; Chapter 211, Acts of the 41st
Legislature, 1929; Section 10, Chapter 382, Acts of the 57th
Legislature, 1961; Section 2, Chapter 89, Acts of the 53rd Legisla-
ture, 1953; Chapter 85, Acts of the 43rd Legislature, 1933, as
amended; Section 1, Chapter 162, Acts of the 39th Legislature,
1925; Section 1, Chapter 58, Acts of the 50th Legislature, 1947;
Chapter 48, Acts of the 48th Legislature, 1943; Chapter 98, Acts of
the 43rd Legislature, 1st Called Session, 1933 (Articles 912a-10,
1220a, 1278a, [should read “1287a”], 4582b, 5472¢, 5472d, 5476a,
5506a, 6574a, 6574b, 6899-1, and 7345a of Vernon’s Texas Civil
Statutes); Articles 1275, 1285, 1939, 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1945,
4524, 4546, 5238, 5275, 5333, 5348, 5448, 5453, 5486, 5924, 5925,
5949, 6000, 6574, 6591, 6593, 6594, 6595, 6596, 6597, 6598, 6599,
6601, 6633, 6634, 6635, 6636, 6641, 6644, 6662, 6898, 6905, 6912,
6913, 6923, 6927, 7361 and 7362, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas,
1925, as amended; Subsections (d) and (e) of Section 137, Texas
Probate Code, as amended; and Sections 9.403 through 9.407, as
amended, Business and Commerce Code.”

Section 3 of the 1971 act was a severability clause.

Art. 1942. Custody of Records

They shall be keepers of the records, books, pa-
pers and proceedings of their respective courts in
civil and criminal cases and in matters of probate,
and see that the same are properly indexed, ar-
ranged and preserved, and shall perform such other
duties in that behalf as may be by law imposed on
them.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

COURTS—COUNTY

1476

Repeal

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2721, ch. 886,
effective June 14, 1971, relating to the
microfilming of records by counties, and
classified as article 1941(a), provided in
section 2 that all laws or parts of laws in
conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed, to the extent of con-
flict only, including but not limited to
this article.

Art. 1943. XKeep Record of Proceedings

They shall keep a fair record of all the acts done
and proceedings had in their respective courts, and
enter all judgments of the court, under the direction
of the judge, and shall keep a record of each execu-
tion issued, and of the returns thereon.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Repeal

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2721, ch. 886,
effective June 14, 1971, relating to the
microfilming of records by counties, and
classified as article 1941(a), provided in
section 2 that all laws or parts of laws in
conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed, to the extent of con-
Slict only, including but not limited to
this article.

Art. 1944, Index to Judgments

They shall provide and keep in their respective
offices, as part of the records thereof, full and
complete alphabetical indexes of the names of the
parties to all suits filed in their courts, which index-
es shall be kept in well bound books, and shall state
in full the names of all the parties to such suits,
which shall be indexed and cross indexed, so as to
show the name of each party under the proper
letter; and a reference shall be made opposite each
name to the page of the minute book upon which is
entered the judgment in each case.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Repeal

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2721, ch. 886,
effective June 14, 1971, relating to the
microfilming of records by counties, and
classified as article 1941(a), provided in
section 2 that all laws or parts of laws in
conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed, to the extent of con-
Sflict only, including but not limited to
this article.”

Art. 1945. Other Dockets, Indexes, etc.

The clerk shall keep such other dockets, books
and indexes as may be required by law; and all
books, records and filed papers belonging to the
office of county clerks shall at all reasonable times
be open to the inspection and examination of any
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citizen, who shall have the right to make copies of
the same.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84
' Repeal

Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2721, ch. 886,
effective June 14, 1971, relating to the
microfilming of records by counties, and
classified as article 1941(a), provided in
section 2 that all laws or parts of laws in
conflict with the provisions of this Act
are hereby repealed, to the extent of con-
flict only, including but not limited to
this article.

Art. 1946. Report Fines and Jury Fees

On the last day of each term of the county court,
the clerk shall make a written statement showing
all moneys received by him for jury fees and fines
since his last statement, with the names of the
parties from whom received; and the name of each
juror who has served at such term; the number of
days he served, and the amount due him for such
service. Such statement shall be examined and
corrected by the presiding judge, and be approved
and signed by him. When so approved and signed it
shall be recorded in the minutes of the court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1947. Jury Fees and Fines

The clerk shall pay to the county treasurer all
jury fees and fines received by him to the use of the
county.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1948. Shall Use Seal

Where in any county a joint clerk shall have been
elected, he shall, in performing the duties of county
clerk, use the seal of said court to authenticate his
official acts as such clerk.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

CHAPTER THREE. POWERS AND

JURISDICTION
Art.
1949,  Jurisdiction.
1950. Concurrent Original Jurisdiction.
1951. No Jurisdiction.
1952.  Appellate Jurisdiction.
1953. Certiorari to Justice Courts.
1954. Motions Against Officers.
1955. Repealed.
1956.  Law and Equity Powers.
1957. To Grant Remedial Writs.
1958, Appointing Attorneys.
1959. Additional Authority.
1960. Changed Jurisdiction; Eminent Domain.
1960-1. County Court; Exclusive Jurisdiction of Misde-
meanors, Except, ete.
1960-2. Power to Forfeit Bail Bonds.
1960-3. Power to Issue Writs of Habeas Corpus.
1960-4. Appellate Jurisdiction.

COURTS—COUNTY

Art. 1955

Art. 1949. Jurisdiction

The county court shall have concurrent jurisdic-
tion with the justice court in civil cases when the
matter in controversy shall exceed in value two
hundred dollars, and shall not exceed one thousand
dollars, exclusive of interest.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p.

846, ch. 877, § 2, eff. June 6, 1979; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p.
616, ch. 133, & 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1983.]

Art. 1950.

The county court shall have concurrent jurisdic-
tion with the district court when the matter in
controversy shall exceed five hundred and not ex-
ceed one thousand dollars, exclusive of interest.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Concurrent Original Jurisdiction

Art. 1951. No Jurisdiction

The county court shall not have jurisdiction of
any suit to recover damages for slander or defama-
tion of character, nor of suits of the recovery of
lands, nor suits for the enforcement of liens upon
land, nor of suits in behalf of the State for escheats,
nor of suits for divorce, nor of suits for the forfei-
ture of the charters of corporations and incorporat-
ed companies, nor of suits for the trial of the right
to property levied on by virtue of any writ of
execution, sequestration or attachment, when the
property levied on shall be equal to or exceed in
value five hundred dollars.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1952. Appellate Jurisdiction

The county court shall have appellate jurisdiction
in civil cases over which the justice courts have
original jurisdiction when the judgment appealed
from or the amount in controversy shall exceed
twenty dollars, exclusive of costs.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1953. Certiorari to Justice Courts

The county court shall also have jurisdiction in
cases brought up from the justice courts by certio-
rari.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1954,

The county court may hear and determine all
motions against sheriffs and other officers of the
court for failure to pay over moneys collected under
the process of said court, or other defaleation of
duty in connection with such process.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1955. Repealed by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
2536, ch. 831, § 6, eff. Aug. 30, 1971

See, now, article 1911a.

Motions Against Officers



Art. 1956

Art. 1956. Law and Equity Powers

Subject to the limitation stated in this chapter, the
county court is authorized to hear and determine
any cause which is cognizable by courts, either of
law or equity, and to grant any relief which could be
granted by said courts, or either of them.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1957. To Grant Remedial Writs

The county judge, either in term time or vacation,
may grant writs of mandamus, injunction, seques-
tration, attachment, garnishment, certiorari and su-
persedeas, and all other writs necessary to the
enforcement of the jurisdiction of the court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1958. Appointing Attorneys

The county judge may appoint counsel to attend
to the cause of any party who makes affidavit that
he is too poor to employ counsel to attend to the
same.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]
Art. 1959. Additional Authority

The county court and the county judge shall also
have such authority as may be vested in them by
law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1960. Changed Jurisdiction;
main

Eminent Do-

Where the jurisdiction of a county court has been
taken away, altered or changed by existing laws,
the jurisdiction shall remain as established, until
otherwise provided by law. The county courts shall
have no jurisdiction in eminent domain cases.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p.
9537, ch. 832, § 7, eff. June 9, 1971.]

Art. 1960-1. County Court; Exclusive Jurisdic-

tion of Misdemeanors, Except, etc.

The county courts shall have exclusive original
jurisdiction of all misdemeanors, except misdemean-
ors involving official misconduct, and except cases
in which the highest penalty or fine that may be
imposed under the law may not exceed two hundred
doliars, and except in counties where there is estab-
lished a criminal district court.

[1925 C.C.P.]
Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.
Art. 1960-2. Power to Forfeit Bail Bonds
County courts shall have jurisdiction in the forfei-
ture and final judgment of all bonds and recogni-

zances taken in criminal cases, of which criminal
cases said courts have jurisdiction.

[1925 C.C.P.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.
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Art. 1960-3. Power to Issue Writs of Habeas
Corpus

The county courts, or judges thereof, shall have
the power to issue writs of habeas corpus in all
cases in which the constitution has not eonferred
the power on the district courts or judges thereof;
and, upon the return of such writ, may remand to
custody, admit to ‘bail or discharge the person im-
prisoned or detained, as the law and nature of the
case may require.

[1925 C.C.P.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1960-4. Appellate Jurisdiction

The county courts shall have appellate jurisdiction
in criminal cases of which justices of the peace and
other inferior tribunals have original jurisdiction.

[1925 C.C.P.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

CHAPTER FOUR. TERMS OF COURT

Art.

1961. Terms of Court.

1962. Other Terms.

1963. Probate Business.

1964. Judge Failing to Appear.
Art. 1961. Terms of Court

The County Court shall hold at least four terms
for both Civil and Criminal business annually, and
such other terms each year as may be fixed by the
Commissioners’ Court. After having fixed the

-times and number of the terms of a County Court,

they shall not change the same until the expiration
of one year. Until, or unless otherwise provided,
the term of the County Court shall be held on the
first Monday in February, May, August and Novem-
ber, and may remain in session three weeks; provid-
ed said court shall be open at all times for the
transaction of probate business.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., 1st
C.S., p. 107, ch. 48, § 2.] :

Art. 1962, Other Terms

The commissioners court may, at a regular term
thereof, by an order entered upon its records, pro-
vide for more terms of the county court for the
transaction of civil, eriminal and probate business,
and fix the times at which each of the four terms
required by the Constitution, and the terms exceed-
ing four, if any, shall be held, not to exceed six
annually, and may fix the length of each term.
When the number of the terms of the county court
has been fixed, the court shall not change the order
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before one year from the date of entry of the
original order fixing such terms.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1963. Probate Business

Said court shall dispose of probate business either
in term time or vacation under such regulations as
may be prescribed by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1964. Judge Failing to Appear

If the county judge fails to appear at the time
appointed for holding his court and no election of a
special judge is had, the sheriff of the county, or, in
his default, any constable of the county, shall ad-
journ the court from day to-day for three days. If
the judge should not appear on the fourth day and
no special judge is elected, the sheriff or constable
as the case may be, shall adjourn the court until the
next regular term thereof.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

CHAPTER FIVE. MISCELLANEOUS
PROVISIONS
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Art.

1965. Minutes.

1966. Seal of the Court.

19617. Repealed.

1968. When Case is Transferred.

1969. Jurisdiction Taken Away. .

1969a-1. Exchange of Judges in County Courts at Law
and County Criminal Courts in Counties of
Over 300,000 Population.

1969a-2. Judges of County Courts at Law Authorized to
Act for County Judge.

1969a-3. County Judges, Acting for Judge of County
Court at Law.

1969b. Assignment of Judges of Statutory Probate
Courts.

1970. County Courts at Law.

1970a.  Amount in Controversy.

ACTS CREATING COUNTY COURTS AT LAW
AND SIMILAR COURTS, AND AFFECTING
PARTICULAR COUNTY COURTS, AND DE-
CISIONS THEREUNDER

DALLAS COUNTY

1970-1. Creation.

1970-2. Name of County Court of Dallas County at
Law Changed.

1970-3. Jurigdiction of Said Court.

1970-4. Jurisdiction Retained by County Court of
Dallas County.

1970-5. Terms of County Court of Dallas County, at

- Law; Practice, etc.

1970-6. Judge to be Elected, When, ete,; Qualifica-
tions; Term.

1970-7. Bond and Oath of Judge.

1970-8. Special Judge Elected or Appointed, How.

1970-9. May Issue Writs.

1970-10. Clerk of; Seal; Sheriff to Attend When, etc.

1970-11. Appointment of Jury Commissioners; Selec-
tion, ete., of Juries.

1970-12. Vacancy in Office of Judge, How Filled.

COURTS—COUNTY

Art.

1970-13.
1970-14.
1970-15.

1970-16.
1970-17.
1970-18.
1970-19.
1970-20.
1970-21.
1970-22.
1970-23.
1970-24.
1970-25.
1970-26.
1970-217.
1970-28.
1970-29.

1970-30.
1970-31.
1970-31.1.

1970-31.2.

1970-31.10.
1970-31.11.
1970-31.12.
1970-31.13.
1970-31.14.
1970-31.15.
1970-31.16.
1970-31.17.
1970-31.18.
1970-31.20.
1970-31.21.
1970-31.30.

1970-31a.
1970-31b.
1970-31e.

1970-32.
1970-33.
1970-34.
1970-35.

1970-36.
1970-37.

1970-38.

1970-39.
1970-40.
1970-41.
1970-42.

Art. 1964

Fees and Salary of Judge.

Salary of County Judge of Dallas County.

County Court of Dallas County, at Law, No.
2, Created.

Jurisdiction.

Courts How Designated; Transfer of Cases.

Jurisdiction of Other County Courts.

Power to Issue Writs.

Terms of Court.

Judge; Qualifications; Salary.

Special Judge.

Jurors.

Vacancy.

Transfer of Cases.

Qualifications of Judges.

Holding Court For or With Other Judge.

Terms of Court.

Current Term of County Court at.Law No. 2;
Effect of Change of Terms.

Qath of Office; Bond; Fees.

Salaries of Judges of County Courts at Law.

County Courts of Dallas County at Law Nos.
3 and 4.

County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 5.

County Criminal Court of Dallas County,
Creation, Jurisdiction, etec.

County Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court No. 4 of Dallas Coun-

ty.

County Criminal Court No. 5 of Dallas Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Courts Nos. 6 and 7 of
Dallas County.

County Criminal Court No. 8 of Dallas Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court No. 9 of Dallas Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court No. 10 of Dallas
County.

County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas
County.

County Criminal Court of Appeals No. 2 of
Dallas County.

Retired Judges as Substitutes in Dallas
County.

Probate Court of Dallas County.

Probate Court No. 2 of Dallas County.

Probate Court No. 3 of Dallas County.

TARRANT COUNTY

Creation.

Jurisdiction of Said Court.

Jurisdiction of Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction Retained by County Court of Tar-
rant County.

Both Courts May Issue Writs.

Terms, Practice, ete., of County Court of Tar-
rant County for Civil Cases.

Judge to be Elected When, ete.; Qualifica-
tions; Term; Vacancies How Filled.

Bond and Oath of Judge.

Special Judge Elected or Appointed How.

Clerk of; Seal; Sheriff to Attend When, ete.

Selection, ete., of Juries by the Two Courts
Jointly.



Art.
1970-43.

1970-44.
1970-45.
1970-45a.

1970-46.
1970-47.
1970-48.
1970-49.
1970-50.
1970-51.
1970-52.
1970-53.
1970-54.
1970-55.
1970-56.
1970-57.
1970-58.
1970-59.

1970-60.
1970-61.
1970-62.

1970-62.1.

1970-62.2.

1970-62a.
1970-62b.
1970-62c.
1970~62d.

1970-62e.

1970-63.
1970-64.
1970-65.

1970-66.
1970-67.
1970-68.

1970-69.
1970-70.
1970-71.
1970-72.
1970-73.

1970-74.
1970-75.
1970-75a.

1970-76.
1970-71.
1970-78.

1970-79.
1970-80.
1970-81.

1970-82.

COURTS—COUNTY

Fees; Salary of Judge of County Court of
Tarrant County for Civil Cases.

Removal of Judge.

Salary of County Judge of Tarrant County.

Compensation of Certain Tarrant County
Judges.

Court Created.

Jurisdiction.

Same; Juvenile and Probate Matters.

Issuance of Writs.

Terms of Court; Practice.

Judge.

Same; Bond and Oath.

Special Judge.

Clerk; Seal; Sheriff.

Fees; Salary.

Removal of Judge.

Shorthand Reporter.

Transfer of Causes.

Cases Filed in Either County Court at Law or
County Court for Civil Cases.

Transfer of Cases.

Fees and Salaries of Judges.

Designations of Courts.

Transfer of Eminent Domain Jurisdiction
from County to District Courts.

County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court Ne. 2 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court No. 3 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Court No. 4 of Tarrant Coun-
ty.

County Criminal Courts Nos. 5 and 6 of Tar-
rant County.

BEXAR COUNTY

Creation.

Jurisdiction of Said Court.

Jurisdiction Retained by County Court of Be-
xar County.

Both Courts May Issue Writs.

Terms, Practice, ete.

Judge to be Elected When, ete.; Qualifications;
Term.

Bond and Oath of Judge.

Special Judge Elected or Appointed How.

Clerk of; Seal; Sheriff to Attend When, etec.

Selection, ete., of Juries.

Vacancies in Office of Judge, How Filled; Ap-
pointment of First Judge.

Fees; Salary of Judge.

Removal of Judge.

Practice and Administration of Courts.

HARRIS COUNTY

Creation.

County Civil Court at Law No. 1.

Change of Name Not to Affect Court, Ex-
cept, ete.; Judges, Officers, Process and
Returns.

Jurisdiction of Said Court.

Jurisdiction Continued, ete.

Jurisdiction Retained by County Court of
Harris County.

Both Courts May Issue Writs.

Art.

1970-83.
1970-84.
1970-85.

1970-86.
1970-87.
1970-88.
1970-89.
1970-90.
1970-91.
1970-92.
1970-93.
1970-94.
1970-94a.
1970-94b.
1970-95.
1970-96.

1970-97.
1970-98.

1970-98a.
1970-98b.
1970-99.
1970-100.
1970-101. .
1970-102.
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Terms, Practice, ete.

Terms of Court.

Judge to be Elected, When; Qualifications;
Term.

Bond and Oath of Judge.

Special Judge. :

Clerk; Seal; Sheriff to Attend When, ete.

Vacancy in Office of Judge, How Filled, etec.

Salary of Judge.

Salary of County Judge of Harris County.

Repealed.

Transfer of Misdemeanor Criminal Cases.

Repealed.

Exchange of Judges; Powers.

Court Reporter; Salary.

Court Created.

Jurisdiction Over Criminal Matters; Appel-
late Jurisdiction.

Repealed.

Qualifications of Judge; Appointment;
Oath; Bond; Fees and Salary.

Official Court Reporter; Compensation.

. Clerk in Civil and Criminal Matters.

Clerk; Fees.

Seal.

Sheriffs and Constables.
Special Judge.

1970-108, 1970-104. Repealed.

1970-105.
1970-106.
1970-106a.
1970-107.
1970-108.
1970-109.
1970-110.
1970-110a.

1970-110a.1.
1970-110a.2.
1970-110a.3.

1970-110b.
1970-110c.

1970-110c.1.
1970-110c.2.

1970-110c.3.
1970-110c.4.

1970-110c.5.

1970-110d.
1970-110e.
1970-110f.

1970-111.

1970-112.
1970-112A.

1970-113.
1970-114.
1970-115.
1970-116.
1970-117.

Terms.

Transfer of Cases.

Exchange of Judges.

Repealed.

Practice.

Process in Transferred Cases.

Repealed. -

Probate Court No. 1 of Harris County.

Repealed.

Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County.

Probate Court No. 3 of Harris County.

County Criminal Court at Law No. 2.

County Criminal Court at Law No. 3 of
Harris County.

-County Criminal Court at Law No. 4.

County Criminal Court at Law Nos. 5, 6 and
7 of Harris County.

County Criminal Court at Law Nos. 8 and 9
of Harris County.

County Criminal Court at Law No. 10 of
Harris County.

County Criminal Court at Law Nos. 11 and
12 of Harris County.

County Civil Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County.

County Civil Court at Law No. 3 of Harris
County.

County Civil Court at Law No. 4 of Harris
County.

JEFFERSON COUNTY

County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 1.

Jurisdiction.

Transfer of Cases to and from County Court
and County Courts at Law.

Jurisdiction of Other Courts.

Terms of Court.

Election of Judge; Tenure; Qualifications.

Appointment of Judge.

Disqualification of Judge.
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Art.

1970-118.
1970-119.
1970-120.
1970-121.
1970-122.

1970-123.
1970-124.
1970-125.
1970-126.
1970-126a.

1970-126b.

1970-127.
1970-127a.
1970-127b.

1970-128.
1970-129. |
1970-130.
1970-131.
1970-132.

1970-133.
1970-134.
1970-135.
1970-136.
1970-136a.
1970-137.
1970-138.
1970-139.
1970-140.
1970-141.
1970-141.1.
1970-141.2.
1970-141.3.

1970-141.4.

1970-141a.

1970-142 to

1970-153 to
1970-166a.

1970-166b.
1970-166c.

1970-166d.
1970-166e.

1970-167 to

COURTS—COUNTY

Issuance of Writs.

Clerk, Seal, and Sheriff.

Selection of Jurors.

Vacancy in Office of Judge.

Salary of Judge; Assessment and Collection
of Fees.

Appeals from Lower Courts.

Fees of County Judge.

Special Judge; Election; Compensation.

Act Not Repealed.

County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 2.

County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 8

EL PASO COUNTY

Court Created.

Change of Name.

Jurisdiction and Administration of County
Courts at Law.

Jurisdiction.

Jurisdiction.

Power to Issue Writs.

Terms of Court.

Appointment of Judge; Election; Qualelca~
tions of Judge.

Bond and Oath of Judge.

Special Judge.

Clerk, Seal; Sheriff.

Official Shorthand Reporter; Appointment;
Term of Office, Oath; Duties.

Reporter for County Court.

Juries.

Compensation of Judge.

Removal of Judge.

Salary of County Judge.

Repeal; Partial Invalidity of Act.
County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso Coun-
ty. :
County Court at Law No. 3 of El Paso Coun-
ty.

County Court at Law No. 4 of El Paso Coun-
ty.

County Court at Law No. 5 of El Paso Coun-

ty.

EASTLAND COUNTY

Eminent Domain and Probate Jurisdiction;
Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction Transferred.
1970-152. Unconstitutional.

WICHITA COUNTY

1970-166. Repealed.

Jurisdiction of Wichita County Court at Law
Transferred to Wichita County Court.

Jurisdiction in Civil Cases Transferred to Dis-
trict Courts.

Concurrent Jurisdiction with District Courts
in Juvenile Delinquency, Child Neglect or
Dependency Proceedings.

County Court at Law of Wichita County.

County Court at Law No. 2 of Wichita Coun-
ty.

TEXARKANA COURT AT LAW
1970-189. Unconstitutional.

ARMSTRONG COUNTY

Art.

1970-190. Armstrong County Court; Concurrent Juris-
diction with Justice Court.

1970-191. Jurisdiction as County Court.

1970-192. Appeal; Amount in Controversy.

1970-193. Jurisdiction of Justices’ Courts Not Affected;
Appeal.

1970-194. Laws Repealed.

CASTRO COUNTY

1970-195. Castro County Court; Jurisdiction of Court.

1970-196. Appellate Jurisdiction.

1970-197. May Issue Writs.

1970-198. Jurisdiction of Probate Court

1970-199. Forfeiture, etc., of Bonds and Recognizances
in Criminal Cases.

1970-200. Jurisdiction of Misdemeanors; Appellate Juris-
diction.

1970-201. District Court Has No Longer Jurisdiction of
Certain Cases.

1970-202. District Clerk to Deliver Transcripts, etc.

1970-203. Motions Against Sheriffs and Other Officers;
Contempts; Other Powers,

1970-204. Terms of Court.

COCHRAN AND COLORADO COUNTIES

1970-205. Jurisdiction of County Court of Cochran and
Colorado Counties.

1970-206. Other Jurisdiction.

1970-207. Appeals and Writs of Error.

1970-208. Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace; Appeals.

DEAF SMITH, PARMER, RANDALL, CASTRO AND
LUBBOCK COUNTIES

1970-209. Deaf Smith, Parmer, Randall, Castro and Lub-
bock County Courts; Jurisdiction of Court.

1970-210. Same Subject.

1970-211. Writs of Error to Court of Civil Appeals.

1970-212. Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace, ete.

1970-213. Laws Repealed.

HARRISON COUNTY

1970-214.  Jurisdiction of County Court of Harrison
County.

1970-215.  Jurisdiction in Civil Cases.

1970-216.  Judgments Heretofore Rendered in County
Court; Executions, etc.

1970-217. Laws Repealed.

1970-218.  Appellate Jurisdiction in Civil Cases, etc.

1970-219. May Grant Writs.

1970-220. District Court Not to Have Jurisdiction
When.

1970-221.  Clerk of District Court to Make Transcripts in
Cases in Which Jurisdiction is Given to
County Court, ete.

1970-222. Motions Against Sheriffs and Other Officers,
ete.; Contempts; Other Powers.

1970-223. May Fix Terms of Court.

1970-223a. County Court at Law of Harrison County.

HOCKLEY AND COCHRAN COUNTIES

1970-224, County Court of Hockley and Cochran Coun-
ties; Jurisdiction.

1970-225. Other Jurisdiction.

1970-226. Appeals and Writs of Error.

1970-227. Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace; Appeals.



Art.

1970-228.
1970-229.
1970-230.
1970-231.
1970-232.
1970-233.

1970-234.
1970-235.

1970-236.
1970-237.

1970-238.

1970-239.
1970-240.

1970-241.

1970-242.
1970-243.

1970-244.
1970-245.

1970-246.
1970-247.
1970-248.
1970-249.
1970-250.
1970-251.

1970-252.
1970-253.

1970-254.
1970-255.

1970-256.
1970-257.
1970-258.
1970-259.

1970-260.
1970-261.

1970-262.

1970-263.
1970-264.

1970-265.

COURTS—COUNTY

JASPER COUNTY

Jasper County Court; Jurisdiction in Civil
Cases.

Appellate Jurisdiction in Civil Cases.

May Grant Writs.

Jurisdiction of Probate Court.

Forfeited Bonds, ete., in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of Certain Misdemeanors; Appel-
late Jurisdiction.

Jurisdiction of District Court.

District Clerk to Deliver Transcripts, ete., to
County Clerk.

Motions Against Sheriffs and Other Officers;
Contempts; Other Powers.

Terms of Court.

KENDALL COUNTY

Jurisdiction of County Court of Kendall Coun-
ty.

Jurisdiction of District Court.

County Clerk to Make Transcripts in Cases
Transferred to District Court, ete.

Judgments Heretofore Rendered in County
Court; Executions, etc.

LEE AND BURLESON COUNTIES

Jurisdiction of County Court of Lee and Burle-
son Counties.

Other Jurisdiction.

Appeals and Writs of Error.

Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace; Appeals.

OLDHAM COUNTY

Oldham County Court Jurisdiction in Civil
Cases.

Appellate Jurisdiction in Civil Cases.

May Grant Writs.

Jurisdiction of Probate Court.

Forfeited Bonds, ete., in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of Certain Misdemeanors; Appel-
late Jurisdiction in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of District Court.

District Clerk to Deliver Transcripts, ete., to
County Clerk.

Motions Against Sheriffs and Other Officers;
Contempts; Other Powers.

Terms of Court.

REAGAN COUNTY

Reagan County Court; Jurisdiction; Transfer
of Cases.

Judgments Not Affected; Executions Thereon.

Jurisdiction of District Court.

County Court; Concurrent Jurisdiction With
Justices of the Peace.

Appeals and Writs of Error.

Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace; Appeals.

STONEWALL COUNTY

Stonewall County Court; Jurisdiction in Civil
Cases.

Other Jurisdiction.

Appeals and Writs of Error to Court of Civil
Appeals.

Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace; Appeals.

Art.
1970-266.

1970-267.
1970-268.
1970-269.
1970-270.
1970-271.

1970-272.
1970-273.

1970-274.

1970-275.

1970-276.
1970-2717.
1970-278.
1970-279.
1970-280.
1970-281.

1970-282.
1970-283.

1970-284.
1970-285.

1970-286.
1970-287.
1970-288.
1970-289.
1970-290.
1970-291.

1970-292.
1970-293.

1970-294.

1970-295.
1970-296.
1970-297.

1970-298.

1970-298a.

1970-298b.
1970-298c.
1970-298d.

1970-299.
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SUTTON COUNTY

Sutton County Court; Original Civil Jurisdie-
tion.

Appellate Jurisdiction in Civil Cases.

May Grant Writs.

Probate Jurisdiction.

Forfeited Bonds and Recognizances.

Jurisdiction of Misdemeanors; Appellate Juris-
diction in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of District Court.

Transcripts of Pending Cases; Entry of Cases
in County Court.

Motions Against Officers; Contempts;
Powers.

Terms of Court.

WHEELER COUNTY

Wheeler County Court; Jurisdiction in Civil
Cases.

Appellate Jurisdiction in Civil Cases.

May Grant Writs.

Jurisdiction of Probate Court.

Forfeited Bonds, ete., in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of Certain Misdemeanors; Appel-
late Jurisdiction in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of District Court.

District Clerk to Deliver Transcripts, etc., to
County Clerk.

Motions Against Sheriffs and Other Offlcers
Contempts; Other Powers.

Terms of Court.

ZAPATA COUNTY

Zapata County Court; Jurisdiction in Civil
Cases.

Appellate Jurisdiction in Civil Cases.

Power to Grant Writs, etc.

Jurisdiction of Probate Court.

Forfeited Bonds, ete., in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of Certain Misdemeanors; Appel-
late Jurisdiction in Criminal Cases.

Jurisdiction of District Court.

District Clerk to Deliver Transcripts, etc., to
County Clerk.

Motions Against Sheriffs and Other Officers;
Contempts; Other Powers.

Terms of Court.

EDWARDS COUNTY
Edwards County Court; Act Repealed.

SHELBY COUNTY
Shelby County Court; Jurisdiction Restored.

McLENNAN COUNTY

Repealed.

Jurisdiction of McLennan County Court at
Law Transferred to MecLennan County
Court; Salary of Judge.

County Court at Law of McLennan County.

Compensation of Judge.

County Court at Law No. 2 of MecLennan
County.

HARRISON COUNTY
Jurisdiction of County Court of Harrison Coun-
ty.

Other
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EDWARDS COUNTY
Art.
1970-300.  Changing Jurisdiction of County Court of Ed-
wards County.
1970-300a. Jurisdiction of Edwards County Court In-
creased; Terms of Court.
BEXAR COUNTY

1970-301. County Courts at Law Nos. 1 and 2 of
Bexar County.

1970-301a.  Official Shorthand Reporters; Salary.

1970-301b.  Salaries of Judges.

1970-301c.  Salaries of Judges.

1970-301d.  County Court at Law No. 3, of Bexar Coun-
ty. :

1970-301e.  Salaries of Judges.

1970-301e.1.. County Courts at Law Nos. 4 and 5 of
Bexar County.

1970-301e.2. County Courts at Law Nos. 4 and 6 of
Bexar County.

1970-301f, 1970-301f.1. Repealed. -

1970-301g.  County Court of Bexar County for Criminal
Cases.

1970-801h.  Repealed.

MENARD COUNTY

1970-802. Jurisdiction and Time for Holding Menard
County Court.

STERLING COUNTY

Jurisdiction and Time for Holding Sterling
County Court.

1970-303a. Jurisdiction of Sterling County Court Dimin-

ished; Civil and Criminal Causes Transfer-

red to District Court.

1970-303.

IRION COUNTY

1970-304. Jurisdiction and Time for Holding Irion County
Court.

CAMERON COUNTY

1970-305.  County Court at Law No. 1 of Cameron Coun-

ty. .
1970-305a. Name Changed to County Court at Law of
Cameron County.

1970-305b.  Repealed.
1970-305¢. County Court at Law No. 2 of Cameron Coun-
ty.

BOWIE COUNTY

1970-306. Jurisdiction of Bowie County Court Diminish-
ed.

KERR COUNTY

1970-807. Jurisdiction and Time for Holding County
Court of Kerr County.

WASHINGTON COUNTY
1970-808. Jurisdiction of Washington County Court.

OFFICIAL SHORTHAND REPORTERS
1970-309. Reporters and Compensation.

COURTS—COUNTY

PARTICULAR COUNTY COURTS

Art.
1970-310. Other Acts Creating or Affecting Jurisdiction
of Particular County Courts.

POTTER COUNTY

Jurisdiction of Potter County Court at Law
Diminished; Transfer of Causes to County
Court and Justice Court.

1970-311a. County Court at Law of Potter County Creat-

ed, etc.

1970-311b. County Court at Law No. 2 of Potter County.

1970-311.

GILLESPIE COUNTY
1970-312. Jurisdiction of County Court of Gillespie Coun-
ty Increased.
DUVAL COUNTY
1970-313. Jurisdiction of County Court of Duval County

Increased.
RED RIVER COUNTY
1970-314.  Repealed.
1970-314a. Jurisdiction of County Court of Red River
County.

COLLINGSWORTH COUNTY
1970-815. Jurisdiction of County Court of Collingsworth
Increased. )
STERLING COUNTY
1970-316. Jurisdiction of Sterling County Inereased.

CROSBY AND FISHER COUNTIES
1970-817. Crosby and Fisher County Courts, Civil Juris-
diction Increased.
GILLESPIE COUNTY

1970-318.  Gillespie County Court; Probate Jurisdiction
Conferred; Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction
Diminished.

Civil and Criminal Jurisdiction Restored.

KENDALL COUNTY
1970-819. County Court of Kendall County; Civil and
Criminal Jurisdiction.
GLASSCOCK COUNTY
1970-320. Glasscock County Court; Civil and Criminal
Jurisdiction Diminished.
STEPHENS COUNTY

1970-321. Stephens County Court; Civil and Criminal
Jurisdiction Diminished.

1970-318a.

MARION COUNTY

1970-322.  County Court of Marion County; Jurisdiction
in Criminal Matters; Fee of County Judge.

1970-322a. County Court of Marion County; Concurrent
Jurisdiction of Certain Criminal Matters.

PANOLA COUNTY

1970-323.  Repealed.

1970-323a. Panola County Court; Panola District Court;
Jurisdiction; Transfer of Dockets.

1970-323b. County Court at Law of Panola County.



COURTS—COUNTY

TRAVIS COUNTY

Art.

1970-324. County Court at Law No. 1 of Travis Coun-
ty.

1970-324a.  County Court at Law No. 2 of Travis Coun-
ty.

1970-324a.1. County Court at Law No. 8 of Travis Coun-
ty.

1970-324a.2. County Court at Law No. 4 of Travis Coun-
ty.

1970-324b.  Exchange of Benches of County Courts at
Law of Travis County.

1970-324c.  Practice of Law by Judges of County
Courts at Law of Travis County.

1970-324d.  Eminent Domain Cases in Travis County.

OFFICIAL INTERPRETERS
1970-325. Official Interpreters for County Courts at

Law.

NAVARRO COUNTY

County Court of Navarro County; Jurisdiction.
Repealed.

1970-326.
1970-327.

MORRIS COUNTY

1970-328. County Court of Morris County; Jurisdiction.

POWERS
Judge of County Court at Law in Cointies
Under 500,000 May Act for County Judge in
Certain Cases.

TITUS COUNTY

1970-330.  Repealed.
1970-330a. Jurisdiction of Titus County Court and Dis-
trict Courts.

FRANKLIN COUNTY
1970-331 to 331b. Repealed.
1970-331c. County Court and District Courts of Franklin
County; Jurisdiction and Related Matters.

GRAYSON COUNTY

Grayson County; County Court at Law; Jur-
isdiction; Terms; Judge; Prosecutor;
Writs; Clerk and Court Reporter.

County Court at Law No. 2 of Grayson Coun-
ty. .

1970-329.

1970-332.

1970-332a.

HILL COUNTY

Hill County; Jurisdiction; Clerk’s Duties;
Shorthand Reporter; County Attorney’s
Duties.

1970-333a. Jurisdiction Restored; Jurisdiction of District

Court.

1970-333.

KENT COUNTY
1970-334. Kent County; Concurrent Jurisdiction of Coun-
ty Court with Justices’ Courts.
JOHNSON COUNTY
1970-335. Johnson County; Jurisdiction of County Court
Diminished; Jurisdiction of District Court.
COUNTIES OF 225,000 INHABITANTS

1970-336. Salary of Judge in Counties Having Only One
County Court at Law.
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BLANCO COUNTY

Art.
1970-337. Jurisdiction Extended; Civil and Criminal;
Concurrent with Justices Court.

ELLIS COUNTY

1970-338.  Repealed.
1970-338A. Original and Appellate Jurisdiction in Misde-
meanor Cases. ‘
1970-338B. Jurisdiction of Courts; Transfer of Cases;
Judgments.
1970-338C. County Court at Law of Ellis County.
NUECES COUNTY
1970-339.  County Court at Law No. 1 of Nueces Coun-
ty.
1970-339A. County Court at Law No. 2 of Nueces Coun-
ty. .
1970-339B. County Courts at Law Nos. 1 and 2 of Nuec-
es County; Eminent Domain Jurisdietion
Concurrent with County Court.
1970-339C. County Court at Law No. 8 of Nueces Coun-
ty.
1970-339D. County Court at Law No. 4 of Nueces Coun-
ty.
LUBBOCK COUNTY
1970-340.  County Court at Law No. 1 of Lubbock Coun-
ty.
1970-340.1 County Court at Law No. 2 of Lubbock Coun-
ty.
HIDALGO COUNTY
1970-341.  County Court at Law of Hidalgo County.
1970-341a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Hidalgo Coun-
ty.
1970-341b. County Court at Law No. 8 of Hidalgo Coun-
ty.
GALVESTON COUNTY
1970-342.  Probate and County Court of Galveston Coun-
ty.
1970-342a. County Court No. 1 of Galveston County.
1970-342b. County Court No. 2 of Galveston County.
TAYLOR COUNTY
1970-343. County Court at Law of Taylor County.
1970-343a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Taylor County.
HUNT COUNTY
1970-344. Expired.
TARRANT COUNTY
1970-345.  Probate Court No. 1 of Tarrant County.
1970-345a. Probate Court No. 2 of Tarrant County.
ECTOR COUNTY
1970-346.  County Court at Law of Ector County.
1970-346a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Ector County.
NOLAN COUNTY
1970-347. County Court at Law of Nolan County.
SMITH COUNTY
1970-348.  County Court at Law of Smith County.
County Court at Law No. 2 of Smith County.

1970-348a.
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ORANGE COUNTY
Art.
1970-349. County Court at Law of Orange County.

1970-349A. County Court at Law of Orange County;
Jurisdiction Concurrent with District and
County Courts.

BELL COUNTY

1970-350.  County Court at Law No. 1 of Bell County.
1970-350a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Bell County.
GUADALUPE COUNTY
1970-351. County Court at Law .of Guadalupe County.
DENTON COUNTY

1970-352. County Court at Law of Denton County.
1970-352a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Denton Coun-
ty.
PARKER COUNTY
1970-353. Parker County; Jurisdiction of County Court.
HUNT COUNTY
1970-354. County Court at Law of Hunt County.
ANGELINA COUNTY
1970-355. County Court at Law of Angelina County.
VICTORIA COUNTY
1970-356. County Court at Law of Victoria County.
1970-356a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Victoria Coun-
ty.
‘ BRAZORIA COUNTY
1970-357. County Courts at Law Nos. 1 and 2 of Brazo-
ria County.
HAYS COUNTY
1970-358. County Court at Law of Hays County.
BRAZOS COUNTY -
1970-359. County Court at Law of Brazos County.
WEBB COUNTY
1970-360. County Court at Law of Webb County.
NACOGDOCHES COUNTY
1970-361. County Court at Law of Nacogdoches County.
COLLIN COUNTY
1970-362.  County Court at Law of Collin County.
1970-362a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Collin County.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY
1970-368. County Court at Law No. 1 of Montgomery
County.
1970-363a. County Court at Law No. 2 of Montgomery
County.
1970-363b. County Court at Law No. 3 of Montgomery
County.

FORT BEND COUNTY
1970-364. County Court at Law of Fort Bend County.

HOUSTON COUNTY
1970-365. County Court at Law of Houston County.

COURTS—COUNTY

Art.

1970--366.

1970-367.

1970-368.

1970-369.

1970-370.

1970-371.

1970-372.

1970-373.

1970-374.

1970-375.

1970-376.

1970-377.

1970-378.

1970-379.

1970-380.

1970-381.

1970-382.

1970-383.

1970-384,

1970-385.

HENDERSON COUNTY

County Court at Law of Henderson County.

WALKER COUNTY
County Court at Law of Walker County.

COMAL COUNTY
County Court at Law of Comal County.

TOM GREEN COUNTY
County Court at Law of Tom Green County.

MIDLAND COUNTY
County Court at Law of Midland County.

RANDALL COUNTY
County Court at Law of Randall County.

REEVES COUNTY
County Court at Law of Reeves County.

VAL VERDE COUNTY
County Court at Law of Val Verde County.

WISE COUNTY
County Court at Law of Wise County.

GREGG COUNTY
County Court at Law of Gregg County.

MEDINA COUNTY
County Court at Law of Medina County.

ANDERSON COUNTY
County Court at Law of Anderson County.

CALDWELL COUNTY
County Court at Law of Caldwell County.

LIBERTY COUNTY-
County Court at Law of Liberty County.

WILLIAMSON COUNTY
County Court at Law of Williamson County.

WALLER COUNTY
County Court at Law of Waller County.

KLEBERG COUNTY
County Court at Law of Kleberg County.

RUSK COUNTY
County Court at Law of Rusk County.

CHEROKEE COUNTY
County Court at Law of Cherokee County.

CALHOUN COUNTY

County Court at Law No. 1 of Calhoun Coun-
ty.



Art. 1965

JURISDICTION OF PROBATE COURTS

Art.

1970a-1. Probate Courts Specially Created; Jurisdiction
as to Mentally Ill, Mentally Retarded and
Persons Afflicted with Tuberculosis.

MISCELLANEQUS PROVISIONS
Art. 1965. Minutes

The Minutes of the proceedings of each preceding
day of the session shall be read in open court on the
morning of the succeeding day, except on the last
day of the session, on which day they shall be read,
and if necessary be corrected, and signed in open
Court by the County Judge. Each Special Judge
shall sign the Minutes of such proceedings as were
had before him; provided the Probate Minutes of
said Court shall be approved and signed by the
presiding Judge on the first day of each month,
except, however, that if thefirst day of the month
falls on a Sunday, then such approval shall be
entered on the preceding day.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., 1st
C.S., p. 107, ch. 48, § 8; Acts 1939, 46th Leg., p. 188, § 1]

Art. 1966. Seal of the Court

Each county court shall be provided with a seal,
having engraved thereon a star of five points in the
center, and the words, “County Court of ........ Coun-
ty, Texas,” the impress of which shall be attached
to all process, except subpoenas, igsued out of such
court, and shall be used to authenticate the official
acts of the clerk and of the county judge.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1967. Repealed by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., 1st
C.S, p. 107, ch. 48, § 4

Art. 1968. When Case is Transferred

Whenever a cause shall be transferred from the
county court to the district court, the clerk shall
immediately make out a transeript of all the pro-
ceedings had in said cause in the county court, and
shall transmit the same, duly certified as such,
together with a bill of the costs which have accrued
in said court, and all the original papers in the
cause, to the clerk of the district court.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1969. Jurisdiction Taken Away

Each clerk of the eounty court where the civil and
criminal jurisdiction, or either, of the county courts
has been transferred to the district court, shall
make out a certified copy of all judgments remain-
ing unsatisfied, which have been rendered in civil or
criminal cases in the county court, and transmit the
same to the clerk of the district court of their
respective counties.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

COURTS—COUNTY
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Art. 1969a-1. Exchange of Judges in County
Courts at Law and County Criminal
Courts in Counties of Over 300,000
Population

In any county in this State having a population in
excess of three hundred thousand (300,000), accord-
ing to the last preceding Federal Census, and in
which there may be now, or at any future time, one
or more county courts at law and one or more
county criminal courts, the judges of such county
criminal courts and such county courts at law may
hold court for or with one another; to the extent
necessary to enable the judge of any such county
criminal court to hold court for or with the judge of
any such county court at law, the same civil jurisdic-
tion is hereby conferred on such county criminal
court as now exists or may hereafter be conferred
upon the county courts at law under the Constitu-
tion and laws of this State.

[Acts 1939, 46th Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 618, § 1.]

Art. 1969a-2. Judges of County Courts at Law
Authorized to Act for County Judge

Sec. 1. The Judge of any County Court at Law
in any county having a population of less than seven
hundred thousand (700,000) inhabitants, according
to the last preceding or any future Federal Census,
may act for the County Judge of the county in any
juvenile, lunacy, probate and condemnation proceed-
ing or matter and also may perform for the County
Judge any and all other ministerial acts required by
the laws of this State of the County Judge, during
the absence, inability or failure of the County Judge
for any reason to perform such duties; and any and
all such acts thus performed by the Judge of the
County Court at Law, while acting for the County
Judge, shall be valid and binding upon all parties to
such proceedings or matters the same as if per-
formed by the County Judge. Provided that the
powers thus given the Judges of the County Courts
at Law of this State shall extend to and include all
powers of the County Judge except his powers and
duties in connection with the transaction of the
business of the County, as presiding officer of the
Commissioners Court and as the budget officer for
the Commissioners Court.

Sec. 2. The absence, inability or failure of the
County Judge to perform any of the duties herein-
above set forth shall be certified by the County
Judge or the Commissioners Court to the Judge of
any such County Court at Law, and when such
certification is for the purpose of conferring powers
to do some judicial act, such certificate shall be
spread upon the minutes of the appropriate Court.

Sec. 3. Notwithstanding the additional powers
and duties conferred upon the Judges of the County
Courts at Law of this State no additional compensa-
tion or salary shall be paid to them, but the compen-
sation or salary of such Judges of the County
Courts at Law shall remain the same as now, or as

:| may be hereafter fixed by law.
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Sec. 4. It is not intended by this Act to repeal
any law providing for the election and/or appoint-
ment of a special County Judge, but this Act shall
be cumulative of, and in addition to such law or
laws.

Sec. 5. If any part, section, subsection, para-
graph, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Act
shall be held by the Courts to be unconstitutional or
invalid, such holding shall not in any manner affect
the validity of the remaining portions of this Act.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 601, ch. 355. Amended by Acts
1961, 57th Leg., p. 494, ch. 236, § 1.]

Art. 1969a-3. County Judges, Acting for Judge of
County Court at Law

Sec. 1. The County Judge of any county in this
State having a population of five hundred thousand
(500,000) inhabitants or more, according to the last
preceding or any future Federal Census, if such
County Judge is a duly licensed attorney at law,
may act for the judge of any County Court at Law
of such counties in any case, civil or criminal, and
also in any matter and proceeding of which such
County Court at Law may now or hereafter have

jurisdiction, during the absence or inability of the

Judge of the County Court at Law to perform such
duties.

Sec. 2. The absence or inability of the Judge of
the County Court at Law to perform any of the
duties set forth in Section 1 shall be certified by the
Judge of the County Court at Law or the Commis-
sioners Court to the County Judge and when such
certification is for the purpose of conferring powers
to perform some judicial act, such certificate shall
be spread on the minutes of the appropriate court.

Sec. 8. That any act performed pursuant to this
Act by the County Judge for the Judge of the
County Court at Law shall be valid and binding
upon all parties to such proceeding and matters the
same as if performed by the Judge of the County
Court at Law.

Sec. 4. Notwithstanding the additional duties
herein conferred upon the County Judge, he shall
not be entitled to, nor shall he receive, any addition-
al compensation for performing such additional
duties and services and his compensation shall re-
main the same as now or may hereafter be set by
law. :

Sec. 5. It is not intended by this Act to repeal
any law providing for the election or appointment of
a special judge of any County Court at Law, and
this Act shall be cumulative of and in addition to
such law.

[Acts 1955, 54th leg., p. 520, ch. 156.]

Section 6 of Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 520, ch. 156 was a separabil-
ity clause.

COURTS—COUNTY

Art. 1969b

Art. 1969b. Assignment of Judges of Statutory
Probate Courts

Application

Sec. 1. This Act applies to the assignment of a
judge of a statutory probate court.

Definition

Sec. 2.. “Statutory probate court” has the mean-
ing given that term by Section 3, Texas Probate
Code.

Presiding Judge of Statutory Probate Courts

Sec. 3. The judges of the statutory probate
courts shall eleet from their number a presiding
judge of the statutory probate courts.

Term

See. 4. The presiding judge serves for a term of
four years from the date of qualification as the
presiding judge.

Facilities

Sec. 5. The commissioners court of the county in
which the presiding judge resides shall provide ade-
quate quarters in the county courthouse for the
operations of the presiding judge and for the preser-
vation of records related to the presiding judge’s
office.

Assistant Presiding Judge

See. 6. The presiding judge shall appoint an as-
sistant presiding judge of statutory probate courts.
The assistant presiding judge may assign probate
judges as provided by this Act and perform the
duties of the office of presiding judge:

(1) on the death or resignation of the residing
judge and until a successor presiding judge is elect-
ed;

(2) when the presiding judge is unable to perform
the duties of the office for a period of time because
of absence, disabling illness, or other incapacity;
and

(3) in a particular matter if the presiding judge A
disqualifies himself from performing the duties of
presiding judge in that matter.

Assignment of Judges

Sec. 7. Judges may be assigned in the manner
provided by this Act to hold court in a constitutional
county court, statutory probate court, county court
at law exercising probate jurisdiction, or any statu-
tory court exercising probate jurisdiction when:

(1) the regular judge requests assignment of an-
other judge to his court;

(2) the regular judge is absent or is disabled or
disqualified for any cause;
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(3) the regular judge is present or is trying cases
as authorized by the constitution and laws of this
state; or

(4) the office of the regular judge is vacant by
reason of death, resignation, or other cause.

Judges Subject to Assignment

Sec. 8. A judge or retired judge of a statutory
probate court may be assigned as provided by this
Act by the presiding judge.

Meetings

See. 9. (a) The presiding judge shall call and
preside over an annual meeting of the judges of the
statutory probate courts on a date and at a time and
place in this state designated by the presiding
judge.

(b) The presiding judge of the statutory probate
courts may call and convene additional meetings of
the judges of the statutory probate courts that he
considers necessary for the promotion of the orderly
and efficient administration of justice.

(c) At the meeting, the judges shall:

(1) study the statistics reflecting the condition of
the dockets of the probate courts of the state to
determine the need for the assignment of judges
under this Act; and

(2) compare the local rules of court to achieve the
uniformity of rules that is practical and consistent
with local conditions.

(d) The expenses of a judge attending these meet-
ings shall be paid as provided by Section 13 of this
Act.

Jurisdiction, Powers, and Duties of Assigned Judge

Sec. 10. A judge assigned as provided by this
Act has the jurisdiction, powers, and duties given by
Sections 5 and 5A, Texas Probate Code, to the
regular judge of the court to which he is assigned.

Compensation and Expenses

Sec. 11. (a) Except as provided by this Act, the
salary, compensation, and expenses of a judge while
assigned under this Act shall be paid in accordance
with state law.

(b) The daily compensation of a retired judge for
purposes of this Act shall be set at an amount equal
to Yaesth of the annual salary of a judge of a
statutory probate court in the county in which the
assigned judge served immediately preceding his
retirement.

(c) While assigned under this Act, a judge shall
receive reasonable and necessary expenses for trav-
el, lodging, and food. The assigned judge shall
furnish the presiding judge, for certification, an
accounting of those expenses with a statement of
the number of days the judge served.
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(d) The presiding judge shall certify to the county
judge in the county in which the assigned judge
served:

(1) the actual expenses approved under Subsec-
tion (c) of this Act; and

(2) a determination of the assigned judge’s sala-
ry.

(e) The county in which the assigned judge served
shall pay out of the general fund of the county:

(1) actual expenses certified under Subsection (c)
of this Act to the assigned judge; and

(2) the salary certified under Subsection (¢) of
this Act to the county in which the assigned judge
serves, or if the assigned judge is retired, to the
assigned judge.

Per Diem

Sec. 12. In addition to all compensation and ex-
penses authorized by this Act and other law, a
judge who is assigned to a court outside the county
of the judge’s residence is entitled to receive $25 for
each day or fraction of a day served. The county in
which the judge served shall pay the compensation
from the general fund of the county on certification
of the presiding judge of the statutory probate
courts.

Expenses at Meetings

Sec. 13. When required to attend an annual or
special meeting prescribed by this Act, a judge, in
addition to all other compensation allowed by law,
shall receive his actual and necessary travel ex-
penses going to and returning from the place of the
meeting and his actual and necessary expenses
while attending the meeting. On certification by
the presiding judge, the judge’s county of residence
shall pay the expenses from the general fund of the
county.

Effective Date

Sec. 14. This Act becomes effective only if a
constitutional amendment authorizing the legisla-
ture to enact laws providing for assignment of
judges of statutory courts to other statutory county
courts with probate jurisdiction and to county
courts is proposed by the 68th Legislature and
adopted by the voters. This Act is effective on the
date the amendment becomes a part of the Texas
Constitution.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4603, ch. 781.]

Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 6719, H.J.R. No. 70, proposing the
addition of Const. Art. 5, § 16a, which authorized the legislature to
provide by law for a system for judges of statutory probate courts
with probate jurisdiction to held court in any county for any other
statutory court judge with probate jurisdiction or for a judge of
constitutional county court was approved by the voters at an
election held November 8, 1983,

Art. 1970. County Courts at Law

All county courts at law and all similar courts by
whatever name known, which now exist, shall be
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continued in foree, together with their organization,
jurisdiction, duties, powers, procedure and emolu-
ments that now exist by law, until otherwise
changed by law.

[Acts 1925, S.B. 84.]

Art. 1970a. Amount in Controversy

All county courts at law, county civil courts, and
other statutory courts exercising civil jurisdiction
corresponding to the constitutional jurisdiction of
the county court in civil cases shall have jurisdiction
concurrent with that of the district court when the
matter in controversy shall exceed in value Five
Hundred Dollars ($500) and shall not exceed Five
Thousand Dollars ($5,000) exclusive of interest.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 2814, ch. 915, § 1, eff. June 15,
1971.]

ACTS CREATING COUNTY COURTS AT LAW
AND SIMILAR COURTS, AND AFFECTING
PARTICULAR COUNTY COURTS, AND DE-
CISIONS THEREUNDER

DALLAS COUNTY
Art. 1970-1.

There is hereby created a court to be held in
Dallas county, to be called the “County Court of
Dallas County, at Law.” !

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 1.]

1Name of County Court of Dallas County at Law changed to
“County Court of Dallas County, at Law No. 1,” see art. 1970-2.

Creation

Art. 1970-2. Name of County Court of Dallas
County at Law Changed

The County Court of Dallas County at Law shall
hereafter be known and designated as the County
Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1. The judge
and all officers of the County Court of Dallas
County at Law shall continue as such respective
officers of the County Court of Dallas County at
Law No. 1, and ali of the jurisdiction and powers of
the County Court of Dallas County at Law and of
the judges thereof, shall be preserved and continued
as the County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
No change in the organization of the County Court
of Dallas County at Law is effected hereby except
the change of name, nor shall this section in any
way effect! any case pending in said court. All
process issued out of the County Court of Dallas
County at Law before this Act takes effect, and all
bonds executed and recognizances entered of record
in said court shall bind the parties for their appear-
ance or to fulfil the obligation of such bonds and
recognizances in the County Court of Dallas County
at Law and the acts of the judge thereof, shall be as
valid and binding as before this Act takes effect,
and remain unaffected thereby. All pleadings, pro-
cess, writs, bonds and recognizances in the County
Court of Dallas County at Law may be amended at
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any time under the direction of the judge, to con-
form to this change in name.

[Acts 1928, 38th Leg., ch. 24, § 1.]
180 in enrolled bill. Should probably read “affect”.

Art. 1970-3. Jurisdiction of Said Court

The County Court of Dallas County at Law ! shall
have original and concurrent jurisdiction with the
County Court of Dallas County in all matters and
causes, civil and criminal, original and appellate,
over which, by the general laws of the State, county
courts have jurisdiction, except as provided in Sec-
tion 3 of this Act;2 but this provision shall not
affect jurisdiction of the commissioners court, or of
the county judge of Dallas county as the presiding
officer of such commissioners court, as to roads,
bridges, and public highways, and matters of emi-
nent domain which are now within the jurisdiction
of the commissioners court or the judge thereof.
[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 2; Acts 1917, ch. 115, § 1]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.

See article 1970--2,
2 Article 1970-4.

Art. 1970-4. Jurisdiction Retained by
Court of Dallas County

The County Court of Dallas County shall retain,
as heretofore, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and common drunkards, grant letters testamentary
and of administration, settle accounts of executors,
administrators and guardians; transact all business
appertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots,
lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and common
drunkards, including the settlement, partition and
distribution of estates of deceased persons; and to
apprentice minors as provided by law; and the said
court, or the judge thereof, shall have the power to
issue writs of injunction, mandamus, and all writs
necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of
said court; and also to punish contempts under such
provisions as are or may be provided by general law
governing county courts throughout the State. The
county judge of Dallas county shall be the judge of
the County Court of Dallas County. All ex officio
duties of the county judge shall be exercised by the
said judge of the County Court of Dallas County
except in so far as the same shall, by this Act, be
committed to the judge of the County Court of
Dallas County, at Law.!

{Acts 1907, p. 115, § 3; Acts 1917, ch. 115, § 2.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

County

Art. 1970-5. Terms of County Court of Dallas
County, at Law; Practice, etc.

The terms ! of the county court of Dallas county,
at law,? and the practice therein, and appeals and
writs of error therefrom, shall be as prescribed by
laws relating to county courts. The terms of the
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county court of Dallas county, at law, shall be held
as now established for the terms of the county court
of Dallas county, until the same may be changed in
accordance with the law.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 4.]

1Terms of court. See article 1970-28,

2 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970-6. Judge to be Elected, When, etc,;
Qualifications; Term

There shall be elected in said county, by the
qualified voters thereof, at each general election, a
judge of the county court of Dallas county, at law,’
who shall be well informed in the laws of the State,
who shall hold his office for two years, and until his
successor shall have duly qualified.

[Aects 1907, p. 115, § 5.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970-7. Bond and QOath of Judge

The judge of the county court of Dallas county, at
law,! shall execute a bond 2 and take the oath of
office as required by the law relating to county
judges.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 6.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

2 Provision for bond superseded by article 1970-30.

Art. 1970-8. Special Judge Elected or Appointed,
. How

A special judge of the county court of Dallas
county, at law,! may be appointed or elected as
provided by laws relating to county courts and to
the judges thereof.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 7.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2,

Art. 1970-9. May Issue Writs

The county court of Dallas county, at law,! or the
judges thereof, shall have power to issue writs of
injunction, mandamus, sequestration, attachment,
garnishment, certiorari and supersedeas, and all
writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdic-
tion of said court, and to issue writs of habeas
corpus in cases where the offense charged is within
the jurisdiction of said court, or of any other court
or tribunal inferior to said court.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 8.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970-10. Clerk of; Seal; Sheriff to Attend
When, etc.

The county clerk of Dallas county shall be the
clerk of the county court of Dallas county, at law.!
The seal of the said court shall be the same as that
provided by law for county courts, except that the
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seal shall contain the words “County Court of Dal-
las County, at Law;” the sheriff of Dallas county
shall, in person or by deputy, attend the said court
when required by the judge thereof.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, & 9.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No, 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970~11. Appointment of Jury Commission-
ers; Selection, etc., of Juries

The jurisdiction and authority now vested by law
in the county court for the appointment of jury
commissioners and the selection and service of jur-
ors, shall be exercised by the county court of Dallas
county, at law.!

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 10.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law Ne. 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970-12. Vacancy in Office of Judge, How
Filled

Any vacancy in the office of the judge of the
county court of Dallas county, at law,! may be filled
by the commissioners’ court of Dallas county until
the next general election.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 11.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2,

Art. 1970-13. Fees and Salary of Judge

The judge of the county court of Dallas county, at
law,! shall collect the same fees as are now estab-
lished by law relating to county judges, all of which
shall be by him paid monthly into the county trea-
sury, and he shall receive an annual salary of three
thousand dollars per annum,? payable monthly, to
be paid out of the county treasury by the commis-
sioners’ court.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 12]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.

See article 1970-2.

2 Now $5,000. See article 1970-31. See, also, article 1970-30,
relative to fees.

Art. 1970-14. Salary of County Judge of Dallas
County

The county judge of Dallas county shall hereafter
receive from the county treasury, in addition to the
fees allowed him by law, such a salary, for the
ex-officio duties of his office, as may be allowed him
by the commissioners’ court, not less than twelve
hundred dollars per year.

[Acts 1907, p. 115, § 13.]
Art. 1970-15. County Court of Dallas County, at
Law, No. 2, Created

There is hereby created a court to be held in
Dallas county, Texas, to be known and designated
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as the “County Court of Dallas County, at Law, No.
2‘}!

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 1.]

Art. 1970-16. Jurisdiction

The County Court of Dallas County at Law, No.
2, shall have exclusive concurrent civil and criminal
jurisdiction of all cases, original and appellate, over
which by the laws of the State of Texas, the exist-
ing County Court of Dallas County at Law,! of
Dallas county, Texas, would have original and ap-
pellate jurisdiction; provided all civil and criminal
cases appealed from the several justice’s courts of
Dallas county shall be by the county clerk, filed in
the County Court of Dallas County, at Law, and the
County Court of Dallas County, at Law, No. 2,
alternately as said appealed cases are received by
said clerk from the several justices of the peace in
said county, except in cases wherein the judge of
either of said courts, at law, has granted the writ of
certiorari, in which case the same shall be docketed
in the court so granting said writ, and shall not be
transferred from said court.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 2.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970-17. Courts How Designated; Transfer
of Cases

The County Court of Dallas County at Law ! shall
be known and designated as the “A” Court and the
County Court of Dallas County at Law, No. 2, shall
be known and designated as the “B” Court. The
county clerk shall number consecutively all cases
filed in said courts, affixing immediately following
the number of all cases falling in the County Court
of Dallas County, at Law, the letter “A,” and imme-
diately following the number of all cases falling in
the County Court of Dallas County, at Law, No. 2,
the letter “B,” and he shall make up the trial docket
of each of said courts with respect to said numbers.
The judge of either of said courts shall have the
power to transfer to the other court any case pend-
ing upon the docket of his court, except in cases
where the writ of certiorari has been granted; pro-
vided there shall never be transferred from the

docket of one of said courts to that of the other a -

sufficient number of cases to reduce the number of
cases on the docket of the court from which said
case was transferred to a less number than the
number of cases pending upon the docket of the
court to which the same is transferred, without the
consent of the judge to which said case is transfer-
red. It shall be the duty of the judge to whose
court said case is transferred to receive and try the
case, and he shall not have the power to retransfer
the same back to the court from which it came
except he be disqualified to try the same, in which
case it shall be his duty to retransfer the said case.
[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 3.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.
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Art. 1970-18. Jurisdiction of Other
Courts

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as in
anywise altering or changing the present jurisdic-
tion provided by law of the County Court of Dallas
County, at Law,! nor of the County Court of Dallas
County, except that the jurisdiction of the County
Court of Dallas County at Law, is hereby made
concurrent with the jurisdiction of the County Court
of Dallas County, at Law, No. 2, as relates to the
civil and criminal jurisdiction of said County Court
of Dallas County at Law, as prescribed by the laws
of the State of Texas.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 4.]

I Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970-19. Power to Issue Writs

The said County Court of Dallas County, at Law,
No. 2, or the judge thereof, shall have the power to
issue writs of injunction, sequestration, attachment,
garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas, and all other
writs and process necessary to the enforcement of
its jurisdiction; and also power to punish for con-
tempts under such provisions as are or may be
provided by the general laws governing county
courts throughout the State.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 5.]

Art, 1970-20. Terms of Court

The terms ! of the County Court of Dallas Coun-
ty, at Law, No. 2, and the practice therein and
appeals and writs of error therefrom, shall be as
prescribed by the law relating to the county courts.
The terms ! of the County Court of Dallas County,
at Law, No. 2, shall be held five times each year on
the second Monday in January, March, May, Sep-
tember and November, and each term of said court
shall extend over a period of two months; provided,
further there shall be a term of said court convened
by the judge thereof not later than two weeks after
he has qualified as such, as provided by law, and
such term when so convened, shall continue until
the beginning of the ensuing term, as provided
herein.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 6.]
1 As to terms of court, see article 1970-28.

Art. 1970-21. Judge; Qualifications; Salary

There shall be elected in said county by the duly
qualified voters thereof at each general election a
judge of the County Court of Dallas County, at
Law, No. 2, who shall be a licensed attorney in this
State, well informed in the laws of the State, who
shall have resided in, and been actively engaged in
the practice of law in Dallas county for a period of
not less than four years prior to such general elec-
tion, who shall hold his office for two years and
until his successor shall be duly qualified. The
judge of said court shall receive a salary of three
thousand ($3,000.00) dollars per annum,! payable

County
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monthly out of the county treasury by the commis-
sioners’ court.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 7.]
1 Now $5,000. See article 1970-31.

Art. 1970-22,

A special judge of the County Court of Dallas
County, at Law, No. 2, may be appointed or elected
as provided for by the laws relating to county
courts and the judges thereof.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § &.]

Special Judge

Art. 1970-23. Jurors

The jurisdiction and authority now vested by law
in the county court for the appointment of jury
commissioners and the selection and service of jur-
ors shall be exercised by the County Court of Dallas
County, at Law, No. 2.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 9.]

Art. 1970-24. Vacancy

Any vacancy in the office of the County Court of
Dallas County, at Law, No. 2, shall be filled by the
commissioners’ court of Dallas county until the next
regular election.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 10.]

Art. 1970-25. Transfer of Cases

It shall be the duty of the judge of the County
Court of Dallas County, at Law,! to immediately
transfer from the docket of the County Court of
Dallas County, at Law, to the docket of the County
Court of Dallas County, at Law, No. 2, one-half of
the civil cases pending upon said docket, which shall
be done by beginning with the oldest case pending
upon the docket of his court and transferring every
second case without reference to whether any par-
ticular case be pending upon the jury or non-jury
docket of said court.

[Acts 1917, ch. 101, § 12.]

1 Name changed to County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1.
See article 1970-2.

Art. 1970-26. Qualifications of Judges

The judge of the County Court of Dallas County
at Law No. 1 and the judge of the County Court of
Dallas County at Law No. 2, shall each be a licensed
attorney, well informed in the law, who shall have
resided in and been actively engaged in the practice
of law in Dallas County, or been judge of a court
therein, for a period of at least four years prior to
the general election at which he is elected.

[Acts 1923, 38th Leg., ch. 24, §-2.]
Art. 1970-27. Holding Court For or With Other
Judge

The judge of the County Court of Dallas County
at Law No. 1, and the judge of the County Court of
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Dallas County at Law No. 2, may hold court for or
with one another.

[Acts 1923, 38th Leg., ch. 24, § 3.]

Art, 1970-28. Terms of Court

The terms of the County Court of Dallas County
at Law No. 1, shall be held six times each year, on
the first Monday in January, March, May, July,
September and November and each term shall con-
tinue to the commencement of the following term.
The terms of the County Court of Dallas County at
Law No. 2, shall be held six times each year on the
first Monday in February, April, June, August, Oc-
tober and December, and each term shall continue
to the commencement of the following term.

[Acts 1923, 38th Leg., ch. 24, 8 4]

Art. 1970-29. Current Term of County Court at
Law No. 2; Effect of Change of
Terms

The term of the County Court of Dallas County at
Law No. 2, current at the time of the taking effect
of this Act, shall continue until the commencement
of the following term as fixed by this Act. All
process issued out of said court before this Act
takes effect is hereby made returnable to the terms
of this court as fixed by this Act. All bonds hereto-
fore executed and recognizances entered of record
in said court shall bind the parties for their appear-
ance or to fulfil the obligation of such bonds and
recognizances at the terms of the said court as fixed
by this Act. All process heretofore returned, as
well as all bonds, and recognizances heretofore tak-
en in this court, and all judgments, writs and de-
crees thereof, shall be as valid as if no change had
been made in the time of the holdings of this court.

[Acts 1923, 38th Leg., ch. 24, § 5.]

Art. 1970-30. Oath of Office; Bond; Fees

The judge of the County Court of Dallas ! at Law
No. 1, and the judge of the County Court of Dallas
County at Law No. 2, shall each take the oath of
office prescribed by the law relating to county
judges, but no bond shall be required of them.
They shall be enabled to collect the same fees as are
stipulated by law relating to county judges, all of
which shall be collected by the county clerk of
Dallas County, paid by him monthly into the county
treasury of Dallas County, in accordance with the
orders of the commissioners’ court.

[Acts 1923, 38th Leg., ch. 24, § 6.]

1 8o in enrolled bill. Word “County” should probably be insert-
ed.

Art. 1970-31. Salaries of Judges
Courts at Law

The Judge of the County Court of Dallas County
at Law No. 1 and the Judge of the County Court of
Dallas County at Law No. 2 shall each receive a
salary of Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) per an-
num, payable monthly, out of the Treasury of Dal-

of County
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las County, under the orders of the Commissioners’
Court and said Judges shall devote their entire time
to the duties of their offices, and shall not engage in
the practice of law while in office.

[Acts 1923, 38th Leg., ch. 176, § 1. Amended by Acts
1929, 41st leg., 1st C.S., p. 60, ch. 26, § 1.]

Art. 1970-31.1. County Courts of Dallas County
at Law Nos. 3 and 4

Sec. 1. There are hereby created two (2) County
Courts to be held in Dallas County, Texas, to be
known as and designated as “County Court of Dal-
las County at Law Number 3” and “County Court
of Dallas County at Law Number 4,” and the seal of
said Courts shall be the same as provided by law for
County Courts except the seal shall contain the
words “County Court of Dallas County at Law
Number 3” and “County Court of Dallas County at
Law Number 4.”

Sec. 2. The Courts hereby created shall have
exclusive, concurrent civil jurisdiction of all cases,
original and appellate, over which by the laws of the
State of Texas the existing County Court of Dallas
County at Law Number 1 and County Court of
Dallas County at Law Number 2 have original and
appellate jurisdiction; in addition thereto, it is here-
by specifically provided that the County Court of
Dallas County at Law Number 1, the County Court
of Dallas County at Law Number 2, the County
Court of Dallas County at Law Number 3, and the
County Court of Dallas County at Law Number 4
shall have concurrent and coextensive and equal
jurisdiction over all civil, administrative and ministe-
rial acts and over the filing and disposition of all
proceedings in eminent domain matters; provided
that the Judge of any County Court at Law of
Dallas County may sit for the Judge of any other
County Court at Law of Dallas County when such
Judge is unavailable for the performing of any of
the administrative acts in connection with eminent
domain proceedings, but the performing of the same
shall not transfer the cause or proceedings from the
Court for which the act was performed; provided all
civil cases appealed from the several Justice Courts
of Dallas County shall be by the County Clerk filed
in the several County Courts of Dallas County at
Law consecutively as said appealed cases are re-
ceived by said Clerk from the several Justices of the
Peace in said County, except in cases wherein the
Judge of either of said County Courts at Law has
granted a writ of certiorari, in which case the same
shall be docketed in the Court so granting said writ
and shall not be transferred from said Court.

Sec. 3. The County Court of Dallas County at
Law Number 8 shall be known and designated as
the “C” Court and the County Court of Dallas
County at Law Number 4 shall be known and desig-
nated as the “D” Court. The County Clerk shall
number consecutively all cases filed in the County
Courts of Dallas County at Law affixing immediate-
ly following the number of all cases the letter A, B,
C or D, according to which County Court at Law of
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Dallas County said case is assigned, and each case
so filed shall be filed in rotation in each of the
County Courts of Dallas County at Law with the
letter designation being used to denote the Court in
which the case is filed. The Judge of either of said
County Courts of Dallas County at Law shall have
the power to transfer to any of the other of said
Courts any case pending upon the docket of said
Court except where a writ of certiorari has been
granted; provided that such cases so transferred
shall be for the purpose of equalizing the dockets of
each of said County Courts of Dallas County at Law
and each of the Judges of said Courts shall together
at least once a year, transfer cases from one to the
other in order to equalize said dockets.

Sec. 4. All of the County Courts of Dallas Coun-
ty at Law and the respective Judges thereof shall
have the power to issue writs of injunction, seques-
tration, attachment, garnishment, certiorari, super-
sedeas and all other writs and processes necessary
to the enforcement of their jurisdiction, and also
power to punish for contempt under such provisions
as are or may be provided by the General Laws
governing county courts throughout the State.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Court of Dallas
County at Law Number 3 shall be held six (6) times
each year on the first Monday in January, March,
May, July, September and November, and each term
shall continue until the business is disposed of. The
terms of the County Court of Dallas County at Law
Number 4 shall be held six (6) times each year on
the first Monday in February, April, June, August,
October and December, and each term shall contin-
ue until the business is disposed of.

Sec. 6. The Judge of the County Court of Dallas
County at Law Number 8 and the Judge of the
County Court of Dallas County at Law Number 4,
shall be a licensed attorney in this State and in-
formed in the laws of the State, who shall have
resided in and actively engaged in the practice of
law in Dallas County for a period of not less than
four (4) years prior to the general election, and such
Judge shall hold his office for four (4) years and
until his successor shall be duly qualified. The
Judges of said Courts shall receive the same salary
now provided by law or hereafter provided by law
to be paid to the Judges of other County Courts of
Dallas County at Law. As soon as possible after
the effective date of this Act, the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County shall appoint a Judge to
each of said Courts to function on the same date,
who shall hold office until January 1st following the
next general election or until his successor shall be
duly qualified. The successor shall hold office for a
period of four (4) years.

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the Judges of the
County Court of Dallas County at Law Number 1
and the County Court of Dallas County at Law
Number 2 to immediately transfer from their dock-
ets one half () of the civil cases pending upon said
dockets to the Courts hereby created, which shall be

\
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done by beginning with the oldest case pending
upon the docket of said Courts and transferring
every second case without reference to whether any
particular case be pending upon the jury or nonjury
docket of said Courts.

Sec. 8. In case of disqualification, an overcrowd-
ed docket, sickness or absence from the County of
any of the Judges of the County Courts of Dallas
County at Law Number 1, Number 2, Number 3 or
Number 4, any other Judge of said Courts may
exchange benches with said Judge, and when so
exchanging benches with any of the other Judges of
the County Courts at Law shall have all of the
power and jurisdiction of the Court and Judge for
whom he is sitting while so exchanging benches,
and may sign orders, judgments and decrees or
other process of any kind as “Judge Presiding”
when acting for such disqualified or absent Judge
upon request, or in an emergency without request,
or for any other good cause shown. This shall be in
addition to the provisions hereinabove made for
performing administrative matters for each other.

Sec. 9. Except as herein otherwise provided, all
laws applicable to County Court of Dallas County at
Law Number 1 and County Court of Dallas County
at Law Number 2 shall be applicable to County
Court of Dallas County at Law Number 3 and
County Court of Dallas County at Law Number 4.

[Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 720, ch. 263.]

Art. 1970-31.2. County Court of Dallas County
at Law No. 5

Sec. 1. On January 1, 1979, there is created a
county court to be held in Dallas County to be
known as “County Court of Dallas County at Law
No. 5.7 The seal of the court shall be the same as
provided by law for county courts, except the seal
shall contain the words “County Court of Dallas
County at Law No. 5.”

Sec. 2. The court hereby created shall have ex-
clusive, concurrent civil jurisdiction of all cases,
original and appellate, over which by the laws of the
State of Texas the existing County Courts of Dallas
County at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 have original and
appellate jurisdiction. In addition thereto, it is spe-
cifically provided that the County Courts of Dallas
County at Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, and 5 shall have
concurrent and coextensive and equal jurisdiction
over all civil, administrative, and ministerial acts
and over the filing and disposition of all proceedings
in eminent domain matters. The judge of any coun-
ty court at law of Dallas County may sit for the
judge of any other county court at law of Dallas
County when such judge is unavailable for the
performing of any of the administrative acts in
connection with eminent domain proceedings, but
the performing of the same shall not transfer the
cause or proceedings from the court for which the
act was performed. All civil cases appealed from
the several justice courts of Dallas County shall be
filed by the county clerk in the several county
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courts of Dallas County at law consecutively as the
appeal cases are received by the clerk from the
several justices of the peace in the county, except in
cases wherein the judge of any one of the county
courts at law has granted a writ of certiorari, in
which case the same shall be docketed in the court
so granting the writ and shall not be transferred
from that court.

Sec. 8. The County Court of Dallas County at
Law No. 5 shall be known as the “E” Court. The
county clerk shall number consecutively all cases
filed in the county courts of Dallas County at law
affixing immediately following the number of all
cases the letter A, B, C, D, or E, according to which
county court of Dallas County at law the case is
assigned, and each case so filed shall be filed in
rotation in each of the county courts of Dallas
County at law with the letter designation being
used to denote the court in which the case is filed.
The judge of any one of the county courts of Dallas
County at law shall have the power to transfer to
any of the other of those courts any case pending
on the docket of the court, except where a writ of
certiorari has been granted, provided that the cases
so transferred shall be for the purpose of equalizing
the dockets of each of the county courts of Dallas
County at law. Each of the judges of those courts
shall together at least once a year transfer cases
from one to another in order to equalize the dock-
ets.

Sec. 4. All of the county courts of Dallas Coun-
ty at law and the respective judges thereof shall
have the power to issue writs of injunction, seques-
tration, attachment, garnishment, certiorari, and su-
persedeas and all other writs and processes neces-
sary to the enforcement of their jurisdiction, and
also power to punish for contempt under such provi-
sions ag are or may be provided by the general laws
governing county courts throughout the state.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Court of Dallas
County at Law No. 5 shall be held six times each
year on the first Monday in January, March, May,
July, September, and November, and each term
shall continue until the business is disposed of.

Sec. 6. (a) The judge of the County Court of
Dallas County at Law No. 5 shall be a licensed
attorney in this state, informed in the laws of the
state, and shall have resided in and shall have been
actively engaged in the practice of law in Dallas
County for a period of not less than four years prior
to his election or appointment. The commissioners
court shall fix the salary of each of the judges of
the county courts of Dallas County at law at not
less than $1,000 less per annum than the total
annual salary, including supplements, received by
judges of the district courts in Dallas County, which
shall be paid in 12 equal monthly installments.

(b) At the general election in 1978 and every
fourth year thereafter, there shall be elected by the
qualified voters of Dallas County a judge of the
court created in this Act for regular terms of four
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years beginning on January 1, 1979, as provided in
Article V, Section 30, and Article XVI, Section 65, of
the Texas Constitution.

(¢) A vacancy in the office of judge shall be filled
by appointment by the Commissioners Court of Dal-
las County, and the appointee shall hold office until
the next general election and until his successor is
duly elected and has qualified.

Sec. 7. After this court is created, it shall be the
duty of the judges of the county courts of Dallas
County at law to transfer immediately from their
dockets a portion of the civil cases pending on their
dockets to the court hereby created, which shall be
done by beginning with the oldest case pending on
the docket of each court and transferring cases
without reference to whether any particular case is
pending on the jury or nonjury docket of that court.

Sec. 8. In case of disqualification, an overcrowd-
ed docket, sickness, or absence from the county of
any of the judges of the County Courts of Dallas
County at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, any other
judge of those courts may exchange benches with
that judge, and, when exchanging benches with any
of the other judges of the county courts at law,
shall have all of the power and jurisdiction of the
court and judge for whom he is sitting while ex-
changing benches and may sign orders, judgments,
and decrees or other process of any kind as “Judge
Presiding” when acting for a disqualified or absent
judge on request, or in an emergency without re-
quest, or for any other good cause shown. This
authority is in addition to the provisions herein-
above made for performing administrative matters
for each other.

Sec. 9. Except as otherwise provided in this Act,
all laws applicable to County Courts of Dallas Coun-
ty at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 shall be applicable to
County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 5.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1730, ch. 690, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.]

Art. 1970-31.10. County Criminal Court of Dal-
las County, Creation, Jurisdiction,
etc.

Sec. 1. There shall be created a court to be held
in Dallas County, Texas, to be known and designat-
ed as “The County Criminal Court of Dallas, Coun-
ty, Texas.”

Sec. 2.. The county criminal court of Dallas
County, Texas, shall have and same is hereby vest-
ed with concurrent jurisdiction within the said coun-
ty of all criminal matters and causes, original and
appellate that is now vested in the county courts
having jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases under
the Constitution and laws of Texas, except as pro-
vided in Section Three of this Act.

Sec. 8. The county court of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall retain as heretofore, its jurisdiction as a
juvenile court, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
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and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testamen-
tary and of administration, settle accounts of admin-
istrators, executors and guardians, transact all busi-
ness pertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots,
lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and common
drunkards, including the settlements, partition and
distribution of the estates of deceased persons; and
of apprenticing minors as provided by law. The
county judge of Dallas County shall be the judge of
the county court of Dallas County, Texas, and all
ex-officio duties of the county judge shall be exer-
cised by the said judge of the said county court,
except as in so far as the same shall, by this Act, be
committed to the judge of the county criminal court
of Dallas County, Texas; and except such as have
heretofore been conferred upon the judges of the
County Court at Law, Number One, and the County
Court at Law, Number Two, of Dallas County,
Texas.

Sec. 4. The county criminal court of Dallas

‘County, Texas, or the judge thereof shall have the

power of [to] issue writs of habeas corpus and grant
injunctions for the enforcement of the penal laws, in
cases where the offense charged is within the juris-
diction of said court or any court or tribunal inferior
to said court; and shall also have power to punish
for contempt under such provisions as are now or
may be provided by the General Law governing
county courts throughout the State.

Sec. 5. The terms of the county criminal court
of Dallas County, Texas, and the practice therein
and appeals therefrom shall be as prescribed by law
relating to the county courts. The terms of said
county criminal court shall be held not less than
four times each year and the commissioners’ court
of Dallas County, Texas, shall fix the time at which
said court shall hold its terms, until the same may
be changed according to law.

-Sec. 6. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the commis-
sioners’ court of Dallas County in accordance with
the law, a judge of the county criminal court hereby
created, who shall be well informed in the laws of
the State and who shall hold his office until the next
succeeding general election and until his successor
shall have duly qualified. The judge of said court
elected at any general election shall hold office for
two years and until his successor shall have duly
qualified; provided, that no person shall be eligible
for judge of said court unless he shall be a citizen of
the United States and of this State, who shall have
been a practicing lawyer of this State or a judge of
a court in said/State for four years next preceding
his appointment or election, and who shall have.
resided in the county of Dallas for two years next
preceding his appointment or election.

Sec. 7. The judge of the county court of Dallas
County, Texas, shall execute a bond and take the -
oath of office as required by the law relating to
county judges.
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Sec. 8. A special judge of the county criminal
court of Dallas County, Texas, may be appointed or
elected as provided by the laws relating to county
courts and the judges thereof.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall be the clerk of the county criminal court of
Dallas County, Texas, the seal of said court shall be
the same as provided for county courts except that
the seal shall contain the words “The county crimi-
nal court, Dallas County, Texas.” The sheriff of
Dallas County, Texas, shall in person or by deputy,
attend said court when required by the judge there-
of. The Judge of the County Criminal Court of
Dallas County shall have an administrative assist-
ant to aid him in the performance of his duties. The
salary of the administrative assistant shall be set by
the Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court of Dallas County, Texas, shall collect the
same fee provided by law for County Judges in
similar cases, all of which shall be paid by him
monthly into the County Treasury, and the Judge of
said Court shall receive a salary of Five Thousand
Dollars, ($5,000.00) annually, to be paid monthly out
of the County Treasury by the Commissioners’
Court; such Judge shall devote his entire time to
the duties of his office, and shall not engage in the
practice of the law while in office.

Sec. 11. The judge of the county criminal court
of Dallas County, Texas, may be removed from
office in the same manner, and for the same causes
as any other county judge may be removed under
the laws of this State.

Sec. 12. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the county criminal court
of Dallas County, Texas, shall appoint an official
shorthand reporter, who shall be well skilled in his
profession, shall be a sworn officer of the court and
who shall hold his office at the pleasure of the
court; the provisions of the general laws of Texas
relating to the appointment of stenographers for
the District Courts shall, and is hereby made to
apply in all its provisions, in so far as they are
applicable to the official shorthand reporter herein
authorized to be appointed, and said reporter shall
be entitled to the same fees and salary and shall
perform the same duties and shall take the same
oath as are in said laws provided for the stenogra-
phers of District Courts of this State, and also be
governed by any other laws covering the stenogra-
phers of the District Courts of this State; provided,
that the official shorthand reporter of said court
shall not be required to take testimony in cases
where neither party litigant nor the judge demands
it; but where the testimony is taken by said report-
er a fee of Three Dollars ($3.00) shall be taxed by
the clerk as costs in the case, the said Three Dollars
(33.00), when collected to be paid into the County
Treasury of Dallas County, Texas.
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Sec. 13. As soon as may be, after this Act takes
effect, the clerk of the County Court of Law Num-
ber One of Dallas County, Texas, and the County
Court at Law Number Two, shall transfer to the
docket of the County Criminal Court of Dallas
County, Texas, hereby created, all of the eriminal
cases then pending in the County Courts at Law
Number One and Number Two of Dallas County,
Texas. The clerk shall note such transfer when
made on the minutes of the County Courts at Law
Number One and Number Two of Dallas, County,
Texas.

[Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p. 36, ch. 25. Amended by Acts
1929, 41st Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 61, ch. 27; Aects 1975, 64th
Leg., p. 1348, ch. 507, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1970-31.11. County Criminal Court No. 2 of
Dallas County

Sec. 1. There shall be created a court to be held
in Dallas County, Texas, to be known and designat-
ed as “The County Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas
County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court No. 2 of Dal-
las County, Texas, shall have and same is hereby
vested with concurrent jurisdiction within the said
county of all criminal matters and causes, original
and appellate that is now vested in the county
courts having jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases
under the Constitution and Laws of Texas, except
as provided in Section 3 of this Act.

Sec. 3. The County Court of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall retain as heretofore, its jurisdiction as a
juvenile court, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testamen-
tary and of administration, settle accounts of admin-
istrators, executors and guardians, transact all busi-
ness pertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots,
lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and common
drunkards, including the settlements, partition and
distribution of the estates of deceased persons; and
of apprenticing minors as provided by law. The
county Judge of Dallas County shall be the Judge
of the County Court of Dallas County, Texas, and
all ex-officio duties of the county Judge shall be
exercised by the said Judge of the said County
Court, except as in so far as the same shall, by this
Act, be committed to the Judge of the County
Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas; and
except such as have heretofore been conferred upon
the Judges of the County Court at Law, Number
One, and the County Court at Law, Number Two, of
Dallas County, Texas.

See. 4. The County Criminal Court, Number
Two, of Dallas County, Texas, or the Judge thereof
shall have the power to issue writs of habeas corpus
and grant injunctions for the enforcement of the
penal laws, in cases where the offense charged is
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within the jurisdiction of said court or any court or
tribunal inferior to said court; and shall also have
power to punish for contempt under such provisions
as are now or may be provided by the General Law
governing County Courts throughout the State.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Criminal Court,
Number Two, of Dallas County, Texas, and the
practice therein and appeals therefrom shall be as
prescribed by law relating to the county courts.
The terms of said County Criminal Court, Number
Two, shall be held not less than four (4) times each
year and the Commissioners Court of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas, shall fix the time at which said court shall
hold its terms, until the same may be changed
according to law. :

Sec. 6. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Dallas County in accordance with
the law, a Judge of the County Criminal Court,
Number Two, hereby created, who shall be well
informed in the laws of the State and who shall hold

" his office until the next succeeding General Election
and until his successor shall have duly qualified.
The Judge of said court elected at any General
Election shall hold office for two (2) years and until
his successor shall have duly qualified; provided,
that no person shall be eligible for Judge of said
court unless he shall be a citizen of the United
States and of this State, who shall have been a
practicing lawyer of this State or a Judge of a court
in said State for four (4) years next preceding his
appointment or election, and who shall have resided
in the County of Dallas for two (2) years next
preceding his appointment or election.

Sec. 7. The Judge of the County Criminal Court,
Number Two, of Dallas County, Texas, shall exe-
cute a bond and take the oath of office as required
by the law relating to county Judges.

Sec. 8. A special Judge of the County Criminal
Court, Number Two, of Dallas County, Texas, may
be appointed or elected as provided by the laws
relating to county courts and the Judges thereof.

Sec..9. The county clerk of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal Court
of Dallas County, Texas, the seal of said court shall
be the same as provided for county courts, except
that the seal shall contain the words “The County
Criminal Court, Number Two, Dallas County, Tex-
as.” The sheriff of Dallas County, Texas, shall in
person or by deputy, attend said court when re-
quired by the Judge.thereof. The Judge of the
County Criminal Court Number Two of Dallas
County shall have an administrative assistant to aid
him in the performance of his duties. The salary of
the administrative assistant shall be set by the
Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court, Number Two, of Dallas County, Texas, shall
collect the same fee provided by law for county
Judges in similar cases, all of which shall be paid by
him monthly into the County Treasury, and the
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Judge of said court shall receive a salary as fixed
by the Commissioners Court not to exceed Eight
Thousand, Three Hundred Dollars ($8,300) per an-
num, to be paid monthly out of the County Treasury
by the Commissioners Court; such Judge shall de-
vote his entire time to the duties of his office, and
shall not engage in the practice of the law while in
office.

Sec. 11. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court, Number Two, of Dallas County, Texas, may
be removed from office in the same manner, and for
the same causes as any other county Judge may be
removed under the laws of this State.

Sec. 12. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the Court, jury,
and parties, the Judge of the County Criminal
Court, Number Two, of Dallas County, Texas, shall
appoint an official shorthand reporter, who shall be
well skilled in his profession, shall be a sworn
officer of the court and who shall hold his office at
the pleasure of the court; the provisions of the
General Laws of Texas relating to the appointment
of stenographers for the Distriet Courts shall, and
is hereby made to apply in all its provisions, in so
far as they are applicable to the official shorthand
reporter herein authorized to be appointed, and said
reporter shall be entitled to the same fees and
salary and shall perform the same duties and shall
take the same oath as are in said laws provided for
the stenographers of District Courts of this State,
and also be governed by any other laws covering
the stenographers of the District Courts of this
State; provided, that the official shorthand reporter
of said court shall not be required to take testimony
in cases where neither party litigant nor the Judge
demands it; but where the testimony is taken by
said reporter a fee of Three Dollars ($3) shall be
taxed by the clerk as costs in the case, the said
Three Dollars ($3), when collected, to be paid into
the County Treasury of Dallas County, Texas.

Sec. 13. As soon as may be after this Act takes
effect the clerk of the County Criminal Court, Num-
ber One, of Dallas County, Texas, may transfer to
the docket of the County Criminal Court, Number
Two, of Dallas County, Texas, hereby created, any
of the criminal cases then pending in the County
Criminal Court of Dallas County, Texas, and there-
after the Judge of either of said courts may in his
discretion transfer any cause or causes that may at
any time be pending in his court to the other court
by an order or orders entered in the minutes of his
court, and the Judge of the court to which such
transfer or transfers are made shall dispose of said
cause or causes in the same manner as if such cause
or causes were originally instituted in said court.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 52, ch. 32. Amended by Acts
1975, 64th Leg., p. 1348, ch. 507, § 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.
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Art. 1970-31.12, County Criminal Court No. 3 of
Dallas County

Sec. 1. There shall be created a court to be held
in Dallas County, Texas, to be known and designat-
ed as “The County Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas
County, Texas.”

Sec. 2, The County Criminal Court No. 3 of Dal-
las County, Texas, shall have and same is hereby
vested with concurrent jurisdiction within the said
county of all criminal matters and causes, original
and appellate that is now vested in the county
courts having jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases
under the Constitution and Laws of Texas, except
as provided in Section 3 of this Act.

See. 3. The County Court of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall retain as heretofore, its jurisdiction as a
juvenile court, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testamen-
tary and of administration, settle accounts of admin-
istrators, executors and guardians, transact all busi-
ness pertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots,
lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and common
drunkards, including the settlements, partition and
distribution of the estates of deceased persons; and
of apprenticing minors as provided by law. The
County Judge of Dallas County shall be the Judge
of the County Court of Dallas County, Texas, and
all ex-officio duties of the county Judge shall be
exercised by the said Judge of the said County
Court, except as in so far as the same shall, by this
Act, be committed to the Judge of the County
Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas County, Texas; and
except such as have heretofore been conferred upon
the Judges of the County Court at Law, Number
One, and the County Court at Law, Number Two, of
Dallas County, Texas.

Sec. 4. The County Criminal Court, Number
Three, of Dallas County, Texas, or the Judge there-
of shall have the power to issue writs of habeas
corpus and grant injunctions for the enforcement of
the penal laws, in cases where the offense charged
is within the jurisdiction of said court or any court
or tribunal inferior to said court; and shall also
have power to punish for contempt under such
provisions as are now or may be provided by the
General Law governing County Courts throughout
the State.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Criminal Court,
Number Three, of Dallas' County, Texas, and the
practice therein and appeals therefrom shall be as
prescribed by law relating to the county courts.
The terms of said County Criminal Court, Number
Three, shall be held not less than four (4) times each
year and the Commissioners Court of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas, shall fix the time at which said court shall
hold its terms, until the same may be changed
according to law.

Sec. 6. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Aect, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
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sioners Court of Dallas County in accordance with
the law, a Judge of the County Criminal Court,
Number Three, hereby created, who shall be well
informed in the laws of the State and who shall hold
his office until the next succeeding General Election
and until his successor shall have duly qualified.
The Judge of sald court elected at any General
Election shall hold office for two (2) years and until
his successor shall have duly qualified; provided,
that no person shall be eligible for Judge of said
court unless he shall be a citizen of the United
States and of this State, who shall have been a
practicing lawyer of this State or a Judge of a court
in said State for four (4) years next preceding his
appointment or election, and who shall have resided
in the County of Dallas for two (2) years next
preceding his appointment or election.

Sec. 7. The Judge of the County Criminal Court,
Number Three, of Dallas County, Texas, shall exe-
cute a bond and take the oath of office as required
by the law relating to county Judges.

Sec. 8. A special Judge of the County Criminal
Court, Number Three, of Dallas County, Texas, may
be appointed or elected as provided by the laws
relating to county courts and the Judges thereof.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal Court,
Number Three, of Dallas County, Texas, the seal of
said court shall be the same as provided for county
courts, except that the seal shall contain the words
“The County Criminal Court, Number Three, Dallas
County, Texas.” The sheriff of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall in person or by deputy, dttend said court
when required by the Judge thereof. The Judge of
the County Criminal Court Number Three of Dallas
County shall have an administrative assistant to aid
him in the performance of his duties. The salary of
the administrative assistant shall be set by the
Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court, Number Three, of Dallas County, Texas,
shall collect the same fee provided by law for coun-
ty Judges in similar cases, all of which shall be paid
by him monthly into the County Treasury, and the
Judge of said court shall receive a salary as fixed
by the Commissioners Court of not less than Eight
Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars (38,200) nor more
than Ten Thousand, Six Hundred Dollars ($10,600)
per annum, to be paid monthly out of the County
Treasury by the Commissioners Court; such Judge
shall devote his entire time to the duties of his
office, and shall not engage in the practice of the
law while in office.

Sec. 11. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court, Number Three, of Dallas County, Texas, may
be removed from office in the same manner, and for
the same causes as any other county Judge may be
removed under the laws of this State.

Sec. 12. For the purpose of preserving a record

in all cases for the information of the Court, jury,
and parties, the Judge of the County Criminal
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Court, Number Three, of Dallas County, Texas,
shall appoint an official shorthand reporter, who
shall be well skilled in his profession, shall be a
sworn officer of the court and who shall hold his
office at the pleasure of the court; the provisions of
the General Laws of Texas relating to the appoint-
ment of stenographers for the District Courts shall,
and is hereby made to apply in all its provisions, in
so far as they are applicable to the official short-
hand reporter herein authorized to be appointed and

said reporter shall be entitled to the same fees and’

salary and shall perform the same duties and shall
take the same oath as are in said laws provided for
the stenographers of District Courts of this State,
and also be governed by any other laws covering
the stenographers of the District Courts of this
State; provided, that the official shorthand reporter
of said court shall not be required to take testimony
in cases where neither party litigant nor the Judge
demands it; but where the testimony is taken by
said reporter a fee of Three Dollars ($3) shall be
taxed by the clerk as costs in the case, the said
Three Dollars ($3), when collected, to be paid into
the County Treasury of Dallas County, Texas.

Sec. 13. As soon as may be after this Act takes
effect the clerk of the County Criminal Court, Num-
ber One, of Dallas County, Texas, and the clerk of
the County Criminal Court, Number Two, of Dallas
County, Texas, may transfer to the docket of the
County Criminal Court, Number Three, of Dallas
County, Texas, hereby created, any of the criminal
cases then pending in the County Criminal Court,
Number One, of Dallas County, Texas, and the
County Criminal Court, Number Two, of Dallas
County, Texas, and thereafter the Judge of either of
said courts may be in his discretion transfer any
cause or causes that may at any time be pending in
his court tc the other courts by an order or orders
entered in the minutes of his court, and the Judge
of the court to which such transfer or transfers are
made shall dispose of said cause or causes in the
same manner as if such cause or causes were origi-
nally instituted in said court.

Sec. 13-A. The Judge of County Criminal Court
of Dallas County, Texas, and the Judge of County
Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas, and
the Judge of County Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas
County, Texas, may, in their discretion, exchange
benches and sit and hear cases in the court in which
the case or proceeding is then pending, and try or
otherwise dispose of same.

[Acts 1954, 53rd Leg., 1st C.S., p. 100, ch. 49. Amended
by Acts 1959, 56th Leg., 2nd C.S,, p. 84, ch. 2, § 1; Acts
1975, 64th Leg., p. 1349, ch. 507, § 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal_ Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1970-31.13. County Criminal Court No. 4 of
Dallas County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created a court to be
held in Dallas County, Texas, to be known and
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designated as “County Criminal Court Number
Four of Dallas County, Texas.”

Sec. 2, The County Criminal Court Number
Four of Dallas County, Texas, shall have, and the
same is hereby vested with concurrent jurisdiction
within the said county of all criminal matters and
causes, original and appellate that is now vested in
the county courts having jurisdiction in civil and
criminal cases under the Constitution and Laws of
Texas, except as provided in Section 3 of this Act.

See. 3. The County Court of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall retain as heretofore its jurisdiction as a
juvenile court and the general jurisdiction of a pro-
bate court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians
of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos men-
tis, and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testa-
mentary and of administration, settle accounts of
administrators, executors and guardians. The coun-
ty judge of Dallas County shall be the judge of the
County Court of Dallas County, Texas, and all ex
officio duties of the county judge shall be exercised
by the said judge of the said county court, except
insofar as the same shall, by this Act, be committed
to the judge of the County Criminal Court Number
Four of Dallas County, Texas; and except such as
have heretofore been conferred upon the judges of
the county courts at law of Dallas County, Texas.

Sec. 4. The County Criminal Court Number
Four of Dallas County, Texas, or the judge thereof
shall have the power to issue writs of habeas corpus
and grant injunctions for the enforcement of the
penal laws, in cases where the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of said court or any court or
tribunal inferior to said court; and shall also have
power to punish for contempt under such provisions
as are now or may be provided by the general law
governing county courts throughout the state.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Criminal Court
Number Four of Dallas County, Texas, and the
practice therein and appeals therefrom shall be as
prescribed by law relating to the county courts.
The terms of said county criminal court number
four shall be held not less than four times each year
and the Commissioners Court of Dallas County,
Texas, shall fix the time at which said court shall
hold its terms, until the same may be changed
according to law.

Sec. 6. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Dallas County in accordance with
the law, a judge of the county eriminal court num-
ber four, hereby created, who shall be well informed
in the laws of the state and who shall hold his office
until the next succeeding general election and until
his successor shall have duly qualified. The judge
of said court elected at any general election shall
hold office for four years and until his successor
shall have duly qualified; provided, that no person
shall be eligible for judge of said court unless he
shall be a citizen of the United States and of this
state, who shall have been a practicing lawyer of
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this state or a judge of a court in said state for four
years next preceding his appointment or election,
and who shall have resided in the county of Dallas
for two years next preceding his appointment or
election,

Sec. 7. The judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Four of Dallas County, Texas, shall exe-
cute a bond and take the oath of office as required
by the law relating to county judges.

Sec. 8. A special judge of the County Criminal
Court Number Four of Dallas County, Texas, may
be appointed or elected as provided by the laws
relating to county courts and the judges thereof.

See. 9. The county clerk of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal Court
Number Four of Dallas County, Texas; and the seal
of said court shall be the same as provided for
county courts, except that the seal shall contain the
words “The County Criminal Court Number Four,
Dallas County, Texas.”  The Sheriff of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas, shall, in person or by deputy, attend said
court when required by the judge thereof. The
Judge of the County Criminal Court Number Four
of Dallas County shall have an administrative as-
sistant to aid him in the performance of his duties.
The salary of the administrative assistant shall be
set by the Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 10. The judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Four of Dallas County, Texas, shall collect
the same fee provided by law for county judges in
similar cases, all of which shall be paid by him
monthly into the county treasury, and the judge of
said court shall receive a salary as fixed by the
commissioners court, which shall be the same salary
fixed by the commissioners court for the judges of
the other county criminal courts of Dallas County,
Texas, the same to be paid monthly out of the
county treasury by the commissioners court; such
judge shall devote his entire time to the duties of
his office and shall not engage in the practice of the
law while in office.

Sec. 11. The judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Four of Dallas County, Texas, may be
removed from office in the same manner, and for
the same causes as any other county judge may be
removed under the laws of this state.

Sec. 12. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Four of Dallas County, Texas, shall appoint
an official shorthand reporter, who shall be well
skilled in his profession, shall be a sworn officer of
the court and who shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court; the provisions of the general
laws of Texas relating to the appointment of stenog-
raphers for the district courts shall, and is hereby
made to apply in all its provisions, insofar as they
are applicable to the official shorthand reporter
herein authorized to be appointed and said reporter
shall be entitled to the same fees and salary and
shall perform the same duties and shall take the
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same oath as are in said laws provided for the
stenographers of district courts of this state, and
also be governed by any other laws covering the
stenographers of the district courts of this state;
provided, that the official shorthand reporter of said
court shall not be required to take testimony in
cases where neither party litigant nor the judge
demands it; but where the testimony is taken by
said reporter a fee of $3 shall be taxed by the clerk
as costs in the case, the said $3, when collected, to
be paid into the county treasury of Dallas County,
Texas.

Sec. 13. As soon as may be after this Act takes
effect, the clerk of the County Criminal Court of
Dallas County, Texas, and the clerk of the County
Criminal Court Number Two of Dallas County, Tex-
as, and the clerk of the County Criminal Court
Number Three of Dallas County, Texas may trans-
fer to the docket of the County Criminal Court
Number Four of Dallas County, Texas, hereby cre-
ated, any of the criminal cases then pending in the
County Criminal Court Number One of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas, and the County Criminal Court Number
Two of Dallas County, Texas, and the County Crimi-
nal Court Number Three of Dallas County, Texas,
and thereafter the judge of either of said courts
may in his discretion transfer any cause or causes
that may at any time be pending in his court to the
other courts by an order or orders entered in the
minutes of his court, and the judge of the court to
which such transfer or transfers are made shall
dispose of said cause or causes in the same manner
as if such cause or causes were originally instituted
in said court.

Sec. 14. The judge of County Criminal Court of

Dallas County, Texas, and the judge of County
Criminal Court Number Two of Dallas County, Tex-
as, and the judge of County Criminal Court Number
Three of Dallas County, Texas, and the judge of
County Criminal Court Number Four of Dallas
County, Texas, may, in their discretion, exchange
benches and sit and hear cases in the court in which
the case or proceeding is then pending, and try or
otherwise dispose of same.
[Acts 1978, 63rd Leg., p. 525, ch. 227, art. 1, eff. June 11,
1973. Amended by Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1349, ch. 507,
§ 4, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.] :

Section 15 of article 1 of the 1973 Act read:

“If any provision of the Act is held uncoustitutional or invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Act.
Except as otherwise provided in this Act all laws now in effect
with respect to county criminal courts of Dallas County, Texas
shall apply respectively to the court created by this Act”

Art. 1970-31.14. County Criminal Court No. 5 of
Dallas County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created a court to be
held in Dallas County, Texas, to be known and
designated as “County Criminal Court Number Five
of Dallas County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. ‘The County Criminal Court Number Five
of Dallas County, Texas, shall have, and the same is
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hereby vested with concurrent jurisdiction within
the said county of all criminal matters and causes,
original and appellate that is now vested in the
county courts having jurisdiction in civil and crimi-
nal cases under the Constitution and Laws of Texas,
except as provided in Section 3 of this Act.

See. 8. The County Court of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall retain as heretofore its jurisdiction as a
juvenile court and the general jurisdiction of a pro-
bate court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians
of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos men-
tis, and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testa-
mentary and of administration, settle accounts of
administrators, executors and guardians. The coun-
ty judge of Dallas County shall be the judge of the
County Court of Dallas County, Texas, and all ex
officio duties of the county judge shall be exercised
by the said judge of the said county court, except
insofar as the same shall, by this Act, be committed
to the judge of the County Criminal Court Number
Five of Dallas County, Texas; and except such as
have heretofore been conferred upon the judges of
the county courts at'law of Dallas County, Texas.

Sec. 4. The County Criminal Court Number Five
of Dallas County, Texas, or the judge thereof shall
have the power to issue writs of habeas corpus and
grant injunctions for the enforcement of the penal
laws, in cases where the offense charged is within
the jurisdiction of said court or any court or tribunal
inferior to said court; and shall also have power to
punish for contempt under such provisions as are
now or may be provided by the general law govern-
ing county courts throughout the state.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Criminal Court
Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, and the
practice therein and appeals therefrom shall be as
prescribed by law relating to the county courts.
The terms of said county criminal court number five
shall be held not less than four times each year and
the Commissioners Court of Dallas County, Texas,
shall fix the time at which said court shall hold its
terms, until the same may be changed according to
law.

Sec. 6. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Dallas County in accordance with
the law, a judge of the county criminal court num-
ber five, hereby created, who shall be well informed
in the laws of the state and who shall hold his office
until the next succeeding general election and until
his successor shall have duly qualified. The judge
of said court elected at any general election shall
hold office for four years and until his successor
shall have duly qualified; provided, that no person
shall be eligible for judge of said court unless he
shall be a citizen of the United States and of this
state, who shall have been a practicing lawyer of
this state or a judge of a court in said state for four
years next preceding his appointment or election,
and who shall have resided in the county of Dallas
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for two years next preceding his appointment or
election.

Sec. 7. The judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, shall execute
a bond and take the oath of office as required by
the law relating to county judges.

Sec. 8. A special judge of the County Criminal
Court Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, may
be appointed or elected as provided by the laws
relating to county courts and the judges thereof.

See. 9. The county clerk of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal Court
Number Five of Dallas County, Texas; and the seal
of said court shall be the same as provided for
county courts, except that the seal shall contain the
words “The County Criminal Court Number Five,
Dallas County, Texas.” The sheriff of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas, shall, in person or by deputy, attend said
court when required by the judge thereof. The
Judge of the County Criminal Court Number Five
of Dallas County shall have an administrative as-
sistant to aid him in the performance of his duties.
The salary of the administrative assistant shall be
set by the Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 10. The judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, shall collect
the same fee provided by law for county judges in
similar cases, all of which shall be paid by him
monthly into the county treasury, and the judge of
said court shall receive a salary as fixed by the
commissioners court, which shall be the same salary
fixed by the commissioners court for the judges of
the other county criminal courts of Dallas County,
Texas, the same to be paid monthly out of the
county treasury by the commissioners court; such
judge shall devote his entire time to the duties of
his office and shall not engage in the practice of the
law while in office.

Sec. 11. The judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, may be
removed from office in the same manner, and for
the same causes as any other county judge may be
removed under the laws of this state.

Sec. 12. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, shall appoint
an official shorthand reporter, who shall be well
skilled in his profession, shall be a sworn officer of
the court and who shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court; the provisions of the general
laws of Texas relating to the appointment of stenog-
raphers for the district courts shall, and is hereby
made to apply in all its provisions, insofar as they
are applicable to the official shorthand reporter
herein authorized to be appointed and said reporter
shall be entitled to the same fees and salary and
shall perform the same duties and shall take the
same oath as are in said laws provided for the
stenographers of district courts of this state, and
also be governed by any other laws covering the
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stenographers of the district courts of this state;
provided, that the official shorthand reporter of said
court shall not be required to take testimony in
cases where neither party litigant nor the judge
demands it; but where the testimony is taken by
said reporter a fee of $3 shall be taxed by the clerk
as costs in the case, the said $3, when collected, to
be paid into the county treasury of Dallas County,
Texas.

Sec. 13. * As soon as may be after this Act takes
effect, the clerk of the County Criminal Court of
Dallas County, Texas, and the clerk of the County
Criminal Court Number Two of Dallas County, Tex-
as, and the clerk of the County Criminal Court
Number Three of Dallas County, Texas may trans-
fer to the docket of the County Criminal Court
Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, hereby creat-
ed, any of the criminal cases then pending in the
County Criminal Court Number One of Dallas Coun-
ty, Texas, and the County Criminal Court Number
Two of Dallas County, Texas, and the County Crimi-
nal Court Number Three of Dallas County, Texas,
and thereafter the judge of either of said courts
may in his discretion transfer any cause or causes
that may at any time be pending in his court to the
other courts by an order or orders entered in the
minutes of his court, and the judge of the court to
which such transfer or transfers are made shall
dispose of said cause or causes in the same manner
as if such cause or causes were originally instituted
in said court.

Sec. 14, The judge of County Criminal Court of
Dallas County, Texas, -and the judge of County
Criminal Court Number Two of Dallas County, Tex-
as, and the judge of County Criminal Court Number
Three of Dallas County, Texas, and the judge of
County Criminal Court Number Four of Dallas
County, Texas, and the judge of County Criminal
Court Number Five of Dallas County, Texas, may,
in their discretion, exchange benches and sit and
hear cases in the court in which the case or proceed-
ing is then pending, and try or otherwise dispose of
same.

[Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 527, ch. 227, art. 2, eff. June 11,
1973. Amended by Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1349, ch. 507,
§ 5, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.]

Section 15 of article 2 of the 1973 Act read:

“If any provision of the Act is held unconstitutional or invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Act.
Except as otherwise provided in this Act all laws now in effect
with respect to county criminal courts of Dallas County, Texas
shall apply respectively to the court created by this Act.”

Art. 1970-31.15. County Criminal Courts Nos. 6
and 7 of Dallas County

Sec. 1. On September 1, 1977, there are created
two courts to be held in Dallas County to be known
and designated as the “County Criminal Court
Number 6 of Dallas County, Texas,” and the “Coun-
ty Criminal Court Number 7 of Dallas County,
Texas.”
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Sec. 2. The County Criminal Courts Nos. 6 and 7
of Dallas County shall have and the same are vested
with concurrent jurisdiction within the county of all
criminal matters and causes, original and appellate,
that is now vested in the county courts having
jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases under the
Constitution and laws of Texas, except as provided
in Section 3 of this Act.

Sec. 3. Each of the County Criminal Courts Nos.
6 and 7 of Dallas County, or the judge thereof, shall
have the power to issue writs of habeas corpus and
grant injunctions for the enforcement of the penal
laws in cases where the offense charged is within
the jurisdiction of that court or any court or tribu-
nal inferior to that court and shall also have power
to punish for contempt under such provisions as are
now or may be provided by the general law govern-
ing county courts throughout the state.

Sec. 4. The terms of the County Criminal Courts
Nos. 6 and 7 of Dallas County and the practice
therein and appeals therefrom shall be as prescribed
by law relating to the county courts. The terms
shall be held not less than four times each year and
the Commissioners Court of Dallas County shall fix
the time at which the courts shall hold their terms
until the same may be changed according to law.

Sec. 5. As soon as practicable after the creation
of these courts, there shall be appointed by the
Commissioners Court of Dallas County in accord-
ance with the law a judge of each court created in
this Act, who shall be well informed in the laws of
the state and who shall hold his office until the next
succeeding general election and until his successor
shall have duly qualified. At the general election in
1978 and every fourth year thereafter, there shall
be elected by the qualified voters of Dallas County
a judge of each of the county criminal courts of
Dallas County created in this Act for a regular term
of four years as provided in Article V, Section 30,
and Article XVI, Section 65, of the Texas Constitu-
tion. No person shall be eligible for judge of a
court created in this Act unless he shall be a citizen
of the United States and of this state, who shall
have been a practicing lawyer of this state or a
judge of a court in this state for four years next
preceding his appointment or election and who shall
have resided in the county of Dallas for two years
next preceding his appointment or election.

Sec. 6. Each judge of a court created in this Act
shall execute a bond and take the oath of office as
required by the law relating to county judges.

See. 7. A special judge of each of the courts
created in this Act may be appointed or elected as
provided by the laws relating to county courts and
the judges thereof.

Sec. 8. The county clerk of Dallas County shall
be the clerk of the courts created in this Act. The
seals of the County Criminal Courts Nos. 6 and 7 of
Dallas County shall be the same as provided for
county courts, except that the seals shall contain
the words “The County Criminal Court, Number
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Six, Dallas County, Texas,” and the words “The
County Criminal Court, Number Seven, Dallas
County, Texas,” respectively. The sheriff of Dallas
County shall in person or by deputy attend each
court created in this Act when required by the judge
thereof. The judge of each court created in this Act
shall have an administrative assistant to aid him in
the performance of his duties. The salary of the
administrative assistant shall be set by the Commis-
sioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 9. The judge of each court created in this
Act shall collect the same fee provided by law for
county judges in similar cases, all of which shall be
paid by him monthly into the county treasury. The
commissioners court shall fix the salary of each of
the judges of the county criminal courts of Dallas
County at not less than $1,000 less per annum than
the total annual salary, including supplements, re-
ceived by judges of the district courts in Dallas
County, which shall be paid'in 12 equal monthly
installments out of the county treasury by the com-
missioners court. The judge shall devote his entire
time to the duties of his office and shall not engage
in the practice of the law while in office.

Sec. 10. The judge of each court created in this
Act may be removed from office in the same man-
ner and for the same causes as any other county
judge may be removed under the laws of this state.

Sec. 11. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of each court created in this
Act shall appoint an official shorthand reporter,
who shall be well-skilled in his profession, shall be a
sworn officer of the court, and who shall hold his
office at the pleasure of the court. The provisions
of the general laws of Texas relating to the appoint-
ment of stenographers for the district courts shall
and are hereby made to apply, in all their provisions
insofar as they are applicable, to the official short-
hand reporters herein authorized to be appointed,
and the reporters shall be entitled to the same fees
and salary and shall perform the same duties and
shall take the same oath as are provided for the
stenographers of district courts of this state and
shall also be governed by any other laws covering
the stenographers of the district courts of this
state. The official shorthand reporter of each of
these courts shall not be required to take testimony
in cases where neither party litigant nor the judge
demands it. Where the testimony is taken by the
reporter, a fee of $3 shall be taxed by the clerk as
costs in the case to be paid into the county treasury
of Dallas County.

Sec. 12. As soon as practicable after the cre-
ation of these courts, the clerk of the county crimi-
nal courts of Dallas County may transfer to the
dockets of the courts created by this Act any of the
criminal cases then pending in the County Criminal
Court or the County Criminal Court No. 2, 3, 4, or 5
of Dallas County, and thereafter the judge of any of
these courts may in his discretion transfer any
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cause or causes that may at any time be pending in
his court to the other courts by an order or orders
entered in the minutes of his court, and the judge of
the court to which such transfer or transfers are
made shall dispose of the cause or causes in the
same manner as if the cause or causes were origi-
nally instituted in his court.

Sec. 13. The judges of the County Criminal
Court of Dallas County and the County Criminal
Courts Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 may, in their
discretion, exchange benches and sit and hear cases
in the court in which the case or proceeding is then
pending and try or otherwise dispose of same.

[Acts 19717, 65th Leg., p. 1727, ch. 689, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.]

Art. 1970-31.16. County Criminal Court No. 8 of
Dallas County

Creation

Sec. 1. There is created a court to be held in
Dallas County to be known and designated as
“County Criminal Court No. 8 of Dallas County,
Texas.”

Jurisdiction

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court No. 8 shall
have and is vested with concurrent jurisdiction with-
in the county of all criminal matters and causes,
original and appellate, that is now vested in the
county courts having jurisdiction in civil and crimi-
nal cases under the constitution and laws of Texas.

Writ Power

Sec. 3. The County Criminal Court No. 8, or the
judge thereof, shall have the power to issue writs of
habeas corpus and grant injunctions for the enforce-
ment of the penal laws in cases where the offense
charged is within the jurisdiction of the court or any
court or tribunal inferior to the court and shall also
have power to punish for contempt under such
provisions as are now or may be provided by the
general law governing county courts throughout
the state.

Terms

Sec. 4. The terms of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 and the practice therein and appeals there-
from shall be as preseribed by law relating to the
county courts. The terms shall be held not less
than four times each year and the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County shall fix the times at which
the eourt shall hold its terms until the same may be
changed according to law.

Judge

Sec. 5. (a) No person is eligible for judge of the
County Criminal Court No. 8 unless the person is a
citizen of the United States and of this state who
shall have been a practicing lawyer of this state or a
judge of a court in this state for four years next
preceding the appointment or election and who shall
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have resided in the county of Dallas for two years
next preceding the appointment or election.

(b) At the primaries and general election in 1980,
there shall be elected by the qualified voters of
Dallas County a judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 for a two-year term beginning on January 1,
1981. At the general election in 1982, the judge
shall be elected by the qualified voters of the county
for a four-year term as provided in Article V, Sec-
tion 30, and Article XVI, Section 65, of the Texas
Constitution.

(¢) A vacancy in the office shall be filled by
appointment by the Commissioners Court of Dallas
County, and the appointee shall hold office until the
next general election and until his or her successor
is duly elected and qualified.

Bond and Oath

Sec. 6. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 shall execute a bond and take the oath of
office as required by the law relating to county
judges.

Special Judge

Sec. 7. A special judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 8 may be appointed or elected as provided
by the laws relating to county courts and the judges
thereof.

Court Officials and Seal

Sec. 8. The county clerk of Dallas County shall
be the clerk of the County Criminal Court No. 8.
The seal of the court shall be the same as provided
for county courts, except that the seal shall contain
the words “The County Criminal Court, Number
Eight, Dallas County, Texas.” = The sheriff of Dal-
las County shall in person or by deputy attend the
court when required by the judge. The judge of the
County Criminal Court No. 8 shall have an adminis-
trative assistant to aid the judge in the performance
of his or her duties. The salary of the administra-
tive assistant shall be set by the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County.

Fees and Compensation

Sec. 9. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 shall collect the same fees provided by law for
county judges in similar cases, all of which shall be
paid by the judge monthly into the county treasury.
The judge of the court shall receive a salary as
fixed by the commissioners court at an amount that
is at least equal to the sum that is $1,000 less per
annum than the total annual salary, including sup-
plements, received by judges of the district courts in
Dallas County, which shall be paid in 12 equal
monthly installments out of the county treasury by
the commissioners court. The judge shall devote
his or her entire time to the duties of the office and
shall not engage in the practice of the law while in
office.
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Removal

Sec. 10. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 may be removed from office in the same
manner and for the same causes as any other coun-
ty judge may be removed under the laws of this
state.

Court Reporter

Sec. 11. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 shall appoint an official court reporter, who
shall have the qualifications provided by law, shall
be a sworn officer of the court, and shall hold the
office at the pleasure of the court. The provisions
of the general laws of Texas relating to the appoint-
ment of official court reporters for the district
courts shall apply in all provisions, insofar as they
are applicable, to the official court reporter herein
authorized to be appointed. The reporter shall be
entitled to the same fees and salary and shall per-
form the saime duties and shall take the same oath
as are provided for the official court reporters of
district courts of this state and shall be governed by
any other laws covering the official court reporters
of the district courts of this state. The official
court reporter of this court shall not be required to
take testimony in cases where neither party litigant
nor the judge demands it. Where the testimony is
taken by the reporter, a fee of $3 shall be taxed by
the clerk as costs in the case, the $3, when collected,
to be paid into the county treasury of Dallas Coun-
ty.

Transfer of Cases

Sec. 12. As soon as practicable after this Act
takes effect, the clerk of the County Criminal
Courts of Dallas County may transfer to the docket
of the County Criminal Court No. 8 any of the
criminal cases then pending in those courts, and
thereafter the judge of any of those courts may in
the judge’s discretion transfer any cause or causes
that may at any time be pending in his or her court
to the other courts by an order or orders entered in
the minutes of that judge’s court, and the judge of
the court to which such transfer or transfers are
made shall dispose of the cause or causes in the
same manner as if the cause or causes were origi-
nally instituted in his or her court.

Exchange of Benches

Sec. 13. The judges of the County Criminal
Courts of Dallas County may, in their discretion,
exchange benches and sit and hear cases in the
court in which the case or proceeding is then pend-
ing, and try or otherwise dispose of same.

Effective Dates

Sec. 14. Except as provided by Subsection (b) of
Section 5 of this Act, this Act takes effect on
January 1, 1981.

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1656, ch. 692, eff. Jan. 1, 1981}
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Art. 1970~-31.17. County Criminal Court No. 9 of
Dallas County

Creation

Sec. 1. There is created a court to be held in
Dallas County to be known and designated as
“County Criminal Court No. 9 of Dallas County,
Texas.”

Jurisdiction

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court No. 9 shall
have and is vested with concurrent jurisdiction with-
in the county of all criminal matters and causes,
original and appellate, that is now vested in the
county courts having jurisdiction in civil and crimi-
nal cases under the constitution and laws of Texas.

Writ Power

Sec. 8. The County Criminal Court No. 9, or the
judge thereof, shall have the power to issue writs of
habeas corpus and grant injunctions for the enforce-
ment of the penal laws in cases where the offense
charged is within the jurisdiction of the court or any
court or tribunal inferior to the court and shall also
have power to punish for contempt under such
provisions as are now or may be provided by the
general law governing county courts throughout
the state.

Terms

Sec. 4. The terms of the County Criminal Court
No. 9 and the practice therein and appeals there-
from shall be as prescribed by law relating to the
county courts. The terms shall be held not less
than four times each year and the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County shall fix the times at which
the court shall hold its terms until the same may be
changed according to law.

Judge

See. 5. (a) No person is eligible for judge of the
County Criminal Court No. 9 unless the person is a
citizen of the United States and of this state who
shall have been a practicing lawyer of this state or a
judge of a court in this state for four years next
preceding the appointment or election and who shall
have resided in the county of Dallas for two years
next preceding the appointment or election.

(b) At the primaries and general election in 1980,
there shall be elected by the qualified voters of
Dallas County a judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 9 for a two-year term beginning on January 1,
1981. At the general election in 1982, the judge
shall be elected by the qualified voters of the county
for a four-year term as provided in Article V, Sec-
tion 30, and Article XVI, Section 65, of the Texas
Constitution.

(¢) A vacancy in the office shall be filled by
appointment by the Commissioners Court of Dallas
County, and the appointee shall hold office until the
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next general election and until his or her successor
is duly elected and qualified.

Bond and Oath

Sec. 6. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 9 shall execute a bond and take the oath of
office as required by the law relating to county
judges.

Special Judge

Sec. 7. A special judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 9 may be appointed or elected as provided
by the laws relating to county courts and the judges

thereof.

Court Officials and Seal

Sec. 8. The county clerk of Dallas County shall
be the clerk of the County Criminal Court No. 9.
The seal of the court shall be the same as provided
for county courts, except that the seal shall contain
the words “The County Criminal Court, Number
Nine, Dallas County, Texas.” The sheriff of Dallas
County shall in person or by deputy attend the court
when required by the judge. The judge of the
County Criminal Court No. 9 shall have an adminis-
trative assistant to aid the judge in the performance
of his or her duties. The salary of the administra-
tive assistant shall be set by the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County.

Fees and Compensation

Sec. 9. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 9 shall collect the same fees provided by law for
county judges in similar cases, all of which shall be
paid by the judge monthly into the county treasury.
The judge of the court shall receive a salary as
fixed by the commissioners court at an amount that
is at least equal to the sum that is $1,000 less per
annum than the total annual salary, including sup-
plements, received by judges of the district courts in
Dallas County, which shall be paid in 12 equal
monthly installments out of the county treasury by
the commissioners court. The judge shall devote
his or her entire time to the duties of the office and
shall not engage in the practice of the law while in
office.

Removal

Sec. 10. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 9 may be removed from office in the same
manner and for the same causes as any other coun-
ty judge may be removed under the laws of this
state.

Court Reporter

Sec. 11. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 9 shall appoint an official court reporter, who
shall have the qualifications provided by law, shall
be a sworn officer of the court, and shall hold the
office at the pleasure of the court. The provisions
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of the general laws of Texas relating to the appoint-
ment of official court reporters for the district
courts shall apply in all provisions, insofar as they
are applicable, to the official court reporter herein
authorized to be appointed. The reporter shall be
entitled to the same fees and salary and shall per-
form the same duties and shall take the same oath
as’ are provided for the official court reporters of
district courts of this state and shall be governed by
any other laws covering the official court reporters
of the district courts of this state. The official
court reporter of this court shall not be required to
take testimony in cases where neither party litigant
nor the judge demands it. Where the testimony is
taken by the reporter, a fee of $3 shall be taxed by
the clerk as costs in the case, the $3, when collected,
to be paid into the county treasury of Dallas Coun-

ty.
Transfer of Cases

Sec. 12. As soon as practicable after this Act
takes effect, the clerk of the County Criminal
Courts of Dallas County may transfer to the docket
of the County Criminal Court No. 9 any of the
criminal cases then pending in those courts, and
thereafter the judge of any of those courts may in
the judge’s discretion transfer any cause or causes
that may at any time be pending in his or her court
to the other courts by an order or orders entered in
the minutes of that judge’s court, and the judge of
the court to which such transfer or transfers are
made shall dispose of the cause or causes in the
same manner as if the cause or causes were origi-
nally instituted in his or her court.

Exchange of Benches

Sec. 13. The judges of the County Criminal
Courts of Dallas County may, in their discretion,
exchange benches and sit and hear cases in the
court in which the case or proceeding is then pend-
ing, and try or otherwise dispose of same.

Effective Dates

Sec. 14. Except as provided by Subsection (b) of
Section 5 of this Act, this Act takes effect on
January 1, 1981.

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1120, ch. 534, eff. Jan. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1970-31.18. County Criminal Court No. 10
of Dallas County

Creation

Sec. 1. There is created a court to be held in
Dallas County to be known and designated as
“County Criminal Court No. 10 of Dallas County,
Texas.”

Jurisdiction

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court No. 10 shall
have and is vested with concurrent jurisdiction with-
in the county of all criminal matters and causes,
original and appellate, that is now vested in the

COURTS—COUNTY

1506

county courts having jurisdiction in civil and crimi-
nal cases under the constitution and laws of Texas.

_ Writ Power

Sec. 3. The County Criminal Court No. 10, or
the judge thereof, shall have the power to issue
writs of habeas corpus and grant injunctions for the
enforcement of the penal laws in. cases where the
offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the
court or any court or tribunal inferior to the court
and shall also have power to punish for contempt
under such provisions as are now or may be provid-
ed by the general law governing county courts
throughout the state.

Terms

Sec. 4. The terms of the County Criminal Court
No. 10 and the practice therein and appeals there-
from shall be as prescribed by law relating to the
county courts. The terms shall be held not less that
four times each year and the Commissioners Court
of Dallas County shall fix the times at which the
court shall hold its terms until the same may be
changed according to law.

Judge

Sec. 5. (a) No person is eligible for judge of the
County Criminal Court No. 10 unless the person is a
citizen of the United States and of this state who
shall have been a practicing lawyer of this state ora -
judge of a court in this state for four years next
preceding the appointment or election and who shall
have resided in the county of Dallas for two years
next preceding the appointment or election.

(b) At the primaries and general election in 1980,
there shall be elected by the qualified voters of
Dallas County a judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 10 for a two-year term beginning on January 1,
1981. At the general election in 1982, the judge
shall be elected by the qualified voters of the county
for a four-year term as provided in Article V, Sec-
tion 30, and Article XVI, Section 65, of the Texas
Constitution.

() A vacancy in the office shall be filled by
appointment by the Commissioners Court of Dallas
County, and the appointee shall hold office until the
next general election and until his or her successor
is duly elected and qualified.

Bond and Oath

See. 6. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 10 shall execute a bond and take the oath of
office as required by the law relating to county
judges.

Special Judge

Sec. 7. A special judge of the County Criminal -
Court No. 10 may be appointed or elected as provid-
ed by the laws relating to county courts and the
judges thereof.
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Court Officials and Seal

See. 8. The county clerk of Dallas County shall
be the clerk of the County Criminal Court No. 10.
The seal of the court shall be the same as provided
for county courts, except that the seal shall contain
the words “The County Criminal Court, Number
Ten, Dallas County, Texas.” The sheriff of Dallas
County shall in person or by deputy attend the court
when required by the judge. The judge of the
County Criminal Court No. 10 shall have an admin-
istrative assistant to aid the judge in the perform-
ance of his or her duties. The salary of the admin-
istrative assistant shall be set by the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County.

Fees and Compensation

Sec. 9. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 10 shall collect the same fees provided by law
for county judges in similar cases, all of which shall
be paid by the judge monthly into the county trea-
sury. The judge of the court shall receive a salary
as fixed by the commissioners court at an amount
that is at least equal to the sum that is $1,000 less
per annum than the total annual salary, including
supplements, received by judges of the district
courts in Dallas County, which shall be paid in 12
equal monthly installments out of the county trea-
sury by the commissioners court. The judge shall
devote his or her entire time to the duties of the
office and shall not engage in the practice of the
law while in office.

Removal

Sec. 10. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 10 may be removed from office in the same
manner and for the same causes as any other coun-
ty judge may be removed under the laws of this
state.

Court Reporter

Sec. 11. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 10 shall appoint an official court reporter, who
shall have the qualifications provided by law, shall
be a sworn officer of the court, and shall hold the
office at the pleasure of the court. The provisions
of the general laws of Texas relating to the appoint-
ment of official ‘court reporters for the district
courts shall apply in all provisions, insofar as they
are applicable, to the official court reporter herein
authorized to be appointed.. The reporter shall be
entitled to the same fees and salary and shall per-
form the same duties and shall take the same oath
as are provided for the official court reporters of
district courts of this state and shall be governed by
any other laws covering the official court reporters
of the district courts of this state. The official
court reporter of this court shall not be required to
take testimony in cases where neither party litigant
nor the judge demands it. Where the testimony is
taken by the reporter, a fee of $3 shall be taxed by
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the clerk as costs in the case, the $3, when collected,
to be paid into the county treasury of Dallas Coun-

ty.
Transfer of Cases

Sec. 12. As soon as practicable after this Act
takes effect, the clerk of the County Criminal
Courts of Dallas County may transfer to the docket
of the County Criminal: Court No. 10 any of the
criminal cases then pending in those courts, and
thereafter the judge of any of those courts may in
the judge’s discretion transfer any cause or causes
that may at any time be pending in his or her court
to the other courts by an order or orders entered in
the minutes of that judge’s court, and the judge of
the court to which such transfer or transfers are
made shall dispose of the cause or causes in the
same manner as if the cause or causes were origi-
nally instituted in his or her court.

Exchange of Benches

Sec.'13. The judges of the County Criminal
Courts of Dallas County may, in their discretion,
exchange benches and sit and hear cases in the
court in which the case or proceeding is then pend-
ing, and try or otherwise dispose of same.

Effective Dates

Sec. 14. Except as provided by Subsection (b) of
Section 5 of this Act, this Act takes effect on
January 1, 1981.

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1117, ch. 533, eff. Jan. 1, 1981.]

Art. 1970-31.20. County Criminal Court of Ap-
peals of Dallas County

Sec. 1. That there is hereby created a County
Court to be held in and for Dallas County, Texas, to
be called County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dal-
las County, Texas.

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court of Appeals of
Dallas County, Texas, shall have and same is hereby
vested with the sole jurisdiction within said County
of all appeals from Criminal convictions had under
the laws of the State of Texas and the municipal
ordinances of the municipalities located in Dallas
County, Texas, in Justice Court, Corporation Courts
and other municipal Courts in said County; and the
said County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas
County, Texas, shall have and same is hereby vest-
ed with concurrent jurisdiction within said County
of all criminal matters and causes, original and
appellate, that is now vested in the County Courts
having jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases under
the Constitution and Laws of Texas, except as pro-
vided in Section 4 of this Act.

Sec. 3. On the first day of the initial term of the
County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas County,
Texas, there shall be transferred to the docket of
said Court, under the direction of the Judge of
County Criminal Court of Dallas County, Texas, and
the Judge of County Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas
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County, Texas, and the Judge of County Criminal
Court No. 3 of Dallas County, Texas, and by order
entered on the Minutes of County Criminal Court of
Appeals of Dallas County, Texas, and County Crimi-
nal Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas, and Coun-
ty Criminal Court No. 8 of Dallas County, Texas, all
of such appeals from convictions had under the laws
of the State of Texas and the municipal ordinances
of the municipalities located in Dallas County, Tex-
as, in Justice Courts, Corporation Courts and other
municipal Courts in said County, now pending in
County Criminal Court of Dallas County, Texas, and
County Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas County,
Texas, and County Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas
County, Texas, and all writs and processes thereto-
fore issued by or out of the said Courts in such
matters or proceedings shall be returnable to the
County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas County,
Texas, as though originally issued therefrom. All
such new appeals from convictions had under the
laws of the State of Texas and ordinances of the
municipalities located in Dallas County, Texas, in
Justice Courts, Corporation Courts and other munie-
ipal Courts in said County, filed on said day, or
thereafter filed, with the County Clerk of Dallas
County, irrespective of the Court or Judge to which
said appeal is addressed shall be filed by said Clerk
in the County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas
County, Texas.

Sec. 4. The County Court of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall retain as heretofore, its jurisdiction as a
juvenile court, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testamen-
tary and of administration, settle aceounts of admin-
istrators, executors and guardians, transact all busi-
ness pertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots,
lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and common
drunkards, including the settlements, partition and
distribution of the estates of deceased persons; and
of apprenticing minors as provided by law. The
County Judge of Dallas County shall be the Judge
of the County Court of Dallas County, Texas, and
all ex-officio duties of the county judge shall be
exercised by the said Judge of the said County
Court, except as insofar as the same shall, by this
Act, be committed to the Judge of the County
Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas County, Texas;
and except such as to have heretofore been con-
ferred upon the Judges of the County Court at Law
No. 1 and the County Court of Law No. 2 of Dallas
County, Texas.

Sec. 5. The County Criminal Court of Appeals,
of Dallas County, Texas, or the Judge thereof shall
have the power to issue writs of habeas corpus and
grant injunctions for the enforcement of the penal

" laws, in cases where the offense charged is within
the jurisdiction of said court or any court or tribunal
inferior to said court; and shall also have power to
punish for contempt under such provisions as are
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now or may be provided by the General Law gov-
erning County Courts throughout the State.

Sec. 6. The terms of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals, of Dallas County, Texas, and the prac-
tice therein and appeals therefrom shall be pre-
scribed by law relating to the county courts. The
terms of said County Criminal Court of Appeals,
shall be held not less than four (4) times each year
and the Commissioners Court of Dallas County,
Texas, shall fix the time at which said court shall
hold its terms until the same may be changed ac-
cording to law.

Sec. 7. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Dallas County in accordance with
the law, a Judge of the County Criminal Court of
Appeals, hereby created, who shall be well informed
in the laws of the State and who shall hold his office
until the next succeeding General Election and until
his successor shall have duly qualified. The Judge
of said court elected at any General Election shall
hold office for four (4) years and until his successor
shall have duly qualified; provided, that no person
shall be eligible for Judge of said court unless he
shall be a citizen of the United States and of this
State, who shall have been a practicing lawyer of
this State or a Judge of a court in said State for
four (4) years next preceding his appointment or
election, and who shall have resided in the County
of Dallas for two (2) years next preceding his ap-
pointment or election.

Sec. 8. The Judge of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals, of Dallas County, Texas, shall execute a
bond and take the oath of office as required by the
law relating to county judges.

Sec. 9. A special Judge of the County Criminal
Court of Appeals, of Dallas County, Texas, may be
appointed or elected as provided by the laws relat-
ing to county courts and the Judges thereof.

Sec. 10. The county clerk of Dallas County, Tex-
as, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals, of Dallas County, Texas, the seal of said
court shall be the same as provided for county
courts, except that the seal shall contain the words
“The County Criminal Court of Appeals, Dallas
County, Texas.” The Sheriff of Dallas County,
Texas, shall in person or by deputy, attend said
court when required by the Judge thereof. The
Judge of the County Criminal Court of Appeals of
Dallas County shall have an administrative assist-
ant to aid him in the performance of his duties. The
salary of the administrative assistant shall be set by
the Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

See. 11. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court of Appeals, of Dallas County, Texas, shall
collect the same fee provided by law for county
Judges in similar cases, all of which shall be paid by
him monthly into the County Treasury, and the
Judge of said court shall receive a salary as fixed
by the Commissioners Court of not less than Ten
Thousand Dollars ($10,000) nor more than Fourteen
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Thousand, Four Hundred Dollars ($14,400) per an-
num, to be paid monthly out of the County Treasury
by the Commissioners Court; such Judge shall not
engage in the practice of law while in office.

/ Seec. 12. The Judge of the County Criminal

Court of Appeals, of Dallas County, Texas, may be
removed from office in the same manner, and for
the same causes as any other county Judge may be
removed under the laws of this State.

Sec. 13. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the Court, jury,
and parties, the Judge of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals, of Dallas County, Texas, shall appoint
an official shorthand reporter, who shall be well
skilled in his profession, shall be a sworn officer of
the court and who shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court; the provisions of the General
Laws of Texas relating to the appointment of ste-
nographers for the District Courts shall, and is
hereby made to apply in all its provisions, insofar as
they are applicable to the official shorthand report-
er herein authorized to be appointed and said report-
er shall be entitled to the same fees and salary and
shall perform the same duties and shall take the
same oath as are in said laws provided for the
stenographers of District Courts of this State, and
also be governed by any other laws covering the
stenographers of the District Courts of this State;
provided that the official shorthand reporter of said
court shall not be required to take testimony in
cases where neither party litigant nor the Judge
demands it; but where the testimony is taken by
said reporter a fee of Three Dollars ($3) shall be
taxed by the clerk as costs in the case, the said
Three Dollars ($3), when collected, to be paid into
the County Treasury of Dallas County, Texas.

Sec. 14. As soon as may be after this Act takes
effect the clerk of the County Criminal Court of
Dallas County, Texas, and the clerk of the County
Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas, and
the clerk of the County Criminal Court No. 8 of
Dallas County, Texas, may transfer to the docket of
the County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas
County, Texas, hereby created, any of the criminal
cases then pending in the County Criminal Court of
Dallas County, Texas, and the County Criminal
Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas, and the Coun-
ty Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas County, Texas,
and thereafter the Judge of either of said courts
may in his discretion, transfer any cause or causes
that may at any time be pending in his Court to the
other Courts by an order or orders, entered in the
minutes of his Court, and the Judge of the Court to
which such transfer or transfers are made shall
dispose of said cause or causes in the same manner
as if such cause or causes were originally instituted
in said court.

Sec. 15. The Judge of County Criminal Court of
Dallas County, Texas, and the Judge of County
Criminal Court No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas, and
the Judge of County Criminal Court No. 3 of Dallas
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County, Texas, and the Judge of County Criminal
Court of Appeals of Dallas County, Texas, may, in
their discretion, exchange benches and sit and hear
cases in the court in which the case or proceeding is
then pending, and try or otherwise dispose of same.

[Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 698, ch. 326. Amended by Acts
1975, 64th Leg., p. 1349, ch. 507, § 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.]

Saved from repeal, see Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of 1965, art. 54.02.

Art. 1970-31.21. County Criminal Court of Ap-
peals No. 2 of Dallas County

Creation

Sec. 1. There is created a court to be held in
Dallas County to be called County Criminal Court of
Appeals No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas.

Jurisdiction

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court of Appeals
No. 2 shall have and is vested with concurrent
jurisdiction within the county of all appeals from
criminal convictions had under the laws of the State
of Texas and the municipal ordinances of the munic-
ipalities located in Dallas County in the justice
courts and municipal courts in the county, which
jurisdiction is concurrent with the jurisdiction of the
County Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas County.
The County Criminal Court of Appeals No. 2 shall
have and is vested with concurrent jurisdiction with-
in the county of all criminal matters and causes,
original and appellate, that is now vested in the
county courts having jurisdiction in civil and crimi-
nal cases under the constitution and laws of Texas.

Writ Power

Sec. 3. The County Criminal Court of Appeals
No. 2, or the judge thereof, shall have the power to
issue writs of habeas corpus and grant injunctions
for the enforcement of the penal laws in cases
where the offense charged is within the jurisdiction
of the court or any court or tribunal inferior to the
court and shall also have power to punish for con-
tempt under such provisions as are now or may be
provided by the general law governing county
courts throughout the state.

Terms

Sec. 4. The terms of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals No. 2 and the practice therein and ap-
peals therefrom shall be as prescribed by law relat-
ing to the county courts. The terms shall be held
not less than four times each year and the Commis-
sioners Court of Dallas County shall fix the times at
which the court shall hold its terms until the same
may be changed according to law.

Judge

Sec. 5. (a) No person is eligible for judge of the
County Criminal Court of Appeals No. 2 unless the
person is a citizen of the United States and of this
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state who shall have been a practicing lawyer of
this state or a judge of a court in this state for four
years next preceding the appointment or election
and who shall have resided in the County of Dallas
for two years next preceding the appointment or
election.

(b) At the primaries and general election in 1980,
there shall be elected by the qualified voters of
Dallas County a judge of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals No. 2 for a two-year term beginning on
January 1, 1981. At the general election in 1982,
the judge shall be elected by the qualified voters of
the county for a four-year term as provided in
Article V, Section 30, and Article XVI, Section 65, of
the Texas Constitution.

(c) A vacancy in the office shall be filled by
appointment by the Commissioners Court of Dallas
County, and the appointee shall hold office until the
next general election and until his or her successor
is duly elected and qualified.

Bond and Qath

Sec. 6. The judge of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals No. 2 shall execute a bond and take the
oath of office as required by the law relating to
county judges.

Special Judge

Sec. 7. A special judge of the County Criminal
Court of Appeals No. 2 may be appointed or elected
as provided by the laws relating to county courts
and the judges thereof.

Court Officials and Seal

Sec. 8. The county clerk of Dallas County shall
be the clerk of the County Criminal Court of Ap-
peals No. 2, The seal of the court shall be the same
as provided for county courts, except that the seal
shall contain the words “The County Criminal Court
of Appeals No. 2 of Dallas County, Texas.” The
sheriff of Dallas County shall in person or by depu-
ty attend the court when required by the judge.
The judge of the County Criminal Court of Appeals
No. 2 shall have an administrative assistant to aid
the judge in the performance of his or her duties.
The salary of the administrative assistant shall be
set by the Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

Fees and Compensation

Sec. 9. The judge of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals No. 2 shall collect the same fees provid-
ed by law for county judges in similar cases, all of
which shall be paid by the judge monthly into the
county treasury. The judge of the court shall re-
ceive a salary as fixed by the commissioners court
at an amount that is at least equal to the sum that
is $1,000 less per annum than the total annual
salary, including supplements, received by judges of
the district courts in Dallas County, which shall be
paid in 12 equal monthly installments out of the
county treasury by the commissioners court. The
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judge shall devote his or her entire time to the
duties of the office and shall not engage in the
practice of the law while in office.

Removal

Sec. 10. The judge of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals No. 2 may be removed from office in the
same manner and for the same causes as any other
county judge may be removed under the laws of
this state.

Court Reporter

Sec. 11. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
of Appeals No. 2 shall appoint an official court
reporter, who shall have the qualifications provided
by law, shall be a sworn officer of the court, and
shall hold the office at the pleasure of the court.
The provisions of the general laws of Texas relating
to the appointment of official court reporters for the
district courts shall apply in all provisions, insofar
as they are applicable, to the official court reporter
herein authorized to be appointed. The reporter
shall be entitled to the same fees and salary and
shall perform the same duties and shall take the
same oath as are provided for the official court
reporters of district courts of this state and shall be
governed by any other laws covering the official
court reporters of the district courts of this state.
The official court reporter of this court shall not be
required to take testimony in cases where neither
party litigant nor the judge demands it. Where the
testimony is taken by the reporter, a fee of $3 shall
be taxed by the clerk as costs in the case, the $3,
when collected, to be paid into the county treasury
of Dallas County.

Transfer of Cases

Sec. 12. (a) As soon as practicable after this Act
takes effect, the clerk of the county criminal courts
in Dallas County may transfer to the docket of the
County Criminal Court of Appeals No. 2 any of the
criminal cases then pending in the County Criminal
Court of Appeals of Dallas County, and thereafter
the judge of either of those courts may in the
judge’s discretion transfer any cause or causes that
may at any time be pending in his or her court to
the other court by an order or orders entered in the
minutes of that judge’s court, and the judge of the
court to which such transfer or transfers are made
shall dispose of the cause or causes in the same
manner as if the cause or causes were originally
instituted in his or her court. However, no case
may be transferred from one court to another with-
out the consent of the judge of the court to which it
is transferred, and no case may be transferred
unless it is within the jurisdiction of the court to
which it is transferred.

(b) In cases transferred to either of the county
criminal courts of appeals, all processes, writs,
bonds, recognizances, or other obligations issued or
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made in the cases shall be returned to and filed in
the court to which the transfer is made. All bonds
executed and recognizances entered into in those
cases shall bind the parties for their appearance or
to fulfill the obligations of the bonds or recogni-
zances at the terms of the court to which the cases
are transferred as fixed by law. All processes
issued or returned before transfer of the cases, as
well as all bonds and recognizances taken before
transfer, shall be valid and binding as though origi-
nally issued out of the court to which the transfer is
made.

(c) All new appeals from. convictions had under
the laws of the State of Texas and ordinances of the
municipalities located in Dallas County in justice
courts and municipal courts in the county, filed with
the county clerk of Dallas County, irrespective of
the court or judge to which the appeal is addressed,
shall be filed by the clerk alternately in the County
Criminal Court of Appeals of Dallas County, Texas,
and the County Criminal Court of Appeals No. 2 of
Dallas County, Texas.

Exchange of Benches

Sec. 13. The judges of the county ecriminal
courts and county criminal courts of appeals of
Dallas County may, in their discretion, exchange
benches and sit and hear cases in the court in which
the case or proceeding is then pending and try or
otherwise dispose of same.

Effective Dates

Sec. 14. Except as provided by Subsection (b) of
Section 5 of this Act, this Act takes effect on
January 1, 1981.

[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1018, ch. 452, eff. Jan. 1, 1981.]

Art, 1970-31.30. Retired Judges as Substitutes in
Dallas County '

Sec. 1. (a) When the regular judge of a county
court at law, county criminal court, county criminal
court of appeals, or probate court for Dallas County
is absent or is from any cause disabled or disquali-
fied from presiding, the presiding judge of the First
Administrative Judicial District may appoint a
retired judge to sit for the regular judge, provided
the retired judge:

(1) voluntarily retired from office;

(2) resides within the First Administrative Judi-
cial District;

(3) certifies his willingness to serve;

(4) has previous judicial experience; and

(5) otherwise meets the qualifications required of
the regular judge.

(b) When the docket of a county court at law,
county criminal court, county criminal court of ap-
peals, or probate court for Dallas County becomes
so excessive that the presiding judge deems it an
emergency, he may appoint a retired judge who
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meets the qualifications set out in Subsection (a) of
this section to sit for the regular judge for as long
as the emergency exists.

Sec. 2. A retired judge appointed to sit for a
regular judge under the provisions of this Act shall
execute the bond and take the oath of office which
is required by law for the regular judge for whom
he is sitting.

Sec. 3. A retired judge appointed under the pro-
visions of this Act has all the power and jurisdiction
of the court and the regular judge for whom he is
sitting and may sign orders, judgments, decrees, or
other process of any kind as “Judge Presiding”
when acting for the regular judge.

Sec. 4. A retired judge appointed to sit for the
regular judge under the provisions of this Act shall
receive for the services actually performed the same
amount of compensation which the regular judge is
entitled to receive for such services. The amount to
be paid for such services shall be paid out of the
county funds on certification by the presiding judge
of the First Administrative Judicial District that the
retired judge has rendered the services and is enti-
tled to receive the compensation. No part of the
amount paid to a retired judge sitting for the regu-
lar judge shall be deducted or paid out of the salary
of the regular judge.

Sec. 5. The provisions of the Act are cumulative
of all laws pertaining to the election or appointment
of a special judge, and if, in addition to a retired
judge appointed to sit temporarily for a regular
judge, a special judge is needed, he shall be appoint-
ed or elected as now authorized by law.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 582, ch. 237, eff. May 20, 1975.]

Art. 1970-31a. Probate Court of Dallas County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created a County Court
to be held in and for Dallas County, to be called the
Probate Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 2. The Probate Court of Dallas County
shall have the general jurisdiction of a Probate
Court within the limits of Dallas County, concurrent
with the jurisdiction of the County Court of Dallas
County in such matters and proceedings. It shall
probate wills, appoint guardians of minors, idiots,
lunatics, persons non compos mentis and common
drunkards, grant letters testamentary and of admin-
istration, settle accounts of executors, transact all
business appertaining to deceased persons, minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis and
common drunkards, including the settlement, parti-
tion and distribution of estates of deceased persons,
lunacy proceedings and the apprenticing of minors
as provided by law.

Sec. 8. On the first day of the initial term of
said Probate Court of Dallas County there shall be
transferred to the docket of said Court, under the
direction of the County Judge and by order entered
on the Minutes of the County Court of Dallas Coun-
ty, such number of such proceedings and matters
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then pending in the County Court of Dallas County
as shall be, as near as may be, one half in number
of the total of all of the same then pending, and all
writs and processes theretofore issued by or out of
said Ceunty Court of Dallas County in such matters
or proceedings shall be returnable to the Probate
Court of Dallas County as though originally issued
therefrom. All such new matters and proceedings
filed on said day, or thereafter filed, with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Dallas County, irrespective of the
Courts or Judge to which the matter or proceeding
is addressed, shall be filed by said Clerk alternately
in said respective Courts in the order in which the
same are deposited with him for filing, beginning
first with the County Court of Dallas County. The
County Judge of Dallas County, in his discretion,
may, by an order entered upon the Minutes of the
County Court of Dallas County, on or after the first
day of the initial term of said Probate Court of
Dallas County, transfer to said Probate Court any
such matter or proceeding then or thereafter pend-
ing in the County Court of Dallas County, and all
processes extant at the time of such transfer shall
be returned to and filed in the Court to which such
transfer is made and shall be as valid and binding
as though originally issued out of the Court to
which such transfer may be made.

Sec. 4. The County Court of Dallas County shall
retain, as heretofore, the powers and jurisdiction of
said Court existing at the time of the passage of
this Act, and shall exercise its powers and jurisdic-
tion as a Probate Court with respect to all matters
and proceedings of such nature other than those
provided in Section 3 of this Act to be transferred to
and filed in the Probate Court of Dallas County.
The County Judge of Dallas County shall be the
Judge of the County Court of Dallas County, and all
ex-officio duties of the County Judge of Dallas
County, as they now exist, shall be exercised by the
County Judge of Dallas County, except in so far as
the same shall by this Act expressly be committed
to the Judge of the Probate Court of Dallas County.
Nothing in this Act contained shall be construed as
in anywise impairing or affecting the jurisdiction of
the County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 1, or
the County Court of Dallas County at Law No. 2.

Sec. 5. The practice and procedure in the Pro-
bate Court of Dallas County shall be the same as
that provided by law generally for the County
Courts of this State; and all Statutes and laws of
the State, as well as all rules of court relating to
proceedings in the County Courts of this State, or to
the review thereof or appeals therefrom, shall, as to
all matters within the jurisdiction of said Court,
apply equally thereto.

Sec. 6. The Probate Court of Dallas County
shall have power to issue writs of injunction, man-
damus, execution, attachment, and all writs and
process necessary to the exercise and enforcement
of the jurisdiction of said Court, and also the power
to punish for contempt under such provisions as are
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or may be provided by the general laws governing
County Courts throughout the State.

Sec. 7. There shall be two (2) terms of said
Probate Court of Dallas County in each year, and
the first of such terms shall be known as the
January-June Term; it shall begin on the first Mon-
day in January and shall continue until and includ-
ing Sunday next before the first Monday in July;
and the second of such terms, which shall be known
as the July-December Term, shall begin on the first
Monday in July and shall continue until and includ-
ing Sunday next before the first Monday in the
following January. The initial term of said Court
shall begin on the first Monday after the effective
date of this Act.

Sec. 8. There shall be elected in said County by
the qualified voters thereof, at the General Election,
for a term of two (2) years and until his successor
shall have been duly qualified, a Judge of the Pro-
bate Court of Dallas County, who shall be well
informed in the laws of the State, and shall have
been a duly licensed and practicing member of the
Bar of this State for not less than five (5) consecu-
tive years prior to his election. A Judge of said
Court shall be appointed by the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County as soon as may be after the
passage of this Act, who shall hold office from the
date of his appointment until the next General Elec-
tion and until his successor shall be duly elected and
qualified.

Sec. 9. The Judge of the Probate Court of Dal-
las County shall execute a bond and take the oath of
office as required by the laws relating to County
Judges.

Sec. 10. Any vacancy in the office of the Judge
of the Probate Court of Dallas County may be filled
by the Commissioners Court of Dallas County by
the appointment of a Judge of said Court, who shall
serve until the next General Election and until his
successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 11. In case of the absence, disqualification
or incapacity of the Judge of the Probate Court of
Dallas County, the County Judge of Dallas County
shall sit and act as Judge of said Court, and may
hear and determine, either in his own courtroom or
in the courtroom of said Court, any matter or pro-
ceeding there pending, and may enter any orders in
such matters or proceedings as the Judge of said
Court might enter if personally presiding therein.

Sec. 12. In the case of the absence, disqualifica-
tion or incapacity of the Judge of the Probate Court
of Dallas County and the County Judge of Dallas
County, a Special Judge of the Probate Court of
Dallas County may be appointed or elected, as pro-
vided by the general laws relating to County Courts
and to the Judges thereof.

Sec. 13. The County Clerk of Dallas County
shall be the Clerk of the Probate Court of Dallas
County. The seal of such Court shall be the same
as that provided by law for County Courts except
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that the seal shall contain the words “Probate Court
of Dallas County, Texas.” The Sheriff of Dallas
County shall in person or by deputy attend the said
Court when required by the Judge thereof. The
Judge of the Probate Court of Dallas County shall
have an administrative assistant to aid him in the
performance of his duties. The salary of said ad-
ministrative assistant shall be set by the Commis-
sioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 14. The Judge of the Probate Court of Dal-
las County shall collect the same fees as are now or
hereafter established by law relating to County
Judges as to matters within the jurisdiction of said
Court, all of which shall be paid by him into the
County Treasury as collected, and from and after
the date of his qualification as Judge of said Court
he shall receive an annual salary to be fixed by
order of the Commissioners Court of Dallas County,
of not less than Six Thousand, Five Hundred Dol-
lars ($6,500) nor more than Eight Thousand, Two
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($8,250), payable month-
ly, to be paid out of the County Treasury by the
Commissioners Court.

Sec. 15. All laws and parts of laws in conflict
with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed
to the extent of such conflict only. As to all other
laws and parts of laws, this Act shall be cumulative.

See. 16. If any section, paragraph, sentence,
clause, phrase or word contained in this Act shall be
held unconstitutional by the Courts of this State,
the invalidity of such portion of the Act shall not be
construed to affect any other part of the Act.
[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 293, ch. 174. Amended by Acts
1969, 61st Leg., p. 1667, ch. 530, § 1, eff. June 10, 1969.]

Art. 1970-31b. Probate Court No. 2 of Dallas
County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created a County Court
to be held in and for Dallas County to be called the
Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County.

Sec. 2. Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas Coun-
ty shall have the general jurisdiction of the Probate
Court within the limits of Dallas County concurrent
with the jurisdiction of the Probate Court of Dallas
County and of the County Court of Dallas County in
such matters and proceedings. It shall probate
wills, appoint guardians of minors, idiots, lunaties,
persons non compos mentis and common drunkards,
grant letters testamentary and administrative, set-
tle accounts of executor, transact all business per-
taining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics,
persons non compos mentis and common drunkards,
including the settlement, partition and distribution
of estates of deceased persons, lunacy proceedings
and the apprenticing of minors as provided by law.

Sec. 8. On the first day of the initial term of
said Probate Court Number two of Dallas County
there shall be transferred to the docket of said
Court under the jurisdiction of the County Judge
and of the Judge of the Probate Court of Dallas
County and by order entered on the minutes of the
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County Court of Dallas County and of the Probate
Court of Dallas County such number of such pro-
ceedings and matters then pending in the Probate
Court of Dallas County and in the County Court of
Dallas County as will equalize the number of such
cases pending on the dockets of each of said three
(3) Courts, and all writs and processes theretofore
issued by or out of said Probate Court of Dallas
County and said County Court of Dallas County in
such matters or proceedings shall be returnable to
the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County as
though originally issued therefrom. All such new
matters and proceedings filed on said day or there-
after filed with the County Clerk of Dallas County
irrespective of the Courts or Judge to which the
matter or proceeding is addressed, shall be filed by
said Clerk in rotation in said respective Courts in
the order in which the same are deposited with him
for filing.

Sec. 4. The County Court of Dallas County shall
retain as heretofore the powers and jurisdiction of
said Court existing at the time of the passage of
this Act and shall exercise its own powers and
jurisdiction as the Probate Court with respect to all
matters and proceedings of such nature other than
those provided hereinabove to be transferred to and
filed in the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas
County. The County Judge of Dallas County shall
be the Judge of the County Court of Dallas County
and all ex officio duties of the County Judge of
Dallas County as they now exist shall be exercised
by the County Judge of Dallas County except inso-
far as the same shall have been committed hereto-
fore to the Judge of the Probate Court of Dallas
County, or as the same shall by this Act expressly
be committed to the Judge of the Probate Court
Number 2 of Dallas County. Nothing in this Act
shall be construed as in anywise impairing or affect-
ing the jurisdiction of the County Court of Dallas
County, the Probate Court of Dallas County, the
County Court of Dallas County at Law Number 1 or
the County Court of Dallas County at Law Number
2, or any other County Court of Dallas County at
Law heretofore or hereafter created.

Sec. 5. There shall be two (2) terms of said
Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County in each
year and the first term shall be known as the
January-June term, which shall begin on the first
Monday in January and shall continue until and
including Sunday next before the first Monday in
July, and the second of such terms shall be known
as the July-December term and shall begin on the
first Monday in July and continue until and includ-
ing Sunday next before the first Monday in the
following January. The initial term of said Court
shall begin on the first Monday after the effective
date of this Act.

Sec. 6. There shall be elected in said County by
the qualified voters thereof at the general election
for a term of two (2) years and until his successor
shall have been duly qualified, a Judge of the Pro-
bate Court Number 2 of Dallas County who shall be
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well-informed on the laws of the State and shall
have been a duly licensed and practicing member of
the Bar of this State for not less than five (5)
consecutive years prior to his election. A Judge of
said Court shall be appointed by the Commissioners
Court of Dallas County as soon as may be possible
after the passage of this Act, who shall hold office
from the date of his appointment until his successor
shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 7. The Judge of the Probate Court Number
2 of Dallas County shall execute a bond and take
the oath of office as required by the laws relating to
County Judges. ‘

Sec. 8. Any vacancy in the office of the Judge
of Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County may
be filled by the Commissioners Court of Dallas
County by appointment of a Judge of said Court
who shall serve until the next general election and
until his successor shall be duly elected and quali-
fied.

Sec. 9. In case of the absence, disqualification
or incapacity of the Judge of of the Probate Court
Number 2 of Dallas County, the County Judge of
Dallas County shall sit and act as Judge of said
Court and may hear and determine either in his own
courtroom or in the courtroom of said Court any
matter or proceeding there pending and may enter
such orders in such matters or proceedings as the
Judge of said Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas
County might enter if personally presiding therein.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the Probate Court of Dal-
las County may sit for the Judge of the Probate
Court Number 2 of Dallas County and the Judge of
the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County may
sit for the Judge of the Probate Court of Dallas
County on any matters or proceedings pending in
either of said Courts. In the case of the absence,
disqualification or incapacity of the County Judge of
Dallas County, the Judge of the Probate Court of
Dallas County and the Judge of Probate Court
Number 2 of Dallas County, a special Judge of the
Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County may be
appointed or elected as provided by the General
Laws relating to County Courts and to the Judges
thereof.

Sec. 11. The County Clerk of Dallas County
shall be the Clerk of the Probate Court Number 2 of
Dallas County. The seal of such Court shall be the
same as that provided by law for County Courts
except that the seal shall contain the words “Pro-
bate Court Number 2 of Dallas County, Texas.”
The Sheriff of Dallas County shall in person or by
deputy attend the said Court when required by the
Judge thereof. The Judge of the Probate Court
Number 2 of Dallas County shall have an adminis-
trative assistant to aid him in the performance of
his duties. The salary of said administrative assist-
ant shall be set by the Commissioners Court of
Dallas County.

Sec. 12. The Judge of the Probate Court Num-
ber 2 of Dallas County shall collect the same fees as

COURTS—COUNTY

1514

are now or hereafter established by law relating to
County Judges as to matters within the jurisdiction
of said Court, all of which shall be paid by him into
the County Treasury as collected and from after the
date of his qualification as Judge of said Probate
Court Number 2 of Dallas County he shall receive
an annual salary to be fixed by order of the Com-
missioners Court of Dallas County which shall be
the same salary as that paid to the Judge of the
Probate Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 13. All laws and parts of laws in conflict
with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed
to the extent of such conflict only. All other laws
applicable to the Probate Court of Dallas County
shall be applicable to Probate Court Number 2 of
Dallas County. As to all other laws and parts of
laws this Act shall be cumulative.

Sec. 13a. Regardless of any provisions of this
Act to the contrary notwithstanding, the provisions
of this Act shall not become effective until January
1, 1965.

[Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 723, ch. 265. Amended by Acts
1969, 61st Leg., p. 1667, ch. 530, § 2, eff. June 10, 1969.]

Art. 1970-31c. Probate Court No. 3 of Dallas
County

Sec. 1. There is created a county court to be
held in and for Dallas County to be called the
Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County.

Sec. 2. Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas Coun-
ty shall have the general jurisdiction of the probate
court within the limits of Dallas County concurrent
with the jurisdiction of the Probate Court of Dallas
County, the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas
County, and of the County Court of Dallas County
in such matters and proceedings. It shall probate
wills, appoint guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics,
persons non compos mentis, and common drunk-
ards, grant letters testamentary and administrative,
settle accounts of executors, transact all business
pertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, luna-
tics, persons non compos mentis, and common
drunkards, including the settlement, partition, and
distribution of estates of deceased persons, lunacy
proceedings, and the apprenticing of minors as pro-
vided by law. It is the intention of this Act that the
Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County shall
have the primary responsibility, at all times, for all
mental illness proceedings.

Sec. 8. On the first day of the initial term of
Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County there
shall be transferred to the docket of the court under
the jurisdiction of the county judge and of the
judges of the Probate Court of Dallas County and
the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County, and
by order entered on the minutes of the County
Court of Dallas County and of the Probate Court of
Dallas County and of the Probate Court Number 2
of Dallas County, such number of such proceedings
and matters then pending in the Probate Court of
Dallas County, in the Probate Court Number 2 of
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Dallas County, and in the County Court of Dallas
County as will equalize the number of such cases
pending on the dockets of each of said four courts,
with the Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County
having responsibility, at all times, for all mental
illness proceedings. However, should an emergen-
cy or an overcrowded docket preclude the Probate
Court Number 3 of Dallas County from effectively
diminishing the number of mental illness proceed-
ings before it, such cases may be transferred, with
the concurrence of the judge of one or more of the
other probate courts in Dallas County, to the dock-
ets of one or more of the other probate courts of
Dallas County. All writs and processes theretofore
issued by or out of the Probate Court of Dallas
County, Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County,
and County Court of Dallas County in such matters
or proceedings shall be returnable to the Probate
Court Number 3 of Dallas County as though origi-
nally issued therefrom. All new mental illness pro-
ceedings filed on said day or thereafter filed with
the County Clerk of Dallas County irrespective of
the court or judge to which the matter or proceed-
ing is addressed, shall be filed by the clerk in the
Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County in the
order in which the same are deposited with him for
filing.

Sec. 4. The County Court of Dallas County shall
retain as heretofore the powers and jurisdiction of
the court existing at the time of the passage of this
Act and shall exercise its own powers and jurisdic-
tion as a probate court with respect to all matters
and proceedings of such nature other than those
provided hereinabove to be transferred to and filed
in the Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County.
The County Judge of Dallas County shall be the
Judge of the County Court of Dallas County and all
ex officio duties of the County Judge of Dallas
County as they now exist shall be exercised by the
County Judge of Dallas County except insofar as
the same shall have been committed heretofore to
the Judge of the Probate Court of Dallas County, or
to the Judge of the Probate Court Number 2 of
Dallas County, or as the same shall by this Act
expressly be committed to the Judge of the Probate
Court Number 3 of Dallas County. Nothing in this
Act shall be construed as in anywise impairing or
affecting the jurisdiction of the County Court of
Dallas County, the Probate Court of Dallas County,
the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County, the
County Courts of Dallas County at Law Numbers 1,
2, 8, and 4, or any other County Court at Law of
Dallas County heretofore or hereafter created.

Sec. 5. There shall be two terms of Probate
Court Number 3 of Dallas County in each year and
the first term shall be known as the January-June
term, which shall begin on the first Monday in
January and shall continue until and including Sun-
day next before the first Monday in July, and the
second of such terms shall be known as the July-De-
cember term and shall begin on the first Monday in
July and continue until and including Sunday next
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before the first Monday in the following January.
The initial term of the court shall begin on the first
Monday after the effective date of this Act.

See. 6. The Judge of the Probate Court Number
3 of Dallas County shall be well informed on the
laws of the state and shall have been a duly licensed
and practicing member of the bar of this state for
not less than five consecutive years prior to his
election. A judge of the court shall be appointed by
the Commissioners Court of Dallas County as soon
as may be possible after the passage of this Act,
who shall hold office from the date of his appoint-
ment until the next general election and until his
successor is duly elected and has qualified. At the
general election in 1978 and every fourth year
thereafter, there shall be elected by the qualified
voters of Dallas County a judge of the -Probate
Court Number 3 of Dallas County for a regular
term of four years as provided in Article V, Section
30 and Article XVI, Section 65 of the Texas Consti-
tution.

Sec. 7. The Judge of the Probate Court Number
3 of Dallas County shall execute a bond and take
the oath of office as required by the laws relating to
county judges.

Sec. 8. Any vacancy in the office of the Judge
of Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County may
be filled by the Commissioners Court of Dallas
County by appointment of a judge of the eourt who
shall serve until the next general election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

See. 9. In case of the absence, disqualification,
or incapacity of the Judge of the Probate Court
Number 3 of Dallas County, the County Judge of
Dallas County shall sit and act as judge of the court
and may hear and determine either in his own
courtroom or in the courtroom of the court any
matter or proceeding there pending and may enter
such orders in such matters or proceedings as the
Judge of said Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas
County might enter if personally presiding therein.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the Probate Court of Dal-
las County and the Judge of the Probate Court
Number 2 of Dallas County may sit for the Judge
of the Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County,
and the Judge of the Probate Court Number 3 of
Dallas County may sit for the Judge of the Probate
Court of Dallas County and the Judge of the Pro-
bate Court Number 2 of Dallas County on any
matters or proceedings pending in any of the courts.
In the case of the absence, disqualification, or inca-
pacity of the County Judge of Dallas County, the
Judge of the Probate Court of Dallas County, the
Judge of the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas
County, and the Judge of the Probate Court Num-
ber 3 of Dallas County, a special judge of the
Probate Court Number 3 of Dallas County may be
appointed or elected as provided by the general laws
relating to county courts and to the judges thereof.

See. 11. The County Clerk of Dallas County
shall be the Clerk of the Probate Court Number 3 of
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Dallas County. The seal of the court shall be the
same as that provided by law for county courts
except that the seal shall contain the words “Pro-
bate Court Number 3 of Dallas County, Texas.”
The Sheriff of Dallas County shall in person or by
deputy attend the court when required by the judge
thereof. The Judge of the Probate Court Number 3
of Dallas County shall have an administrative as-
sistant to aid him in the performance of his duties.
The salary of the administrative assistant shall be
set by the Commissioners Court of Dallas County.

Sec. 12. The Judge of the Probate Court Num-
ber 3 of Dallas County shall collect the same fees as
are now or hereafter established by law relating to
county judges as to matters within the jurisdiction
of the court, all of which shall be paid by him into
the county treasury as collected and from after the
date of his qualification as Judge of said Probate
Court Number 3 of Dallas County he shall receive
an annual salary to be fixed by order of the Com-
missioners Court of Dallas County which shall be
the same salary as that paid to the Judge of the
Probate Court of Dallas County and the Judge of
the Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County.

Sec. 13. All laws and parts of laws in conflict
with the provisions of this Act are repealed to the
extent of such conflict only. All other laws applica-
ble to the Probate Court of Dallas County and the
Probate Court Number 2 of Dallas County shall be
applicable to Probate Court Number 8 of Dallas
County. As to all other laws and parts of laws this
Act shall be cumulative.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 359, ch. 153, eff. May 8, 1975.]

TARRANT COUNTY
Art. 1970-32. Creation

There is hereby created a court to be held in
Tarrant county, Texas, to be known and designated
as the “County Court of Tarrant County for Civil
Cases.” !

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 1]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-33. Jurisdiction of Said Court

(a) The County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County shall have jurisdiction of all civil matters
and causes, original and appellate, over which by
the general laws of the state of Texas, the county
court of said county would have jurisdiction, and its
jurisdiction is concurrent with that of the County
Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant County in civil
matters and causes, original and appellate. This
provision shall not affect the jurisdiction of the
commissioners’ court or of the county judge of
Tarrant county as the presiding officer of said court
as to roads, bridges and public highways, and mat-
ters which are now within the jurisdiction of the
commissioners’ court or of the judge of the county
court of Tarrant county. The county judge of Tar-
rant County shall be the judge of the county court
of Tarrant County, and all ex officio duties of the
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county judge shall be exercised by the judge of the
county court of Tarrant County.

(b) The County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County has jurisdiction concurrent with the district
court in civil cases when the matter in controversy
exceeds $500 and does not exceed $20,000, exclusive
of mandatory damages and penalties, attorney’s
fees, interest, and costs.

(¢) In addition to the other jurisdiction conferred
by law on the County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, the County Court at Law No. 1 has concur-
rent jurisdiction with the district court in Tarrant
County in nonjury suits and causes involving family
law matters, including adoptions; birth records; re-
moval of disability of minority or coverture; change
of name of persons; divorce and marriage annul-
ment cases, including the adjustment of property
rights, custody and support of minor children in-
volved, temporary support pending final hearing,
and every other matter incident to divorce or annul-
ment proceedings; independent actions involving
child welfare, custody, support and reciprocal sup-
port, dependency, neglect, and delinquency; and
independent actions involving controversies between
parent and child and between husband and wife.
The provisions of this subsection do not diminish the
jurisdiction of the district court in Tarrant County,
and the district court shall retain and continue to
exercise the jurisdiction that is conferred by law on
district courts.

(@) The county clerk of Tarrant County is the
clerk of the County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, except that the district clerk of Tarrant
County shall serve as clerk of the County Court at
Law No. 1 in the cases enumerated in Subsection (c)
of this section. The district clerk may establish a
separate docket for the County Court at Law No. 1
for family law matters filed originally in the district
courts of Tarrant County. All cases of concurrent
jurisdiction enumerated in Subsection {(c¢) of this
section shall be instituted in the district courts of
Tarrant County but may be transferred between the
district courts of Tarrant County and the County
Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant County. However,
no case may be transferred from one court to the
other without the consent of the judge of the court
to which it is transferred, and no case may be
transferred unless it is within the jurisdiction of the
court to which it is transferred. Practice and proce-
dure, rules of evidence, and all other matters per-
taining to the conduct of trials and hearings in the
county court at law involving the matters of concur-
rent jurisdiction enumerated in Subsection (c) of this
section shall be governed by the laws and rules
pertaining to district courts as well as county
courts.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 2. Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg.,
p. 2099, ch. 485, § 10, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.]



© 1517

Art. 1970-34. Jurisdiction of Criminal Cases

In addition to the jurisdiction heretofore con-
ferred by law upon the County Court of Tarrant
County for Civil Cases,! of Tarrant County, Texas,
and the judge thereof, the said County Court of
Tarrant County for Civil Cases shall have jurisdic-
tion within Tarrant County of all criminal matters
and causes, original and appellate, over which the
County Court at Law of Tarrant County now has
jurisdiction, and the jurisdiction of said courts, over
such matters, within said county, shall be concur-
rent, provided, that the jurisdiction of the County
Court of Tarrant County shall remain as now fixed
by law, and be in no wise affected by this Act.

[Acts 1925, 39th Leg., ch. 206, p. 679, § 1.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See a/rticle 1970-62.

Art. 1970-35. Jurisdiétion Retained by County
Court of Tarrant County

The county court of Tarrant county shall retain,
as heretofore the jurisdiction of all criminal cases,
its jurisdiction as a juvenile court, its jurisdiction in
matters pertaining to liquor licenses, forfeitures
and bonds, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and common drunkards, grant letters testamentary
and of administration, settle accounts of administra-
tor, executors and guardians, transact all business
pertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, luna-
tics, persons non compos mentis, and common
drunkards, including the settlement, partition and
distribution of estates of deceased persons, and
shall apprentice minors as provided by law. The
county judge of Tarrant county shall be the judge
of the county court of Tarrant county; and all ex
officio duties of the county judge shall be exercised
by the said judge of the county court of Tarrant
county, except in so far as the same shall, by this
chapter, be committed to the judge of the county
court of Tarrant county for civil cases.!

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 3.]
1See note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-36. Both Courts May Issue Writs

Both the said county court of Tarrant county and
the county court of Tarrant county for civil cases,!
or either of the judges thereof, shall have the power
to issue writs of injunction, sequestration, attach-

-ment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas and all
other writs necessary to the enforcement of the
jurisdiction of said courts, and also power to punish
for contempts under such provisions as are, or may
be, provided by the general laws governing county
courts throughout the state, and to issue writs of
habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of said courts, or of any court
or tribunal inferior to said courts.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 4.]
1 See note under art. 1970-32,
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Art. 1970-37. Terms, Practice, ete.,, of County
' Court of Tarrant County for Civil
Cases

The terms of the county court of Tarrant county
for civil cases,! and the practice therein, and appeals
and writs of error therefrom, shall be as prescribed
by law relating to the county courts. The terms of
the county court of Tarrant county for civil cases
shall be held not less than four times each year;
and the commissioners’ court of Tarrant county
shall fix the time at which said court shall hold its
terms, until the same may be changed according to
law.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 5.]
1 See note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-38. Judge to be Elected When, etc,;
Qualifications; Term; Vacancies
How Filled

At each general election there shall be elected by
the qualified voters of Tarrant county a judge of
the county court of Tarrant county for civil cases,!
who shall be well informed in the laws of this state,
who shall hold his office for two years, and until his
successor shall have been duly elected and qualified;
provided, that no person shall be eligible for judge
of the county court of Tarrant county for civil
cases, unless he shall be a citizen of the United
States and of this state, who shall have been a
practicing lawyer of this state, or a judge of a court
in this state, for four years next preceding his
election, and who shall have resided in the county of
Tarrant for two years next preceding his election.
All vacancies in said office shall be filled by appoint-
ment by the governor until the next general election
thereafter.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 6.]
1 See note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-39. Bond and Oath of Judge

The judge of the county court of Tarrant county
for civil cases! shall execute a bond and take the
oath of office as required by the law relating to
county judges.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 7.]
1S8ee note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-40. Special Judge Elected or Appoint-
ed How

A special judge of the county court of Tarrant
county for civil cases ! may be appointed or elected
as provided by law relating to county courts and to
the judges thereof.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 8.]
1 See note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-41. Clerk of; Seal; Sheriff to Attend
When, etc.

The county clerk of Tarrant county shall be the
clerk for the county court of Tarrant county for
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civil cases.! The seal of said court shall be the
same as that provided for county courts, except that
the seal shall contain the words, “County Court of
Tarrant County for Civil Cases.” The sheriff of
Tarrant county shall, in person or by deputy, attend
the court when required by the judge thereof.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 9.]
1See note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-42, Selection, etc., of Juries by the
Two Courts Jointly

The jurisdiction and authority now vested by law
in the county court of Tarrant county for the selec-
tion and service of jurors shall be exercised by the
two courts jointly and not separately.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, & 10.]

Art. 1970-43. Fees; Salary of Judge of County
Court of Tarrant County for Civil
Cases

The judge of the county court of Tarrant county
for civil cases ! shall collect the same fees provided
by law for county judges in similar cases, all of
which shall be paid by him monthly into the county
treasury; and he shall receive a salary of three
thousand dollars annually,? to be paid monthly out
of the county treasury by the commissioners’ court.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 11.]

1 See note under art. 1970-32.
2Now $5,000. See article 1970-61.

Art. 1970-44. Removal of Judge

The judge of the county court of Tarrant county
for civil cases! may be removed from office in the
same manner and for the same causes as any other
county judge may be removed under the laws of
this state.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 12.]
1 See note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-45. Salary of County Judge of Tarrant
County .

The county judge of Tarrant county shall hereaf-
ter receive from the county treasury in addition to
the fees allowed him by law, such a salary, for the
ex officio duties of his office, as may be allowed him
by the commissioners’ court.

[Acts 1909, p. 48, § 13.]

Art. 1970-45a. Compensation of Certain Tarrant
County Judges

Effective January 1, 1978, the judges of the coun-
ty criminal courts of Tarrant County, the probate
court of Tarrant County, and the county courts at
law of Tarrant County may be paid annually a sum
that is at least equal to that sum which is $8,000
less than the total annual salary as of January 1,
1978, including supplements, of any district judge in
Tarrant County. Effective January 1, 1979, they
may be paid annually a sum that is at least equal to
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that sum which is $5,500 less than the total annual
salary as of January 1, 1979, including supplements,
of any district judge in Tarrant County. Effective
January 1, 1980, they may be paid annually a sum
that is at least equal to that sum which is §3,000
less than the total annual salary as of January 1,
1980, including supplements, of any district judge in
Tarrant County. Effective January 1, 1981, they
may be paid annually a sum that is at least equal to
that sum which is $1,000 less than the total annual
salary, including supplements, of any district judge
in Tarrant County. If the annual salary of any
district judge in Tarrant County is increased within
any calendar year, the salary of the judge of each
county court of Tarrant County included in this Act
may be increased in an equal amount so that the
variance between the salaries of the judges of the
county courts and the judges of the district courts
does not exceed the amounts specified in this Act.
[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1821, ch. 730, § 1, eff. Aug. 29,
1977.]

Art. 1970-46. Court Created

That there shall be created a court to be held in
Tarrant County, Texas, to be known and designated
as the “County Court at Law” of Tarrant County,
Texas.!

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 1.]
1See note under art. 1970-32.

Art. 1970-47. Jurisdiction

The County Court at Law of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall have exclusive jurisdiction within said
county of all criminal matters and causes, original
and appellate, that is now vested in the County
Courts having jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases
under the Constitution and laws of Texas, except as
provided in Section 8 of this Act;! and said County
Court at Law shall have and exercise, in civil mat-
ters and causes, concurrent and equal jurisdiction
with the County Court of Tarrant County for civil
cases, said concurrent jurisdiction to extend to all
causes and matters of which jurisdiction has hereto-
fore vested in the County Court of Tarrant County
for civil cases, or the judge thereof.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 2.]
1 Article 1970-48.

Art. 1970-48. Same; Juvenile and Probate Mat-
ters

The County Court of Tarrant County shall retain
exclusively as heretofore its jurisdiction as a juve-
nile court, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and common drunkards, and grant letters testamen-
tary and of administration, settle accounts of admin-
istrators, executors and guardians; transact all
business pertaining to deceased persons, minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and
common drunkards, including the settlement, parti-
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tion and distribution of the estates of deceased
persons; and of apprenticed minors as provided by
law. The County Judge of Tarrant County shall be
the judge of the County Court of Tarrant County,
Texas, and all ex-officio duties of the County Judge
shall be exercised by the said judge of the said
County Court, except insofar as the same shall, by
this Act, be committed to the Judge of the County
Court at Law of Tarrant County, Texas,! and except
such as have heretofore been conferred upon the
judge of the County Court of Tarrant County for
civil cases.? '

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 3.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

2Name changed to County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-49. Issuance of Writs

The County Court at Law of Tarrant County,
Texas,! or the judge thereof, shall have the power
to issue writs of injunction, sequestration, attach-
ment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas, and all
other writs necessary to the enforcement of the
jurisdiction of said court; and also power to punish
for contempt under such provisions as are or may
be provided by the General Laws governing County
Courts throughout the State, and issue writs of
habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of said court or of any court
or tribunal inferior to said court.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 4.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-50. Terms of Court; Practice

The terms of the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County, Texas,! and the practice therein and appeals
and writs of error therefrom shall be as prescribed
by law relating to the County Courts. The terms of
said County Court at Law shall be held not less than
four times each year and the Commissioners’ Court
of Tarrant County, Texas, shall' fix the time at
which said court shall hold its terms, until the same
may be changed according to law.

[Acts 1921, 3Tth Leg., ch. 28, § 5.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-51. Judge

As soon as may be after the passage of this Act,
there shall be appointed by the Governor, in accord-
ance with law, and subject to the confirmation of
the Senate, a judge of the County Court at Law
hereby created, who shall be well informed in the
laws of the State and who shall hold his office until
the next succeeding general election and until his
successor shall have duly qualified. The judge of
said court elected at any general election shall hold
office for two years and until his successor shall
have duly qualified: provided, that no person shall
be eligible for judge of said court unless he shall be
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a citizen of the United States and of this State, who
shall have been a practicing lawyer of this State or
a judge of a court in this State for four years next
preceding this appointment or election, and who
shall have resided in the county of Tarrant for two
years next preceding his appointment or election.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 6.]

Art. 1970-52. Same; Bond and Oath

The judge of the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County, Texas,! shall execute a bond and take the
oath of office as required by the law relating to
County Judges.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 7.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-53. Special Judge

A special judge of the County Court at Law of
Tarrant County, Texas,! may be appointed or elect-
ed as provided by the laws relating to County
Courts and to the judges thereof.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 8.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-54. Clerk; Seal; Sheriff

The County Clerk of Tarrant County, Texas, shall
be the clerk of the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County, Texas.! The seal of said Court shall be the
same as provided for County Courts except that the
seal shall contain the words “County Court at Law,
Tarrant County, Texas.” The sheriff of Tarrant
County shall, in person or by deputy, attend said
court when required by the judge thereof.

[Acts 1921, 87th Leg., ch. 28, § 9.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas., See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-55. Fees; Salary

The judge of the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County, Texas, and the judge of the County Court
of Tarrant County for civil cases, shall collect the
same fees provided by law for County Judges in
similar cases, all of which shall be paid by them
monthly into the County Treasury and the judge of
each said courts, shall receive a salary of $4,000!
annually, to be paid monthly out of the County
Treasury by the Commissioners’ Court.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 10.]
1 Now $5,000. See article 1970-61.

Art. 1970-56. Removal of Judge

The judge of the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County, Texas,! may be removed from office in the
same manner and for the same causes as any other
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County Judge may be removed under the laws of
this State.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 11.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-57. Shorthand Reporter

For the purpose of preserving a record in all
cases for the information of the court, jury and
parties, the judge of the County Court at Law of
Tarrant County, Texas,! shall appoint an- official
shorthand reporter, who shall be well skilled in his
profession, shall be a sworn officer of the court and
shall hold his office at the pleasure of the court;
and the provisions of Chapter eleven of Title 37 of
the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas of 1911 relating
to the appointment of stenographers for the District
Courts shall, and it is hereby made to apply in all its
provisions, insofar as they are applicable to the
official shorthand reporter herein authorized to be
appointed, and said reporter shall be entitled to the
same fees and salaries and shall perform the same
duties and shall take the same oath as are in said
Chapter eleven of Title 37 provided for the stenog-
raphers of District Courts of this State, and also be
governed by any other laws covering the stenogra-
phers of the District Courts of this State; provided,
that the official shorthand reporter of said court
shall not be required to take the testimony in cases
where neither party litigant nor the judge demands
it; but where the testimony is taken by said report-
er a fee of three dollars shall be taxed by the clerk
as costs in the case. Said reporter shall also as far
as practicable, act as the official shorthand reporter
of the County Court of Tarrant County for civil
cases. :

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch. 28, § 12.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-58. Transfer of Causes

As soon as may be after this Act takes effect, the
Clerk of the County Court of Tarrant County, Tex-
as, shall transfer to the docket of the County Court
at Law of Tarrant County, Texas,! all of the crimi-
nal cases then pending in the County Court of
Tarrant County. The clerk shall note such trans-
fers when made on the minutes of the County Court
of Tarrant County, Texas. Thereafter, all new
criminal eases filed in said county and coming with-
in the jurisdiction of the County Court shall be
placed on the docket of said County Court at Law.
Until such time as the Commissioners’ Court shall
direct, no civil cases shall be filed in or transferred
to said County Court at Law; but when directed to
do so by said Commissioners’ Court, the clerk of
said county shall transfer from the docket of the
County Court of Tarrant County for civil cases ? to
the docket of said County Court at Law a sufficient
number of civil cases to equalize the dockets of said
two courts, and shall thereafter place new eivil
cases, as they are filed, on the docket of said
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County Court at Law in a ratio to be prescribed by
said Commissioners’ Court, which ratio may be
changed or modified from time to time by order of
said Commissioners’ Court.

[Acts 1921, 37th Leg., ch, 28, § 13.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

2Name changed to County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-59. Cases Filed in Either County
Court at Law or County Court for
Civil Cases

Upon the passage and taking effeet of this Act
civil and criminal cases, within jurisdiction of such
courts, may be originally filed in either the County
Court at Law of Tarrant County, Texas,! or the
County Court of Tarrant County for Civil Cases.?

[Acts 1925, 39th-Leg., ch. 206, p. 679, § 2.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

2Name changed to County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-60. Transfer of Cases

Whenever the judges of the County Court of
Tarrant County for Civil Cases,! or the judge of the
County Court at Law,? may deem it expedient to the
transaction of the public business, he may transfer
any cause pending in the court over which he pre-
sides to the docket of said other court, and the
written order upon the minutes of either of said
courts so transferring such case, signed by the
judge thereof making the transfer, shall be authori-
ty for the clerk of such courts to make transfer.
Provided, further, that the commissioners’ court of
said county may, within its discretion, direct the
clerk of said courts to transfer from the docket of
either of said courts any case or cases pending
thereon to the docket of such other court, and
thereupon the court to which the transfer may be
made shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine
such cause or causes as though the same had been
originally filed therein.

[Acts 1925, 39th Leg., ch. 206, p. 679, § 3.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

2 Name changed ta County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

Art. 1970-61.

The judge of the County Court at Law ! and the
judge of the County Court of Tarrant County for
Civil Cases,? respectively, shall collect the same fees
provided by law for county judges in similar cases,
all of which shall be paid by them monthly into the
county treasury, the judges of said courts shall each
receive a salary of $5,000.00 annually, to be paid

Fees and Salaries of Judges
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monthly out of the county treasury by the commis-
sioners’ court of Tarrant County, Texas.

[Acts 1925, 39th Leg., ch. 206, p. 679, & 4.]

1Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62.

2Name changed to County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, Texas. See article 1970-62. :

Art. 1970-62. Designations of Courts

From and after the passage and the taking effect
of this Act the said County Court at Law of Tarrant
County shall be known and designated as the
“County Court at Law No. 17 of Tarrant County,
Texas, and the said County Court of Tarrant County
for Civil Cases shall be known and designated as
the “County Court at Law No. 2” of Tarrant Coun-
ty, Texas.

[Acts 1925, 39th Leg., ch. 206, p. 680, & 5.]

Art. 1970-62.1. Transfer of Eminent Domain
Jurisdiction from County to District
Courts

Neither the County Court of Tarrant County, the
County Court at Law of Tarrant County nor the
judges of the courts have any jurisdiction over
matters of eminent domain.

[Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 50, ch. 27, § 1, eff. March 18,
1971]

Section 2 of the 1971 act appears as a note under art. 1906.
Sections 3 to 6 thereof provided:

“Sec. 3. All proceedings in matters of eminent domain pending
to the County Court or County Court at Law of Tarrant County
when this Act takes effect are transferred to the district courts,
and all writs and process relating to those matters issued by or out
of the County Court or County Court at Law of Tarrant County
are returnable to the district courts of Tarrant County.

“Sec. 4. After this Act takes effect, should a judgment be
entered by the court of civil appeals or the supreme court remand-
ing for a new trial or for further proceedings any cause in matters
of eminent domain that was appealed from the County Court or
County Court at Law of Tarrant County, the cause shall be
remanded to the district courts, and all jurisdiction in respect to
that cause vests in the district courts.

“Sec. 5. Within 10 days after this Act takes effect the county
clerk of Tarrant County shall file with the district clerk of the
Tarrant County all original papers in causes transferred by this
Act to the district court, with all judges’ dockets and certified
copies of any interlocutory judgment or other order entered in the
minutes of the county court in those causes, and the district clerk
shall immediately docket all such causes on the dockets of the
district courts in a manner to equalize case loads, and all such
causes shall stand on the docket of the district court in the same
order in which they appeared on the docket of the county court,
and each such case shall take its place on the docket of the district
court in the same manner in the same priority as other civil cases
are assigned to such docket, with the position on such docket to be
determined in the same manner as though such cases had been
committed to the district court in the first instance. It shall not be
necessary for the district clerk to refile any papers theretofore
filed by the county court, but papers in a cause bearing the file
mark of the county clerk prior to the time of the transfer shall be
held to have been filed in the cause as of the date filed without
being refiled by the district clerk. The county clerk in cases so
transferred shall accompany the papers with a certified bill of cost,
and against all cost deposits, if any, the county clerk shall charge
accrued fees due him and the remainder of the deposit he shall pay
to the district court as a deposit in the particular cause for which it
was deposited. Credit shall be given litigants for all jury fees paid
in the county court.
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“Sec. 6. This Act shall not be construed to in anywise or
manner affect final judgments heretofore rendered by the County
Court or County Court at Law of Tarrant County pertaining to
matters of eminent domain, and the county court shall retain
jurisdiction to enforce those final judgments and the county clerk
of Tarrant County shall issue all writs of execution and orders of
sale and proceedings thereunder and his act in so doing shall be
valid and binding to all intents and purposes the same as if no
transfer of jurisdiction had been made by this Act.”

Art. 1970-62.2. County Court at Law No. 2 of
Tarrant County

Sec. 1. (a) There is created a court to be held in
Tarrant County to be known and designated as the
“County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant County.”

(b) The County Court at Law of Tarrant County
shall be hereafter known and designated as the
“County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant County.”

Sec. 2. (a) The County Court at Law No. 2 of
Tarrant County has jurisdiction of all civil matters
and causes, original and appellate, over which by
the general laws of the state the county court of the
county would have jurisdiction, and its jurisdiction
is concurrent with that of the County Court at Law
of Tarrant County in civil matters and causes, origi-
nal and appellate. This provision does not affect
the jurisdiction of the commissioners court or of the
county judge of Tarrant County as the presiding
officer of that court as to roads, bridges, and public
highways, and matters which are now within the
jurisdiction of the commissioners court or of the
judge of the county court of Tarrant County. The
county judge of Tarrant County shall be the judge
of the county court of Tarrant County, and all ex
officio duties of the county judge shall be exercised
by the judge of the county court of Tarrant County.

(b) In addition to the other jurisdiction conferred
by law on the County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, the County Court at Law No. 2 has concur-
rent jurisdiction with the district court in Tarrant
County in nonjury suits and causes involving family
law matters, including adoptions; birth records; re-
moval of disability of minority or coverture; change
of name of persons; divorce and marriage annul-
ment cases, including the adjustment of property
rights, custody and support of minor children in-
volved, temporary support pending final hearing,
and every other matter incident to divorce or annul-
ment proceedings; independent actions involving
child welfare, custody, support and reciprocal sup-
port, dependency, neglect, and delinquency; and
independent actions involving controversies between
parent and child and between husband and wife.
The provisions of this subsection do not diminish the
jurisdiction of the district court in Tarrant County,
and the district court shall retain and continue to
exercise the jurisdiction that is conferred by law on
district courts.

(c) The County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County has jurisdiction concurrent with the district
court in civil cases when the matter in controversy
exceeds $500 and does not exceed $20,000, exclusive
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of mandatory damages and penalties, attorney’s
fees, interest and costs.

Sec. 3. The County Court at Law No. 2 of Tar-
rant County, or its judge, has the power to issue
writs of injunction, sequestration, attachment, gar-
nishment, certiorari, supersedeas and all other writs
necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of
the court, to punish for contempts under such provi-
sions as are, or may be, provided by the general
laws governing county courts throughout the state,
and to issue writs of habeas corpus in cases where
the offenge charged is within the jurisdiction of the
court, or of any court or tribunal inferior to that
court.

Sec. 4. (a) The judges of the County Court at
Law No. 1 of Tarrant County and the County Court
at Law No. 2 of Tarrant County may transfer cases
to and from the dockets of their respective courts.
However, no case may be transferred from one
court to another court without the consent of the
judge of the court to which it is transferred, and no
case may be transferred unless it is within the
jurisdiction of the court to which it is transferred.

(b) The judges of the county courts at law with
civil jurisdiction may freely exchange benches and
courtrooms with each other so that if one is ill,
disqualified, or otherwise absent, the other may
hold court for him without the necessity of transfer-
ring the case involved. Either judge may hear all
or any part of a case pending in a county court at
law and may rule and enter orders on and continue,
determine, or render judgment on all or any part of
the case without the necessity of transferring it to
his own docket. However, the judge of any court
may not sit or act in a case unless it is within the
jurisdiction of his court. Each judgment and order
shall be entered in the minutes of the court in which
the case is pending.

(c) In cases transferred to any of the courts by
order of the judge of one of the other courts, all
processes, writs, bonds, recognizances or other obli-
gations issued or made in the cases shall be re-
turned to and filed in the court to which transfer is
made. All bonds executed and recognizances en-
tered into in those cases shall bind the parties for
their appearance or to fulfill the obligations of such
bonds or recognizances at the terms of the court to
which the cases are transferred as fixed by law.
Al processes issued or returned before transfer of
the cases as well as all bonds and recognizances
before taken in the cases shall be valid and binding
as though originally issued out of the court to which
the transfer is made.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of Tarrant County are the same as the terms
for the County Court at Law No. 1 of Tarrant
County. The practice in the court, and appeals and
writs of error therefrom, shall be as presecribed by
the laws relating to county courts, except that prac-
tice and procedure, rules of evidence, and all other
matters pertaining to the conduct of trials and hear-
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ings in the county court at law involving the mat-
ters of concurrent jurisdiction with the distriet court
enumerated In Section 2(b) of this Act shall be
governed by the laws and rules pertaining to dis-
trict courts as well as county courts.

Sec. 6. (a) The judge of the County Court at
Law No. 2 of Tarrant County must be a citizen of
the United States and of this state, who shall have
been a practicing lawyer of this state, or a judge of
a court in this state, for four years next preceding
his election or appointment, and who shall have
resided in the county of Tarrant for two years next
preceding his election or appointment.

(b) At the primaries and general election in 1978,
there shall be elected by the qualified voters of
Tarrant County a judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 for a four-year term beginning on January 1,
1979. Every four years thereafter, this judge shall
be elected by the qualified voters of Tarrant County
for a four-year term as provided in the Texas Con-
stitution. A vacancy in the office shall be filled by
appointment by the Commissioners Court of Tarrant
County until the next general election.

Sec. 7. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 shall execute a bond and take the oath of
office as required by the law relating to county
judges.

Sec. 8. A special judge of the County Court at
Law No. 2 may be appointed or elected as provided
by law relating to county courts and to the judges
thereof.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of Tarrant County shall
be the clerk for the County Court at Law No. 2,
except that the district clerk of Tarrant County
shall serve as clerk of the County Court at Law No.
2 in the cases enumerated in Section 2(b) of this Act.
The district clerk may establish a separate docket
for the County Court at Law No. 2 for family law
matters filed originally in the district courts of
Tarrant County. All cases of concurrent jurisdic-
tion enumerated in Section 2(b) of this Act shall be
instituted in the district courts of Tarrant County
but may be transferred between the district courts
of Tarrant County and the County Court at Law No.
2 of Tarrant County. However, no case may be
transferred from one court to the other without the
consent of the judge of the court to which it is
transferred, and no case may be transferred unless
it is within the jurisdiction of the court to which it is
transferred. The seal of the court shall be the same
as that provided for county courts, except that the
seal shall contain the words, “County Court at Law
No. 2 of Tarrant County.” The sheriff of Tarrant
County shall, in person or by deputy, attend the
court when required by the judge thereof.

Sec. 10. The jurisdiction and authority now vest-
ed by law in the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County for the selection and service of jurors shall
be exercised by the County Court at Law No. 2.
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Sec. 11. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of Tarrant County shall collect the same fees
provided by law for county judges in similar cases,
all of which shall be paid by him monthly into the
county treasury. The commissioners court may fix
the amount of compensation to be paid to the judge
of the County Court at Law No. 2 of Tarrant
County, such compensation to be paid monthly out
of the county treasury, provided however, that any
such compensation shall be equal to the compensa-
tion as provided by law and fixed by the commis-
sioners court for the judge of the County Court at
Law No. 1 of Tarrant County. The judge shall not
engage in the practice of law while in office.

Sec. 12. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of Tarrant County may be removed from
office in the same manner and for the same causes
as any other county judge may be removed under
the laws of this state.

Sec. 13. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of Tarrant County shall appoint an official
shorthand reporter, who shall be well skilled in his
profession, shall be a sworn officer of the court, and
who shall hold his office at the pleasure of the
court. The provisions of the general laws of Texas
relating to the appointment of reporters for the
district courts shall apply in all their provisions,
insofar as they are applicable, to the official short-
hand reporter herein authorized to be appointed,
and the reporter is entitled to the same fees and
salary and shall perform the same duties and shall
take the same oath as provided for the reporters of
district courts of this state, and shall be governed
by any other laws covering the reporters of the
district courts of this state.

Sec. 14. With the exception of Subsection (b),
Section 6, the provisions of this Act take effect on
January 1, 1979.

[Acts 19717, 65th Leg., p. 1532, ch. 625, eff. Jan. 1, 1979.
Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 2100, ch. 485, §§ 11 to
13, eff. Sept. 1, 1981.] .

Art. 1970-62a. County Criminal Court No. 1 of
Tarrant County

Sec. 1. That there shall be created a Court to be
held in Tarrant County, Texas, to be known and
designated as “The County Criminal Court of Tar-
rant County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court of Tarrant
County, Texas, shall have and same is hereby vest-
ed with concurrent jurisdiction within the said Coun-
ty of all criminal matters and causes, original and
appellate, that is now vested in the County Courts
having jurisdiction in civil and eriminal cases under
the Constitution and Laws of Texas, except as pro-
vided in Section 8 of this Act.

Sec. 3. The County Court of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall retain as heretofore its jurisdiction as a
juvenile court, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compose men-
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tis, and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testa-
mentary and of administration, settle accounts of
administrators, executors and guardians, transact
all business pertaining to deceased persons, minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compose mentis, and
common drunkards, including the settlements, parti-
tion and distribution of the estates of deceased
persons; and of apprenticing minors as provided by
law. The County Judge of Tarrant County shall be
the Judge of the County Court of Tarrant County,
Texas, and all ex officio duties of the County Judge
shall be exercised by the said Judge of the said
County Court, except as in so far as the same shall,
by this Act, be committed to the Judge of the
County Criminal Court of Tarrant County, Texas;
and except such as have heretofore been conferred
upon the Judge of the County Court at Law of
Tarrant County, Texas.

Sec. 4. The County Criminal Court of Tarrant
County, Texas, or the Judge thereof, shall have the
power to issue writs of habeas corpus and grant
injunctions for the enforcement of the penal laws, in
cases where the offense charged is within the juris-
diction of said Court or any court or tribunal inferi-
or to said Court; and shall also have power to
punish for contempt under such provisions as are
now or may be provided by the general law govern-
ing county courts through the State.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Criminal Court
of Tarrant County, Texas, and the practice therein
and appeals therefrom shall be as prescribed by law
relating to the county courts. The terms of said
County Criminal Court shall be held not less than
four (4) times each year and the Commissioners
Court -of Tarrant County, Texas, shall fix the time
at which said Court shall hold its terms, until the
same may be changed according to law.

Sec. 6. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Tarrant County in accordance with
the law, a Judge of the County Criminal Court,
hereby created, who shall be well informed in the
laws of the State and who shall hold his office until
the next succeeding General Election and until his
successor shall have duly qualified. The Judge of
said Court elected at any General Election shall hold
office for two (2) years and until his successor shall
have duly qualified; provided, that no person shall
be eligible for Judge of said Court unless he shall
be a citizen of the United States and of this State,
who shall have been a practicing lawyer of this
State or a Judge of a court in said State for four (4)
years next preceding his appointment or election,
and who shall have resided in the County of Tarrant
for two (2) years next preceding his appointment or
election.

Sec. 7. The Judge of the County Criminal Court
of Tarrant County, Texas, shall execute a bond and
take the oath of office as required by the law
relating to county Judges.
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Sec. 8. A special Judge of the County Criminal
Court of Tarrant County, Texas, may be appointed
or elected as provided by the laws relating to county
courts and the Judges thereof.

Sec. 9. The County Clerk of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall be the Clerk of the County Criminal
Court of Tarrant County, Texas, the seal of said
Court shall be the same as provided for county
courts, except that the seal shall contain the words
“The County Criminal Court, Tarrant County, Tex-
as.” The Sheriff of Tarrant County, Texas, shall in
person or by deputy, attend said Court when re-
quired by the Judge thereof. As soon as may be
after the passage of this Act the Sheriff of Tarrant
County, Texas, shall appoint two (2) deputy sheriffs
in addition to the staff now authorized for the
sheriff’s office; such two (2) deputy sheriffs shall
conform to the qualifications generally prescribed
for deputy sheriffs. Said two (2) deputy sheriffs
shall receive a salary as fixed by the Commissioners
Court in an amount not exceeding the maximum
salary now authorized for deputy sheriffs, to be
paid monthly out of the County Treasury by the
Commissioners Court from any fund available for
this purpose.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court of Tarrant County, Texas, shall collect the
same fee provided by law for county Judges in
similar cases, all of which shall be paid by him
monthly into the County Treasury, and the Judge of
said Court shall receive a salary as fixed by the
Commissioners Court not to exceed Eight Thousand,
Nine Hundred Dollars ($8,900) per annum, to be
paid monthly out of the County Treasury by the
Commissioners Court; such Judge shall devote his
entire time to the duties of his office, and shall not
engage in the practice of law while in office.

Sec. 11. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court of Tarrant County, Texas, may be removed
from office in the same manner, and for the same
causes as any other county Judge may be removed
under the laws of this State.

Sec. 12. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act there shall be appointed by the Criminal
District Attorney of Tarrant County one (1) Assist-
ant Criminal District Attorney who shall conform to
the qualifications generally prescribed for Assistant
Criminal District Attorneys, such appointment to be
in addition to the staff authorized for the Criminal
District Attorney of Tarrant County at the time of
the passage of this Act. Said additional Assistant
Criminal District Attorney shall receive a salary as
fixed by the Commissioners Court not less than Five
Thousand, Four Hundred Dollars ($5,400) per an-
num, nor more than Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000)
per annum, to be paid monthly out of the County
Treasury by the Commissioners Court from any
funds available for this purpose.

See. 13. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act there shall be appointed by the Criminal
District Attorney of Tarrant County in accordance
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with the law one (1) Criminal Investigator who shall
conform to the qualifications generally prescribed
for Criminal Investigators, such appointment to be
in addition to the staff authorized for the Criminal
District Attorney of Tarrant County at the time of
the passage of this Act. Said additional Criminal
Investigator shall receive a salary as fixed by the
Commissioners Court not less than Three Thousand,
Six Hundred Dollars ($3,600) per annum, nor more
than Four Thousand, Two Hundred Dollars ($4,200)
per annum, plus the usual automobile allowance, to
be paid monthly out of the County Treasury by the
Commissioners Court from any funds available for
this purpose.

Sec. 14. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the Court, jury
and parties, the Judge of the County Criminal Court
of Tarrant County, Texas, shall appoint an official
shorthand reporter, who shall be well skilled in his
profession, shall be a sworn officer of the Court and
who shall hold his office at the pleasure of the
Court; the provisions of the General Laws of Texas
relating to the appointment of stenographers for
the District Courts shall, and is hereby made to
apply in all its provisions, in so far as they are
applicable to the official shorthand reporter herein
authorized to be appointed, and said reporter shall
be entitled to the same fees and salary and shall
perform the same duties and shall take the same
oath as are in said laws provided for the stenogra-
phers of District Courts of this State, and also be
governed by any other laws covering the stenogra-
phers of the District Courts of this State; provided,
that the official shorthand reporter of said Court
shall not be required to take testimony in -cases
where neither party litigant nor the Judge demands
it; but where the testimony is taken by said report-
er a fee of Three Dollars ($3) shall be taxed by the
clerk as costs in the case, the said Three Dollars
($3), when collected, to be paid into the County
Treasury of Tarrant County, Texas.

Sec. 15. As soon as may be after this Act takes
effect the Clerk of the County Court at Law of
Tarrant County, Texas, and the Clerk of the Crimi-
nal District Court of Tarrant County, Texas, and the
Clerk of the Criminal District Court No. 2 of Tar-
rant County, Texas, may transfer to the docket of
the County Criminal Court of Tarrant County, Tex-
as, hereby created, any of the criminal cases then
pending in any of the said Courts and which may
properly come within the jurisdiction of the County
Criminal Court of Tarrant County, Texas, hereby
created, and thereafter the Judge of any of the four
(4) said Courts may, in his discretion, transfer any
cause or causes that may at any time be pending in
his Court to any of the other Courts by an order or
orders entered in the minutes of his Court, provided
however, that the Court to which any such cause is
transferred would have had proper jurisdiction of
such cause or causes if such cause or causes had
been originally instituted in said Court; and the
Judge of the Court to which such transfer or trans-
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fers are made shall dispose of said cause or causes
in the same manner as if such cause or causes were
originally instituted in said Court.

[Acts 1953, 53rd Leg., p. 909, ch. 375.]

Art. 1970-62b. County Criminal Court No. 2 of
Tarrant County

Sec. 1. There shall be created a court to be held
in Tarrant County, Texas, to be known and desig-
nated as “The County Criminal Court No. 1 of
Tarrant County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court No. 1 of Tar-
rant County, Texas, shall have and same is hereby
vested with concurrent jurisdiction within the said
county of all criminal matters and causes, original
and appellate that is now vested in the county
courts having jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases
under the Constitution and Laws of Texas, except
as provided in Section 3 of this Act.

Sec. 8. The County Court of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall retain as heretofore, its jurisdiction as
a juvenile court, the general jurisdiction of a pro-
bate court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians
of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos men-
tis, and habitual drunkards, and grant letters testa-
mentary and of administration, settle accounts of
administrators, executors and guardians, transact
all business pertaining to deceased persons, minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and
common drunkards, including the settlements, parti-
tion and distribution of the estates of deceased
persons; - and of apprenticing minors as provided by
law. The County Judge of Tarrant County shall be
the Judge of the County Court of Tarrant County,
Texas, and all ex officio duties of the County Judge
shall be exercised by the said Judge of the said
County Court, except in so far as the same shall, by
this Act, be committed to the Judge of the County
Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas; and
except such as have heretofore been conferred upon
the Judges of the County Courts at Law, and the
County Criminal Court of Tarrant County.

Sec. 4. The County Criminal Court No. 1 of Tar-
rant County, Texas, or the Judge thereof shall have
the power to issue writs of habeas corpus and grant
injunctions for the enforcement of the penal laws, in
.cases where the offense charged is within the juris-
diction of said court or any court or tribunal inferior
to said court; and shall also have power to punish
for contempt under such provisions as are now or
may be provided by the General Law governing
County Courts throughout the state.

Sec. 5. The terms of the County Criminal Court
No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, and the practice
therein and appeals therefrom shall be prescribed
by law relating to the county courts. The terms of
said County Criminal Court No. 1, shall be held not
less than four (4) times each year and the Commis-
sioners Court of Tarrant County, Texas, shall fix
the time at which said court shall hold its terms,
until the same may be changed according to law.
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Sec. 6. As soon as possible after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Tarrant County in accordance with
the law, a Judge of the County Criminal Court No.
1, hereby created, who shall be well-informed in the
laws of the state and who shall hold his office until
the next succeeding General Election and until his
successor shall have duly qualified. The Judge of
said court elected at any General Election shall hold
office for four (4) years and until his successor shall
have duly qualified; provided, that no person shall
be eligible for Judge of said court unless he shall be
a citizen of the United States and of this state, who
shall have been a practicing lawyer of this state or a
Judge of a court in said state for four (4) years next
preceding his appointment or election, and who shall
have resided in the County of Tarrant for two (2)
years next preceding his appointment or election.

Sec. 7. The Judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall execute a
bond and take the oath of office as required by the
law relating to County Judges.

Sec. 8. A special Judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, may be
appointed or elected as provided by the laws relat-
ing to County Courts and the Judges thereof.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of Tarrant County, Tex-
as, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal Court
No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, the seal of said
court shall be the same as provided for County
Courts, except that the seal shall contain the words
“The County Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant Coun-
ty, Texas.” The sheriff of Tarrant County, Texas,
shall in person or by deputy, attend said court when
required by the Judge thereof.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall collect
the same fee provided by law for County Judges in
similar cases, all of which shall be paid by him
monthly into the County Treasury, and the Judge of
said court shall receive a salary as fixed by the
Commissioners Court to be paid monthly out of the
County Treasury by the Commissioners Court; such
Judge shall devote his entire time to the duties of
his office, and shall not engage in the practice of
the law while in office.

Sec. 11. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, may be
removed from office in the same manner, and for
the same causes as any other County Judge may be
removed under the laws of this state.

Sec. 12. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the Judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall appoint an
official shorthand reporter, who shall be well-skilled
in his profession, shall be a sworn officer of the
court and who shall hold his office at the pleasure
of the court; the provisions of the General Laws of
Texas relating to the appointment of stenographers
for the District Courts shall, and is hereby made to
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apply in all its provisions, in so far as they are
applicable to the.official shorthand reporter herein
authorized to be appointed, and said reporter shall
be entitled to the same fees and salary and shall
perform the same duties and shall take the same
oath as are in said laws provided for the stenogra-
phers of District Courts of this state, and also be
governed by any other laws covering the stenogra-
phers of the District Courts of this state.

Sec. 18. After this Act shall become effective,
the Judge of the County Criminal Court of Tarrant
County and the Judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 1 of Tarrant County shall together with the
clerk of said courts, make a just and fair division of
the cases pending on the docket of the County
Criminal Court of Tarrant County, and after such
division is made the clerk of the County Criminal
Court of Tarrant County shall transfer to the dock-
et of the County Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant
County all cases allotted to said County Criminal
Court No. 1 of Tarrant County in the division so
made by said Judges and the County Clerk shall
retain the remaining cases on the docket of the
County Criminal Court of Tarrant County. For the
balance of the month in which the County Criminal
Court No. 1 of Tarrant County is created and be-
comes operative, all cases shall be filed in said
court, and during the next succeeding month all
cases shall be filed in the County Criminal Court of
Tarrant County, and thereafter the filings shall
alternate each month as between said courts.

Provided that the Judge of each court shall, by
agreement with the other Judge, have authority to
transfer any case pending for trial from the docket
of such court to the docket of such other court, and
during the absence, illness, or inability of either
Judge to preside in his own court the Judge of the
other court shall be and is hereby authorized to act
for such Judge absent for any of the above reasons
in the trial or other disposition of cases on the
docket of such other court.

[Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 86, ch. 50. Amended by Acts
1961, 57th Leg., p. 1017, ch. 444, § 1]

Art. 1970-62¢. County Criminal Court No. 3 of
Tarrant County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created a county court to
be held in and for Tarrant County, Texas, to be
called the County Criminal Court No. 3 of Tarrant
County, Texas.

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court No. 8 of Tar-
rant County shall have, and same is hereby vested
with, concurrent jurisdiction within said County of
all eriminal matters and causes, original and appel-
late, that are now vested in the county courts hav-
ing jurisdiction in civil and eriminal cases under the
Constitution and laws of Texas. Each of the Coun-
ty Criminal Courts Nos. 8 and 4 of Tarrant County
have concurrent jurisdiction within the County of all
appeals from criminal convictions under the laws of
the State of Texas and the municipal ordinances of
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the municipalities located in Tarrant County that
are appealed from the justice courts and municipal
courts in the County. The county clerk of Tarrant
County shall alternatively file the appeals from the
justice and municipal courts from convictions under
the laws of the State and the ordinances of the
municipalities in the County Criminal Court No. 3
and the County Criminal Court No. 4, regardless of
the court or the judge to which the cases are
addressed.

Sec. 3. Repealed by Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 802,
ch. 360, § 4, eff. Aug. 27, 1979.

Sec. 4. The County Court of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall retain, as heretofore, its jurisdiction as
a juvenile court and its general jurisdiction as a
probate court. It shall probate wills, appoint guard-
ians of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos
mentis and habitual drunkards, grant letters testa-
mentary and of administration, settle accounts of
administrators, executors and guardians, and trans-
act all business pertaining to deceased persons,
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and common drunkards, including the settlement,
partition and distribution of the estates of deceased
persons and the apprenticing of minors as provided
by law. The county judge of Tarrant County, Tex-
as, shall be judge of the County Court of Tarrant
County, Texas, and all ex officio duties of the coun-
ty judge shall be exercised by the said judge of said
County Court except insofar as the same shall, by
this Act, be committed to the judge of the County
Criminal Court No. 3 of Tarrant County, Texas, and
except such as have heretofore been conferred upon
the judge of the County Court at Law of Tarrant
County, Texas. .

See. 5. The County Criminal Court No. 3 of Tar-
rant County, Texas, or the judge thereof, shall have
the power to issue writs of habeas corpus and grant
injunctions for the enforcement of the penal laws in
cases where the offense charged is within the juris-
diction of said Court or any court or tribunal inferi-
or to said Court, and shall also have power to
punish for contempt under such provisions as are
now or may be provided by the General Law gov-
erning County Courts throughout the State.

Sec. 6. The terms of the County Criminal Court
No. 3 of Tarrant County, Texas, and the practice
therein and appeals therefrom shall be as prescribed
by law relating to the County Courts. The terms of
said County Criminal Court No. 8 shall be held not
less than four (4) times each year, and the Commis-
sioners Court of Tarrant County, Texas, shall fix
the time at which said Court shall hold its terms
until the same may be changed according to law.

Sec. 7. As soon as may be after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Tarrant County, in accordance with
the law, a judge of the County Criminal Court No. 3
hereby created, who shall be well informed in the
laws of the State and who shall hold his office until
the next succeeding General Election and until his
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sueccessor shall have duly qualified. At the next
General Election there shall be elected a judge of
the County Criminal Court No. 3 who shall hold
office for the unexpired term. The judges of said
Court elected at the General Election in 1966 and
thereafter shall hold office for four (4) years and
until their successors shall have duly qualified; pro-
vided that no person shall be eligible for judge of
said Court unless he shall be a citizen of the United
States and of this State who shall have been a
practicing lawyer of this State or a judge of a Court
in said State for four (4) years next preceding his
appointment or election, and who shall have resided
in the County of Tarrant for two (2) years next
preceding his appointment or election.

Sec. 8. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 3 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall execute a
bond and take the oath of office as required by the
law relating to county judges.

Sec. 9. A special judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 8 of Tarrant County, Texas, may be
appointed or elected as provided by the laws relat-
ing to County Courts and the judges thereof.

Sec. 10. The County Clerk of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal
Court No. 3 of Tarrant County, Texas. The seal of
said Court shall be the same as provided for County
Courts except that the seal shall contain the words
“The County Criminal Court No. 3 of Tarrant Coun-
ty, Texas.” The sheriff of Tarrant County, Texas,
shall in person or by deputy, attend said Court when
required by the judge thereof.

Sec. 11. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 3 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall collect the
same fee provided by law for county judges in
similar cases, all of which shall be paid by him
monthly into the County Treasury, and the judge of
said Court shall receive a salary of Twelve Thou-
sand Dollars ($12,000) per annum, to be paid month-
ly out of the County Treasury by the Commission-
ers Court; such judge shall not engage in the
practice of law while in office.

Sec. 12, The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 3 of Tarrant County, Texas, may be removed
from office in the same manner, and for the same
causes as any other county judge may be removed
under the laws of this State.

Sec. 13. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the Court, jury
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 3 of Tarrant County, Texas, shall appoint an
official shorthand reporter, who shall be well skilled
in his profession, shall be a sworn officer of the
Court and who shall hold his office at the pleasure
of the Court; the provisions of the General Laws of
Texas relating to the appointment of stenographers
for the District Courts shall, and is hereby made to,
apply in all its provisions insofar as they are appli-
cable to the official shorthand reporter herein au-
thorized to be appointed, and said reporter shall be
entitled to the same fees and salary and shall per-
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form the same duties and take the same oath as are
in said laws provided for the stenographers of Dis-
triet Courts of this State, and he shall also be
governed by any other laws covering the stenogra-
phers of the District Courts of this State; provided
that the official shorthand reporter of said Court
shall not be required to take testimony in cases
where neither party litigant nor the judge demands
it, but where the testimony is taken by said report-
er, a fee of Three Dollars ($3) shall be taken by the
clerk as costs in the case, the said Three Dollars
($3), when collected, shall be paid into the County
Treasury of Tarrant County, Texas. :

Sec. 14. As soon as may be after this Act takes
effect, the clerk of the County Criminal Court of
Tarrant County, Texas, and the clerk of the County
Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant County, Texas, may
transfer to the docket of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 of Tarrant County, Texas, hereby created, any
of the criminal cases then pending in the County
Criminal Court of Tarrant County, Texas, and the
County Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant County,
Texas, and thereafter the judge of either of said
Courts may, in his discretion, transfer any cause or
causes that may at any time be pending in his Court
to the other Courts by an order or orders entered in
the minutes of his Court, and the judge of the Court
to which such transfer or transfers are made shall -
dispose of said cause or causes in the same manner
as if such cause or causes were originally instituted
in said Court.

Sec. 15. Thejudge of the County Criminal Court
of Tarrant County, Texas, and the judge of the
County Criminal Court No, 1 of Tarrant County,
Texas, and the judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 8 of Tarrant County, Texas, may, in their dis-
cretion, exchange benches and sit and hear cases in
the Court in which the case or proceeding is then
pending, and try or otherwise dispose of same.

Sec. 16. The County Criminal Court of Tarrant
County, Texas, and the County Criminal Court No. 1
of Tarrant County, Texas, shall hereafter be re-
ferred to and known as the County Criminal Court
No. 1 of Tarrant County, and the County Criminal
Court No. 2 of Tarrant County, respectively and all
references in this Act or existing laws to the County
Criminal Court of Tarrant County or the County
Criminal Court No. 1 of Tarrant County shall, here-
after, refer to the County Criminal Court No. 1 of
Tarrant County and County Criminal Court No. 2 of
Tarrant County respectively.

Sece. 17. All laws and parts of laws in conflict
with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed
to the extent of such conflict only. As to all other
laws and parts of laws, this Act shall be cumulative.

Sec. 18. If any Section, paragraph, sentence,
clause, phrase or word contained in this Act shall be
held unconstitutional by the Courts of this State,
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the invalidity of such portion of the Act shall not be
construed to affect any other part of the Act.

[Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 682, ch. 251. Amended by Acts
1979, 66th Leg., p. 800, ch. 360, §§ 1, 4, eff. Aug. 27, 1979.]

Section 3 of the 1979 amendatory act provided:

“When-this Act becomes effective, the judges of the County
Criminal Court No. 3 of Tarrant County and the County Criminal
Court No. 4 of Tarrant County, together with the clerk of the
courts, shall make a just and fair division of all the cases pending
on the dockets of those courts, including those cases appealed-from
criminal convictions under the laws of the State of Texas and the
municipal ordinances of the municipalities located in Tarrant Coun-
ty that were appealed from the justice courts and the municipal
courts in the county. After the division is made, the clerk of the
courts shall transfer to the docket of each court all cases allotted
to the court in the division made by the judges. In cases transfer-
red as provided by this Act, all processes, writs, bonds, recogni-
zances or other obligations issued or made in the cases shall be
returned to and filed in the court to which transfer is made. All
bonds executed and recognizances entered into in those cases shall
bind the parties for their appearance or to fulfill the obligations of
such bonds or recognizances at the terms of the court to which the
cases are {ransferred as fixed by law. All processes issued or
returned before transfer of the cases as well as all bonds and
recognizances before taken in the cases shall be valid and binding
as though originally issued out of the court to which the transfer is
made.”

Art. 1970-62d. County Criminal Court No. 4 of
Tarrant County

Sec. 1. There is created a county court to be
held in and for Tarrant County to be called the
County Criminal Court No. 4 of Tarrant County.

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court No. 4 of Tar-
rant County shall have and same is vested with
concurrent jurisdiction within the county of all crim-
inal matters and causes, original and appellate, that
is vested in the county courts having jurisdiction in
criminal cases under the constitution and laws of
Texas. Each of the County Criminal Courts Nos. 3
and 4 of Tarrant County have concurrent jurisdie-
tion within the county of all appeals from criminal
convictions under the laws of the State of Texas and
the municipal ordinances of the municipalities locat-
ed in Tarrant County that are appealed from the
justice courts and municipal courts in the county.
The county clerk of Tarrant County shall alternate-
ly file the appeals from the justice and municipal
courts from convictions under the laws of the state
and the ordinances of the municipalities in the Coun-
ty Criminal Court No. 3 and the County Criminal
Court No. 4 regardless of the court or the judge to
which the cases are addressed.

Sec. 3. The County Criminal Court No. 4 of Tar-
rant County, or its judge, has the power to issue
writs of injunction and all writs necessary for the
enforcement of the jurisdiction of the court. It may
issue writs of habeas corpus in cases where the
offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the
court or of any other court of inferior jurisdiction in
the county. The court and judge have the power to
punish for contempt as prescribed by law for county
courts. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 4 has all other powers, duties, immunities, and
privileges provided by law for county court judges.
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Sec. 4. The terms of tie County Criminal Court
No. 4 of Tarrant County and the practice therein
and appeals therefrom shall be as prescribed by law
relating to the county courts. The terms of the
County Criminal Court No. 4 shall be held not less
than four times each year, and the Commissioners
Court of Tarrant County shall fix the time at which
the court shall hold its terms until the same may be
changed according to law.

Sec. 5. As soon as possible after the passage of
this Act, there shall be appointed by the Commis-
sioners Court of Tarrant County a judge of the
County Criminal Court No. 4, who shall be well
informed in the laws of the state and who shall hold
his office until the next succeeding general election
and until his successor has qualified. At the next
general election, there shall be elected a judge of
the County Criminal Court No. 4 who shall hold
office for the unexpired term. The judge of the
court elected at the general election in 1978 and
thereafter shall hold office for four years and until
his successor has qualified. No person is eligible to
be judge of the court unless he is a citizen of the
United States and of this state who has been a
practicing lawyer of this state or a judge of a court
in this state for four years next preceding his
appeintment or election, and who shall have resided
in the County of Tarrant for two years next preced-
ing his appointment or election.

Sec. 6. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 4 of Tarrant County shall execute a bond and
take the oath of office as required by the law
relating to county judges.

Sec. 7. A special judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 4 of Tarrant County may be appointed or
elected as provided by the laws relating to County
Courts and the judges thereof.

Sec. 8. The County Clerk of Tarrant County,
Texas, shall be the clerk of the County Criminal
Court No. 4 of Tarrant County. The seal of the
court shall be the same as provided for county
courts except that the seal shall contain the words
“The County Criminal Court No. 4, Tarrant County,
Texas.” The sheriff of Tarrant County shall in
person or by deputy attend the court when required
by the judge thereof.

Sec. 9. The judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 4 of Tarrant County shall collect the same fees
provided by law for county judges in similar cases,
all of which shall be paid by him monthly into the
county treasury. The judge of the County Criminal
Court No. 4 shall receive the same compensation as
provided by law and fixed by the commissioners
court for the judges of the County Criminal Courts
Nos. 1, 2, and 3 of Tarrant County, to be paid
monthly out of the county treasury by the commis-
sioners court. The judge shall not engage in the
practice of law while in office.

Sec. 10. The judge of the County Criminal Court

No. 4 of Tarrant County may be removed from
office in the same manner and for the same causes
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as any other county judge may be removed under
the laws of this state.

Sec. 11. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judge of the County Criminal Court
No. 4 of Tarrant County shall appoint an official
shorthand reporter, who shall be well skilled in his
profession, shall be a sworn officer of the court, and
who shall hold his office at the pleasure of the
court. The provisions of the general laws of Texas
relating to the appointment of stenographers for
the district courts shall apply in all their provisions,
insofar as they are applicable, to the official short-
hand reporter herein authorized to be appointed,
and the reporter is entitled to the same fees and
salary and shall perform the same duties and shall
take the same oath as provided for the stenogra-
phers of district courts of this state, and shall be
governed by any other laws covering the stenogra-
phers of the district courts of this state.

Sec. 12. After this Act becomes effective, the
judges of the County Criminal Courts Nos. 1, 2, 3,
and 4 of Tarrant County shall make a just and fair
division of the cases pending on the dockets of the
County Criminal Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and after
such division is made the clerk shall transfer to the

docket of the County Criminal Court No. 4 of Tar--

rant County all cases allotted to the County Crimi-
nal Court No. 4 of Tarrant County in the division so
made by the judges. Thereafter, the judge of a
county criminal court in Tarrant County may, in his
discretion, transfer any cause that may at any time
be pending in his court to the other courts by an
order or orders entered in the minutes of his court.
However, no case may be transferred from one
court to another court without the consent of the
judge of the court to which it is transferred, and no
case may be transferred unless it is within the
jurisdiction of the court to which it is transferred.
The judge of the court to which such transfer or
transfers are made shall dispose of the cause or
causes in the same manner as if such cause or
causes were originally instituted in that court. In
cases transferred to any one of the county criminal
courts in Tarrant County, as provided in this Act, all
process extant at the time of the transfer shall be
returned to and filed in the court to which the
transfer is made, and shall be as valid and binding
as though originally issued out of the court to which
the transfer is made.

Sec. 13. The judges of the County Criminal
Courts Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Tarrant County may, in
their discretion, exchange benches and sit and hear
cases in the court in which the case or proceeding is
then pending, and try or otherwise dispose of same.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1844, ch. 574, eff. Sept. 1, 1975.
Amended by Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 801, ch. 360, § 2, eff.
Aug. 21, 1979.]

Section 3 of the 1979 amendatory act provided for the division of
cases pending on the dockets of County Criminal Courts Nos. 3 and

4 upon the effective date of the amendment; see note under art.
1970-62c.

COURTS—COUNTY

Art. 1970-62¢

Art. 1970~62e. County Criminal Courts Nos. 5
and 6 of Tarrant County

Creation

Sec. 1. The County Criminal Court No. 5 of Tar-
rant County and the County Criminal Court No. 6 of
Tarrant County are created on the dates determined
as provided by Section 18 of this Act.

Jurisdiction

Sec. 2. A court created by this Act has concur-
rent jurisdiction within the county of all criminal
matters and causes, original and appellate, that is
vested in the county courts having jurisdiction in
criminal cases under the constitution and laws of
Texas. A court created by this Act has concurrent
jurisdiction within the county of all appeals from
criminal convictions under the laws of this state and
the munieipal ordinances of the municipalities locat-
ed in Tarrant County that are appealed from the
justice courts and municipal courts in the county.
The county clerk of Tarrant County shall alternate-
ly file the appeals from the justice and municipal
courts from convictions under the laws of this state
and the ordinances of the municipalities in the Coun-
ty Criminal Court No. 3, County Criminal Court No.
4, and the courts created by this Act, regardless of
the court or the judge to which a case is addressed.

Writ Power

Sec. 3. A court created by this Act or its judge,
has the power to issue writs of injunction and all
writs necessary for the enforcement of the jurisdie-
tion of the court.. It may issue writs of habeas
corpus in cases in which the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of the court or of any other
court of inferior jurisdiction in the county. The
court and judge have the power to punish for con-
tempt as prescribed by law for county courts. The
judge of a court created by this Act has all other
powers, duties, immunities, and privileges provided
by law for county court judges.

Terms

Sec. 4. The terms of the courts created by this
Act and the practice in those courts and appeals
from them are as prescribed by law relating to the
county courts. The courts created by this Act shall
hold at least four terms each year, and the Commis-
sioners Court of Tarrant County shall fix the time
at which the courts shall hold terms until the terms
are changed according to law.

Judge

Sec. 5. (a) Beginning at the first general elec-
tion following creation of a court under this Act at
which county court at law judges are regularly
elected, and every four years thereafter, the quali-
fied voters of the county shall elect a judge for the
court. The judge serves until his successor is elect-
ed and has qualified.
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(b) The commissioners court shall appoint a per-
son to fill a vacancy in the office of the judge of a
court created by this Act. The appointee holds
office until the next succeeding general election and
until his successor is elected and has qualified.

(¢} A judge must be a citizen of the United States
and of this state who has been a practicing lawyer
of this state or a judge of a court in this state for
four years next preceding his appointment or elec-
tion, and must have resided in Tarrant County for
two years next preceding his appointment or elec-
tion.

Bond

Sec. 6. The judge of a court created by this Act
shall execute a bond and take the oath of office as
required by law relating to county judges.

Special Judge

Sec. 7. A special judge of a court created by this
Act may be appointed or elected as provided by the
laws relating to appointment of a special county
judge.

Clerk

Sec. 8. The 'county clerk serves as the clerk of
the courts created by this Act.

Seal

Sec. 9. The seal of the courts created by this
Act shall be the same as provided for county courts
except that the seals shall contain the words “The
County Criminal Court No. 5, Tarrant County, Tex-
as,” and “The County Criminal Court No. 6, Tarrant
County, Texas.”

Sheriff

Sec. 10. The sheriff of Tarrant County shall in
person or by deputy attend the courts if required by
the judge of a court.

! Fees

by
Sec. 11. The judges-of the courts created by this
Act shall collect the same fees provided by law for
county judges in similar cases. The judges shall
pay the fees monthly into the county treasury.

Compensation

Sec. 12. The judges of the courts created by this
Act are entitled to receive the same compensation
as provided by law and fixed by the commissioners
court for the other judges of the county criminal
courts of Tarrant County. The commissioners court
shall pay the salary monthly out of the county
treasury.

Private Practice

Sec. 13. The judges may not engage in the prac-
tice of law while in office.
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Removal of Judge

Sec. 14. The judge of a court created by this Act
may be removed from office in the same manner
and for the same causes that a county judge may be
removed under the laws of this state.

Shorthand Reporter

Sec. 15. For the purpose of preserving a record
in all cases for the information of the court, jury,
and parties, the judges of the county eriminal courts
created by this Act shall each appoint an official
shorthand reporter, who must be well skilled in his
profession. The reporter is a sworn officer of the
court who holds his' office at the pleasure of the
court. The general law relating to stenographers
for district courts applies to the official shorthand
reporter. A reporter is entitled to the same fees
and salary and shall perform the same duties and
shall take the same oath as provided for the stenog-
raphers of district courts.

Transfer of Cases

Sec. 16. The judge of a county criminal court in
Tarrant County may transfer any case that is pend-
ing in his court to another county criminal court by
an order entered in the minutes of his court. How-
ever, a case may not be transferred from one court -
to another court without the consent of the judge of
the court to which it is transferred, and a case may
not be transferred unless it is within the jurisdiction
of the court to which it is transferred. The judge of
the court to which a transfer is made shall dispose
of the case in the same manner as if the case were
originally instituted in that court. In cases trans-
ferred to a county criminal court in Tarrant County,
as provided in this Act, all process extant at the
time of the transfer shall be returned to and filed in
the court to which the transfer is made, and shall be
as valid and binding as though originally issued out
of the court to which the transfer is made.

Exchange of Benches

Sec. 17. The judges of the county criminal
courts of Tarrant County may exchange benches
and sit and hear cases in the court in which the case
or proceeding is pending and may try or otherwise
dispose of the case or proceeding.

Date of Creation

Sec. 18. (a) The County Criminal Court No. 5 of
Tarrant County is created on January 1, 1984, or on
an earlier date determined by the commissioners
court by an order entered on its minutes.

(b) The County Criminal Court No. 6 of Tarrant
County is created on January 1, 1986, or on an
earlier date determined by the commissioners court
by an order entered on its minutes.

Initial Appointment of Judge

See. 19. The commissioners court shall appoint a
person to fill the vacancy existing on the creation of
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the office of judge as provided by Section 5(b) of
this Act.

Initial Transfer of Cases

Sec. 20. After a court is created under this Act,
the judges of the county criminal courts of Tarrant
County shall make a fair division of the cases pend-
ing on the dockets of those courts. At the judges’
direction the clerk shall transfer cases to the court
created by this Act.

Effective Date

Sec. 21. This Act takes effect September 1,
1983.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p . 5528, ch. 1043, eff. Sept. 1, 1983.]

BEXAR COUNTY
Art. 1970-63. Creation

That there is hereby created a court to be held in
Bexar county, Texas, to be called the “County Court
of Bexar County for Civil Cases.” !

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 1.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-64. Jurisdiction of Said Court

The county court of Bexar county for civil cases !
shall have exclusive jurisdiction of all civil matters
and causes, original and appellate, over which, by
the general laws of the State of Texas, the county
court of said county would have jurisdiction, except
as provided in section 38 of this Act? and all civil
cases other than probate matters, and such as are
provided in section 3 of this Act, be, and the same
are hereby transferred to the county court of Bexar
county for civil cases; and all civil writs and pro-
cesses, heretofore issued by or out of said county
court, other than pertaining to matters over which,
by section 3 of this Act, jurisdiction remains in the
county court of Bexar county, be, and the same are
hereby made returnable to the county court of
Bexar county for civil cases.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 2]
1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,

Texas. See article 1970-301.
2 Article 1970-65.

Art. 1970-65. Jurisdiction Retained by County
Court of Bexar County

The county court of Bexar county shall retain, as
heretofore, the jurisdiction of all criminal cases, the
forfeiture of bonds in criminal cases and all proceed-
ings in relation thereto; of all cases of eminent
domain; the general jurisdiction of a probate court;
it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and
common drunkards, grant letters testamentary and
of administration, settle accounts of administrators,
executors and guardians; transact all business per-
taining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics,
persons non compos mentis, and common drunk-
ards, including the settlement, partition and distri-
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bution of estates of deceased persons, and to ap-
prentice minors as provided by law. The county
judge of Bexar county shall be the judge of the
county court of Bexar county, and all ex officio
duties of the county judge shall be exercised by the
said judge of the county court of Bexar county,
except in so far as the same shall, by this Act, be
committed to the judge of the county court of Bexar
county for civil cases.! The county judge of Bexar
county shall retain authority to try all applications
for liquor licenses, and shall approve all liquor
bonds as may be provided by law. He shall also
retain jurisdiction of the juvenile court.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 3.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-66. Both Courts May Issue Writs

The said county court of Bexar county for civil
cases ! or the judge thereof, shall have the power to
issue writs of injunctions, sequestration, attach-
ment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas, manda-
mus, and all other writs necessary to the enforce-
ment of the jurisdiction of said court; and also
power to punish for contempt under such provisions
as are or may be provided by the general law
governing county courts throughout the state, and
to issue writs of habeas corpus in cases within the
jurisdiction of said court.

fActs 1911, p. 15, § 4.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-67. Terms, Practice, etc.

The terms of the county court of Bexar county
for civil cases,! and the practice therein, and appeals
and writs of error therefrom, shall be as prescribed
by laws relating to county courts. The terms of the
county court of Bexar county for civil cases ! shall
be held as follows: Beginning on the first Mondays
in January, March, May, July, September and No-
vember of each year, and may continue until the
business thereof is disposed of.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 5.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-68. Judge to be Elected When, etc.;
Qualification; Term

There shall be elected in said county by the quali-
fied voters thereof, at each general election, a judge
of the county court of Bexar county for civil cases,!
who shall be learned in the laws of the state, who
shall hold his office for two years, and until his
successor shall have been duly qualified.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 6.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301. ’
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Art. 1970-69. Bond and Oath of Judge

The judge of the county court of Bexar county for
civil cases! shall execute a bond in the sum of
$5,000.00, and take the oath of office as required by
the law relating to county judges.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 7.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-70. Special Judge Elected or Appoint-
ed How

A special judge of the county court of Bexar
county for civil cases ! may be appointed or elected
as provided by laws relating to county courts, and
to the judges thereof.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 8.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-71. Clerk of; Seal; Sheriff to Attend
When, etc.

The county clerk of Bexar county shall be the
clerk of the county court of Bexar county for civil
cases.! The seal of said court shall be the same as
that provided for county courts, except that the seal
shall contain the words “County Court of Bexar
County for Civil Cases.” The sheriff of Bexar
county shall in person or by deputy attend the court
when required by the judge thereof.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 9.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-72. Selection, etc. of Juries

The jurisdiction and authority now vested by law
in the county court of Bexar county for the selec-
tion and service of jurors shall be exercised by each
of the two courts within their jurisdiction.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 10.]

Art. 1970-73. Vacancies in Office of Judge, How
Filled; Appointment of First Judge

Any vacancy in the office of the judge of the
court created by this Act may be filled by the
commissioners court of Bexar county until the next
general election. The commissioners court of Bexar
county shall, as soon as may be after this Act shall
take effect, appoint a judge of the county court of
Bexar county for civil cases,! who shall serve until
the next general election, and until his successor
shall be duly elected and qualified. '

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 11.]

1 Name changed to County Court ét Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-74. Fees; Salary of Judge

The judge of the county court of Bexar county for
civil cases ! shall collect the same fees provided by
law for county judges in similar cases, all of which
shall be paid by him monthly into the county trea-
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sury, and he shall receive a salary of three thousand
dollars ($3,000.00) annually, to be paid monthly out
of the county treasury by the commissioners court.
The county judge of Bexar county shall receive in
addition to the other fees allowed by law, a salary
for the ex officio duties of his office of not less than
$100.00 per month.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 12

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301.

Art. 1970-75. Removal of Judge

The judge of the county court of Bexar county for
civil cases ! may be removed from office in the same
manner and for the same causes as any other coun-
ty judge may be removed under the laws of this
state.

[Acts 1911, p. 15, § 13.]

1 Name changed to County Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas. See article 1970-301. .

Art. 1970-75a. Practice and Administration of
Courts

Rotational Filing Required

See. 1. (a) On and after the effective date of
this Act, the County Clerk of Bexar County shall,
with respect to cases addressed to one of the county
courts at law of Bexar County and regardless of the
court or judge to which they are addressed, file the
cases alternately in the county courts at law of
Bexar County, starting with the County Court at
Law No. 1, of Bexar County, and continuing with
the County Court at Law No. 2, of Bexar County,
and so forth.

(b) The rotational filing requirement of Subsec-
tion (a) of this Section does not apply to appeals in
criminal cases.

(c) The county clerk’s failure to comply with Sub-
section (a) of this Section does not affect any action
taken with regard to a case filed with one of the
county courts at law of Bexar County.

Presiding Judge

Sec. 2. (a) The judges of the county courts at
law of Bexar County shall, in January and July of
each year, select by majority vote one of their
number as presiding judge. The selection may be
cancelled, and another judge selected, at any time,
by majority vote. Each judge shall enter on the
minutes of his court an order reciting each selection
of a presiding judge.

(b) The presiding judge of the county courts at
law of Bexar County may assign any case pending
in one of the county courts at law to another county
court at law and such case shall be transferred and
tried in accordance with the assignment. The pre-
siding judge may also assign one of the judges of
the county courts at law to another court, or to try
a particular case pending in another court, and the
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judge assigned shall sit or try the case as request-
ed.

Rules of Practice

Sec. 3. The judges may also adopt rules, not
inconsistent with the Texas Rules of Civil Proce-
dure, and the code of Criminal Procedure for prac-
tice in the county courts at law of Bexar County. A
rule may only be adopted by majority vote of the
judges and upon adoption shall be entered verbatim
on the minutes of each of the county courts at law.
The County Clerk of Bexar County shall supply
copies of the adopted rules to every interested per-
son.

[Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 1017, ch. 502, eff. Aug. 30, 1965.]

HARRIS COUNTY

Art. 1970-76. Creation

That there is hereby created a court to be held in
Harris county, to be called the county court of
Harris county for civil cases.!

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 1.]

1Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-77.

Art. 1970-77. County Civil Court at Law No. 1

The County Court at Law of Harris County, Tex-
as, shall hereafter be known as “County Civil Court
at Law No. 1,” and the seal of said Court shall
hereafter be the same as that provided by law for
county courts, except that the seal shall contain the
words: “County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas.”

That wherever the name “County Court for Civil
Cases” or “County Court at Law of Harris County,
Texas,” appears in any portion of this Act creating
said Court it shall hereafter be understood to mean
“County Civil Court at Law No. 1.”

[Acts 1913, p. 10, & 1. Amended by Acts 1961, 57th Leg.,
p. 1073, ch. 481, § 2.]

Art. 1970-78. Change of Name Not to Affect
Court, Except, etc.; Judges, Officers,
Process and Returns

The change in the name of said court shall in no
way or manner, other than is provided in this Act,
affect the officers or judge of said court, their
compensation or tenure of office, and shall, in no
way or manner, affect the process of said court
already issued. The judge and officers now serving
said county court of Harris county for civil cases,
shall continue to serve said court under its changed
name to the same effect to all things as if the name
had not been changed. All process heretofore is-
sued out of said county court for civil cases and all
returns thereon shall in all things be treated and
‘considered as if the name of said court had not been
changed.

[Acts 1913, p. 10, § 2.]
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Art. 1970-81

Art. 1970-79. Jurisdiction of Said Court

The county court of Harris county for civil cases !
shall have jurisdiction in all civil matters and caus-
es, original and appellate, over which, by the gener-
al laws of the state of Texas, the county court of
said county would have jurisdiction, except as pro-
vided in section three (3) of this Act,? and all civil
cases other than probate matters and such as are
provided in section three (3) of this Act, be and the
same are hereby transferred to the county court of
Harris county for civil cases, and all civil writs and
processes heretofore issued by or out of said county
court other than pertaining to matters over which,
by section three (3) of this Act, jurisdiction remains
in the county court of Harris county be and the
same are hereby made returnable to the county
court of Harris county for civil cases. The jurisdie-
tion of the county court of Harris county for civil
cases and of the judge thereof shall extend to all
matters of eminent domain of which jurisdiction has
been heretofore vested in the county court of Harris
county or in the county judge thereof, but this
provision shall not affect the jurisdiction of the
commissioners court or of the county judge of Har-
ris county as the presiding officer of such commis-
sioners court, as to roads, bridges, and public high-
ways, and matters of eminent domain which are
now within the jurisdiction of the commissioners
court or the judge thereof.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 2]
1 Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris

Cournty, Texas. See article 1970-77.
2 Article 1970-81.

Art. 1970-80. Jurisdiction Continued, etc.

The County Court at Law of Harris County, Tex-
as, shall have all the jurisdiction heretofore con-
ferred upon it under the name of the County Court
of Harris County for civil cases, and its judge shall
have all the powers heretofore conferred upon the
judge of the County Court of Harris County for civil
cases; provided, however, that said court shall have
no jurisdiction over any of those ! matters the juris-
diction over which is vested exclusively in the Coun-
ty Court of Harris County or the judge thereof.
[Acts 1913, p. 10, § 3. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg.,
p. 44, ch. 16, & 1.]

180 in enrolled bill. Session Laws read “these.”

Art. 1970-81. Jurisdiction Retained by County
Court of Harris County

The county judge! of Harris county shall retain
as heretofore, the general jurisdiction of a probate
court; it shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and common drunkards, grant letters testamentary
and of administration, settle accounts of executors,
administrators and guardians, transact all business
pertaining to deceased persons, and to hear and
determine all matters affecting juvenile offenders,
minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis,
and common drunkards, including the settlement,



Art. 1970-81

partition and distribution of estates of deceased
persons, and shall have jurisdiction to hear and
determine all matters relating to or arising out of
the granting or revoking of liquor licenses, and all
matters appertaining thereto; and to apprentice mi-
nors as provided by law, and the said court, or the
judge thereof, shall have the power to issue writs of
injunctions, mandamus, and all writs necessary to
the enforcement of the jurisdiction of said court,
and also to punish contempts under such provisions
as are or may be provided by general law governing
county courts throughout the state; but said county
court of Harris county shall have no other jurisdic-
tion, civil or criminal. The county judge of Harris
county shall be the judge of the county court of
Harris county, and all ex officio duties of the county
judge shall be exercised by the said judge of the
county court of Harris county, except in so far as
the same shall by this Act be committed to the
judge of the county court of Harris county for civil
cases.?

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 3.]

180 in enrolled bill. Should probably read “court”.
2Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-71.

Art. 1970-82. Both Courts May Issue Writs

Both the said county court of Harris county and
the county court of Harris county for civil cases ! or
either of the judges thereof, shall have the power to
issue writs of injunction, sequestration, attachment,
garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas and all other
writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdic-
tion of said courts; and also power to punish for
contempts under such provisions as are or may be
provided by the general laws governing county
courts throughout the state, and to issue writs of
habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of said courts or of any court
or tribunal inferior to said courts.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 4.

1Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-77.

Art, 1970-83. Terms, Practice, etc.

The terms ! of the county court of Harris county
for civil cases,? and the practice therein and appeals
and writs of error therefrom shall be as preseribed
by laws relating to county courts. The terms of the
county court of Harris county for civil cases shall
be held as now established for the terms of the
county court of Harris county until the same be
changed in accordance with the law.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 5.]

1Terms of court. See article 1970-84.
2 Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-77,

Art, 1970-84. Terms of Court

Said court shall hold six terms a year, beginning
respectively on the first Monday in January, in
March, in May, in July, in September, and in Novem-
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ber of each year, and each term shall continue until
the business is disposed of.

[Acts 1913, p. 10, § 7.}

Art. 1970-85. Judge to be Elected, When; Quali-
fications; Term

There shall be elected in said County by the
qualified voters thereof, at each general election, a
judge of the County Court at Law of Harris County,
Texas, who shall have been a duly licensed and
practicing member of the bar of this State for not
less than five years, and who shall hold his office
for two years and until his successor shall have duly
qualified. Any vacanecy occurring in the office of
judge of said County Court at Law of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, shall be filled by the Commissioners
Court of Harris County, the appointee thereof to
hold office until the next succeeding general elec-
tion.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 6. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
44, ch. 16, & 3.]

Art. 1970-86. Bond and Qath of Judge

The judge of the county court of Harris county
for civil cases,! shall execute a bond and take the
oath of office as required by the law relating to
county judges.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 7.]

1 Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-77.

Art, 1970-87. - Special Judge

A special judge of the county court of Harris
county for civil cases ! may be appointed or elected
as provided by law relating to county courts and to
the judges thereof.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 8]

1 Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-77.

Art. 1970-88. Clerk; Seal;
When, etc.

The county clerk of Harris county shall be the
clerk of the county court of Harris county for civil
cases.! The seal of the said court shall be the same
as that provided by law for county courts except
that the seal shall contain the words “County Court
of Harris County for Civil Cases.” The sheriff of
Harris county shall, in person or by deputy, attend
the said court when reguired by the judge thereof.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 10.]

1Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-77.

Art. 1970-89. Vacancy in Office of Judge, How
Filled, ete.

Any vacancy in the office of the judge of the
court created by this Act may be filled by the
commissioners court of Harris county until the next
general election. The commissioners court shall, as
soon as may be after this Act shall take effect,

Sheriff to Attend
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appoint a judge of the county court of Harris coun-
ty for civil cases! who shall serve until the next
general election and until his successor shall be duly
elected and qualified.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 11.]

1 Name changed to County Civil Court at Law No. 1, Harris
County, Texas. See article 1970-77.

Art. 1970-90. Salary of Judge

The judge of the County Court at Law of Harris
County, Texas, shall receive a salary of five thou-
sand, five hundred dollars per annum, to be paid out
of the county treasury by the Commissioners Court,
in equal monthly installments.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 12. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg.,
p- 44, ch. 16, § 4.]

Art. 1970-91. Salary of County Judge of Harris
County

The county judge of Harris county shall hereafter

receive from the county treasury, in addition to the

fees allowed him by law, such a salary for the ex
officio duties of his office as may be allowed him by
the commissioners court not less than fifteen hun-
dred dollars per year.

[Acts 1911, p. 4, § 13.]

Art. 1970-92. Repealed by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
44,ch. 16,8 7

Art. 1970-93. Transfer of Misdemeanor Criminal
Cases

All misdemeanor eriminal actions now pending in
said County Court at Law of Harris County, Texas,
as well as criminal cases on appeal to said County
Court at Law of Harris County, Texas, shall imme-
diately upon the taking effect of this Act, be trans-
ferred to the County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, and the same are hereby so transfer-
red, and upon said County Court at Law No. 2 of
Harris County, Texas, is hereby conferred jurisdie-
tion of such criminal actions and criminal proceed-
ings. And all civil actions and proceedings now
pending originally or upon appeal to said County
Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, shall
immediately upon taking effect of this Aect, be
transferred to the County Court at Law.of Harris
County, Texas, and the same are hereby so transfer-
red, and upon said County Court at Law of Harris
County, Texas, is hereby conferred jurisdiction of
such civil actions and civil proceedings.

[Acts 1913, p. 10, 8 5. Amended by Acts 1929, 41st Leg.,
p- 44, ch. 16, § 2]

Art, 1970-94. Repealed by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
44, ch. 16, § 7

Art, 1970-94a. Exchange of Judges; Powers

In case of disqualification, an over-crowded dock-
et, sickness, or absence from the county, of either
of the judges of said County Courts at Law of
Harris County, they may exchange benches, and
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said judge of said County Court at Law of Harris
County, Texas, when so exchanging benches with
said judge of said County Court at Law No. 2 of
Harris - County, Texas, shall have all power and
jurisdiction ‘of said last named court and of the
judge thereof while so exchanging benches; and in
like manner said judge of said County Court at Law
No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, shall have all the
power and jurisdiction of said last named court and
of the judge thereof while so exchanging benches.

[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 44, ch. 16, § 5.]

Art, 1970-94b. Court Reporter; Salary

That said Judge of the County Court at Law, of
Harris County, may appoint and discharge an Offi-
cial Court Reporter in the same manner as such a
reporter is appointed or discharged by the District
Courts, and who shall receive the same salary as
the Reporters of the Distriet Courts of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, the same to be paid by the County
Treasurer out of the General Fund of the County,
and in addition to said salary the compensation for
transcript fees as provided by law.

[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 44, ch. 16, § 6. Amended by Acts
1938, 43rd Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 152, ch. 52, § 1.]

Art. 1970-95. Court Created

There is hereby created a Court to be held in
Harris County, Texas, to be called the “County
Criminal Court at Law No. 1.”

That hereafter wherever the name of “County
Court at Law No. 2” appears in this Act creating
said Court it shall be read and understood as refer-
ring to County Criminal Court at Law No. 1 of
Harris County, Texas.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S,, ch. 8, § 1. Amended by Acts 1961,
57th Leg., p. 1073, ch. 481, § 3.] :

Art. 1970-96. Jurisdiction Over Criminal Mat-
* ters; Appellate Jurisdiction

Said County Criminal Court at Law No. 1 of
Harris County, Texas, shall have, and it is hereby
granted the same jurisdiction over criminal matters
that is now or may be vested in county courts
having jurisdiction in criminal actions and proceed-
ings under the Constitution and laws of Texas, and
shall have appellate jurisdiction in all appeals in
criminal cases from Justice Courts and Corporation
Courts within Harris County, and the Judges of said
Court shall have the same powers, rights, and privi-
leges as to criminal matters as are or may be vested
in the Judges of County Courts having criminal
jurisdiction; provided that said Court shall have no
jurisdiction over any of those matters which is now
vested exclusively in the County Court of Harris
County, or in the Judge thereof.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.8,, ch. 8, § 2. Amended by Acts 1929,

41st Leg., p. 57, ch. 24, § 1; Acts 1934, 43rd Leg., 3rd C.8,,
p. 4,ch. 3,8 1; Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 1073, ch. 481, § 8]
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Art. 1970-97. Repealed by Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p.
57, ch. 24, 8§ 4

Art, 1970-98. Qualifications of Judge; Appoint-
ment; Oath; Bond; Fees and Salary

At each general election, there shall be elected a
judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of of
Harris County, Texas, who shall have been a duly
licensed and practicing member of the bar of this
state for not less than five years, and who shall hold
his office for two years and until his successor shall
have been duly qualified; and he shall receive a
salary of five thousand, five hundred dollars per
annum, to be paid out of the county treasury by the
Commissioners’ Court in equal monthly install-
ments; but such judge shall not collect any fee from
the county for disposing of any criminal case, as
provided in the Code of Criminal Procedure of Tex-
as. Said Court or the judge thereof shall have the
power to issue writs of habeas corpus in criminal
misdemeanor cases, and all writs necessary to the
enforcement of its jurisdiction. The civil jurisdic-
tion of the County Court at Law of Harris County
shall not in anywise be impaired or affected by this
Act. Any vacancy occurring in the office of the
judge of said County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, shall be filled by the Commissioners’
Court of Harris County, the appointee thereof to
hold office until the next succeeding general elec-
tion.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S., ch. 8, § 4. Amended by Acts 1929,
41st Leg., p. 57, ch. 24, § 2.]

Art. 1970-98a. Official Court Reporter;
pensation

That the Judge of County Court at Law No. 2 of
Harris County, Texas, shall appoint an Official
Shorthand Reporter for such Court, who shall be
well skilled in his profession and shall be a sworn
officer of the Court and shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the Court and all of the provisions of
Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes of Tex-
as, 1925, as amended and as the same may hereaf-
ter be amended and all other provisions of the law
relating to “Official Court Reporters” shall and is
hereby made to apply in all its provisions, in so far
as they are applicable to the Official Shorthand
Reporter herein authorized to be appointed, and in
so far as they are not inconsistent with the provi-
sions of this Act, and such Official Shorthand Re-
porter shall be entitled to the same compensation as
applicable to Official Shorthand Reporters in the
District Courts of Harris County, Texas, paid in the
same manner that compensation of Official Short-
hand Reporters of the District Courts of Harris
County is paid.

[Acts 1984, 43rd Leg., 3rd CS., p. 4, ¢h. 3, § 2]

Art. 1970-98b. Clerk in Civil and Criminal Mat-
ters

Com-

The County Clerk of Harris County, Texas, shall-

act as and be the Clerk of said County Court at Law
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No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, in civil matters and
the District Clerk of Harris County, Texas, shall act -
as and be the Clerk of the County Court at Law and
of said County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, in criminal matters.

[Acts 1934, 43rd Leg., 3rd C.S, p. 4, ch. 8, § 3.]

Art. 1970-99. Clerk; Fees

The county clerk of Harris County shall be the
clerk of said County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County in civil matters and causes; and shall re-
ceive and collect the same fees which he now re-
ceives and collects as clerk of the County Court at
Law of Harris County, Texas. The clerk of the
Criminal District Court of Harris County, Texas,
shall be clerk of said County Court at Law No. 2 in
all criminal matters and causes, and shall receive
and collect such fees as he now receives and collects
in ceriminal matters as clerk of the County Court at
Law of Harris County.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S., ch. 8, § 5.]

Art. 1970-100. Seal

The seal of the County Court at Law No. 2 of
Harris County, Texas, shall be the same as that
provided by law for county courts, exeept that such
seal shall contain the words “County Court at Law
Number Two of Harris County, Texas,” and said
seal shall be judicially noticed.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S,, ch. 8, § 6.]

Art. 1970-101. Sheriffs and Constables

The sheriff of Harris County, either in person or
by deputy, shall attend said court when required by
the judge thereof, and the various sheriffs and
constables of this State executing process issued
out of said court shall receive the fees now or
hereafter fixed by law for executing process issued
out of county courts.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S., ch. 8, § 7.]

Art. 1970-102. Special Judge

A special judge of said court may be appointed or
elected in the manner and instances now or hereaf-
ter provided by the law relating to county courts
and the judges thereof.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S,, ch. 8, § 8.]

Arts. 1970-103, 1970-104. Repealed by Acts 1929,
41st Leg., p. 57, ch. 24, § 4

Art. 1970-105. Terms

The terms of the court hereby created shall begin
on the first Monday of the months of June, August,
October, December, February and April of each
year. The sessions of said court shall be held in
such place as may be provided therefor by the
Commissioners Court of Harris County.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S., ch. 8, § 11.]
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Art. 1970-106. Transfer of Cases

All civil actions or civil proceedings now pending
in said County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, as well as all civil actions or civil proceed-
ings on appeal to said court, shall immediately upon
the taking effect of this Act, be transferred to the
County Court at Law of Harris County, Texas, and
the same are hereby so transferred, and upon said
County Court at Law of Harris County, Texas, is
hereby conferred jurisdiction of such civil actions
and civil proceedings; and all criminal actions and
criminal proceedings now pending in said County
Court at Law of Harris County, shall, immediately
upon the taking effect of this Act, be transferred to
the County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, and the same are hereby so transferred, and
upon said County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, is hereby conferred jurisdiction of
said criminal actions and criminal proceedings.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.8., ch. 8, § 12. Amended by Acts 1929,
41st Leg., p. 57, ch. 24, § 3.]

Art. 1970-106a.

The judges of the said County Court at Law of
Harris County, Texas, and the County Court at Law
No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, may exchange
benches as is or may be provided in the laws relat-
ing to the County Court at Law of Harris County,
Texas.

[Acts 1929, 41st Leg., p. 57, ch. 24, § 5.]

Exchange of Judges

Art. 1970-107. Repealed by Acts 1929, 41st Leg.,
p. 57, ch. 24, § 4

Art. 1970-108. Practice

The practice in said County Court at Law No. 2,
and in cases of appeal and writs of error therefrom
and thereto, shall be the same as is now, or may
hereafter be prescribed for county courts.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S., ch. 8, § 14.2]

Art. 1970-109. Process in Transferred Cases

All process issued out of the County Court at Law
of Harris County, Texas, prior to the time when the
clerk thereof shall transfer cases from the docket of
said courts, as provided in Section 12 of this Act,! in
cases transferred as therein provided, shall be re-
turned to and filed in the court hereby created, and
shall be equally as valid and binding upon parties to
such transferred cases as though such process had
been issued out of the County Court at Law No. 2
of Harris County, Texas. Likewise, in cases trans-
ferred by the judges of either of said courts, as
provided in Section 13 of this Act,? all process
extant at the time of such transfer shall be returned
to and filed in the court to which such transfer is
made, and shall be as valid and binding as though
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originally issued out of the court to which such
transfer may be made.

[Acts 1915, 1st C.S., ch. 8, § 15.]

1 Article 1970-106.
2 Article 1970-107.

Art. 1970-110. Repealed by Acts 1929, 41st Leg.,
© p.57,ch. 24,84

Art. 1970-110a. Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County

Sec. 1. The Probate Court of Harris County,
Texas, which was created by Chapter 520, Acts of
the 51st Legislature, Regular Session, 1949, shall
hereafter be called and known as the “Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The Probate Court No. 1 of Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, shall have the general jurisdiction of a
Probate Court within the limits of Harris County,
concurrent with the jurisdiction of the County Court
of Harris County in such matters and proceedings.
It shall probate wills, appoint guardians of minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis and
common drunkards, grant letters testamentary and
of administration, settle accounts of executors,
transact all business appertaining to deceased per-
sons, minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non compos
mentis and common drunkards, including the settle-
ment, partition and distribution of estates of de-
ceased persons, lunacy proceedings and the appren-
ticing of minors as provided by law.

Sec. 3. All such matters hereafter filed with the
County Clerk of Harris County, irrespective of the
court or judge to which the matter or proceeding is
addressed, shall be filed by said clerk alternately in
said Probate Court No. 1 of Harris County and the
Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County, with every
fifth case bearing the last number “5” or “0” being
filed by said clerk in the County Court of Harris
County, and continuing alternatively thereafter, ex-
cept every fifth case so deposited shall be filed with
the County Court of Harris County, and further,
said clerk shall keep separate dockets for each of
said courts. Kach of the judges of the County
Court and the said Probate Courts Nos. 1 and 2 of
Harris County may, at any time, with the consent of
the judge of the County Court or of the Probate
Court to which transfer is to be made, by an order
entered upon the minutes of the said County Court
or of such Probate Court, transfer to said County
Court or Probate Court any such matter or proceed-
ing pending in such county or Probate Court of
Harris County, and all processes extant at the time
of such transfer shall be returnable to and filed in
the County Court or Probate Court to which such
transfer is made and shall be as valid and binding
as though originally issued out of the County Court
or Probate Court to which such transfer may be
made.

Sec. 4. The County Court of Harris County shall

retain, as heretofore, the powers and jurisdiction of
said court existing at the time of the passage of this
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Act, and shall exercise its powers and jurisdiction as
a Probate Court with respect to all matters and
proceedings of such nature other than those trans-
ferred to or filed in the said Probate Court No. 1 of
Harris County or Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County. The County Judge of Harris County shall
be the judge of the County Court of Harris County,
and all ex officio duties of the County Judge of
Harris County, as they now exist, shall be exercised
by the County Judge of Harris County, except in so
far as the same are expressly committed by statute
to the judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County or to the judge of the Probate Court No. 2
of Harris County. Nothing contained in this Act
shall be construed as in any wise impairing or
affecting the jurisdiction of the County Civil Court
at Law No. 1 of Harris County or the County Civil
Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County.

Sec. 5. The practice and procedure in the Pro-
bate Court No. 1 of Harris County shall be the same
as that provided by law generally for the county
courts of this state; and all statutes and laws of the
state, as well as all rules of court relating to pro-
ceedings in the county courts of this state, or to the
review thereof or appeals therefrom, shall, as to all
matters within the jurisdiction of said court, apply
equally thereto.

Sec. 6. The Probate Court No. 1 of Harris Coun-
ty shall have power to issue writs of injunction,
mandamus, execution, attachment, and all writs and
process necessary to the exercise and enforcement
of the jurisdiction of said court, and also the power
to punish for contempt under such provisions as are
or may be provided by the general laws governing
County Courts throughout the state.

Sec. 7. There shall be two (2) terms of said
Probate Court No. 1 of Harris County in each year,
and the first of such terms shall be known as the
January-June Term, shall begin on the first Monday
in January and shall continue until and including
Sunday next before the first Monday in July; and
the second of such terms, which shall be known as
the July-December Term, shall begin on the first
Monday in July and shall continue until and includ-
ing Sunday next before the first Monday in the
following January.

Sec. 8. The Judge of the Probate Court of Har-
ris County shall continue as judge of the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County until December 31,
1970, and until his successor is duly qualified.
There shall be elected in said county by the duly
qualified voters thereof at the general election of
1970, and at the general election every four (4)
years thereafter, a judge of the Probate Court No. 1
of Harris County who shall hold his office for four
(4) years and until his successor shall be duly quali-
fied. The judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of
Harris County shall be well informed in the laws of
the state and shall have been a duly licensed and
practicing member of the bar of this state for not
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less than five (5) consecutive years prior to his
election.

Sec. 9. The judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of
Harris County shall execute a bond in the sum of
One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000), payable
as required by law, and take the oath relating to
county judges as provided by law.

Sec. 10. Any vacancy in the office of the judge
of the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris County may be
filled by the Commissioners Court of Harris County
by the appointment of a judge of said court, who
shall serve until the next general election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 11. In the case of the absence, disqualifica-
tion or incapacity of the judge of the Probate Court
No. 1 of Harris County, the County Judge of Harris
County or the judge of the Probate Court No. 2 of
Harris County shall sit and act as judge of said
court, and may hear and determine, either in his
own courtroom or in the courtroom of said court,
any matter or proceeding there pending, and enter
any order in such matters or proceedings as the
judge of said court may enter if personally presid-
ing therein.

Sec. 12. In the case of the absence, disqualifica-
tion or.incapacity of the judge of the said Probate
Court No. 1 and the judge of the Probate Court No.
2 of Harris County and the County Judge of Harris
County, a Special Judge of the Probate Court No. 1
of Harris County may be appointed or elected as
provided by the general laws relating to county
courts and the judges thereof.

Sec. 13. Repealed by Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p.
1639, ch. 686, § 3, eff. Aug. 27, 1979.

Sec. 14. The county clerk of Harris County shall
be the clerk of the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County. The seal of the court shall be the same as
that provided by law for county courts except that
the seal shall contain the words “Probate Court No.
1 of Harris County, Texas,” and said seal shall be
judicially noticed. The sheriff of Harris County
shall, in person or by deputy, attend the court when
required by the judge thereof.

Sec. 15. The judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of
Harris County shall collect the same fees as are
now or hereafter established by law relating to
county judges as to matters within the jurisdiction
of said court, all of which shall be paid to him into
the County Treasury as collected, and he shall re-
ceive an annual salary in the amount, and to be
fixed, as is now or hereafter established by law for
probate judges.

Sec. 16. The primary purpose of this Act is to
change the name of the Probate Court of Harris
County, Texas, to Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, and none of the provisions hereof
shall be construed as creating a new court. All
processes extant in the Probate Court of Harris
County on the effective date of this Act shall be
returnable to and filed in the said court, the Probate
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Court No. 1 of Harris County, and all of such
processes so returned to and filed in the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County shall be valid and
binding.

[Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 948, ch. 520. Amended by Acts
1963, 58th Leg., p. 769, ch. 296, § 1, eff. Aug. 23, 1963;
Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 770, ch. 297, § 1; Acts 1967, 60th
Leg., p. 1836, ch. 712, § 1, eff. Aug. 28, 1967; Acts 1969,
61st Leg., p. 1974, ch. 669, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1969; Acts
1979, 66th Leg., p. 1639, ch. 686, § 3, eff. Aug. 27, 1979.]

Art. 1970-110a.1. Repealed by Acts 1969, 61st
Leg., p. 1974, ch. 669, § 2, eff. Sept. 1,
1969

Art. 1970-110a.2. Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County

Sec. 1. [Classified as art. 1970-110a.1, now re-

pealed].

Sec. 2. There is hereby created a County Court
to be held in and for Harris County, to be called the
“Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County, Texas.”

Sec. 8. Said Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County shall have the general jurisdiction of a Pro-
bate Court within the limits of Harris County, con-
current with the jurisdiction of the County Court of
Harris County, Texas, in such matters and proceed-
ings, and also concurrent with and in all things
equal to that heretofore conferred upon the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County, Texas. It shall
probate wills, appoint guardians of minors, idiots,
Iunatics, persons non compos mentis and common
drunkards, grant letters testamentary and of admin-
istration, settle accounts of executors, transact all
business appertaining to deceased persons, minors,
idiots, lunaties, persons non compos mentis and
common drunkards, including the settlement, parti-
tion and distribution of estates of deceased persons,
lunaey proceedings and the apprenticing of minors
as provided by law.

Sec. 4. On the first day of the initial term of
said Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County, Texas,
there shall be transferred to the docket of said
Court, under the direction of the County Judge and
by order entered on the Minutes of the County
Court of Harris County, Texas, such number of
such proceedings and matters then pending in the
County Court of Harris County, Texas, as shall be,
as near as may be, four-fifths in number of the total
of all of same then pending, and all writs and
processes theretofore issued by or out of said Coun-
ty Court of Harris County in such matters or pro-
ceedings shall be returnable to the Probate Court
No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, as though originally
issued therefrom. All such new matters and pro-
ceedings filed on said day, or thereafter filed, with
the County Clerk of Harris County, irrespective of
the Courts or Judge to which the matter or proceed-
ing is addressed, shall be filed by said Clerk alter-
nately in said Probate Court No. 1 of Harris County
and said Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County in
the order in which the same are deposited with said
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Clerk for filing, beginning first with the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County, filing the next with
the Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County, and
continuing alternately thereafter, and further, said
Clerk shall keep separate dockets for each ef said
Courts. The County Judge of Harris County, in his
discretion, may, by an order entered upon the Min-
utes of the County Court of Harris County, on or
after the first day of the initial term of said Probate
Court No. 2 of Harris County, transfer to said
Probate Court No. 2 any such matter or proceeding
then or thereafter pending in the County Court of
Harris County and all processes extant at the time
of such transfer shall be returned to and filed in the
Court to which such transfer is made and shall be
as valid and binding as though originally issued out
of the Court to which such transfer may be made.
Each of the Judges of the County Court and said
Probate Courts No. 1 and 2 may, at any time, with
the consent of the Judge of the County Court or the
Judge of the Probate Court to which transfer is to
be made by an order entered upon the Minutes of
the County Court or of such Probate Court of
Harris County, transfer to said County Court or
other Probate Court any such matter or proceeding
then or thereafter pending in such County or: Pro-
bate Court of Harris County, and all processes
extant at the time of such transfer shall be returna-
ble to and filed in the County Court or the Probate
Court to which such transfer is made and shall be
as valid and binding as though originally issued out
of the County Court or the Probate Court to which
such transfer may be made.

Sec. 5. The County Court of Harris County shall
retain, as heretofore, the powers and jurisdiction of
said Court existing at the time of the passage of
this Act, and shall exercise its powers and jurisdic-
tion as a Probate Court with respect to all matters
and proceedings of such nature, except those mat-
ters and proceedings provided in Section 4 of this
Act to be transferred to and filed in said Probate
Court No. 2 of Harris County and those matters and
proceedings heretofore transferred to and filed ei-
ther originally or subsequently, in the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County in accordance with
Section 4, Chapter 520, Acts of 1949, 51st Legisla-
ture, Regular Session. The County Judge of Harris
County shall be the Judge of the County Court of
Harris County, and all ex-officio duties of the Coun-
ty Judge of Harris County as they now exist shall
be exercised by the County Judge of Harris County.
Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed as
in any wise impairing or affecting the jurisdiction of
the County Civil Court at Law No. 1 of Harris
County, or of the County Civil Court at Law No. 2
of Harris County, or the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, or 4 of Harris County, Texas.

Sec. 6. The practice and procedure in the Pro-
bate Court No. 2 of Harris County shall be the same
as that provided by law generally for the county
courts of this State; and all statutes and laws of the
State as well as all Rules of Court relating to
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proceedings therefrom, shall, as to all matters with-
in the jurisdiction of said Court, apply equally there-
to.

Sec. 7. The Probate Court No. 2 of Harris Coun-
ty shall have power to issue writs of injunction,
mandamus, execution, attachment, and all writs and
process necessary to the exercise and enforcement
of the jurisdiction of said Court, and also the power
to punish for contempt under such provision as are
or may be provided by the General Laws governing
county courts throughout the State.

Sec. 8. The initial term of the Probate Court No.
2 shall begin on the first Monday next after the
first day of the first calendar month following the
effective date of this Act and shall continue until
and including Sunday next before the first Monday
in January, of the following year. Thereafter there
shall be two (2) terms of said Probate Court No. 2
of Harris County in each year, and the first of such
terms shall be known as the January-June Term,
and shall begin on the first Monday in January and
shall continue until and including Sunday next be-
fore the first Monday in July, and the second of
such terms, which shall be known as the July-De-
cember Term, shall begin on the first Monday in
July and shall continue until and including Sunday
next before the first Monday in the following Janu-
ary.

Sec. 9. The term of office of the Judge of the
Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County shall be for a
period of four (4) years; said Judge shall be elected
as provided by the Constitution and laws of the
State for the election of Judges of County Probate
Courts. A Judge of said Court shall be appointed
by the Commissioners Court of Harris County as
soon as practicable after the passage of this Act,
who shall hold office from the date of his appoint-
ment until the General Election next before the first
full term of office of said Judge, as herein provided
and until his successor shall be duly elected and
qualified. The Judge of said Court shall be well
informed in the laws of the State, and shall have
been a duly licensed and practicing member of the
Bar of this State for not less than five (5) consecu-
tive years.

Sec. 10. The Judge of the Probate Court No. 2
of Harris County shall execute a bond in the
amount of $100,000.00; take the oath of office as
required by the laws relating to County Judges.

See. 11.  Any vacancy in the office of the Judge
of the Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County may be
filled by the Commissioners Court of Harris County
by the appointment of a Judge of said Court, who
shall serve until the next General Election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 12. 1In the case of the absence, disqualifica-
tion or incapacity of the Judge of the Probate Court
No. 2 of Harris County, the County Judge of Harris
County or the Judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of
Harris County, shall sit and act as Judge of said
Court, and may hear and determine, either in his
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own courtroom or in the courtroom of said Court,
any matter or proceeding there pending, and enter
any order in such matters or proceedings as the
Judge of said Court may enter if personally presid-
ing therein.

Sec. 13. In case of the absence, disqualification
or incapacity of the Judge of the Probate Court No.
2 of Harris County or the Judge of the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County and the County Judge
of Harris County, a Special Judge of the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County or of the Probate
Court No. 2 of Harris County as the need may
demand, may be appointed or elected, as provided
by the General Laws relating to county courts and
to the Judge thereof.

Sec. 14. Repealed by Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p.
1119, ch. 421, § 2, eff. June 19, 1975.

Sec. 15. The County Clerk of Harris County
shall be the Clerk of the Probate Court No. 2 of
Harris County. The seal of the Court shall be the
same as that provided by law for county courts
except that the seal shall contain the words “Pro-
bate Court No. 2 of Harris County, Texas.”, and
said seal shall be judicially noticed. The Sheriff of
Harris County shall, in person or by deputy, attend
the Court when required by the Judge thereof.

Sec. 16. The Judge of the Probate Court No. 2

of Harris County shall collect the same fees as are
now or hereafter established by law relating to
County Judges or to matters within the jurisdiction
of said Court, all of which shall be paid by him into
the County Treasury as collected. From and after
the date he becomes duly qualified thereafter, he
shall receive an annual salary equal to the salary of
the Judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, Texas, and payable in like manner.
[Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1836, ch. 712, eff. Aug. 28, 1967.
Amended by Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1118, ch. 421, §§ 1, 2,
eff. June 19, 1975; Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1202, ch. 464,
§ 1, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.]

Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 1835, ch. 712, § 1 was codified as article
1970-1102.1; sections 17 and 18 of the act provided:

“Sec. 17. All laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provi-
sions of this Act are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict
only. As to all other laws or parts of laws, this Act shall be
cumulative,

“Sec. 18, The provisions of this Act are severable. If any
provision of this Act or the application thereof to any person or
circumstance shall be held to be invalid or unconstitutional, the
remainder of the Act and the application of such provision to other
persons or circumstances shall not thereby be rendered invalid or
unconstitutional, nor be affected thereby.”

Art. 1970-110a.3. Probate Court No. 3 of Harris
County

See. 1. There is created a county court to be

held in and for Harris County, to be called the

“Probate Court No. 3 of Harris County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The Probate Court No. 8 of Harris Coun-
ty shall have the general jurisdiction of a probate
court within the limits of Harris County, concurrent
with the jurisdiction of the County Court of Harris
County, Texas, in probate, administrations, guardi-
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anship, and mental illness proceedings, and also
concurrent with and in all things equal to that
heretofore conferred on the Probate Court No. 1 of
Harris County, Texas, and Probate Court No. 2 of
Harris County, Texas. It shall probate wills, ap-
point guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons
non compos mentis, and common drunkards, grant
letters testamentary and of administration, settle
accounts of executors, transact all business apper-
taining to deceased persons, minors, idiots, lunatics,
persons non compos mentis, and common drunk-
ards, including the settlement, partition, and distri-
bution of estates of deceased persons, lunacy pro-
ceedings, and the apprenticing of minors as provid-
ed by law. It is the intention of this Act that the
Probate Court No. 3 of Harris County shall have
the primary responsibility at all times for all mental
illness proceedings.

Sec. 3. On the first day of the initial term of the
Probate Court No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, there
shall be transferred to the docket of said court,
under the jurisdiction of the county judge and the
judges of the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris County,
and the Probate Court No. 2 of Harris County, and
by order entered on the minutes of the County
Court of Harris County, and of the Probate Court
No. 1 of Harris County, and of the Probate Court
No. 2 of Harris County, such number of such pro-
ceedings and matters then pending in the County
Court of Harris County, in the Probate Court No. 1
of Harris County, and in the Probate Court No. 2 of
Harris County, as will equalize the number of such
cases pending on the dockets of each of said four
courts with the Probate Court No. 3 of Harris
County having responsibility at all times for all
mental illness proceedings. All writs and processes
theretofore issued by or out of the County Court of
Harris County, the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, and the Probate Court No. 2 of Harris
County, in such matters and proceedings shall be
returnable to the Probate Court No. 3 of Harris
. County as though originally issued therefrom. All
new mental illness proceedings filed on said day or
thereafter with the County Clerk of Harris County
irrespective of the court or judge to which the
matter or proceedings is addressed, shall be filed by
the clerk in the Probate Court No. 8 of Harris
County in the order in which the same are deposited
with him for filing. All other new matters and
proceedings filed on said day, or thereafter filed,
with the County Clerk of Harris County, irrespec-
tive of the courts or judge to which matter or
proceeding is addressed, shall be filed by said clerk
so that the cases ending in 0 and 5 shall be filed in
the Probate Court No. 3 of Harris County and all
other cases or matters ending in an odd number
shall be filed in the Probate Court No. 1 of Harris
County, and all other cases or matters ending in an
éven number shall be filed in the Probate Court No.
2 of Harris County, and in the order in which the
same are deposited with said clerk for filing, and
further said clerk shall keep separate dockets for
each of said courts. Each of the judges of the
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County Court and said Probate Courts Nos. 1, 2,
and 3 of Harris County may, at any time, with the
consent of the judge of the county court or probate
court to which transfer is to be made, by an order
entered on the minutes of the county court or of
such probate court of Harris County, transfer to
said county court or other probate court any such
matter or proceeding then or thereafter pending in
such county or probate court of Harris County, and
all processes extant at the time of such transfer
shall be returnable to and filed in the county court
or the probate court to which such transfer is made
and shall be as valid and binding as though original-
ly issued out of the county court or the probate
court to which such transfer may be made.

Sec. 4. "The County Court of Harris County shall
retain, as heretofore, the powers and jurisdiction of
said court existing at the time of the passage of this
Act, and shall exercise its powers and jurisdiction as
a probate court with respect to all matters and -
proceedings of such nature, except those matters
and proceedings transferred to or filed in said Pro-
bate Court No. 1 of Harris County or Probate Court
No. 2 of Harris County or Probate Court No. 3 of
Harris County. The County Judge of Harris Coun-
ty shall be the Judge of the County Court of Harris
County, and all ex officio duties of the County

Judge of Harris County as they now exist shall be

exercised by the County Judge of Harris County.
Nothing contained in this Act shall be construed as
in anywise impairing or affecting the jurisdiction of
the County Civil Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, or 3 of
Harris County, or the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9 of Harris County,
Texas, or any other county court at law of Harris
County heretofore or hereafter created.

Sec. 5. The practice and procedure in the Pro-
bate Court No. 3 of Harris County shall be the same
as that provided by law generally for the county
courts of this state, and all statutes and laws of the
state, as well as all rules of court relating to pro-
ceedings therefrom, shall, as to all matters within
the jurisdiction of said court, apply equally thereto.

Sec. 6. The Probate Court No. 3 of Harris Coun-
ty shall have power to issue writs of injunction,
mandamus, execution, attachment, and all writs and
process necessary to the exercise and enforcement
of the jurisdiction of said court, and also the power
to punish for contempt under such provisions as are
or may be provided by the general laws governing
county courts throughout the state.

Sec. 7. The initial term of the Probate Court No.
3 of Harris County shall begin on the first Monday
next after the first day of the first calendar month
following the effective date of this Act and shall
continue until and including Sunday next before the
first Monday in January of the following year.
Thereafter there shall be two terms of said Probate
Court No. 3 of Harris County in each year, and the
first of such terms shall be known as the January-
June Term, and shall begin on the first Monday in
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January and shall continue until and including Sun-
day next before the first Monday in July, and the
second of such terms, which shall be known as the
July-December Term, shall begin on the first Mon-
day in July and shall continue until and including
Sunday next before the first Monday in the follow-
ing January.

Sec. 8. When this Act becomes effective, the
Commissioners Court of Harris County shall ap-
point a judge to the Probate Court No. 3 of Harris
County. The judge appointed serves until the next
general election and until his successor has been
duly elected and has qualified. At the general
election in 1978 and every fourth year thereafter,
there shall be elected by the qualified voters of
Harris County a judge of the Probate Court No. 3
of Harris County for a regular term of four years
as provided in Article V, Section 30, and Article
XVI, Section 65 of the Texas Constitution. The
judge of said court shall be well informed in the
laws of the state and shall have been a duly licensed
and practicing member of the bar of this state for
not less than five consecutive years prior to his
appointment or election.

Sec. 9. The Judge of the Probate Court No. 3 of
Harris County shall execute a bond in the amount
of $100,000 and take the oath of office as required
by the laws relating to county judges.

Sec. 10. Any vacancy in the office of the Judge
of the Probate Court No. 8 of Harris County may be
filled by the Commissioners Court of Harris County
by the appointment of a judge of said. court, who
shall serve until the next general election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 11. In the case of the absence, disqualifica-
tion, or incapacity of the Judge of the Probate Court
No. 3 of Harris County, the County Judge of Harris
County or the Judge of the Probate Court No. 1 of
Harris County or the Judge of the Probate Court
No. 2 of Harris County, may sit and act as judge of
said court, and may hear and determine, either in
his own courtroom or in the courtroom of said court,
any matter or proceeding there pending, and enter
any order in such matters or proceedings as the
judge of said court may enter if personally presid-
ing therein.

Sec. 12, In case of the absence, disqualification,
or incapacity of the Judge of the Probate Court No.
1 of Harris County, the Judge of the Probate Court
No. 2 of Harris County, the Judge of the Probate
Court No. 3 of Harris County, or the County Judge
of Harris County, a special judge of the Probate
Court No. 1 of Harris County or of the Probate
Court No. 2 of Harris County or of the Probate
Court No. 3 of Harris County, as the need may
demand, may be appointed or elected, as provided
by the general laws relating to county courts and to
the judges thereof.

Sec. 12a. Within 10 days after the effective date
of this section, the judges of the Probate Courts
Nos. 1, 2, and 8 of Harris County shall draw lots for
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terms as presiding judge of the courts of probate of
Harris County. The judge of the court drawing lot
number one shall act in that capacity until the first
Tuesday after the first Monday of January, 1980.
The judge of the court drawing lot number two
shall serve for the six-month period ending on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday of July, 1980.
The judge of the court drawing lot number three
shall serve for the six-month period ending on the
first Tuesday after the first Monday of January,
1981. Thereafter, the judges shall continue to serve
in rotation as presiding judge for periods of six
months. No judge may serve two consecutive
terms as presiding judge. It is the duty of the
presiding judge of the courts of probate of Harris
County to equalize as nearly as possible the dockets
of the Probate Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 8, so that each
of the courts will have an equal number of the
probate cases pending in Harris County. It is the
duty of the presiding judge of the courts of probate
of Harris County to call a conference twice during
each six-month term for the purpose of consultation
and counsel as to the state of business in probate
matters in Harris County and to arrange for the
disposition of the business pending on the probate
docket of each of the courts with probate jurisdic-
tion in Harris County. In order to carry out the
duties of presiding judge, the presiding judge of the
courts of probate of Harris County has the power to
transfer to or from any of the Probate Courts Nos.
1, 2, or 3 any case the presiding judge deems
proper.

Sec. 12b. (1) Should there be created additional
probate courts in Harris County, the judge of each
new probate court shall serve as presiding judge for
a period of six months with the first such six-month
period to commence on the day following the expira-
tion date of the term of the presiding judge of the
most recently created probate court of Harris Coun-
ty.

(2) If two or more new probate courts are created
in Harris County, at the same time, then the judge
of each of the new probate courts shall draw lots
for the purpose of determining the order of rotation
to be used in the selection of the presiding judge.

Sec. 13. The County Clerk of Harris County
shall be the Clerk of the Probate Court No. 3 of
Harris County. The seal of the court shall be the
same as that provided by law for county courts
except that the seal shall contain the words “Pro-
bate Court No. 8 of Harris County, Texas,” and said
seal shall be judicially noticed. The Sheriff of Har-
ris County shall, in person or by deputy, attend the
court when required by the judge thereof.

Sec. 14. The Judge of the Probate Court No. 3
of Harris County shall collect the same fees as are
now or hereafter established by law relating to
county judges or to matters within the jurisdiction
of said court, all of which shall be paid by him into
the county treasury as collected. He may receive
an annual salary equal to the salary of the judges of
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the Probate Courts Nos. 1 and 2 of Harris County,
Texas, and payable in like manner.

Sec. 15. The provisions of this Act shall take
effect September 1, 1977.
[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1145, ch. 434, eff. Sept. 1, 1977.
Amended by Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 1638, ch. 686, § 2, eff.
Aug. 27, 1979.]

Art. 1970-110b. County Criminal Court at Law
’ No. 2

Sec. 1. There is hereby created a Court to be
held in Harris County, Texas, to be called the
“County Criminal Court at Law No. 2.”

Hereafter wherever the name of County Court at
Law No. 3 appears in this Act creating said Court it
shall be read and understood as meaning and refer-
ring to “County Criminal Court No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court at Law No. 2
of Harris County, Texas, shall have and it is hereby
granted the same jurisdiction over criminal matters
that is now or may be vested in county courts
having jurisdiction in criminal actions and proceed-
ings under the Constitution and laws of Texas, and
shall have appellate jurisdiction in all appeals in
criminal cases from justice courts and corporation
courts within Harris County, Texas, and the judges
of said court shall have the same powers, rights and
privileges as to criminal matters as are or may be
vested in the judges of county courts having crimi-
nal jurisdiction; provided that said court shall have
no jurisdiction over any of those matters which is
now vested exclusively in the County Civil Court at
Law No. 1 or in the judge thereof.

See. 3. At each General Election, there shall be
elected a judge of the County Court at Law No. 3 of
Harris County, Texas, who shall have been a duly
licensed and practicing member of the Bar of this
State for not less than five (5) years, and who shall
hold his office for two (2) years and until his succes-
sor shall have been duly qualified; and he shall be
compensated as provided by law, and shall be paid
out of the county treasury by the Commissioners
Court in equal monthly installments; but such
judge shall not collect any fee from the county for
disposing of any criminal case, as provided in the
Code of Criminal Procedure of Texas. Said Court
or the judge thereof shall have the power to issue
writs of habeas corpus in criminal misdemeanor
cases, and all writs necessary to the enforcement of
its jurisdiction. When this Act becomes effective
the Commissioners Court of Harris County shall
appoint a judge of the County Court at Law No. 3
of Harris County, Texas, who shall have the qualifi-
cations herein prescribed and shall serve until the
next General Election and until his successor shall
be duly elected and qualified. Any vacancy there-
after occurring in the office of the judge of said
County Court at Law No. 8 of Harris County,
Texas, shall be filled by the Commissioners Court of
Harris County, the appointee thereof to hold office
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until the next succeeding General Election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 4. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, shall appoint an
official shorthand reporter for such court, who shall
be well skilled in his profession and shall be a sworn
officer of the court and shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court and all of the provisions of
Chapter 183, Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes of Tex-
as, 1925, as amended, and as the same may hereaf-
ter be amended and all other provisions of the Law
relating to “official court reporters” shall and is
hereby made to apply in all its provisions, in so far
as they are applicable to the official shorthand
reporter herein authorized to be appointed, and in so
far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions
of this Act, and such official shorthand reporter
shall be entitled to the same compensation as appli-
cable to official shorthand reporters in the District
Courts of Harris County, Texas, paid in the same
manner that compensation of official shorthand re-
porters of the District Courts of Harris County is
paid. .

See. 5. The county clerk of Harris County, Tex-
as, shall act as and be the clerk of said County
Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, in civil
matters and the district clerk of Harris County,
Texas, shall act as and be the clerk of said County
Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, in
criminal matters. The county clerk shall receive
and collect the same fees which he now receives and
collects as clerk of the County Court at Law of
Harris County, Texas, and the County Court at Law
No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, in civil matters and
causes. The district clerk shall receive and collect
such fees as he now receives and collects in criminal
matters as clerk of the County Court at Law No. 2
of Harris County, Texas.

Sec. 6. The sheriff of Harris County, either in
person or by deputy, shall attend said court when
required by the judge thereof; and the various
sheriffs and constables of this State executing pro-
cess issued out of said court shall receive the fees
now or hereafter fixed by law for executing process
issued out of county courts.

Sec. 7. The seal of the County Court at Law No.
3 of Harris County, Texas, shall be the same as that
provided by law for county courts, except that such
seal shall contain the words “County Court at Law
No. 3 of Harris County, Texas,” and said seal shall
be judicially noticed.

Sec. 8. A special judge of said court may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof.

Sec. 9. The terms of the court hereby created
shall begin on the first Monday of the months of '
June, August, October, December, February and
April of each year. The session of said court shall
be held in such place as may be provided therefor
by the Commissioners Court of Harris County.
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Sec. 10. When this Act becomes effective all
civil actions or proceedings having numbers ending
with 3, 6 and 9 pending on the docket of the County
Court at Law of Harris County, Texas, shall be
transferred to and docketed in the County Court at
Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, by the county
clerk and jurisdiction of such civil actioris and pro-
ceedings so transferred is hereby conferred upon
the County Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County,
Texas. All criminal cases of even numbers pending
on the docket of the County Court at Law No. 2 of
Harris County, Texas, on the effective date of this
Act shall be transferred to and docketed in the
County Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County,
Texas, by the district clerk and jurisdiction of such
causes so transferred is hereby conferred upon the
County Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County,
Texas.

Sec. 11. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 38 of Harris County, Texas, may exchange
benches with the judges of the County Court at
Law of Harris County, Texas, and the County Court
at Law No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, in the same
manner that the judges of the County Court at Law
of Harris County, Texas, and the County Court at
Law No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, are authorized
to exchange benches under the provisions of Section
5 of Senate Bill No. 144, Chapter 16 and Section 5 of
the Senate Bill No. 143, Chapter 24, Acts of the
Forty-first Legislature, Regular Session, 1929,

Sec. 12, The practice in said County Court at
Law No. 8, and in cases of appeal and writs of error
therefrom and thereto, shall be the same as is now,
or may hereafter be prescribed from county courts.

Sec. 18. All process issued out of the County
Court at Law of Harris County, Texas, and the
County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, prior to the time when the clerks thereof
shall transfer cases from the docket of said courts,
as provided in Section 10 of this Act, in cases
transferred as therein provided, shall be returned to
and filed in the court hereby created, and shall be
equally as valid and binding upon the parties to
such transferred cases as though such process had
been issued out of the County Court at Law No. 3
of Harris County, Texas. Likewise, in cases trans-
ferred to any one of the County Courts at Law by
order of the judge of one of said courts as provided
in Section 2 of this Act, all process extant at the
time of such transfer shall be returned to and filed
in the court to which such transfer is made, and
shall be as valid and binding as though originally
issued out of the court to which such transfer may
be made.

Sec. 14. If any part of this Act is held unconsti-
tutional by a court of competent jurisdiction such
holding of unconstitutionality shall not affect the
validity of the remaining provisions of this Act.
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Sec. 15, All laws or parts of laws in conflict
with the Act are hereby repealed to the extent of
such conflict only.

[Acts 1951, 52nd Leg. p. 170, ch. 108. Amended by Acts
1961, 57th Leg., p. 1078, ch. 481, 8§ 4, 7.]

Art. 1970-110c. County Criminal Court at Law
No. 3 of Harris County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created a Court to be
held in Harris County, Texas, to be called the
“County Criminal Court at Law No. 3.”

Wherever the name County Court at Law No. 4
appears in this Act creating said Court it shall from
and after the passage of this Act be read and
understood as designating and referring to the
County Criminal Court at Law No. 3.

Sec. 2. The County Court at Law No. 4 of Har-
ris County, Texas, shall have, and it is hereby
granted the same jurisdiction over criminal matters
that is now or may be vested in county courts
having jurisdiction in criminal actions and proceed-
ings under the Constitution and laws of Texas, and
shall have appellate jurisdiction in all appeals in
criminal cases from justice courts and corporation
courts within Harris County, and the judges of said
court shall have the same powers, rights and privi-
leges as to eriminal matters as are or may be vested
in the judges of county courts having criminal juris-
diction; provided that said court shall have no juris-
diction over any of those matters which is now
vested exclusively in the County Court of Harris
County, or in the judge thereof.

Sec. 2A. Repealed by Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p.
1078, ch. 481, § 6.

Sec. 3. The Judge of the 'said County Court at
Law No. 4 shall be elected at the General Election
by the qualified voters of Harris County for a term
of four (4) years and shall hold his office until his
successor shall have been elected and qualified. He
shall have been a duly licensed and practicing mem-
ber of the Bar of this State for not less than five (5)
years; and he shall be compensated as provided by
law, and shall be paid out of the county treasury by
the Commissioners Court in equal monthly install-
ments; but such judge shall not collect any fee from
the county for disposing of any criminal case, as
provided in the Code of Criminal Procedure of Tex-
as. Said Court or the judge thereof shall have the
power to issue writs of habeas corpus in criminal
misdemeanor cases, and all writs necessary to the
enforcement of its jurisdiction. When this Act be-
comes effective the Commissioners Court of Harris
County shall appoint a judge of the County Court at
Law No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, who shall have
the qualifications herein prescribed and shall serve
until the next General Election and until his succes-
sor shall be duly elected and qualified. Any vacan-
cy thereafter occurring in the office of the judge of
said County Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County,
Texas, shall be filled by the Commissioners Court of
Harris County, the appointee thereof to hold office
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until the next succeeding General Election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 4. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, shall appoint an
official shorthand reporter for such court, who shall
be well skilled in his profession and shall be a sworn
officer of the court and shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court and all of the provisions of
Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes of Tex-
as, 1925, as amended, and as the same may hereaf-
ter be amended and all other provisions of the Law
relating to “Official Court Reporters” shall and is
hereby made to apply in all its provisions, in so far
as they are applicable to the official shorthand
reporter herein authorized to be appointed, and in so
far as they are not inconsistent with the provisions
of this Act, and such official shorthand reporter
shall be entitled to the same compensation as appli-
cable to official shorthand reporters in the District
Courts of Harris County, Texas, paid in the same
manner that compensation of official shorthand re-
porters of the District Courts of Harris County is
paid.

Sec. 5. The County Clerk of Harris County, Tex-
as, shall act as and be the clerk of said County
Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, in civil
matters. The county elerk shall receive and collect
the same fees which he now receives and collects as
clerk of the County Court at Law of Harris County,
Texas, and the County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, and the County Court at Law No. 3
of Harris County, Texas, in civil matters and caus-
€s..

Sec. 5A. The District Clerk of Harris County,
Texas, shall act as and be the clerk of said County
Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, in
criminal matters. The District Clerk shall receive
and collect such fees as he now receives and collects
in criminal matters as clerk of the County Court at
Law No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, and the County
Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas.

Sec. 6. The sheriff of Harris County, either in
person or by deputy, shall attend said court when
required by the judge thereof; and the various
sheriffs and constables of this State executing pro-
cess issued out of said court shall receive the fees
now or hereafter fixed by law for executing process
issued out of county courts.

Sec. 7. The seal of the County Court at Law No.
4 of Harris County, Texas, shall be the same as that
provided by law for county courts, except that such
seal shall contain the words “County Court at Law
No. 4 of Harris County, Texas,” and said seal shall
be judicially noticed.

Sec. 8. A special judge of said court may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof.

Sec. 9. The terms of the court hereby created
shall begin on the first Monday of the months of
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June, August, October, December, February and
April of each year. The session of said court shall
be held in such place as may be provided therefor
by the Commissioners Court of Harris County.

Sec. 10. When this Act becomes effective, the
Distriet Clerk of Harris County, Texas, being the
clerk of this court for Criminal matters, in order to
provide a criminal docket for this court, shall file
the first one hundred (100) criminal cases to be
filed, in the said County Court at Law No. 4, and
beginning with the 101st case to be filed, such case
shall be filed in County Court at Law No. 2, and the
102nd case to be filed shall be filed in County Court
at Law No. 8 and the 103rd case to be filed shall be
filed in County Court at Law No. 4, and so on in
rotation so that thereafter of every three (3) cases
filed, each of the Courts, County Court at Law No.
2, County Court at Law No. 3 and County Court at
Law No. 4 shall each receive one (1) case: further,
immediately on the effective date of this Act all
criminal cases pending on the docket of County
Court .at Law No. 2 with a digit ending in the
number one and all cases pending on the docket of
County Court at Law No. 3 with a digit ending in
the number two shall be transferred to and docket-
ed in the County Court at Law No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas, by the district clerk and jurisdiction
of such cases so transferred is hereby conferred
upon the County Court at Law No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas.

Sec. 11. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, may exchange
benches with the judges of the County Court at
Law of Harris County, Texas, and the County Court
at Law No. 2 of Harris County, Texas, and the
County Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County,
Texas, in the same manner that the judges of the
County Court at Law of Harris County, Texas, and
the County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, and the County Court at Law No. 3 of Harris
County, Texas, are authorized to exchange benches
under the provisions of Section 5 of Senate Bill No.
144, Chapter 16 and Section 5 of Senate Bill No.
143, Chapter 24, Acts of the Forty-first Legislature,
Regular Session, 1929. \

See. 12. The practice in said County Court at
Law No. 4, and in cases of appeal and writs of error
therefrom and thereto, shall be the same as is now
or may hereafter be prescribed for county courts.

Sec. 13. All process issued out of the County
Court at Law of Harris County, Texas, and the
County Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, and the County Court at Law No. 3 of Harris
County, Texas, prior to the time when the clerks
thereof shall transfer cases from the docket of said
courts, as provided in Section 10 of this Act, in cases
transferred as therein provided, shall be returned to
and filed in the court hereby created, and shall be
equally as valid and binding upon the parties to
such transferred cases as though such process had
been issued out of the County Court at Law No. 4
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of Harris County, Texas. Likewise, in cases trans-
ferred to any one of the County Courts at law by
order of the judge of one of said courts as provided
in Section 2 of this Act, all process extant at the
time of such transfer shall be returned to and filed
in the court to which such transfer is made, and
shall be as valid and binding as though originally
issued out of the court to which such transfer may
be made.

[Acts 1957, 55th Leg., p. 1333, ch. 453. Amended by Acts
1961, 57th Leg., p. 1073, ch. 481, § 5.]

Art. 1970-110c.1.
No. 4

Sec. 1. There is hereby created at court to be
held in Harris County, Texas, to be called the
“County Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The County Criminal Court at Law No. 4
of Harris County, Texas, shall have, and it is hereby
granted the same jurisdiction over criminal matters
that is now or may be vested in county courts
having jurisdiction in criminal actions and proceed-
ings under the Constitution and laws of Texas, and
shall have appellate jurisdiction in all appeals in
criminal cases from justice courts and corporation
courts within Harris County, and the Judges of said
Court shall have the same powers, rights, and privi-
leges as to criminal matters as are or may be vested
in the judges of county courts having criminal juris-
diction; provided that said Court shall have no
jurisdiction over any of those matters which are
now vested exclusively in the County Court of Har-
ris County, or in the Judge thereof.

Sec. 3. The Judge of the said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 4 shall be elected at the General
Election by the qualified voters of Harris County
for a term of four (4) years and shall hold his office
until his successor shall have been elected and quali-
fied. He shall have been a duly licensed and prac-
ticing member of the Bar of this State for not less

County Criminal Court at Law

than five (5) years; and he shall be compensated as

provided by law, and shall be paid out of the county
treasury by the Commissioners Court in equal
monthly installments; but such Judge shall not
collect any fee from the county for disposing of any
criminal case, as provided in the Code of Criminal
Procedure of Texas. Said Court or the Judge there-
of shall have the power to issue writs of habeas
corpus in criminal misdemeanor cases, and all writs
necessary to the enforcement of its jurisdiction.
When this Act becomes effective the Commissioners
Court of Harris County shall appoint a Judge of the
County Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of Harris
County, Texas, who shall have the qualifications
herein prescribed and shall serve until the next
General Election and until his successor shall be
duly elected and qualified. Any vacancy thereafter
occurring in the office of the Judge of said County
Criminal Court at Law No. 4 .of Harris County,
Texas, shall be filled by the Commissioners Court of
Harris County, the appointee thereof to hold office
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until the next succeeding General Election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified.

Sec. 4. The Judge of the County Criminal Court
at Law No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, shall appoint
an official shorthand reporter for such Court, who
shall be well skilled in his profession and shall be a
sworn officer of the Court and shall hold his office
at the pleasure of the Court and all of the provisions
of Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes of
Texas, 1925, as amended, and as the same may
hereafter be amended and all other provisions of the
Law relating to “Official Court Reporters” shall
and is hereby made to apply in all its provisions,
insofar as they are applicable to the official short-
hand reporter herein authorized to be appointed,
and insofar as they are not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, and such official shorthand
reporter shall be entitled to the same compensation
as applicable to official shorthand reporters in the
District Courts of Harris County, Texas, paid in the
same manner that compensation of official short-
hand reporters of the District Courts of Harris
County is paid.

Sec. 5. The District Clerk of Harris County,
Texas, shall act as and be the clerk of said County
Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County,
Texas. The Distriet Clerk shall receive and collect
such fees as he now receives and collects in criminal
matters as clerk of the County Criminal Court at
Law No. 1 of Harris County, Texas, and the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County,
Texas, and the County Criminal Court at Law No. 3
of Harris County, Texas. :

Sec. 8. The sheriff of Harris County, either in
person or by deputy, shall attend said Court when
required by the Judge thereof; and the various
sheriffs and constables of this State executing pro-
cess issued out of said Court shall receive the fees
now or hereafter fixed by law for executing process
issued out of county courts.

Sec. 7. The seal of the County Criminal Court at
Law No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, shall be the
same as that provided by law for county courts,
except that such seal shall contain the words “Coun-
ty Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County,
Texas,” and said seal shall be judicially noticed.

Sec. 8. A special Judge of said Court may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof.

Sec..9. The terms of the Court hereby created
shall begin on the first Monday of the months of
June, August, October, December, February, and
April of each year. The sessions of said Court shall
be held in such place as may be provided therefor
by the Commissioners Court of Harris County.

Sec. 10. When this Act becomes effective, the
District Clerk of Harris County, Texas, in order to
provide a docket for this Court, shall file the first
one hundred (100) cases to be filed, in the said
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County Criminal Court at Law No. 4, and beginning
with the 101st case to be filed, such case shall be
filed in County Criminal Court at Law No. 1, and
the 102nd case to be filed shall be filed in County
Criminal Court at Law No. 2, and the 103rd case to
be filed shall be filed in County Criminal Court at
Law No. 3 and the 104th case to be filed shall be
filed in County Criminal Court at Law No. 4, and so
on in rotation so thereafter of every four (4) cases
filed, each of the Courts, County Criminal Court at
Law No. 1, County Criminal Court at Law No. 2,
County Criminal Court at Law No. 3, and County
Criminal Court at Law No. 4 shall each receive one
(1) case: further, immediately on the effective date
of this Act every case having numbers ending with
0 and every case having numbers ending with 5
pending on the dockets of the County Criminal
Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County and the
County Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County and the County Criminal Court at Law No. 3
of Harris County shall be at once transferred to and
docketed in the County Criminal Court at Law No. 4
of Harris County, by the District Clerk and jurisdic-
tion of such cases so transferred is hereby con-
ferred upon the County Criminal Court at Law No.
4 of Harris County, Texas.

Sec. 11. The Judge of the County Criminal
Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County, Texas, may
exchange benches with the Judges of the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County,
Texas, and the County Criminal Court at Law No. 2
of Harris County, Texas, and the County Criminal
Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, in the
same manner that the Judges of the County Crimi-
nal Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County, Texas,
and the County Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of
Harris County, Texas, and the County Criminal
Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, are
authorized to exchange benches under the provi-
sions of Section 5 of Senate Bill No. 144, Chapter
161 and Section 5 of Senate Bill No. 143, Chapter
24,2 Acts of the Forty-first Legislature, Regular
Session, 1929. The Judges of the County Criminal
Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County, Texas, the
County Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, the County Criminal Court at Law
No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, and the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County,
Texas, may transfer criminal causes between said
courts by entry of an order on the docket of the
Court from which the cause is transferred, provided
that no cause shall be transferred without the con-
sent of the Judge of the Court to which transferred.

Sec. 12. The practice in said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 4, and in cases of appeal and
writs of error therefrom and thereto, shall be the
same as is now or may hereafter be prescribed for
county courts.

Sec. 13. All process issued out of the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County,
Texas, and the County Criminal Court at Law No. 2
of Harris County, Texas, and the County Criminal
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Court at Law No. 8 of Harris County, Texas, prior
to the time when the clerks thereof shall transfer
cases from the dockets of said Courts, as provided
in Section 10 of this Act, in cases transferred as
therein provided, shall be returned to and filed in
the Court hereby created, and shall be equally as
valid and binding upon the parties to such transfer-
red cases as though such process had been issued
out of the County Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of
Harris County, Texas. Likewise, in cases transfer-
red to any one of the County Criminal Courts at
Law by order of the Judge of one of said Courts as
provided in Section 11 of this Act, all process extant
at the time of such transfer shall be returned to and
filed in the Court to which such transfer is made,
and shall be as valid and binding as though original-
ly issued out of the Court to which such transfer
may be made.

[Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 155, ch. 95.]

1 Article 1970-94a.
2 Article 1970-106a.

Art. 1970-110c.2. County Criminal Court at Law
Nos. 5, 6 and 7 of Harris County

(a) There are hereby created three courts to be
held in Harris County, Texas, to be called the
“County Criminal Court at Law No. 5 of Harris
County, Texas,” the “County Criminal Court at Law
No. 6 of Harris County, Texas,” and the “County
Criminal Court at Law No. 7 of Harris County,
Texas.”

(b) The County Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 5, 6,
and 7 of Harris County, Texas, shall have, and they
are hereby granted the same jurisdiction over crimi-
nal matters that is now or may be vested in county
courts having jurisdiction in criminal actions and
proceedings under the constitution and laws of Tex-
as, and shall have appellate jurisdiction in all ap-
peals in criminal cases from justice courts and cor-
poration courts within Harris County, and the
judges of said courts shall have the same powers,
rights, and privileges as to criminal matters as are
or may be vested in the judges of county courts
having criminal jurisdiction; provided that said
courts shall have no jurisdiction over any of those
matters which are now vested exclusively in the
County Court of Harris County, or in the judge
thereof.

(c) Each of the judges of the County Criminal
Courts at Law Nos. 5, 6, and 7 shall be elected at
the general election by the qualified voters of Har-
ris County for a term of four years and shall hold
office until his successor shall have been elected

-and qualified. He shall have been a duly licensed

and practicing member of the Bar of this state for
not less than five years; and he shall be compensat-
ed as provided by law, and shall be paid out of the
county treasury by the commissioners court in
equal monthly installments; but such judge shall
not collect any fee from the county for disposing of
any criminal case, as provided in the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of Texas. Said courts or the judges
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thereof shall have the power to issue writs of habe-
as corpus in criminal misdemeanor cases, and all
writs necessary to the enforcement of its jurisdic-
tion. When this Act becomes effective the Commis-
sioners Court of Harris County shall appoint a
judge of the County Criminal Court at Law No. 5 of
Harris County, Texas, and a judge of the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 6 of Harris County,
Texas, and a judge of the County Criminal Court at
Law No. 7 of Harris County, Texas, who shall have
the qualifications herein prescribed and shall serve
until the next general election and until their sue-
cessors shall be duly elected and qualified. Any
vacancy thereafter occurring in the office of the
judge of said County Criminal Court at Law No. 5
of Harris County, Texas, or in the office of the
judge of said County Criminal Court at Law No. 6
of Harris County, Texas, or in the office of the
judge of said County Criminal Court at Law No. 7
of Harris County, Texas, shall be filled by the
Commissioners Court of Harris County, the appoin-
tee thereof to hold office until the next succeeding
general election and until his successor shall be duly
elected and qualified.

(d) The judges of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 5, 6, and 7 of Harris County, Texas, shall
each appoint an official shorthand reporter for his
court, who shall be well skilled in his profession and
shall be a sworn officer of the court and shall hold
his office at the pleasure of the court and all the
provisions of Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended, and as the
same may hereafter be amended and all other provi-
sions of the law relating to “official court report-
ers” shall and are hereby made to apply in all its
provisions, insofar as they are applicable to the
official shorthand reporters herein authorized to be
appointed, and insofar as they are not inconsistent
with the provisions of this Act, and such official
shorthand reporters shall be entitled to the same
compensation as applicable to official shorthand re-
porters in the district courts of Harris County,
Texas, paid in the same manner that compensation
of official shorthand reporters of the district courts
of Harris County is paid.

(e) The district clerk of Harris County, Texas,
shall act as and be the clerk of said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 5 of Harris County, Texas, of said
County Criminal Court at Law No. 6 of Harris
County, Texas, and of said County Criminal Court
at Law No. 7 of Harris County, Texas. The district
clerk shall receive and collect such fees as he now
receives and collects in criminal matters as clerk of
the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, and
4 of Harris County, Texas.

(f) The sheriff of Harris County, either in person
or by deputy, shall attend said courts when required
by the judges thereof; and the various sheriffs and
constables of this state executing process issued out
of said courts shall receive the fees now or hereaf-
ter fixed by law for executing process issued out of
county courts.
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(g) The seals of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 5, 6, and 7 of Harris County, Texas, shall
be the same as that provided by law for county
courts, except that such seals shall contain the
words “County Criminal Court at Law No. 5 of
Harris County, Texas,” and the words “County
Criminal Court at Law No. 6 of Harris County,
Texas,” and the words “County Criminal Court at
Law No. 7 of Harris County, Texas,” respectively,
and said seals shall be judicially noticed.

(h) A special judge of each of said courts may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now-or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof.

(i) The terms of the courts hereby created shall
begin on the first Monday of the months of June,
August, October, December, February, and April of
each year. The sessions of said courts shall be held
in such places as may be provided therefor by the
Commissioners Court of Harris County.

() When this Act becomes effective, the district
clerk of Harris County, Texas, shall alternately file
the first 300 cases to be filed in the said County
Criminal Court at Law No. 5, and the said County
Criminal Court at Law No. 6, and the said County
Criminal Court at Law No. 7, with 100 cases being
filed in each of the three said courts. Thereafter,
cases shall be filed in rotation so thereafter of every
seven cases filed, each of the County Criminal
Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, and 7 shall each
receive one case.

(k) The judges of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 5, 6, and 7 of Harris County, Texas, may
exchange benches with each other and with the
judges of the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos.
1, 2, 3, and 4 of Harris County, Texas, in the same
manner that the judges of the County Criminal
Court at Law No. 1 of Harris County, Texas, and
the County Criminal Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, and the County Criminal Court at
Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, and the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County,
Texas, are authorized to exchange benches. The
judges of the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos.
1,2, 8,4, 5, 6, and 7 of Harris County, Texas, may
transfer criminal causes between said courts by
entry of an order on the docket of the court from
which the cause is transferred, provided that no
cause shall be transferred without the consent of
the judge of the court to which transferred.

() The practice in said County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 5, 6, and 7, and in cases of appeal and
writs of error therefrom and thereto, shall be the
same as is now or may hereafter be prescribed for
county courts.

(m) In cases transferred to any one of the County
Criminal Courts at Law of Harris County, Texas, as
provided in this Act, all process extant at the time
of such transfer shall be returned to and filed in the
court to which such transfer is made, and shall be
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as valid and binding as though originally issued out
of the court to which such transfer may be made.

[Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 582, ch. 251, § 1, eff. Aug. 217,
1973.]

Art, 1970-110c.3. County Criminal Court at Law
Nos. 8 and 9 of Harris County

(a) There are hereby created two courts to be
held in Harris County, Texas, to be called the
“County Criminal Court at Law No. 8 of Harris
County, Texas,” and the “County Criminal Court at
Law No. 9 of Harris County, Texas.”

(b) The County Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 8
and 9 of Harris County, Texas, shall have, and they
are hereby granted the same jurisdiction over crimi-
nal matters that is now or may be vested in county
courts having jurisdiction in criminal actions and
proceedings under the constitution and laws of Tex-
as, and shall have appellate jurisdiction in all ap-
peals in eriminal cases from justice courts and cor-
poration courts within Harris County, and the
judges of said courts shall have the same powers,
rights, and privileges as to criminal matters as are
or may be vested in the judges. of county courts
having criminal jurisdiction; provided that said
courts shall have no jurisdiction over any of those
matters which are now vested exclusively in the
County Court of Harris County, or in the judge
thereof.

(c) When this Act becomes effective, the Commis-
sioners Court of Harris County shall appoint a
judge of the County Criminal Court at Law No. 8 of
Harris County, Texas, and a judge of the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 9 of Harris County,
Texas, who shall have the qualifications herein pre-
scribed and shall serve until the next general elec-
tion and until their successors shall be duly elected
and qualified. At the general election in 1978 and
every fourth year thereafter, there shall be elected
by the qualified voters of Harris County a judge of
each of the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 8
and 9 of Harris County for a regular term of four
years as provided in Article V, Section 30, and
Article XVI, Section 65 of the Texas Constitution.
The judge shall have been a duly licensed and
practicing member of the bar of this state for not
less than five years; and he shall be compensated
as provided by law, and shall be paid out of the
county treasury by the commissioners court in
equal monthly installments; but such judge shall
not collect any fee from the county for disposing of
any criminal case, as provided in the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure of Texas. Any vacancy occurring in
the office of the judge of said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 8 of Harris County, Texas, or in
the office of the judge of said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 9 of Harris County, Texas, shall
be filled by the Commissioners Court of Harris
County, the appointee thereof to hold office until
the next succeeding general election and until his
successor shall be duly elected and qualified. Said
courts or the judges thereof shall have the power to
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issue writs of habeas corpus in criminal misdemean-
or cases, and all writs necessary to the enforcement
of its jurisdiction.

(d) The judges of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 8 and 9 of Harris County, Texas, shall
each appoint an official shorthand reporter for his
court, who shall be well skilled in his profession and
shall be a sworn officer of the court and shall hold
his office at the pleasure of the court and all of the
provisions of Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Civil
Statutes of Texas, 1925, as amended, and as the
same may hereafter be amended and all other provi-
sions of the law relating to official court reporters
shall and are hereby made to apply in all its provi-
sions, insofar as they are applicable to the official
shorthand reporters herein authorized to be appoint-
ed, and insofar as they are not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, and such official shorthand
reporters shall be entitled to the same compensation
as applicable to official shorthand reporters in the
district courts of Harris County, Texas, paid in the
same manner that compensation of official short-
hand reporters of the district courts of Harris Coun-
ty is paid.

(e) The district clerk of Harris County, Texas,
shall act as and be the clerk of said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 8 of Harris County, Texas, and of
said County Criminal Court at Law No. 9 of Harris
County, Texas. The district clerk shall receive and
collect such fees as he now receives and collects in
criminal matters as clerk of the County Criminal
Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of Harris
County, Texas.

(f) The sheriff of Harris County, either in person
or by deputy, shall attend said courts when required
by the judges thereof; and the various sheriffs and
constables of this state executing process issued out
of said courts shall receive the fees now or hereaf-
ter fixed by law for executing process issued out of
county courts.

(g) The seals of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 8 and 9 of Harris County, Texas, shall be
the same as that provided by law for county courts,
except that such seals shall contain the words
“County Criminal Court at Law No. 8 of Harris
County, Texas,” and the words “County Criminal
Court at Law No. 9 of Harris County, Texas,”
respectively, and said seals shall be judicially no-
ticed.

(h) A special judge of each of said courts may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof.

(i) The terms of the courts hereby created shall
begin on the first Monday of the months of June,
August, October, December, February, and April of
each year. The sessions of said courts shall be held
in such places as may be provided therefor by the
Commissioners Court of Harris County.
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() When this Act becomes effective, the district
clerk of Harris County, Texas, shall alternately file
the first 200 cases to be filed in the said County
Criminal Court at Law No. 8, and the said County
Criminal Court at Law No. 9, with 100 cases being
filed in each of the two said courts. Thereafter,
cases shall be filed in rotation so thereafter of every
9 cases filed, each of the County Criminal Courts at
Law' Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 shall each
receive one case.

(k) The judges of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 8 and 9 of Harris County, Texas, may
exchange benches with each other and with the
judges of the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos.
1, 2,3, 4,5, 6, and 7 of Harris County, Texas, in the
same manner that the judges of the County Crimi-
nal Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, and 7 of
Harris County, Texas, are authorized to exchange
benches. The judges of the County Criminal Courts
at Law Nos. 1, 2,8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 of Harris
County, Texas, may transfer criminal causes be-
tween said courts by entry of an order on the docket
of the court from which the cause is transferred,
provided that no cause shall be transferred without
the consent of the judge of the court to which
transferred.

({) The practice in said County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 8 and 9 and in cases of appeal and writs
of error therefrom and thereto, shall be the same as
is now or may hereafter be prescribed for county
courts.

(m) In cases transferred to any one of the County
Criminal Courts at Law of Harris County, Texas, as
provided in this Act, all process extant at the time
of such transfer shall be returned to and filed in the
court to which such transfer is made, and shall be
as valid and binding as though originally issued out
of the court to which such transfer shall be made.

[Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 928, ch. 346, § 1, eff. Jan. 1,
1976.]

Art. 1970-110c.4. County Criminal Court at Law
No. 10 of Harris County

(a) There is hereby created a court to be held in
Harris County, Texas, to be called the “County
Criminal Court at Law No. 10 of Harris County,
Texas.”

(b) The County Criminal Court at Law No. 10 of
Harris County, Texas, shall have and it is hereby
granted the same jurisdiction over criminal matters
that is now or may be vested in county courts
having jurisdiction in criminal actions and proceed-
ings under the constitution and laws of Texas and
shall have appellate jurisdiction in all appeals in
criminal cases from justice courts and corporation
courts within Harris County, and the judge of said
court shall have the same powers, rights, and privi-
leges as to criminal matters as are or may be vested
in the judges of county courts having criminal juris-
diction; provided that said court shall have no juris-
diction over any of those matters which are now
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vested exclusively in the County Court of Harris
County or in the judge thereof. '

(¢) When this Act becomes effective, the Commis-
sioners Court of Harris County shall appoint a
judge of the County Criminal Court at Law No. 10
of Harris County, Texas, who shall have the qualifi-
cations herein prescribed and shall serve until the
next general election and until his successor shall be
duly elected and qualified. At the general election
in 1982 and every fourth year thereafter, there shall
be elected by the qualified voters of Harris County
a judge of the County Criminal Court at Law No. 10
of Harris County for a regular term of four years
as provided in Article V, Section 30, and Article
XVI, Section 65, of the Texas Constitution. The
judge shall have been a duly licensed and practicing
member of the bar of this state for not less than
five years, and he shall be compensated as provided
by law and shall be paid out of the county treasury
by the commissioners court in equal monthly install-
ments, but such judge shall not collect any fee from
the county for disposing of any criminal case, as
provided in the Code of Criminal Procedure of Tex-
as. Any vacancy occurring in the office of the
judge of said County Criminal Court at Law No. 10
of Harris County, Texas, shall be filled by the
Commissioners Court of Harris County, the appoin-
tee thereof to hold office until the next succeeding
general election and until his successor shall be duly
elected and qualified. Said court or the judge there-
of shall have the power to issue writs of habeas
corpus in criminal misdemeanor cases and all writs
necessary to the enforcement of its jurisdiction.

(d) The judge of the County Criminal Court at
Law No. 10 of Harris County, Texas, shall appoint
an official shorthand reporter for his court, who
shall be well skilled in his profession and shall be a
sworn officer of the court and shall hold his office
at the pleasure of the court; and all of the provi-
sions of Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes
of Texas, 1925, as amended, and as the same hereaf-
ter be amended and all other provisions of the law
relating to official court reporters shall and are
hereby made to apply in all its provisions insofar as
they are applicable to the official shorthand report-
ers herein authorized to be appointed and insofar as
they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Act; and such official shorthand reporters shall be
entitled to the same compensation as applicable to
official shorthand reporters in the district courts of
Harris County, Texas, paid in the same manner that
compensation of official shorthand reporters of the
district courts of Harris County is paid.

(e) The district clerk of Harris County, Texas,
shall act as and be the clerk of said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 10 of Harris County, Texas. The
district clerk shall receive and collect such fees as
he now receives and collects in criminal matters as
clerk of the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 1,
2, 8,4, 5,6, 17, 8 and 9 of Harris County, Texas.
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(f) The sheriff of Harris County, either in person
or by deputy, shall attend said court when required
by the judge thereof, and the various sheriffs and
constables of this state executing process issued out
of said court shall receive the fees now or hereafter
fixed by law for executing process issued out of
county courts.

(g) The seal of the County Criminal Court at Law
No. 10 of Harris County, Texas, shall be the same
as that provided by law for county courts, except
that such seal shall contain the words “County
Criminal Court at Law No. 10 of Harris County,
Texas,” and said seal shall be judicially noticed.

(h) A special judge of said court may be appoint-
ed or elected in the manner and instances now or
hereafter provided by law relating to county courts
and judges thereof.

(i) The terms of the court hereby created shall
begin on the first Monday of the months of June,
August, October, December, February, and April of
each year. The sessions of said court shall be held
in such place as may be provided therefor by the
Commissioners Court of Harris County.

(j) The judges of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10 of Harris
County, Texas, may make such rules governing the
random filing, numbering, and docketing of cases
by the clerk, the assignment thereof for trial and
the distribution of the work of such courts as in
their discretion is deemed necessary or desirable for
the orderly equalization of the dockets and dispatch
of the business of the courts. The clerk, with the
approval of the judges of the courts, may utilize
mechanical or electronic means in the random filing,
numbering, and docketing of the cases.

(k) The judge of the County Criminal Court at
Law No. 10 of Harris County, Texas, may exchange
benches with the judges of the County Criminal
Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of
Harris County, Texas, in the same manner that the
judges of the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos.
1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7, 8, and 9 of Harris County, Texas,
are authorized to exchange benches. The judges of
the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, 4, 5,
6, 7, 8 9, and 10 of Harris County, Texas, may
transfer criminal causes between said courts by
entry of an order on the docket of the court from
which the cause is transferred; provided that no
cause shall be transferred without the consent of
the judge of the court to which transferred.

(!) The practice in said County Criminal Court at
Law No. 10 and in cases of appeal and writs of
error therefrom and thereto shall be the same as is
now or may hereafter be prescribed for county
courts.

(m) In cases transferred to any one of the County
Criminal Courts at Law of Harris County, Texas, as
provided in this Act, all process extant at the time
of such transfer shall be returned to and filed in the
court to which such transfer is made and shall be as
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valid and binding as though originally issued out of
the court to which such transfer shall be made.
[Acts 1979, 66th Leg., p. 474, ch. 217, § 1, eff. Jan. 1, 1980.
Amended by Acts 1981, 67th Leg., p. 172, ch. 79, § 1, eff.
Aug. 31, 1981.]

Art. 1970-110c.5. County Criminal Court at Law
Nos. 11 and 12 of Harris County

Sec. 1. (a) There are hereby created two courts
to be held in Harris County, Texas, to be called the
“County Criminal Court at Law No. 11 of Harris
County, Texas,” and the “County Criminal Court at
Law No. 12 of Harris County, Texas.”

(b) The County Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 11
and 12 of Harris County, Texas, shall have and they
are hereby granted the same jurisdiction over crimi-
nal matters that is now or may be vested in county
courts having jurisdiction in criminal actions and
proceedings under the constitution and laws of Tex-
as and shall have appellate jurisdiction in all appeals
in criminal cases from justice courts and municipal
courts within Harris County, and the judges of said
courts shall have the same powers, rights, and
privileges as to criminal matters as are or may be
vested in the judges of county courts having crimi-
nal jurisdiction, provided that said courts shall have
no jurisdiction over any of those matters which are
now vested exclusively in the County Court of Har-
ris County or in the judge thereof.

(c) When this Act becomes effective, the Commis-
sioners Court of Harris County shall appoint a
judge of the County Criminal Court at Law No. 11
of Harris County, Texas, and a judge of the County
Criminal Court at Law No. 12 of Harris County,
Texas, who shall have the qualifications herein pre-
seribed and shall serve until the next general elec-
tion at which time these offices appear on the ballot
as provided by Article XVI, Section 65, of the Texas
Constitution and until their successors shall be duly
elected and qualified, and every fourth year there-
after there shall be elected by the qualified voters
of Harris County a judge of each of the County
Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 11 and 12 of Harris
County for a regular term of four years as provided
in Article V, Section 30, and Article XVI, Section 65,
of the Texas Constitution. The judge shall have
been a duly licensed and practicing member of the
bar of this state for not less than five years, and he
shall be compensated as provided by law and shall
be paid out of the county treasury by the commis-
sioners court in equal monthly installments, but
such judge shall not collect any fee from the county
for disposing of any criminal case, as provided in
the Code of Criminal Procedure of Texas. Any
vacaney occurring in the office of the Judge of said
County Criminal Court at Law No. 11 of Harris
County, Texas, or in the office of the County Crimi-
nal Court at Law No. 12 of Harris County, Texas,
shall be filled by the Commissioners Court of Harris
County, the appointee thereof to hold office until
the next succeeding general election at which these
offices appear on the ballot as provided by Article
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XVI, Section 65, of the Texas Constitution and until
their successors shall be duly elected and qualified.
Said courts or the judges thereof shall have the
power to issue writs of habeas corpus in eriminal
misdemeanor cases and all writs necessary to the
enforcement of its jurisdiction.

(d) The judges of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 11 and 12 of Harris County, Texas, shall
each appoint an official court reporter for his court,
who shall be well skilled in his profession and shall
be a sworn officer of the court and shall hold his
office at the pleasure of the court and all of the
provisions of Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Statutes,
as amended, and as the same may hereafter be
amended and all other provisions of the law relating
to official court reporters shall and are hereby made
to apply in all its provisions insofar as they are
applicable to the official court reporters herein au-
thorized to be appointed and insofar as they are not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, and
such official court reporters shall be entitled to the
same compensation as applicable to official court
reporters in the district courts of Harris County,
Texas, paid in the same manner that compensation
of official court reporters of the district courts of
Harris County, Texas.

(e) The district clerk of Harris County, Texas,
shall act as and be the clerk of said County Criminal
Court at Law No. 11 of Harris County, Texas, and
of said County Criminal Court at Law No. 12 of
Harris County, Texas. The district clerk shall re-
ceive and collect such fees as provided by law.

(f) The sheriff of Harris County, either in person
or by deputy, shall attend said courts when required
by the judges thereof, and the various sheriffs and
constables of this state executing process issued out
of said courts shall receive the fees now or hereaf-

_ter fixed by law for executing process issued out of
county courts.

(g) The seals of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 11 and 12 of Harris County, Texas, shall
be the same as that provided by law for county
courts, except that such seals shall contain the
words “County Criminal Court at Law No. 11 of
Harris County, Texas,” and the words “County
Criminal Court at Law No. 12 of Harris County,
Texas,” respectively, and said seals shall be judicial-
ly noticed.

(h) A special judge of each of said courts may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof. :

(i) The terms of the courts hereby created shall
begin on the first Monday of the months of June,
August, October, December, February, and April of
each year. The sessions of said courts shall be held
in such places as may be provided therefor by the
Commissioners Court of Harris County.

(j) When this Act becomes effective the district
clerk shall transfer all cases pending in County
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Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9,
and 10 of Harris County, Texas, ending in the
numeral 1 of the cause number to County Criminal
Court at Law No. 11 of Harris County, Texas, and
ending in the numeral 6 of the cause number to
County Criminal Court at Law No. 12 of Harris
County, Texas. Thereafter, the judges of the Coun-
ty Criminal Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, and 12 of Harris County, Texas, may make
such rules governing the random filing, numbering,
and docketing of cases by the clerk, the assignment
thereof for trial, and the distribution of the work of
such courts as in their discretion is deemed neces-
sary or desirable for the courts. The clerk with the
approval of the judges of the courts may utilize
mechanical or electronic means in the random filing,
numbering, and docketing of the cases.

(k) The judges of the County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 11 and 12 of Harris County, Texas, may
exchange benches with each other and with the
judges of the County Criminal Courts at Law Nos.
1,28,4,5,6,7,8,9, and 10 of Harris County in the
same manner that the judges of the County Crimi-
nal Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 8,4, 5,6,7, 8, 9, and 10
of Harris County, Texas, are authorized to ex-
change benches. The judges of the County Crimi-
nal Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6,7, 8,9, 10, 11,
and 12 of Harris County, Texas, may transfer crimi-
nal causes between said courts by entry of an order
on the docket of the court from which the cause is
transferred, provided that no cause shall be trans-
ferred without the consent of the judge of the court
to which transferred.

(!) The practice in said County Criminal Courts at
Law Nos. 11 and 12 and in cases of appeal and writs
of error therefrom and thereto shall be the same as
is now or may hereafter be prescribed for county
courts.

(m) In cases transferred to any one of the County
Criminal Courts at Law of Harris County, Texas, as
provided in this Act, all process extant at the time
of such transfer shall be returned to and filed in the
court to which such transfer is made and shall be as
valid and binding as though originally issued out of
the court to which such transfer shall be made.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 155, ch. 43, § 1.]
Sections 2 to 4 of the 1983 Act provide:

“Sec. 2. If any provision, section, or clause of this Act or
application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect the provisions or applications hereof
which can be given effect without the invalid provision, section, or
clause, and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be
severable.

“Sec. 8. The provisions of this Act pertaining to County Crimi-
nal Court at Law No. 11 of Harris County, Texas, shall become
effective on June 1, 1983.

“Sec. 4. The provisions of this Act pertaining to County Crimi-
nal Court at Law No. 12 of Harris County, Texas, shall become
effective on September 1, 1983.”
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Art. 1970-110d. County Civil Court at Law No. 2
of Harris County

(a) There is hereby created a court to be held in
Harris County, Texas, to be called the “County Civil
Court at Law No. 2 of Harris County, Texas,” and
the seal of said Court shall be the same as provided
by law for county courts except the seal shall con-
tain the words “County Civil Court at Law No. 2.”

(b) The County Civil Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, shall have, and it is hereby granted
the same jurisdiction over civil matters, proceedings
and cases, that is now or may be vested in the
County Civil Court at Law No. 1, and shall have
jurisdiction in civil actions, and the judge thereof to
exercise equal administrative and ministerial juris-
diction in matters of the filing and disposition of
proceedings in eminent domain, concurrently and
coextensively with the judge presiding in County
Civil Court at Law No. 1, under the Constitution
and laws of Texas, and this Court shall have appel-
late jurisdiction likewise in appeals of civil cases
from the justice courts within Harris County, and
the Judges of said Court shall have the same pow-
ers, rights and privileges as to civil matters as are
or may be vested in the judges of county courts
having civil jurisdiction, provided that the said
Court shall have no jurisdiction over any of those
matters which is now vested exclusively in the
County Court of Harris County, or in the Judge
thereof.

(¢} The County Civil Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County shall have jurisdiction in all civil matters
and causes, original and appellate, except probate
matters, over which, by the Constitution and gener-
al laws of the State of Texas, the County Court of
said County would have formerly had jurisdiction,
and shall have equal and like jurisdiction over civil
cases, and civil proceedings in the same manner as
jurisdiction has been heretofore exercised in civil
cases and civil proceedings and in eminent domain
by the County Civil Court at Law No. 1.

That County Civil Courts at Law (No. 1 and No. 2)
shall have special jurisdiction in matters of eminent
domain and the Judges thereof shall have sole ad-
ministrative and ministerial jurisdiction to file and
dispose of proceedings in eminent domain concur-
rently and coextensively when filed in either of said
Civil Courts or with the respective Judges thereof.

(d) The terms of the County Civil Court at Law
No. 2 of Harris County, and the practice therein and
appeals and writs of error therefrom shall be as
prescribed by laws relating to county courts. The
terms of the Harris County Civil Court at Law No.
2 for civil cases shall be held as now established for
the terms of the County Civil Court at Law No. 1 of
Harris County until the same be changed in accord-
ance with the law.

Said Court shall hold six (6) terms a year, begin-
ning respectively on the first Monday in January, in
March, in May, in July, in September, and in Novem-
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ber of each year, and each term shall continue until
the business is disposed of.

(e) The Judge of the said Harris County Civil
Court at Law No. 2, shall be elected at the General
Election by the qualified voters of Harris County
for a term of four (4) years and shall hold his office
until his successor shall have been elected and quali-
fied. He shall have been a duly licensed and prac-
ticing member of the Bar of this State for not less
than five (5) years; and he shall be compensated as
provided by law, and shall be paid out of the county
treasury by the Commissioners Court in equal
monthly installments; and when this Act becomes
effective the Commissioners Court of Harris County
shall appoint a Judge to the County Civil Court at
Law No. 2 of Harris County who shall have the
qualifications herein prescribed, and shall serve un-
til the next General Election, and until his successor
shall be duly elected and qualified. Any vacancy
thereafter occurring in the office of Judge of said
Harris County Civil Court at Law No. 2, shall be
filled by the Commissioners Court of Harris County,
the appointee thereof to hold office until the next
succeeding General Election and until his successor
shall be duly elected and qualified.

(f) The Judge of the Harris County Civil Court at
Law No. 2 shall execute a bond and take the oath of
office as required by the law relating to county
judges.

(g) A special Judge of the Harris County Civil
Court at Law No. 2 may be appointed or elected as
provided by law relating to county courts and to the
judges thereof.

(h) The County Clerk of Harris County shall be
the Clerk of the Harris County Civil Court at Law
No. 2. The Sheriff of Harris County shall, in per-
son or by deputy, attend the said Court when re-
quired by the Judge thereof.

Said County Clerk shall keep separate dockets for
each of said Civil Courts, No. 1 and No. 2, and shall
tax the official court reporter’s fee as costs in civil
actions filed in each of said Courts in like manner as
said fee is taxed in civil cases in the district courts.

The County Clerk shall after the effective date of
this Act, file all civil cases and civil proceedings
exclusively in the County Civil Courts at Law No. 1
and No. 2 and shall file said civil cases alternately in
each of said Courts as presented for filing.

() In case of disqualification, an overcrowded
docket, sickness or absence from the county, of any
of the Judges of the County Civil Courts at Law No.
1 or No. 2, of County Criminal Courts at Law
Numbers 1, 2 or 3, any other Judge of said Courts
may exchange benches with any other County Court
at Law Judge of Harris County, Texas, and when so
exchanging benches with any other of the said
County Court at Law Judges of Harris County, the
Judge of County Civil Court at Law No. 2 of Harris
County, Texas, shall have all power and jurisdiction
of the County Civil or County Criminal Courts at
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Law, and of the judge thereof, while so exchanging
benches; and in like manner the Judges of said
County Civil or Criminal Courts at Law of Harris
County, Texas, shall have all the power and jurisdic-
tion of any other of said Civil or Criminal County
Courts at Law and of the Judges thereof while so
exchanging benches, and may sign orders, judg-
ments and decrees, or other process as “Judge
Presiding” when acting for such disqualified or
absent judge upon request or in an emergency, or
for good cause shown.

That the salary of the Judge of said County Civil
Court at Law No. 2 and the salaries of all County
and Civil and Criminal Court Judges mentioned
herein, to wit: County Civil Court at Law No. 1;
County Criminal Court at Law No. 1; County Crimi-
nal Court at Law No. 2 and County Criminal Court
at Law No. 3 shall be not less than Thirteen Thou-
sand, Two Hundred Dollars ($13,200) or more than
Fifteen Thousand, Six Hundred Dollars ($15,600),
per annum, payable in twelve (12) equal monthly
installments out of the General Fund of Harris
County, Texas.

() That the Judge of the County Civil Court at
Law No. 2, of Harris County, Texas, may appoint
and discharge an Official Court Reporter in the
same manner as such a reporter is appointed or
discharged by the district courts, and who shall
receive the same salary as the reporters of the
District Courts of Harris County, Texas, the same
to be paid by the County Treasurer out of the
General Fund of the County, and in addition to said
salary the compensation for transcript fees as pro-
vided by law.

[Acts 1961, 57th Leg., p. 1073, ch. 481, § 1.]

Art. 1970-110e. County Civil Court at Law No. 3
of Harris County

(a) There is hereby created a court to be held in
Harris County, Texas, to be called the “County Civil
Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas,” and
the seal of said court shall be the same as provided
by law for county courts except the seal shall con-
tain the words “County Civil Court at Law No. 3.”

(b) The County Civil Court at Law No. 3 of Harris
County, Texas, shall have, and it is hereby granted
the same jurisdiction over civil matters, proceedings
and cases, that is now or may be vested in the
County Civil Courts at Law Nos. 1 and 2, and shall
have jurisdiction in civil actions, and the judge
thereof to exercise equal administrative and ministe-
rial jurisdiction in matters of the filing and disposi-
tion of proceedings in eminent domain, concurrently
and coextensively with the judge presiding in Coun-
ty Civil Court at Law No. 1 and the judge presiding
in County Civil Court at Law No. 2, under the
constitution and laws of Texas, and this court shall
have appellate jurisdiction likewise in appeals of
civil cases from the justice courts within Harris
County, and the judges of said court shall have the
same powers, rights and privileges as to civil mat-
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ters as are or may be vested in the judges of county
courts having civil jurisdiction, provided that the
said court shall have no jurisdiction over any of
those matters which is now vested exclusively in the
County Court of Harris County, or in the judge
thereof.

(c) The County Civil Court at Law No. 3 of Harris
County shall have jurisdiction in all civil matters
and causes, original and appellate, except probate
matters, over which, by the constitution and general
laws of the State of Texas, the county court of said
county would have formerly had jurisdiction, and
shall have equal and like jurisdiction over civil
cases, and civil proceedings in the same manner as
jurisdiction has been heretofore exercised in eivil
cases and civil proceedings and in eminent domain
by the County Civil Court at Law No. 1 and the
County Civil Court at Law No. 2. The County Civil
Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, and 3 shall have special
jurisdiction in matters of eminent domain and the
judges thereof shall have sole administrative and
ministerial jurisdiction to file and dispose of pro-
ceedings in eminent domain concurrently and coex-
tensively when filed in either of said civil courts or
with the respective judges thereof.

(d) The terms of the County Civil Court at Law
No. 3 of Harris County, and the practice therein and
appeals and writs of error therefrom shall be as
prescribed by laws relating to county courts. The
terms of the Harris County Civil Court at Law No.
3 for civil cases shall be held as now established for
the terms of the County Civil Courts at Law Nos. 1
and 2 of Harris County until the same be changed in
accordance with the law.

Said court shall hold six terms a year, beginning
respectively on the first Monday in January, in
March, in May, in July, in September, and in Novem-
ber of each year, and each term shall continue until
the business is digposed of.

(e) The judge of the said Harris County Civil
Court at Law No. 3 shall be elected at the general
election by the qualified voters of Harris County for
a term of four years and shall hold his office until
his successor shall have been elected and qualified.
He shall have been a duly licensed and practicing
member of the bar of this state for not less than
five years; and he shall be compensated as provided
by law, and shall be paid-out of the county treasury
by the commissioners court in equal monthly install-
ments; and when this Act becomes effective the
Commissioners Court of Harris County shall ap-
point a judge to the County Civil Court at Law No.
3 of Harris County who shall have the qualifications
herein prescribed, and shall serve until the next
general election, .and until his successor shall be
duly elected and qualified. Any vacancy thereafter
occurring in the office of judge of said Harris
County Civil Court at Law No. 3, shall be filled by
the Commissioners Court of Harris County, the
appointee thereof to hold office until the next sue-
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ceeding general election and until his successor
shall be duly elected and qualified.

(f) The judge of the Harris County Civil Court at
Law No. 3 shall execute a bond and take the oath of
office as required by the law relating to county
judges. :

(g) A special judge of the Harris County Civil
Court at Law No. 3 may be appointed or elected as
provided by law relating to county courts and to the
judges thereof.

(h) The County Clerk of Harris County shall be
the clerk of the Harris County Civil Court at Law
No. 8. The Sheriff of Harris County shall, in per-
son or by deputy, attend the said court when re-
quired by the judge thereof.

Said county clerk shall keep separate dockets for
each of said Civil Courts Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and shall
tax the official court reporter’s fee as costs in civil
actions filed in each of said courts in like manner as
said fee is taxed in civil cases in the district courts.

The county clerk shall after the effective date of
this Act, file all civil cases and civil proceedings
exclusively in the County Civil Courts at Law No. 1
and No. 2 and No. 3 and shall file said civil cases
alternately in each of said courts as presented for
filing. :

(i) In case of disqualification, an overcrowded
docket, sickness or absence from the county, of any
of the judges of the County Civil Courts at Law No.
1 or No. 2 or No. 3, or county criminal courts at law,
and any other judge of said courts may exchange
benches with any other county court at law judge of
Harris County, Texas, and when so exchanging
benches with any other of the said county court at
law judges of Harris County, the Judge of County
Civil Court at Law No. 3 of Harris County, Texas,
shall have all power and jurisdiction of the county
civil or county criminal courts at law, and of the
judge thereof, while so exchanging benches; and in
like manner the judges of said county civil or crimi-
nal courts at law of Harris County, Texas, shall
have all the power and jurisdiction of any other of
said civil or criminal county courts at law and of the
judges thereof while so exchanging the benches,
and may sign orders, judgments and decrees, or
other process as “Judge Presiding” when acting for
such disqualified or absent judge upon request or in
an emergency, or for good cause shown.

() The Judge of the County Civil Court ‘at Law
No. 3 of Harris County, Texas, may appoint and
discharge an official court reporter in the same
manner as such a reporter is appointed or dis-
charged by the district courts, and who shall receive
the same salary as the reporters of the district
courts of Harris County, Texas, the same to be paid
by the county treasurer out of the general fund of
the county, and in addition to said salary the com-
pensation for transeript fees as provided by law.

[Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 584, ch. 251, § 2, eff. Aug. 27,
1973.]
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Art. 1970-110f. County Civil Court at Law No. 4
of Harris County

(a) There is hereby created one court to be held in
Harris County, Texas, to be called the “County Civil
Court at Law No. 4 of Harris County, Texas.” The
seal of the court shall be the same as provided by
law for county courts, except the seal shall contain
the words “County Civil Court at Law No. 4.”

(b) The county civil court at law’of Harris County
created in this Act shall have the same jurisdiction
over civil matters, proceedings, and cases that is
now or may be vested in the County Civil Courts at
Law Nos. 1, 2, and 3 and shall have jurisdiction in
civil actions, and the judge thereof exercises equal
administrative and ministerial jurisdiction in mat-
ters of the filing and disposition of. proceedings in
eminent domain, concurrently and coextensively
with the judge presiding in County Civil Court at
Law No. 1 and the judge presiding in County Civil
Court at Law No. 2 and the judge presiding in
County Civil Court at Law No. 8, under the constitu-
tion and laws of Texas. The court created in this
Act shall have appellate jurisdiction likewise in ap-
peals of civil cases from the justice courts within
Harris County. The judge of this court shall have
the same powers, rights, and privileges as to civil
matters as are or may be vested in the judges of
county courts having civil jurisdiction, except that
the court created in this Act shall have no jurisdic-
tion over any of those matters which are now vested
exclusively in the County Court of Harris County or
in the judge thereof.

(¢) The county civil court at law of Harris County
created in this Act shall have jurisdiction in all civil
matters and causes, original and appellate, except
probate matters, over which, by the constitution and
general laws of the State of Texas, the county court
of the county would have formerly had jurisdiction,
and shall have equal and like jurisdiction over civil
cases and civil proceedings in the same manner as
jurisdiction has been heretofore exercised in civil
cases and civil proceedings and in eminent domain
by the County Civil Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, and 3.
The County Civil Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4
shall have special jurisdiction in matters of eminent
domain, and the judges thereof shall have sole ad-
ministrative and ministerial jurisdiction to file and
dispose of proceedings in eminent domain concur-
rently and coextensively when filed in either of
these civil courts or with the respective judges
thereof.

(d) The terms of the county civil court at law of
Harris County created in this Act and the practice
therein and appeals and writs of error therefrom
shall be as prescribed by laws relating to county
courts. The terms of the Harris County civil court
at law created in this Act for civil cases shall be
held as now established for the terms of the County
Civil Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, and 3 of Harris
County until the same be changed in accordance
with the law.
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The court created in this Act shall hold six terms
a year, beginning respectively on the first Monday
in January, in March, in May, in July, in September,
and in November of each year, and each term shall
continue until the business is disposed of.

(e) As soon as practicable after this Act becomes
effective, the Commissioners Court of Harris Coun-
ty shall appoint a judge to the county civil court at
law of Harris County created in this Act, who shall
have the qualifications herein presecribed and shall
serve until the next general election and until his
successor shall be duly elected and qualified. At
the general election in 1978 and every fourth year
thereafter, there shall be elected by the qualified
voters of Harris County a judge of each of the
county civil courts at law of Harris County created
in this” Act for a regular term of four years as
provided in Article V, Section 30, and Article XVI,
Section 65, of the Texas Constitution. The judge
shall have been a duly licensed and practicing mem-
ber of the bar of this state for not less than five
years. The judge shall be compensated as provided
by law and shall be paid out of the county treasury
by the commissioners court in equal monthly install-
ments. A vacancy occurring in the office of a judge
of the Harris County civil court at law created in
this Act shall be filled by the Commissioners Court
of Harris County, the appointee thereof to hold
office until the next succeeding general election and
until his successor shall be duly elected and quali-
fied.

(f) The judge of the Harris County civil court at
law created in this Act shall execute a bond and
take the oath of office as required by the law
relating to county judges.

(g) A special judge of the Harris County civil
court at law created in this Act may be appointed or
elected as provided by law relating to county courts
and to the judges thereof.

(h) The County Clerk of Harris County shall be
the clerk of the Harris County civil court at law
created in this Act. The Sheriff of Harris County
shall, in person or by deputy, attend the court when
required by the judge thereof.

The county clerk shall keep separate dockets for
each of the County Civil Courts Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4
and shall tax the official court reporter’s fee as
costs in civil actions filed in each of these courts in
like manner as the fee is taxed in civil cases in the
district courts.

Beginning as soon as practicable after the effec-
tive date of this Act, the county clerk shall file all
civil cases and civil proceedings exclusively in the
County Civil Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 and
shall file the civil cases alternately in each of these
courts as presented for filing.

() In case of disqualification, an overcrowded
docket, sickness, or absence from the county of any
of the judges of the County Civil Courts at Law
Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 or county criminal courts at law,
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any other judge of these courts may exchange
benches with any other county court at law judge of
Harris County, and when so exchanging benches
with any other of the county court at law judges of
Harris County, the judge of the county civil court at
law of Harris County created in this Act shall have
all power and jurisdiction of the county ecivil or
county criminal courts at law, and of the judge
thereof, while so exchanging benches. In like man-
ner, the judges of the county civil or criminal courts
at law of Harris County shall have all the power
and jurisdiction of any other of these civil or crimi-
nal county courts at law, and of the judges thereof,
while so exchanging benches, and may sign orders,
judgments and decrees, or other process as “Judge
Presiding” when acting for the disqualified or ab-
sent judge upon request or in an emergency or for
good cause shown.

() The judge of the county civil court at law of
Harris County created in this Act may appoint and
discharge an official court reporter in the same
manner as such a reporter is appointed or dis-
charged by the district courts. An official court
reporter shall receive the same salary as the report-
ers of the district courts of Harris County, to be
paid by the county treasurer out of the general fund
of the county, and in addition to the salary shall
receive the compensation for transcript fees as pro-
vided by law.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1152, ch. 437, § 1, eff. Jan. 1,
1978.]

JEFFERSON COUNTY

Art. 1970-111. County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 1

There is hereby created a court to be held in
Beaumont, Jefferson County, Texas, to be called the
County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 1. A
reference to the “County Court of Jefferson County
at Law” in this Act means the “County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 1.”

[Aects 1915, ch. 29, § 1. Amended by Acts 1983, 68th Leg.,
p. 4253, ch. 678, § 21, eff. June 19, 1983.]

Art. 1970-112. Jurisdiction

The County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 1 shall have jurisdiction in all matters and
cases, civil and criminal, original and appellate, over
which by the general laws of the State the County
Court of said County would have jurisdiction, except
as hereinafter provided in Section 3 of this Act, and
all cases pending in the County Court of said Coun-
ty other than probate matters such as are provided
in Section 3 of this Act shall be and the same are
hereby transferred to the County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law No. 1, and all writs and process,
civil and criminal, heretofore issued by or out of
said County Court, other than those pertaining to
matters which are hereby exempt by this Act that
are to remain in the County Court of Jefferson
County, shall be and the same are thereby made
returnable to the County Court of Jefferson County
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at Law No. 1. The jurisdiction of the County Court
of Jefferson County at Law No. 1, and of the Judge
thereof, shall extend to all matters of eminent do-
main of which jurisdiction as heretofore vested in
the County Court or in the County Judge; but this
provision shall not affect the jurisdiction of the
Commissioners Court or the County Judge of Jef-
ferson County as the presiding officer of said Com-
missioners Court as to roads, bridges and public
highways, or matters of eminent domain which are
now in the jurisdiction of the Commissioners Court
or the Judge thereof. The County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law No. 1, in addition to the jurisdic-
tion provided by law, shall have concurrent jurisdic-
tion with the district court in all civil matters and
cases when the matter in controversy shall exceed
$500 and not exceed $50,000, exclusive of interest.
[Acts 1915, ¢. 29, § 2. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27, § 2;
Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1859, ch. 547, § 1, eff. June 1,
1971; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4253, ch. 678, § 22, eff.
June 19, 1983.]

Art. 1970-112A. Transfer of Cases to and from
County Court and County Courts at
Law

(a) The judge of the county court and the judges
of the county courts at law of Jefferson County
may transfer cases to and from the dockets of their
respective courts in matters within their jurisdic-
tion. A case of concurrent jurisdiction between the
district courts and the county courts at law may be
instituted in or transferred between the district
courts and the county courts at law. A case may
not be transferred from one court to another with-
out the consent of the judge of the court to which it
is  transferred. A case may not be transferred
unless it is within the jurisdiction of the court to
which it is transferred.

(b) If a case is transferred as provided by this
section, all processes, writs, bonds, recognizances,
or other obligations issued or made in the case shall
be returned to and filed in the court to which
transfer is made. All bonds executed and recogni-
zances entered into in the case bind the parties for
their appearance or to fulfill the obligations of the
bonds or recognizances at the terms of the court to
which the cases are transferred as provided by law.
All processes issued or returned before transfer of
the case and all bonds and recognizances taken
before transfer shall be valid and binding as though
originally issued out of the court to which the
transfer is made.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4254, ch. 678, § 23, eff. June 19,
1983.]

Art. 1970-113. Jurisdiction of Other Courts

The County Court of Jefferson County shall re-
tain, as heretofore, general jurisdiction of the pro-
bate court, and all jurisdiction conferred by law now
over probate matters, and the judge of the County
Court of Jefferson County at Law may act for the
judge of the county court in any juvenile, lunacy or
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probate matter, and also may perform for the coun-

‘ty judge any and all ministerial acts required by the -

laws of this state of the county judge, and any and
all acts thus performed by the judge of the County
Court at Law while acting for the county court shall
be valid and binding upon all parties to such pro-
ceedings or matters, the same as if performed by
the county judge, provided that the powers thus
given the judge of the "County Court of Jefferson
County at Law shall extend to and include all pow-
ers of the county judge except his powers and
duties in connection with the transaction of the
business of the county as presiding officer of the
Commissioners Court, and the County Court of Jef-
ferson County as now and heretofore existing shall
have all the jurisdiction which it now has, save and
except that which is given to the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law by this Act, but the county
court as now existing shall have no other jurisdie-
tion, civil or criminal. The county judge of Jeffer-
son County shall be judge of the county court for
the county, and all ex officio duties of the county
judge shall be exercised by said judge of the County
Court of Jefferson County, except insofar as the
same shall by this Act be committed to the County
Court of Jefferson County at Law. Nothing in this
Act shall be so construed as to require that the
County Judge of Jefferson County shall be an attor-
ney.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 3. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 3; Acts 1963, 58th Leg., p. 472, ch. 169, § 1.]

Art. 1970-114. Terms of Court

There shall be four terms of the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law, each year, the first of
said terms beginning on the first Monday of July;
one term beginning on the first Monday of October;
one term beginning on the first Monday of January;
one term beginning on the first Monday of April;
with each of said terms beginning on the first
Monday, as aforesaid, and to continue until and
including Sunday next before the first Monday of
the term immediately following.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 4. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 4; Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 7, ¢ch. 7, § 1.]

Art. 1970-115. Election of Judge; Tenure; Qual-
ifications

There shall be elected in Jefferson County by the
qualified voters thereof at each general election of a
Judge of the County Court of Jefferson County at
Law, who shall hold his office for two years and
until his successor shall have been duly elected and
qualified. No person shall be elected Judge of said
Court who has not been a resident citizen of Jeffer-
son County, Texas, for at least two years prior to
his election, and shall possess all of the qualifica-
tions for the office that are now required by the
General Laws of the State of Texas for District
Judges.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 5. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 5, Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 7, ch. 7, § 2.]
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- Art. 1970-116. Appointment of Judge

When this Act shall become effective the present
Judge of the County Court of Jefferson County at
Law, shall continue to be the Judge of said Court
and shall hold his office until the next general
election of county officers or until his successor is
elected and qualified.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 7. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§17.]

Art. 1970-117. Disqualification of Judge

When the Judge of the County Court of Jefferson
County at Law, is disqualified to try any case pend-
ing in the County Court of Jefferson County at

Law, the parties or their attorneys in such a case .

may agree on the selection of a Special Judge to try
such case, but if the parties or their attorneys fail
to agree upon the selection of a Special Judge to try
such case, it shall be the duty of the Judge of the
County Court of Jefferson County at Law, to certify
to the Governor that he is disqualified to try such
case and the failure of the parties or their attorneys
to agree upon the selection of a Special Judge to try
such a case. Whereupon, the Governor shall pro-
ceed to appoint a Special Judge, learned in the law,
to try such case.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 8. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 8.]

Art. 1970-118.

The County Court of Jefferson County at Law, or
the Judge thereof, shall have power to issue writs
of injunction, mandamus, sequestration, attachment,
garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas and all writs
necessary to the enforcement of jurisdiction of said
Court, and to issue writs of habeas corpus in such
cases where the offense charged is within the juris-
diction of said Court, or of any other Court in said
county of inferior jurisdiction to said County Court
at Law.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 9. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 9]

Issuance of Writs

Art. 1970-119. Clerk, Seal, and Sheriff

The County Clerk of Jefferson County, Texas,
shall be the Clerk of the County Court of Jefferson
County at Law, and the Seal of said Court shall be
the same as provided by law for County Courts,
except the Seal shall contain the words “County
Court of Jefferson County at Law,” and the Sheriff
of Jefferson County, Texas, shall, in person, or by
deputy, attend such Court when required by the
Judge thereof, and the County Clerk of Jefferson
County, Texas, is hereby authorized and directed to
appoint a deputy, who shall be acceptable to the
Judge of said Court to specially attend the sessions
of said Court and to attend to all matters pertaining
to the County Court of Jefferson County at Law
and said deputy shall receive a salary not to exceed
the maximum salary paid other deputies in the
County Clerk’s office with the rating of head of a
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department, said salary to be paid out of the County
Treasury of Jefferson County upon order of the
Commissioners Court of said County. For the pur-
pose of preserving a record in any matter or pro-
ceeding heard in said Court for the information of
the Court, Jury, or Parties, the Judge of said Court
is hereby authorized to appoint an official shorthand
reporter for such Court, who shall be well skilled in
his profession, who shall be a sworn officer of the
Court and shall hold his office at the pleasure of the
Court, and the provisions of Chapter 13, of Title 40,
of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, of 1925,
relating to the appointment of a stenographer for
the District Courts shall apply, in all its provisions
in so far as applicable, to the official shorthand
reporter herein authorized to be appointed by the
Judge of said Court, and such reporter shall be
entitled to the same fees and shall perform the
same duties as provided in said Title, except in
addition to the lawful fees for transcribing testimo-
ny and preparing statement of facts he shall receive
a salary of One Hundred, Twenty-five Dollars ($125)
per month, which salary shall be paid monthly out
of the County Treasury of said County, upon order
of the Commissioners Court.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 10. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 10; Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., p. 750, ch. 295; Acts 1933,
43rd Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 49, ch. 42; Acts 1935, 44th Leg.,
p. 395, ch. 153, & 1.]

Art. 1970-120. Selection of Jurors

The Jurisdiction or authority now vested by law in
the District Courts of this State for the drawing,
selection and service of jurors shall be exercised by
the County Court of Jefferson County at Law,
provided a panel of not exceeding twenty-four jur-
ors shall be drawn for any one week of said Court,
and juries selected in the trial of any case shall not
exceed six.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 11. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 11

Art. 1970-121. Vacancy in Office of Judge

Any vacancy in the office of the Judge of the
County Court of Jefferson County at Law, may be
filled by the County Commissioners Court, and
when so filled the Judge shall hold office until the
next general election and until his successor is
elected and qualified.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 12. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 12]

Art. 1970-122, Salary of Judge; Assessment and
Collection of Fees

The judge of the County Court of Jefferson Coun-
ty at Law No. 1 shall receive an annual salary fixed
by the Commissioners Court at an amount that is at
least equal to the sum that is $1,000 less than the
total annual salary, including supplements, received
by the judges of the District Courts in Jefferson
County, which shall be paid in twelve (12) equal
monthly installments out of the County Treasury of
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Jefferson County as ordered by the Commissioners
Court of said county. The judge of the County
Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 1 shall assess
the same fees as are now prescribed by law relating
to county judges’ fees, all of which shall be collected
by the clerk of the court and paid into the County
Treasury on collection and no part of which shall be
paid to said judge, who shall instead draw a salary
as herein provided.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 13. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 13; Acts 1931, 42nd Leg., p. 750, ch. 295; Acts 1933,
43rd Leg., Spec.Laws, p. 49, ch. 42; Acts 1937, 45th Leg.,
p. 776, ch. 377, § 1; Acts 1949, 51st Leg., p. 7, ch. 7, § 3;
Acts 1951, 52nd Leg., p. 4, ch. 4, § 1; Acts 1955, 54th Leg.,
p. 1176, ch. 455, § 1; Aects 1963, 58th Leg., p. 472, ch. 169,
§ 2; Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 179, ch. 94, § 1, eff. April 22,
1967; Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1004, ch. 192, § 1, eff. May
18, 1971; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4255, ch. 678, § 24, eff.
June 19, 1983.]

Art. 1970-123. Appeals from Lower Courts

All cases appealed from the Justices Courts and
Recorders Courts in Jefferson County, Texas, shall
be made direct to the County Court of Jefferson
County at Law, under the provisions heretofore
governing such appeals.

[Acts 1915, ch. 29, § 14. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,
§ 14.]

Art. 1970-124. Fees of County Judge

The County Judge of Jefferson County, at the
time this Act goes into effect, shall receive the same
compensation in ex-officio salary and fees as he
would have received had this Act, creating the
County Court of Jefferson County at Law, not been
enacted, said Compensation to be computed and
allowed and ordered paid by the Commissioners
Court of said County out of the general fund of said
county.
gActs 1915, ch. 29, § 15. Amended by Acts 1919, ch. 27,

15.]

Art, 1970-125. Special Judge;
pensation

Should the Judge of the County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law on the first or any future day of
a term, fail or refuse to hold the Court, a majority
of the practicing attorneys present in said Court
shall proceed to elect from among their number a
Special Judge in the same manner prescribed by law
for the election of Special Judges of County Courts;
and such Special Judge shall be entitled to receive a
fee of Three Dollars ($3.00) for each case tried by
him, the same to be paid by the County Treasurer
upon the order of the Commissioners’ Court of
Jefferson County, Texas.

[Acts 1919, ch. 27, § 16. Amended by Acts 1933, 43rd
Leg., 1st C.S,, p. 8, ch. 3, § 1.]

Art. 1970-126. Act Not Repealed

Nothing in this Act shall be construed in any
manner to affect or repeal the Court at Law, creat-

Election; Com-

COURTS—COUNTY

Art. 1970-126a

ed for the city of Port Arthur in Jefferson County,
Texas, passed by the Fourth Called Session of the
Thirty-fifth Legislature and known as House Bill
No. 112.

[Acts 1919, ch. 27, § 16a.]

Art. 1970-126a. County Court of Jefferson Coun-
ty at Law No. 2

See. 1. There is hereby created a court to be
held in Beaumont, Jefferson County, Texas, to be
called the County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 2. :

Sec. 2. The County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 2, shall have, and it is hereby granted,
the same jurisdiction and powers in all actions,
matters, and proceedings of every nature that are
now conferred by law upon and vested in the Coun-
ty Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 1, and the
Judge thereof. Provided, however, that the juris-
diction of the said County Court of Jefferson Coun-
ty at Law No. 1, the County Court of Jefferson
County at Law No. 2, and any other County Court
at Law in Jefferson County over all such actions,
matters and proceedings, civil and criminal, shall be
concurrent. The County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 2, in addition to the jurisdiction provided
by law, shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the
district court in all civil matters and cases when the
matter in controversy shall exceed Five Hundred
Dollars ($500) and not exceed Fifty Thousand Dol-
lars ($50,000), exclusive of interest.

Sec. 3. The terms of the County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law No. 2 shall be the same and
identical with the terms of the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law as the same now exists or
may exist in the future.

See. 4. From and after the passage and taking
effect of this Act, civil and criminal actions, matters
and proceedings may be filed in the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 2 in the same manner
and under the same conditions, circumstances and
instances as now obtain for the filing of actions,
matters and proceedings, civil and criminal, in the
County Court of Jefferson County at Law, and all
such actions, matters and proceedings shall be dock-
eted in the order in the Court in which filed or in
such manner as may be determined by the Judges
of the said County Court of Jefferson County at
Law and County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 2 by an order duly made by such Judges en-
tered upon the minutes of each such Court.

Sec. 4A. (a) The judge of the county court and
the judges of the county courts at law of Jefferson
County may transfer cases to and from the dockets
of their respective courts in matters within their
jurisdiction. A case of concurrent jurisdiction be-
tween the district courts and the county courts at
law may be instituted in or transferred between the
district courts and the county courts at law. A case
may not be transferred from one court to another
without the consent of the judge of the court to
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which it is transferred. A case may not be transfer-
red unless it is within the jurisdiction of the court to
which it is transferred.

(b) If a case is transferred as provided by this
section, all processes, writs, bonds, recognizances,
or other obligations issued or made in the case shall
be returned to and filed in the court to which
transfer is made. All bonds executed and recogni-
zances entered into in the case bind the parties for
their appearance or to fulfill the obligations of the
bonds or recognizances at the terms of the court to
which the cases are transferred as provided by law.
All processes issued or returned before transfer of
the case and all bonds and recognizances taken
before transfer shall be valid and binding as though
originally issued out of the court to which the
transfer is made.

Sec. 5. At the next General Election after the
effective date of this Act, and at each applicable
General Election thereafter, there shall be elected in
Jefferson County by the qualified voters thereof, a
Judge of the County Court of Jefferson County at
Law No. 2, who shall possess all of the qualifica-
tions which are now required of the Judge of the
County Court of Jefferson County at Law, who
shall hold his office for four (4) years and until his
successor shall have been duly elected and qualified.
When this Act becomes effective the Commissioners
Court of Jefferson County, Texas, shall appoint a
Judge of said County Court of Jefferson County at
Law No. 2 who shall have the qualifications herein
described and he shall serve until the next General
Election and until his successor shall have been duly
elected and qualified. Any vacancy thereafter oc-
curring in the office of the Judge of said County
Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 2, shall, in
like manner as hereinabove provided, be filled by
the Commissioners Court of Jefferson County, Tex-
as, the appointee thereof to hold office until the
next succeeding General Election and until a succes-
sor shall be duly elected and qualified.

See. 6. The County Clerk of Jefferson County,
Texas, shall be the Clerk of the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 2, and the seal of said
Court shall be the same as provided by law for
County Courts except the seal shall contain the
words “County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 2,” and the Sheriff of Jefferson County, Texas,
shall, in person, or by deputy, attend such Court
when required by the Judge thereof, and the Coun-
ty Clerk of Jefferson County, Texas, is hereby
authorized and directed to appoint a deputy, who
shall be acceptable to the Judge of said Court to
specially attend the sessions of said Court and to
attend to all matters pertaining to the County Court
of Jefferson County at Law No. 2. For the purpose
of preserving a record in any matter or proceeding
heard in said County Court of Jefferson County at
Law No. 2 for the information of the Court, jury, or
parties, the Judge of said Court is hereby authoriz-
ed to appoint an official shorthand reporter for such
Court,” who shall be well-skilled in his profession,
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‘who shall be a sworn officer of the Court and shall

hold his office at the pleasure of the Court, and all
provisions of the General Laws of this state relating
to the appointment of a stenographer for the Dis-
trict Courts shall apply, in all its provisions so far as
applicable, to the official shorthand reporter herein
authorized to be appointed by the Judge of said
Court, and such reporter shall be entitled to the
same fees and shall perform the same duties as
provided in said General Laws, except in addition to
the lawful fees for transcribing testimony and pre-
paring statements of facts he shall receive a salary
the same and equal to that of the official shorthand
reporter of the County Court of Jefferson County at
Law which salary shall be paid monthly out of the
County Treasury of said County upon order of the
Commissioners Court of said County.

Sec. 7. The jurisdiction or authority now vested
by law in the District Court for this state for the
drawing, selection and service of jurors shall be
exercised by the County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 2, and the drawing, selection and service
of jurors for said Court shall be the same in practice
and procedure as in the County Court of Jefferson
County at Law.

Sec. 8. The judge of the County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law No. 2 shall receive an annual
salary fixed by the Commissioners Court at an
amount that is at least equal to the sum that is
$1,000 less than the total annual salary, including
supplements, received by the judges of the District
Courts in Jefferson County, which shall be paid in
twelve (12) equal monthly installments out of the
County Treasury of Jefferson County as ordered by
the Commissioners Court of said county. The judge
of the County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 2 shall assess the same fees as are now pre-
scribed by law relating to county judges’ fees, all of
which shall be collected by the clerk of the court
and paid into the County Treasury on collection and
no part of which shall be paid to said judge who
shall instead draw a salary as herein provided.

See. 9. All cases appealed from the Justices
Courts and Recorders Courts in Jefferson County,
Texas, shall be made direct to either the County
Court of Jefferson County at Law or the County
Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 2 (the juris-
diction of such courts being concurrent) under the
provisions heretofore governing such appeals.

See. 10. The Judges of the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law and of the County Court
of Jefferson County at Law No. 2 may at any time
exchange benches, and may at any time sit and act
for and with each other in any civil or criminal case,
matter or proceeding now or hereafter pending in
either of said Courts, and any and all of such acts
thus performed by the Judges of said Courts shall
be valid and binding upon all parties to such cases,
matters and proceedings.

Sec. 11. Each of the Judges of the County Court
of Jefferson County at Law and of the County
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Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 2 may, with
the consent of the Judge of the Court to which
transfer is to be made, transfer civil or criminal
actions or proceedings from his respective Court to
the other Court by the entry of an order to that
effect upon the docket. On the effective date of
this Act, or thereafter, the County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law, and the Judge thereof, shall
transfer to the County Court of Jefferson County at
Law No. 2 any civil or criminal action or proceeding
pending on the docket of said Court as may be
necessary in order that the now overcrowded docket
of said Court may be relieved, and said County
Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 2, and the
Judge thereof, shall have jurisdiction to hear and
determine said civil or criminal matters, and render
and enter the necessary and proper orders, decrees
and judgments therein. No cause shall be transfer-
red without the consent of the Judge of the Court to
which it is transferred.

See. 12. Special Judges may be appointed or
elected for either or both the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law and the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 2, and in the same
manner as may now or hereafter be provided by the
General Laws of this state relating to the appoint-
ment and election of the Special Judge or Judges of
the several district and county courts of this state;
and every such Special Judge thus appointed or
elected for either of said two courts shall receive for
the services he may actually perform as a Special
Judge the same amount of pay which the regular
Judge of said court would be entitled to receive for
such services. The amount to be paid to such
Special Judge shall be paid out of a general fund of
Jefferson County, Texas, by warrants drawn upon
the County Treasury of said County and upon or-
ders of the Commissioners Court of Jefferson Coun-
ty, Texas, but no part of the amount paid the
Special Judge shall be deducted from or paid out of
the salary of either of the regular Judges of said
respective Courts.

Sec. 13. The County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 2, or the Judge thereof, shall have
power to issue writs of injunction, mandamus, se-
questration, attachment, garnishment, certiorari, su-
persedeas and all writs necessary to the enforce-
ment of jurisdiction of said Court, and to issue writs
of habeas corpus in such cases where the offense
charged is within the jurisdiction of said Court, or
of any other Court in said county of inferior juris-
diction to said County Court of Jefferson County at
Law No. 2.

[Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 325, ch. 152, eff. May 13, 1965.
Amended by Acts 1967, 60th Leg., p. 177, c. 91, § 1, eff,
April 22, 1967; Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1860, ch. 547, § 2,
eff. June 1, 1971; Acts 1971, 62nd Leg., p. 1003, ch. 191,
§ 1, eff. May 13, 1971; Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4255, ch.
678, §§ 25 to 27, eff. June 16, 1983.]
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Art. 1970-126b. County Court of Jefferson Coun-
ty at Law No. 3

Creation

Sec. 1. On the date determined under Section 18
of this Act, the County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 3 is created. It shall sit in Beaumont,
Texas.

Jurisdiction

Sec. 2. (a) The County Court of Jefferson Coun-
ty at Law No. 3 has the same jurisdiction and
powers in all actions, matters, and proceedings as
the County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 1
and the judge of that court. The jurisdiction of
those courts at law is concurrent. i

. (b) The County Court of Jefferson County at Law

No. 3 has concurrent jurisdiction with the district
court in all civil matters and cases in which the
matter in controversy exceeds $500 and does not
exceed $50,000, excluding interest.

" Terms

Sec. 3. The terms of the County Court of Jeffer-
son County at Law No. 3 are the same as the terms
of the County Court of Jefferson County at Law
No. 2.

Filing and Docketing of Cases

Sec. 4. Cases may be filed in the County Court
of Jefferson County at Law No. 3 in the same
manner that cases are filed in the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 1. Cases shall be
docketed in the order in the court in which filed or
in a manner as may be determined by the judges of
the county courts at law in Jefferson County by an
order entered on the minutes of each court.

Preference

Sec. 5. The County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 3 shall give preference to eriminal cases.

Judge

Sec. 6. (a) At the next general election at which
county court at law judges are regularly elected
after the creation of the court, and every fourth
year thereafter, the qualified voters of Jefferson
County shall elect the judge of the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 3 for a regular term
of four years.

(b) The judge of the court created by this Act
must meet the same qualifications as those pre-
scribed by law for the judge of the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 1.

Vacancy

Sec. 7. A vacancy in the office of judge of the
County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 3
shall be filled by appointment of the commissioners
court. The appointee must have the qualifications
of the regular judge. The appointee holds office
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until the next succeeding general election and until
4 successor is elected and has qualified.

Clerk

Sec. 8. The county clerk serves as the clerk of
the County Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 8.

Seal

Sec. 9. The seal of the court created by this Act
is the same as provided by law for county courts,
except that the seal shall contain the words “County
Court of Jefferson County at Law No. 8.”

Personnel

Sec. 10. (a) The county sheriff shall attend the
court in person or by deputy if required to attend by
the judge. ]

(b) The county clerk shall appoint a deputy ac-
ceptable to the judge to attend the sessions of the
court and to attend to all matters pertaining to the
court.

(c) The judge may appoint an official shorthand
reporter for the court. The reporter must be well
skilled in his profession. The reporter is a sworn
officer of the court who holds his office at the
pleasure of the court. The laws relating to the
appointment of a stenographer for a district court
apply to the official shorthand reporter for the court
created by this Act. The reporter is entitled to the
same fees and shall perform the same duties as
provided by law for district court stenographers,
except that in addition to the lawful fees for tran-
scribing testimony and preparing statements of
facts, the reporter receives the same salary as the
official shorthand reporter of the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 1. The salary shall be
paid monthly out of the county treasury on order of
the commissioners court.

Juries

Sec. 11. The jurisdiction vested in the district
court for the drawing, selection, and service of
jurors shall be exercised by the County Court of
Jefferson County at Law No. 3. The drawing,
selection, and service of jurors for the court created
by this Act shall be the same in practice and proce-
-dure as in the County Court of Jefferson County at
Law No. 2.

Salary of Judge

Sec. 12. The commissioners court shall set the
annual salary of the judge of the court created by
this Act at an amount that is at least equal to the
sum that is $1,000 less than the total annual salary,
including supplements received by the judges of the
district courts in Jefferson County. The commis-
sioners court shall pay the judge’s salary in 12
monthly installments out of the county treasury.
The judge of the County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 3 shall assess the same fees as are now
prescribed by law relating to county judges’ fees.
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The clerk of the court shall collect the fees and pay
them into the county treasury. Fees may not be
paid to the judge.

Appeals

Sec. 13. An appeal from the justice courts or
municipal courts in Jefferson County must be made
directly to any of the county courts at law in
Jefferson County.

Exchange of Benches

Sec. 14. The judges of the county courts at law
in Jefferson County may exchange benches and
may sit and act for and with each other in any civil
or criminal case, matter, or proceeding pending in
any of the courts. An act performed by a judge
sitting for another as provided by this section is
valid and binding on all parties to the case, matter,
or proceeding.

Transfer of Cases

Sec. 15. (a) A judge of.a county court at law in
Jefferson County may transfer, with the consent of
the judge of the court to which transfer is made,
civil or criminal actions or proceedings from his
court to another court by entering an order to that
effect on the docket. A case may not be transfer-
red without the consent of the judge of the court to
which it is transferred.

(b) The judge of the county court and the judges
of the county courts at law in Jefferson County may
transfer cases to and from the dockets of their
respective courts in matters within their jurisdic-
tion. A case of concurrent jurisdiction between the
district courts and the county courts at law may be
instituted in or transferred between the district
courts and the county courts at law. A case may
not be transferred from one court to another with-
out the consent of the judge of the court to which it
is transferred. A case may not be transferred
unless it is within the jurisdiction of the court to
which it is transferred.

(c) If a case is transferred to another court, all
processes, writs, bonds, recognizances, or other obli-
gations issued or made in the case shall be returned
to and filed in the court to which transfer is made.
All bonds executed and recognizances entered into
in those cases bind the parties for their appearance
or to fulfill the obligations of the bonds or recogni-
zances at the terms of the court to which the cases
are transferred as provided by law. All processes
issued or returned before transfer of the case and
all bonds and recognizances taken before transfer
shall be valid and binding as though originally is-
sued out of the court to which the transfer is made.

Special Judge

Sec. 16. A special judge may be appointed or
elected for a county court at law in Jefferson Coun-
ty as provided by law for the appointment and
election of a special judge of a district or county
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court. A special judge appointed or elected receives
for the services he performs as a special judge the
same amount of compensation that the regular
judge would be entitled to receive for the services.
The compensation of the special judge shall be paid
out of a general fund of the county by warrants
drawn on the county treasury and on orders of the
commissioners court. The compensation of the spe-
cial judge may not be deducted from or paid out of
the salary of the regular judge.

Writs

Sec. 17. The County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 8 or the judge has the authority to issue
writs of injunction, mandamus, sequestration, at-
tachment, garnishment, certiorari, supersedeas, and
all writs of habeas corpus in cases in which the
offense charged is within the jurisdiction of the
court or of any other court in the county of inferior
jurisdietion.

Date of Creation

Sec. 18. The County Court of Jefferson County
at Law No. 3 is created on January 1, 1986, or on an
earlier date determined by the commissioners court
by an order entered on its minutes.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4248, ch. 678, 88 1 to 18, eff. June
19, 1983.]

Sections 19 and 20 of the 1983 Act provide:

“Sec. 19. Appointment of initial judge. As provided by Section
7 of this Act, the commissioners court shall appoint a person to fill
the vacancy existing on the creation of the office of judge. The
appointee holds office until the next succeeding general election
and until his successor is elected and has qualified.

“Sec. 20. Initial transfer of cases. To relieve the overcrowded
dockets of the county courts at law in Jefferson County, those
courts shall transfer, as provided by Section 15 of this Act, as
many pending cases as necessary to the docket of the court created
by this Act.”

EL PASO COUNTY
Art. 1970-127. Court Created
There is hereby created a court to be held in El

~ Paso county, Texas, to be known and designated as
the “El Paso County Court at Law.”

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 1. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]
Art. 1970-127a.

The name of the El Paso County Court at Law is
changed to the “County Court at Law No. 1 of El
Paso County, Texas.”

[Acts 1965, 59th Leg., p. 1629, ch. 698.]

Change of Name

Art. 1970-127b. Jurisdiction and Administration
of County Courts at Law

Application

Sec. 1. This Act applies only to county courts at
law in El Paso County.
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Jurisdiction

Sec. 2. (a) Except as limited by Subsection (b) of
this section; in addition to jurisdiction conferred by
other law, a county court at law has the jurisdiction
provided by the constitution and law for district
courts.

(b) A county court at law does not have jurisdic-
tion of:

(1) felony cases;

(2) suits in behalf of the state to recover penal-
ties, forfeitures, or escheat;

(3) misdemeanors involving official misconduct;
(4) contested elections; or
(5) appeals.

(¢) A county court at law does not have general
supervisory control over the county commissioners
court.

(d) A county court at law may not issue writs of
habeas corpus in felony cases.

(e) This section does not diminish the jurisdiction
of the district courts but only gives concurrent
jurisdiction to the county courts at law as provided
by this section. The district courts retain and shall
continue to exercise the jurisdiction conferred by
law on those courts.

Clerk

Sec. 3. The county clerk serves as clerk of the
county courts at law except that, in matters within
the concurrent jurisdiction of the county courts at
law and the district court, the district clerk serves
as clerk of the court. All matters within the con-
current jurisdiction of the county courts at law and
the district courts shall be filed with the district
clerk. The district clerk shall establish a separate
docket for each county court at law.

Juries; Procedure

Sec. 4. (a) If a jury trial is requested in a case
that is within a county court at law’s jurisdiction as
provided by Subsection (a) of Section 2 of this Act,
the jury shall be composed of six persons unless the
constitution requires a 12-person jury. Failure to
object before a six-person jury is seated and sworn
constitutes waiver of a 12-person jury.

(b) On request of the judge of a county court at
law, jurors regularly impanelled for a week by the
district courts may be made available and shall
serve for the week in the county court at law.

(¢) The judges of the county courts at law may
adopt rules governing the filing and numbering of
cases, the assignment of cases for trial, and the
distribution of the work of the circuit courts that
they consider necessary or desirable for the orderly
dispatch of the business of those courts.

(d) In matters within their concurrent jurisdiction,
the judges of the county courts at law and district
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courts may adopt the rules governing the filing and
numbering of cases, the assignment of cases for
trial, and the distribution of the work of those
courts that they consider necessary or desirable for
the orderly dispatch of the business of those courts.
The rules must receive an affirmative vote of a
majority of the judges of the district courts and a
majority of the judges of the county courts at law.
If it is numerically impossible to obtain a majority
of either the district court judges or the county
court at law judges, the vote of the presiding judge
of the district courts in El Paso County is con-
sidered to be the vote of a majority of the district
court judges or the vote of a majority of the county
court at law judges.

Transfer of Cases

Sec. 5. (a) On motion of a party, on agreement
of the parties, or on their own motion, the judges of
the county courts at law and district courts in El
Paso County may transfer civil cases and proceed-
ings to and from the dockets of their respective
courts, except that a case or proceeding may not be
transferred from one court to another without the
consent of the judge of the court to which it is
transferred and may not be transferred unless it is
within the jurisdiction of the court to which it is
transferred. If a judge is disqualified in a case or
proceeding, he shall transfer the case or proceeding
from his court to one of the other courts.

(b) When a case is transferred from one court to
another as provided by this section, all processes,
writs, bonds, recognizances, or other obligations
issued from the transferring court are returnable to
the court to which the case is transferred as if
originally issued by that court. The obligees in all
bonds and recognizances taken in and for a court
from which a case is transferred and all witnesses
summoned to appear in a court from which a case is
transferred are required to appear before the court
to which the case is transferred as if originally
issued out of the court to which the transfer is
made.

Exchange of Benches

Sec. 6. The judges of the county courts at law
and the district court judges in El Paso County may
freely exchange benches or hold court for each
other when they deem it expedient. The judges
may make rules under Section 4 of this Act relating
to the exchange of benches and holding court for
each other.

Judges
Sec. 7. A judge of a county court at law must:
(1) be a citizen of the United States;

(2) have resided in the county for at least four
years prior to his election or appointment; and

(8) be licensed to practice law in this state and
have actively practiced law for at least five consecu-
tive years prior to his appointment or election.

COURTS—COUNTY

1564

Judge’s Salary

Sec. 8.- The commissioners court of El Paso
County shall fix the annual salary of each judge of
a county court at law at a sum that is at least equal
to the amount that is $3,000 less than the total
annual salary, including supplements, received by
the judges of the district courts in that county. The
annual salary shall be paid in equal monthly install-
ments.

Renamed or Successor Courts

Sec. 9. If the 68th Legislature, Regular Session,
1983, renames the county courts at law of El Paso
County or creates successor courts, this Act applies
to the renamed or successor courts.

[Acts 1983, 68th Leg., p. 4239, ch. 675, eff. Sept. 1, 1983.]

Art. 1970-128. Jurisdiction

The El Paso County Court at Law shall have
jurisdiction of all civil matters and causes, original
and appellate over which by the General Laws of
the State of Texas the County Court of said county
would have jurisdiction, except as provided in Sec-
tion 8, of this Act;! and the E] Paso County Court
at Law of said county shall have jurisdiction in all
criminal matters and causes, original and appellate
over which by the General Laws of this State the
County Court has jurisdiction, except as provided in
Section 3, of this Act (Art. 1811-135); and all civil
and criminal writs and processes heretofore issued
by and out of said County Court be, and the same
are hereby made returnable to the El Paso County
Court at Law of El Paso County, Texas. The
jurisdiction of El Paso County Court at Law and the
judge thereof shall extend to all matters of eminent
domain of which jurisdiction has heretofore rested
in the County Court of El Paso County, Texas, or
the judge thereof, but this provision shall not ef-
fect 2 the jurisdiction of the Commissioners’ Court
or the County Judge of El Paso County as presiding
judge of said court as to roads, bridges and public
highways and matters of eminent domain which are
now within the jurisdiction of the Commissioners’
Court or of the judge of the County Court of El
Paso County, Texas. '

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 2. Amended by Acts 1918, 4th C.S,,
ch. 14, § 1; Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

1 Article 1970-129.
2 S0 in enrolled bill. Should probably read “affect.”

Art. 1970-129. Jurisdiction

The County Court of El Paso County, Texas, shall
retain, as heretofore, its jurisdiction as a juvenile
court, its jurisdiction in matters pertaining to liquor
licenses, forfeitures and bonds and the general jur-
isdiction of a probate court; it shall probate wills,
appoint guardians of minors, idiots and lunatics,
persons non compos mentis and drunkards, grant
letters testamentary and of administration, settle
accounts with administrators, executors and guardi-
ans, transact all business pertaining to deceased
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persons, and to apprentice minors as provided by
law. The County Judge of El Paso County, Texas,
shall be the Judge of the County Court of El Paso
County, Texas, and all ex-officio duties of the Coun-
ty Judge shall be exercised by said Judge of the
said County Court of El Paso County, except in so
far as the same shall by this Act! be committed to
the Judge of the El Paso County Court at Law.
[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 8. Amended by Acts 1918, 4th C.S,,
ch. 14, § 2; Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

1 This article, articles 1970-127, 1970-128, ante, and 1970-130 to
1970-135, 1970-137 to 1970-140.

Art. 1970-130. Power to Issue Writs

Both the said County Court of El Paso County,
and the El Paso County Court at Law or either of
the judges thereof shall have the power to issue
writs of injunction, sequestration, attachments, gar-
nishment, certiorari, supersedeas and all other writs
necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of
said courts; and also power to punish for contempt
under such provisions as are, or may be provided by
the general laws governing county courts through-
out the State, and to issue writs of habeas corpus,
in cases where the offense charged is within the
jurisdiction of said courts or of any court or tribunal
inferior to said courts.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 4. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art. 1970-131. Terms of Court

The terms of the El Paso County Court at Law
and the practice therein and appeals and writs of
error therefrom shall be, as prescribed by law relat-
ing to county courts. The terms of the El Paso
County Court at Law shall be held not less than
four times each year, and the commissioners court
of El Paso county shall fix the time at which said
court shall hold its terms, until the same shall be
changed according to law.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 5. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
p. 270, ch, 191, § 1.]

Art. 1970-132. Appointment of Judge; Election;
Qualifications of Judge

The Governor shall appoint some suitable person
who is a resident citizen of El Paso county as judge
of the El Paso County Court at Law, as herein
constituted, who shall hold such office until the next
general election after his appointment, and until his
successor shall have been elected and qualified, and
all vacancies in said office shall also be filled by
appointment by the Governor until the next general
election thereafter. At the first general election in
said county and at each general election thereafter
there shall be elected by the qualified voters a judge
of the El Paso County Court at Law, who shall be
well informed in the laws of this State, who shall
hold his office for two years and until his successor
shall have been duly elected and qualified; provided
that no person shall be eligible for judge of the El
Paso County Court at Law by election, unless he
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shall be a citizen of the United States and of this
State; who shall have been a practicing lawyer of
this State or a judge of a court in this State for at
least four years next preceding his election, and
who shall have resided in the county of El Paso for
two years next preceding his election.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 6. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art. 1970-133. Bond and Oath of Judge

The judge of the El Paso County Court at Law
shall execute a bond and take the oath of office as
required by law relating to county judges.

[Aects 1917, ch. 98, § 7. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
p. 270, ch. 191, § 1] .

Art. 1970-134. Special Judge

A special judge of the El Paso County Court at
Law may be appointed or elected as provided by
laws relating to county courts and the judges there-
of.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 8. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art. 1970-135. Clerk, Seal; Sheriff

The county clerk of El Paso county shall be the
clerk of the El Paso County Court at Law; the seal
of said court shall be the same as that provided for
county courts, except that the seal shall contain the
words “El Paso County Court at Law.” The sheriff
of El Paso county shall, in person or by deputy
attend the court when required by the judge there-
of. :

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 9. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th Leg.,
p. 270, ch. 191, § 1]

Art. 1970-136. Official Shorthand Reporter; Ap-
pointment; Term of Office, QOath;
Duties

For the purpose of preserving a record in all
cases for the information of the court, jury and
parties, the Judge of the County Court at Law of El
Paso County, Texas shall appoint an official short-
hand reporter for such court, who shall be well
skilled in his profession, shall be a sworn officer of
the court and shall hold his office at the pleasure of
the court and the provisions of Chapter Eleven of
Title 37 of the Revised Civil Statutes of Texas of
1911 relating to the appointment of stenographers
for the district courts, shall and it is hereby made te
apply in all its provisions, insofar as they are appli-
cable, to the official shorthand reporter herein au-
thorized to be appointed by the Judge of the County
Court at Law of El Paso County, Texas and he shall
be entitled to the same fees and shall perform the
same duties and shall take the same oath as are in
said Chapter Eleven of Title 37 provided for the
stenographers of district courts of this State, and
also be governed by any other laws covering the
stenographers of district courts of this State, and in
addition thereto receive a salary of Eighteen Hun-
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dred ($1,800.00) dollars annually, to be paid monthly
out of the County Treasury upon order of the
Commissioners’ Court.

[Acts 1918, 4th C.S,, ch, 14, § 3. Amended by Acts 1927,
40th Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art, 1970-136a. Reporter for County Court

For the purpose of preserving a record of all
hearings had before the County Judge of El Paso
County, Texas; for the information of the court and
parties that may be interested therein, the Judge of
the County Court of El Paso County, Texas, shall
appoint an official shorthand reporter for such court
who shall be well skilled in his profession, shall be a
sworn officer of the court, and shall hold office at
the pleasure of the County Judge, and all provisions
of the Civil Statutes of the State of Texas, relating
to the appointment of stenographers for district
courts, shall, and it is hereby made and applied in all
its provisions in so far as they are applicable to the
official shorthand reporter herein authorized to be
appointed by the County Judge of El Paso County,
Texas, and such shorthand reporter shall receive a
salary of Twelve Hundred ($1,200.00) dollars annu-
ally, to be paid monthly out of the County Treasury

of El Paso County upon orders of the Commission--

ers’ Court.
[Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art, 1970-137. Juries

The jurisdiction and authority now vested by law
in the County Court of El Paso County, for the
selection and service of jurors shall be exercised by
each of said courts, but juries summoned for either
of said courts may by order of the judge of the
court in which they are summoned be transferred to
the other court for service therein and may be used
therein as if summoned for the court to which they
may be thus transferred.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 10.]

Art. 1970-138. Compensation of Judge

There shall be taxed and collected by the El Paso
County Court at Law the same fees provided by law
for County Judges in similar cases, all of which
shall be paid by the clerk monthly into the County
Treasury. The Judge of the El Paso County Court
at Law shall receive an annual salary of not less
than Fifty-five Hundred ($5500.00) Dollars and not
more than Eight Thousand ($8000.00) Dollars, the
amount of the salary to be fixed by the Commission-
ers Court of El Paso County and to be paid monthly
out of the County Treasury upon order of the
Commissioners Court.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 11. Amended by Acts 1918, 4th C.S.,
ch. 14, § 4; Acts 1927, 40th Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1; Acts
1947, 50th Leg., p. 27, ch. 20, § 1; Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p.
43, § 1.]
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Art. 1970-139. Removal of Judge

The judge of the El Paso County Court at Law
may be removed from office in the same manner
and for the same causes as any other county judge
may be removed under the laws of this State.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 12. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th
Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art. 1970-140. Salary of County Judge

The county judge of El Paso county shall hereaf-
ter receive from the county treasury, in addition to
the fees allowed him by law, such a salary, for the
ex-officio duties, not exceeding in the aggregate of
fees and salary that which the existing laws provide
for.

[Acts 1917, ch. 93, § 13. Amended by Acts 1927, 40th
Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art. 1970-141. Repeal; Partial Invalidity of Act

All laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith be,
and the same are hereby repealed, and it is further
enacted that if any of the provisions of this Act
shall be held void or in conflict with any provisions
of the Constitution of this State the fact that such
provisions may be held void shall in no wise affect
any other provisions of this Act.

[Acts 1918, 4th C.S,, ch. 14, § 5. Amended by Acts 1927,
40th Leg., p. 270, ch. 191, § 1.]

Art. 1970-141.1. County Court at Law No. 2 of El
Paso County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created an additional
County Court at Law in El Paso County, Texas, to
be known and designated as the “County Court at
Law No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas.”

See. 2. The County Court at Law No. 2 of El
Paso County, Texas, shall have and is hereby grant-
ed the same jurisdiction over criminal matters that
is now or may be vested in County Courts having
jurisdiction in criminal actions and proceedings un-
der the Constitution and laws of Texas, and shall
have appellate jurisdiction in appeals in criminal
cases from Justice Courts and Corporation Courts
within El Paso County, and the judges of said Court
shall have the same powers, rights and privileges as
to criminal matters as are or may be vested in the
judges of County Courts having criminal jurisdic-
tion. Said County Court at Law No. 2 shall have
and is hereby granted the same jurisdiction and
powers in criminal matters and civil actions or pro-
ceedings that are now or may be conferred by law
upon and vested in the County Court at Law of El
Paso County, Texas; and each of the judges of said
County Courts at Law may with the consent of the
judge of the Court to which transfer is to be made,
transfer civil or criminal actions or proceedings
from his respective Court to the other Court by the
entry of an order to that effect upon the docket, and
the said County Court at Law of El Paso County,
and the judge thereof, shall transfer to the said
County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County, any
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civil or criminal action or proceeding pending on the
docket of said Court on the effective date of this
Act as may be necessary in order that the now
overcrowded dockets of said Court may be relieved,
and said County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso
County, and the judge thereof, shall have jurisdic-
tion to hear and determine said civil or criminal
matters, and render and enter the necessary and
proper orders, decrees, and judgments therein. No
cause shall be transferred without the consent of
the judge of the Court to which it is transferred.

Sec. 3. The County Court at Law of El Paso
County and County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso
County shall henceforth have general jurisdiction of
Probate Courts within the limits of El Paso County
concurrent with jurisdiction of the County Court of
El Paso County in such matters and proceedings.
Such County Court at Law and County Court at
Law No. 2 shall probate wills, appoint guardians of
minors, idiots and lunatics, persons non compos
mentis and drunkards, grant letters testamentary
and of administration, settle accounts with adminis-
trators, executors and guardians, transact all busi-
ness pertaining to deceased persons, minors, idiots,
lunatics, persons non compos mentis and drunkards;
including the settlement, partition and distribution
of estates of deceased persons, the apprenticing of
minors as provided by law, and conduct lunacy
proceedings. Said County Court at Law and Coun-
ty Court at Law No. 2 shall have no jurisdiction
over any other of those matters which are now
vested exclusively in the County Court of El Paso
County, or in the judge therein.

The County Court of El Paso County, the El Paso
County Court at Law and the County Court at Law
No. 2 of El Paso County, or either of the judges
thereof shall have the power to issue writs of in-
junction, sequestration, attachments, garnishment,
certiorari, supersedeas and all other writs necessary
to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of said
Courts; and also power to punish for contempt
under such provisions as are, or may be provided by
the General Laws governing County Courts
throughout the State, and to issue writs of habeas
corpus, in cases where the offense charged is within
the jurisdiction of said Courts or of any Court or
tribunal inferior to said Courts.

The judges of the County Court of El Paso Coun-
ty, County Court at Law of El Paso County, and
County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County may
with the consent of the judge of the Court to which
transfer is to be made, transfer probate matters or
proceedings from his respective Court to the other
Court by the entry of an order to that effect upon

“the docket, to enable the efficient and justiciable
disposition of the probate matters and proceedings
in El Paso County, Texas.

The judges of the County Court, County Court at
Law and County Court at Law No. 2 may collective-
ly make and publish rules from time to time govern-
ing the docketing and disposition of probate matters

COURTS—COUNTY

Art. 1970-141.1

and proceedings in their Courts not inconsistent
with the laws of the State of Texas or the Texas
Rules of Civil Procedure and for the purpose of
efficient and justiciable disposition of such probate
matters and proceedings. A copy of such rules and
changes shall be filed with the County Clerk of El
Paso County, Texas, and one (1) copy of such rules
and changes shall be available in each such Court
for the examination of participants in any probate
matters filed.

Sec. 4. The terms of the County Court at Law of
El Paso County and the County Court at Law No. 2
of El Paso County, Texas, shall commence on the
first Monday in January and July and said Courts
may continue in session until the Sunday next pre-
ceding the Monday for the convening of the next
regular term of Court.

The judges of the County Court at Law of El
Paso County, and the County Court at Law No. 2 of
El Paso County may divide each term of Court into
as many sessions as they deem necessary for the
disposition of business, and may extend a particular
term of Court whenever practicable for the efficient
and justiciable disposition of individual proceedings
and matters.

Sec. 5. The judge of the County Court at Law of
El Paso, Texas, and the judge of the County Court
at Law No. 2 of El Paso County shall be a citizen of
the United States and of this State, who shall have
been a practicing attorney of this State for at least
five (5) years next preceding his election or appoint-
ment and who shall have resided in the County of El
Paso for at least two (2) years next preceding his
election or appointment.

Judges of the County Court at Law of El Paso
County and the County Court at Law No. 2 of El
Paso County shall each receive an annual salary of
not less than Five Thousand, Five Hundred Dollars
($5,500) and not more than Eight Thousand Dollars
($8,000), the amount of the salary to be fixed by the
Commissioners Court of El Paso County and to be
paid monthly out of the County Treasury upon
order of the Commissioners Court; such judges
shall not collect any fee from the County for dispos-
ing of any criminal case.

Sec. 6. Within sixty (60) days after the effective
date of this Act, the senior district judge in and for
El Paso County, Texas; shall call an election of the
licensed attorneys practicing in El Paso County,
Texas, for the purpose of electing a panel of three
(3) qualified nominees for the office of judge of the
County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County,
Texas. Notice of the time of such election shall be
prominently posted in the district clerk’s office and
the county clerk’s office at least one (1) week prior
to the date of such nominations. A candidate for
the office of judge of the County Court at Law No.
2 of El Paso County, Texas, may be nominated for
said panel by a written nomination from one (1) of
said licensed attorneys or the candidate himself
filed prior to the date of said election with the said
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senior district judge. At the said called election, the
senior district judge shall present said written appli-
cations and nominations and shall receive further
oral nominations at that time; the senior district
judge shall not permit nominations to be closed until
it is apparent no further nominations are forthcom-
ing. Said attorneys then present shall then vote by
secret ballot from the written and oral nominees
and applicants, their respective three (3) preferences
marked in order of their preference, which vote
shall be counted according to preference.

The panel of the three (3) candidates receiving the
highest number of votes and the results of said
election shall be certified by the said senior district
judge and submitted to the county judge of El Paso
County, Texas, as a recommendation only, but such
recommendation shall not be binding on the Com-
missioners Court in their appointment as herein-
after provided. Within one (1) week from the re-
ceipt of said panel by the said county judge, the
Commissioners Court of El Paso County, Texas,
shall appoint a judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas, who shall serve
beginning September 1, 1955, until the next general
election and until his successor shall be duly elected
and qualified. Thereafter said office shall be filled
at general election as provided by law except in case
of vacancy. In case of vacancy said office shall be
filled by appointment by the Commissioners Court
in the same manner.

After the effective date of this Act a vacancy
occurring in the office of the judge of the County
Court at Law of E] Paso County, Texas, shall like-
wise be filled by appointment by the Commissioners
Court from a panel of three (3) nominees elected in
the same manner as in the County Court at Law No.
2 of El Paso County, Texas, which appointed judge
shall serve until the next general election and until
his successor shall be duly elected and qualified, as
now provided by law.

Sec. 7.- The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of El Paso County, shall execute bond and
take the oath of office as required by law relating
to county judges.

Sec. 8. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas, shall appoint an
official court reporter for such Court, who shall be
well skilled in his profession and shall be a sworn
officer of the Court and shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the Court and all of the provisions of
Chapter 18, Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes of Tex-
as, 1925, as amended, and as the same may hereaf-
ter be amended and all other provisions of the law
relating to “official court reporters” shall and is
hereby made to apply in all its provisions, in so far
as they are applicable to the official court reporter
herein authorized to be appointed, and in so far as
they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Act, and such official court reporter shall be enti-
tled to the same compensation as applicable to offi-
cial court reporters in the District Courts of El Paso
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County, Texas, paid in the same manner that com-
pensation of official court reporters of the District
Courts of El Paso County are paid.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of El Paso County,
Texas, shall act as and be the clerk of said County
Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas, in
civil and criminal matters. The county clerk shall
receive and collect the same fees which he now
receives and collects as clerk of the County Court at
Law of El Paso County, Texas. Said clerk shall
keep separate dockets for each of said Courts; and
shall tax the official court reporter’s fee as costs in
civil actions in each of said Courts in like manner as
said fee is taxed in civil cases in the District Courts.

Sec. 10. The sheriff of El Paso County, either in
person or by deputy, shall attend said Court when
required by the judge thereof; and the various
sheriffs and constables of this State executing pro-
cess issued out of said Court shall receive the fees
now or hereafter fixed by law for executing process
issued out of County Courts.

Sec. 11. The seal of the County Court at Law
No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas, shall be the same
as that provided by law for County Courts, except
that such seal shall contain the words “County
Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas,” and
said seal shall be judicially noticed.

Sec. 12. A special judge of said Court may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to County
Courts and judges thereof.

Sec. 13. The judges of the County Court at Law
and County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County
shall have the power to make and publish rules as
to the docketing and disposition of criminal and civil
cases in their Courts not inconsistent with the laws
of the State of Texas or the Texas Rules of Civil
Procedure.

The judges of the County Court at Law of El
Paso County, Texas, and the County Court at Law
No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas, with mutual con-
sent may exchange benches with one another or act
as presiding judge of the other Court in individual
proceedings or actions in the absence or disqualifi-
cation of the other judge.

Sec. 14. In cases transferred to any one of the
County Courts at Law by order of the judge of one
of said Courts as provided in Section 2 of this Act,
all process extant at the time of such transfer shall
be returned to and filed in the Court to which such
transfer is made, and shall be as valid and binding
as though originally issued out of the Court to
which such transfer may be made.

[Acts 1955, 54th Leg., p. 82, ch. 53.]
Art. 1970-141.2. County Court at Law No. 3 of El
Paso County

Sec. 1. There is hereby created an additional
County Court at Law in El Paso County, Texas, to
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be known and designated as the “County Court at
Law No. 3 of El Paso County, Texas.”

Sec. 2. The County Court at Law No. 3 of El
Paso County, Texas, shall have the same jurisdie-
tion over criminal matters that is now or may be
vested in county courts having jurisdiction in crimi-
nal actions and proceedings under the Constitution
and laws of Texas, and shall have appellate jurisdie-
tion in appeals in criminal cases from justice courts
and corporation courts within El Paso County, and
the judge of the court shall have the same powers,
rights and privileges as to criminal matters as are
or may be vested in the judges of county courts
having criminal jurisdiction. The County Court at
Law No. 3 shall have and is hereby granted the
same jurisdiction and powers in criminal matters
and civil actions or proceedings that are now or may
be conferred by law upon and vested in the County
Court at Law No. 1 of El Paso County, Texas, and
the County Court at Law No. 2 of El Paso County,
Texas; and each judge of the county courts at law
may with the consent of the judge of the court to
which transfer is to be made, transfer civil or crimi-
nal actions or proceedings from his respective court
to the other court by the entry of an order to that
effect upon the docket, and the judges of the Coun-
ty Courts at Law No. 1 and No. 2 of El Paso
County, shall transfer to the County Court at Law
No. 3 of El Paso County, any civil or criminal action
or proceeding pending on the docket of said court
on the effective date of this Act as may be neces-
sary in order that the now overcrowded dockets of
the court may be relieved, and the County Court at
Law No. 3 of El Paso County, and the judge there-
of, shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine eivil
or criminal matters, and render and enter the neces-
sary and proper orders, decrees, and judgments
therein. No cause may be transferred without the
consent of the judge of the court to which it is
transferred.

Sec. 3. (a) The County Courts at Law of El Paso
County shall henceforth have general jurisdiction of
probate courts within the limits of El Paso County
concurrent with jurisdiction of the County Court of
El Paso County in such matters and proceedings.
The County Courts at Law shall probate wills, ap-
point guardians of minors, idiots, and lunatics, per-
sons non compos mentis, and drunkards, grant let-
ters testamentary and of administration, settle ac-
counts with administrators, executors, and guardi-
ans, transact all business pertaining to deceased
persons, minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non com-
pos mentis, and drunkards; including the settle-
ment, partition, and distribution of estates of de-
ceased persons, the apprenticing of minors as pro-
vided by law, and conduct lunacy proceedings. The
county courts at law shall have no jurisdiction over
any other of those matters which are now vested
exclusively in the County Court of El Paso County,
or in the judge therein.

(b) The County Court of El Paso County, and the
County Courts at Law of El Paso County, or each of
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the judges thereof shall have the power to issue
writs of injunction, sequestration, attachments, gar-
nishment, certiorari, supersedeas, and all other
writs necessary to the enforcement of the jurisdic-
tion of the courts; and also power to punish for
contempt under such provisions as are, or may be
provided by the general laws governing county
courts throughout the state, and to issue writs of
habeas corpus, in cases where the offense charged
is within the jurisdiction of the courts or of any
court or tribunal inferior to the courts.

(c) The judges of the County Court of El Paso
County and the County Courts at Law-of El Paso
County may with the consent of the judge of the
Court to which transfer is to be made, transfer
probate matters or proceedings from his respective
court to the other court by the entry of an order to
that effect upon the docket, to enable the efficient
and justiciable disposition of the probate matters
and proceedings in El Paso County, Texas.

(d) The judges of the county court and the county
courts at law may collectively make and publish
rules from time to time governing the docketing and
disposition of probate matters and proceedings in
their courts not inconsistent with the laws of the
State of Texas or the Texas Rules of Civil Proce-
dure and for the purpose of efficient and justiciable
disposition of probate matters and proceedings. A
copy of the rules and changes shall be filed with the
County Clerk of El Paso County, Texas, and one
copy of the rules and changes shall be available in
each court for the examination of participants in
any probate matters filed.

Sec. 4. (a) The terms of the County Courts at
Law of El Paso County shall commence on the first
Monday in January and July and the courts may
continue in session until the Sunday next preceding
the Monday for the convening of the next regular
term of court.

(b) The judges of the County Courts at Law of El
Paso County may divide each term of court into as
many sessions as they deem necessary for the dis-
position of business, and may extend a particular
term of court whenever practicable for the efficient
and justiciable disposition of individual proceedings
and matters.

Sec. 5. (a) The judge of each County Court at
Law of El Paso County, Texas, shall be a citizen of
the United States and of this state, who shall have
been a practicing attorney of this state for at least
five years next preceding his election or appoint-
ment and who shall have resided in the County of El
Paso for at least two years next preceding his
election or appointment.

(b) The judges of the county courts at law now in
existence or which shall hereafter be created in El
Paso County and the judge of the county court shall
receive an annual salary in an amount not to exceed
nine-tenths of the total annual salary, including
supplements, paid any district judge sitting in El
Paso County. The salary shall be paid out of the
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general fund of El Paso County in equal monthly
installments by warrants drawn on the county trea-
sury on orders of the Commissioners Court of El
Paso County. The judge of the county court and
the judges of each county court at law in El Paso
County shall not collect any fee from the county for
disposing of any criminal case.

Sec. 6. The Commissioners Court of El Paso
County, Texas, shall appoint a judge of the County
Court at Law No. 3 of El Paso County, Texas, who
shall serve beginning September 1, 1969, until the
next general election and until his successor is
elected and has qualified. Thereafter the office
shall be filled at general election as provided by law
except in case of vacancy. In case of vacancy the
office shall be filled by appointment by the Commis-
sioners Court.

Sec. 7. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 3 of El Paso County, shall execute bond and
take the oath of office as required by law relating
to county judges. :

Sec. 8. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 3 of El Paso County, Texas, shall appoint an
official court reporter for the court, who shall be
well-skilled in his profession and shall be 2 sworn
officer of the court and shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the court and all of the provisions of
Chapter 13, Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes of Tex-
as, 1925, as amended, and as hereafter amended,
and all other provisions of the law relating to “offi-
cial court reporters” shall apply in all their provi-
sions, in so far as they are applicable to the official
court reporter herein authorized to be appointed,
and in so far as they are not inconsistent with the
provisions of this Act, and the official court reporter
shall be entitled to the same compensation as appli-
cable to official court reporters in the district courts
of El Paso County, Texas, paid in the same manner
that compensation of official court reporters of the
district courts of El Paso County are paid.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of El Paso County,
Texas, shall be the clerk of the County Court at
Law-No. 8 of El Paso County, Texas, in civil and
criminal matters. The county clerk shall receive
and collect the same fees which he now receives and
collects as clerk of the County Courts at Law No. 1
and No. 2 of El Paso County, Texas. The clerk
shall keep separate dockets for each court; and
shall tax the official court reporter’s fee as costs in
civil actions in each court in like manner as the fee
is taxed in civil cases in the district courts.

Sec. 10. The sheriff of El Paso County, either in
person or by deputy, shall attend the court when
required by the judge; and the various sheriffs and
constables of this state executing process issued out
of said court shall receive the fees now or hereafter
fixed by law for executing process issued out of
county courts.

See. 11, The seal of the County Court at Law
No. 3 of El Paso County, Texas, shall be the same
as that provided by law for county courts, except
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that the seal shall contain the words “County Court
at Law No. 3 of El Paso County, Texas,” and the
seal shall be judicially noticed.

Sec. 12. A special judge of the court may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof.

Sec. 13. (a) The judges of the County Courts at
Law No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3 shall have the power to
make and publish rules as to the docketing and
disposition of criminal and civil cases in their courts
not inconsistent with the laws of the State of Texas
or the Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

(b) The judges of the County Courts at Law of El
Paso County, Texas, with mutual consent may ex-
change benches with one another or act as presiding
judge of the other court in individual proceedings or
actions in the absence or disqualification of the
other judge.

See. 14. In cases transferred to any one of the
county courts at law by order of the judge of one of
said courts as provided in Section 2 of this Act, all
process extant at the time of the transfer shall be
returned to and filed in the court to which such
transfer is made, and shall be as valid and binding
as though originally issued out of the court to which
the transfer is made. }

[Acts 1969, 61st Leg., p. 2289, ch. 771, eff. June 14, 1969.
Amended by Acts 1975, 64th Leg., p. 1383, ch. 531, § 1, eff.
Sept. 1, 1975.]

Art. 1970-141.3. County Court at Law No. 4 of El
Paso County

Sec. 1. There is created a County Court at Law
in El Paso County, to be known and designated as
the “County Court at Law No. 4 of El Paso County,
Texas.”

See. 2. The County Court at Law No. 4 of El
Paso County shall have the same jurisdiction over
criminal matters that is now or may be vested in
county courts having jurisdiction in criminal actions
and proceedings under the constitution and laws of
Texas, and shall have appellate jurisdiction in ap-
peals in criminal cases from justice courts and mu-
nicipal courts within El Paso County. The judge of
the court shall have the same powers, rights, and
privileges as to criminal matters as are or may be
vested in the judges of county courts having crimi-
nal jurisdiction.” The County Court at Law No. 4 of
El Paso County shall have the same jurisdiction and
powers in criminal matters and civil actions or pro-
ceedings that.are now or may be vested in the
County Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, and 3 of El Paso
County. The judge of each of the county courts at
law may with the consent of the judge of the court
to which transfer is to be made, transfer civil or
criminal actions or proceedings from his respective
court to the other court by the entry of an order to
that effect on the docket. The judges of the County
Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, and 3 of El Paso County
shall transfer to the County Court at Law No. 4 of
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El Paso County any civil or criminal action or pro-
ceeding pending on the docket of the court on the
effective date of this Act as may be necessary in
order that the now overcrowded dockets of the
courts may be relieved, and the County Court at
Law No. 4 of El Paso County, and the judge there-
of, shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine civil
or criminal matters, and render and enter the neces-
sary and proper orders, decrees, and judgments
therein. No cause may be transferred without the
consent of the judge of the court to which it is
transferred.

Sec. 3. (a) The county courts at Jaw of El Paso
County shall have the general jurisdiction of pro-
bate courts within the limits of El Paso County
coneurrent with jurisdiction of the County Court of
El Paso County in such matters and proceedings.
The county courts at law shall probate wills, appoint
guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non
compos mentis, and drunkards, grant letters testa-
mentary and of administration, settle accounts with
administrators, executors, and guardians, transact
all business pertaining to deceased persons, minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and
drunkards, including the settlement, partition, and
distribution of estates of deceased persons, and the
apprenticing of minors as provided by law, and
conduct lunacy proceedings. The county courts at
law shall have no jurisdiction over any other of
those matters which are now vested exclusively in
the County Court of El Paso County, or in the judge
therein.

(b) The judges of the County Court of El Paso
County and the county courts at law of El Paso
County may, with the consent of the judge of the
court to which fransfer is to be made, transfer
probate matters or proceedings from his respective
court to the other court by the entry of an order to
that effect on the docket.

(c) The judges of the county court and the county
courts at law may collectively make and publish
rules from time to time governing the docketing and
disposition of probate matters and proceedings in
their courts not inconsistent with the laws of the
State of Texas or the Texas Rules of Civil Proce-
dure and for the purpose of efficient and justiciable
disposition of probate matters and proceedings. A
copy of the rules and changes shall be filed with the
County Clerk of El Paso County, and one copy of
the rules and changes shall be available in each
court for the examination of participants in any
probate matters filed.

(d) The County Court of El Paso County and the
county courts at law of El Paso County, or each of
the judges thereof, have the power to issue writs of
injunction, sequestration, attachment, garnishment,
certiorari, supersedeas, and all other writs neces-
sary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of the
courts, and also have the power to punish for con-
tempt under such provisions as are or may be
provided by the general laws governing county
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courts throughout the state, and to issue writs of
habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of the courts or of any court
or tribunal inferior to the courts.

Sec. 4. (a) The terms of the county courts at
law of El Paso County shall commence on the first
Monday in January and July and the courts may
continue in session until the Sunday next preceding
the Monday for the convening of the next regular
term of court.

(b) The judges of the county courts at law of El
Paso County may divide each term of court into as
many sessions as they deem necessary for the dis-
position of business, and may extend a particular
term of court whenever practicable for the efficient
and justiciable disposition of individual proceedings
and matters.

Sec. 5. (a) The judge of each county court at
law of El Paso County shall be a citizen of the
United States and of this state, who shall have been
a practicing attorney of this state for at least five
years next preceding his election or appointment
and who shall have resided in the County of El Paso
for at least two years next preceding his election or
appointment.

(b) The judge of the County Court at Law No. 4
of El Paso County may receive an annual salary to
be fixed by the commissioners court. The salary
may be paid out of the general fund of El Paso
County in equal monthly installments by warrants
drawn on the county treasury on orders of the
Commissioners Court of El Paso County. The
judge of the county court and the judges of each
county court at law in El Paso County shall not
collect any fee from the county for disposing of any
criminal case.

Sec. 6. When this Act becomes effective, the
Commissioners Court of El Paso County shall ap-
point a judge of the County Court at Law No. 4 of
El Paso County who shall serve until the next
general election and until his successor is elected
and has qualified. Beginning at the general elec-
tion in 1978 and every fourth year thereafter, there
shall be elected by the qualified voters of the county
a judge of the County Court at Law No. 4 for a
regular term of four years as provided by the Texas
Constitution. In case of vacancy, the office shall be
filled by appointment by the commissioners court,
and the appointee shall hold office until the next
succeeding general election and until his successor
is elected and has qualified.

Sec. 7. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 4 of El Paso County shall execute bond and
take the oath of office as required by law relating
to county judges.

Sec. 8. The judge of the County Court at Law
No. 4 of El Paso County shall appoint an official
court reporter for the court, who shall be well-
skilled in his profession and shall be a sworn officer
of the court and shall hold his office at the pleasure
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of the court. All of the provisions of Chapter 183,
Title 42, Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, as
amended,! and as hereafter amended, and all other
provisions of the law relating to official court re-
porters, shall apply in all their provisions, insofar as
they are applicable, to the official court reporter
herein authorized to be appointed, and insofar as
they are not inconsistent with the provisions of this
Act. The official court reporter shall be_entitled to
the same compensation as the official court report-
ers in the district courts of El Paso County, to be
paid in the same manner that compensation of offi-
cial court reporters of the district courts of El Paso
County is paid.

Sec. 9. The county clerk of El Paso County shall
be the clerk of the County Court at Law No. 4 of El
Paso County in civil and criminal matters. The
county clerk shall receive and collect the same fees
which he now receives and collects as clerk of the
County Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, and 3 of El Paso
County. The clerk shall keep separate dockets for
each court and shall tax the official court reporter’s
fee as costs in civil actions in each court in like
manner as the fee is taxed in civil cases in the
district courts.

Sec. 10. The sheriff of El Paso County, either in
person or by deputy, shall attend the court when
required by the judge. The various sheriffs and
constables of this state executing process issued out
of this court shall receive the fees now or hereafter
fixed by law for executing process issued out of
county courts. -

Sec. 11. .The seal of the County Court at Law
No. 4 of El Paso County shall be the same as that
provided by law for county courts, except that the
seal shall contain the words “County Court at Law
No. 4 of El Paso County, Texas,” and the seal shall
be judicially noticed.

Sec. 12. A special judge of the court may be
appointed or elected in the manner and instances
now or hereafter provided by law relating to county
courts and judges thereof.

See. 13. (a) The judges of the county courts at
law of El Paso County shall have the power to make
and publish rules as to the docketing and disposition
of criminal and ecivil cases in their courts not incon-
sistent with the laws of the State of Texas or the
~ Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.

(b) The judges of the county courts at law of El
Paso County with mutual consent may exchange
benches with one another or act as presiding judge
of the other courts in individual proceedings or
actions in the absence or disqualification of the
other judge.

Sec. 14. In cases transferred to any one of the
county courts at law by order of the judge of one of
the other county courts at law, all process extant at
the time of the transfer shall be returned to and
filed in the court to which such transfer is made,
and shall be as valid and binding as though original-
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ly issued out of the court to which the transfer is

made.

[Acts 1977, 65th Leg., p. 1493, ch. 607, eff. Aug. 29, 1977.]
1 Article 2286a et seq.

Art. 1970-141.4. County Court at Law No. 5 of El
Paso County

Sec. 1. There is created a County Court at Law
in El Paso County, to be known and designated as
the “County Court at Law No. 5 of El Paso County,
Texas.”

Sec. 2. The County Court at Law No. 5 of El
Paso County shall have the same jurisdiction over
criminal matters that is now or may be vested in
county courts having jurisdiction in criminal actions
and proceedings under the constitution and laws of
Texas and shall have appellate jurisdiction in ap-
peals in criminal cases from justice courts and mu-
nicipal courts within El Paso County. The judge of
the court shall have the same powers, rights, and
privileges as to criminal matters as are or may be
vested in the judges of county courts having erimi-
nal jurisdiction. The County Court at Law No. 5 of
El Paso County shall have the same jurisdiction and
powers in criminal matters and civil actions or pro-
ceedings that are now or may be vested in the
County Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 8, and 4 of El Paso
County. The judge of each of the county courts at
law may, with the consent of the judge of the court
to which transfer is to be made, transfer civil or
criminal actions or proceedings from his respective
court to the other court by the entry of an order to
that effect on the docket. The judges of the County
Courts at Law Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 of El Paso County
shall transfer to the County Court at Law No. 5 of
El Paso County any civil or criminal action or pro-
ceeding pending on the docket of the court on the
effective date of this Act as may be necessary in
order that the now overcrowded dockets of the
courts may be relieved, and the County Court at
Law No. 5 of El Paso County and the judge thereof
shall have jurisdiction to hear and determine civil or
criminal matters and render and enter the necessary
and proper orders, decrees, and judgments therein.
No cause may be transferred without the consent of
the judge of the court to which it is transferred.

Sec. 3. (a) The county courts at law of El Paso
County shall have the general jurisdiction of pro-
bate courts within the limits of El Paso County
concurrent with jurisdiction of the County Court of
El Paso County in such matters and proceedings.
The county courts at law shall probate wills, appoint
guardians of minors, idiots, lunatics, persons non
compos mentis, and drunkards, grant letters testa-
mentary, and of administration, settle accounts with
administrators, executors, and guardians, transact
all business pertaining to deceased persons, minors,
idiots, lunatics, persons non compos mentis, and
drunkards, including the settlement, partition, and
distribution of estates of deceased persons, and the
apprenticing of minors as provided by law, and
conduct lunacy proceedings. The county courts at
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law shall have no jurisdiction over any other of
those matters which are now vested exclusively in
the County Court of El Paso County or in the judge
therein.

(b) The judges of the County Court of El Paso
County and the county courts at law of El Paso
County may, with the consent of the judge of the
court to which transfer is to be made, transfer
probate matters or proceedings from their respec-
tive courts to the other court by the entry of an
order to that effect on the docket.

. (¢) The judges of the county court and the county

courts at law may collectively make and publish
rules from time to time governing the docketing and
disposition of probate matters and proceedings in
their courts not inconsistent with the laws of the
State of Texas or the Texas Rules of Civil Proce-
dure and for the purpose of efficient and justiciable
disposition of probate matters and proceedings. A
copy of the rules and changes shall be filed with the
county clerk of El Paso County, and one copy of the
rules and changes shall be available in each court
for the examination of participants in any probate
matters filed.

(d) The County Court of El Paso County and the
county courts at law of El Paso County, or each of
the judges thereof, have the power to issue writs of
injunction, sequestration, attachment, garnishment,
certiorari, .supersedeas, and all other writs neces-
sary to the enforcement of the jurisdiction of the
courts, and also have the power to punish for con-
tempt under such provisions as are or may be
provided by the general laws governing county
courts throughout the state, and to issue writs of
habeas corpus in cases where the offense charged is
within the jurisdiction of the courts or of any court
of tribunal inferior to the courts.

Sec. 4. (a) The terms of the county courts at
law of El Paso County shall commence on the first
Monday in January and July, and the courts may
continue in session until the Sunday next preceding
the Monday for the convening of the next regular
term of court. '

{b) The judges of the county courts at law of El
Paso County may divide each term of court into as
many sessions as they deem necessary for the dis-
position of busine